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Steven Stone  
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March 3, 2020 
 
Re: Concerns About Coronavirus 
 
Dear Members of the School Community: 
 
As you are aware, there are emerging concerns about the spread of the new coronavirus, 
COVID-19.  I am writing to assure you that the district is taking every precaution and is ensuring 
that it can respond should the virus appear in Dracut.  Our preparations include close monitoring 
of all advisories distributed by the Massachusetts Department of Public Health (DPH), contact 
with the Dracut Board of Health, and communication with the Department of Elementary and 
Secondary Education (DESE).  Additionally, school principals and nurses have been provided 
with all necessary communications, and should events warrant, nurses will be able to consult 
with our school physician.   
 
The cleanliness of our buildings has always been a point of pride, particularly during cold and flu 
season.  Currently, we possess sufficient inventories of soap, sanitizer, and cleaning products to 
disinfect district buildings.  The Supervisor of Buildings and Grounds is communicating with 
principals and custodians to ensure we provide an appropriately healthy environment for students 
and employees. 
 
With all of the above stated, the winter always poses a challenge given the annual emergence of 
viruses like the common cold and influenza.  In recognition of this, DPH continues to state that 
currently, the risk of exposure to COVID-19 is very low, while the risk of contracting the flu is 
high.  Everyone is encouraged to follow general healthy practices to minimize exposure to 
seasonal illnesses and minimize possible exposure to COVID-19.  Those core practices include: 
 

• Wash your hands often with soap and water for at least 20 seconds, if unable to wash, 
use alcohol-based hand sanitizers 

• Avoid touching your eyes, nose, and mouth  
• Cover your coughs or sneezes with a tissue or your sleeve (not with your hands)   
• Stay away from people who are sick and stay home when you are sick 

 
As always, if you have any questions about health matters, please feel free to contact a school 
nurse.  If you have questions about general school related matters, please feel free to contact a 
school principal or my office.  Additionally, for more information on COVID-19, below you will 
find links to Massachusetts Department of Public Health and Centers for Disease Control (CDC) 
websites: 
 



The Town of Dracut is an Equal Opportunity/Affirmative Action Employer 
 

Massachusetts Department of Public Health 
United States Centers for Disease Control  
 
Please know that the health and safety of students, employees, and guests is our highest priority.  
I will provide additional information as events warrant.   
 
 

Sincerely,  

 
Steven Stone 
Superintendent of Schools 

 
    
 
 
 

https://www.mass.gov/resource/information-on-the-outbreak-of-coronavirus-disease-2019-covid-19
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/cases-in-us.html

