
Groton Area Board of Education 

Regular Meeting – April 14, 2020 

COVID 19 Related Issues/Superintendent Report 

Flexible Learning Plan.  We have made very few changes to our flexible learning plan since implementation.  We are 

currently in the fourth week of our new educational model and continue to deliver necessary academic materials and 

supplies at the beginning of each week.  All things considered, I believe our plan is working as well as can be expected.  

Our teachers have done a masterful job of working into an entirely new system of content delivery.  It has been advised 

that schools are prepared to begin the fall term under similar restrictions in the event that becomes necessary. 

Student engagement is the biggest challenge to plan implementation.  We estimate work completion and engagement 

to be somewhere between 70% and 80%.    

2019-2020 School Calendar.  It is my recommendation to follow our school calendar as amended by the Board on March 

3, 2020.  Under this calendar, our final official day of flexible learning would be Thursday, May 21.  We would likely use 

most of the final week for the collection of school property including computers, textbooks, library books, sports 

uniforms, band instruments, etc.   

During the final day of the legislative session, schools were relieved of the minimum instructional time requirement.  To 

that regard, I don’t believe there is a necessity to add additional days to the end of our calendar on account of our lost 

time on March 16, 17, 18, 23, and 24.  The Department of Education has also consistently encouraged districts to 

maintain the integrity of their school calendars through the end of the year. 

Class of 2020 Graduation.  It is my recommendation to postpone graduation to 2:00 PM on Sunday, July 12, 2020.  While 

we don’t know what the situation will look like by then, this would provide the best opportunity to be able to host a 

“normal” graduation before our many of our graduates leave for college.  If, at that time, we are still advised against 

holding group gatherings, we will have to consider other options (electronic, parades, etc.). 

It is my recommendation that the final day for flexible learning for our seniors is Friday, May 8.  During the week of May 

18th materials would be collected, and any seniors that need to complete work to meet course requirements would be 

required to do that.  In a normal year, we would dismiss student approximately 1 week early to allow for staff 

submission of final grades, final grade point calculations, and scholarship processes. 

Food Service.  The food service department continues to be very busy packing lunches for approximately 180 

students/daily.  We’re delivering meals twice weekly.  Mr. Clocksene is working on providing some different types of 

meals where possible but has had difficulty receiving supplies that are considered “special order.” 

Initially, we operated on a donations basis with no deliveries.  When permitted by USDA, we were able to begin 

operating under a program called “Seamless Summer Option” or SSO.  This option was extended to school districts as a 

way to provide nutrition to children during the unexpected school closures.  We were required to submit an application 

to the South Dakota Child and Adult Nutrition (CANs) Office.  Since the initial application, we’ve been granted two 

waivers.  One waiver allows meals to be sent with a family member as opposed to requiring a child to be present to 

receive their meal.  The second is an area eligibility waiver which allows us to deliver meals to all children regardless of 

income status.  The area eligibility waiver also allows us to claim reimbursements for all meals for children aged 1 

through 18 as opposed to enrolled students only. 

We believe that if Governor Noem issues a shelter-in-place order statewide that the food service delivery will continue 

during that time.  It is unclear at this point whether we will be asked to continue or if we’ll have the option to continue 

the program beyond our school calendar. 

CARES Act Funding.  The CARES Act signed by President Trump on March 27 provides $41M to South Dakota to be used 

for K-12 education.  The Estimated allocation for the Groton Area School District based on the Title I allocation formula is 

$65,057.  USED must complete its application for the states by April 27 after which time SDDOE will have to complete 



and submit its application for approval.  Once the SDDOE application is approved, they will have to issue applications to 

districts.  We have not yet received guidance on allowable costs for CARES Act funding. 

Family First Coronavirus Relief Act (FFCRA).  Part of the FFCRA includes expanded medical leave for employees 

impacted by COVID19.  This federal legislation went into effect on April 1, 2020.  In summary, the Act provides up to 80 

hours of Emergency Paid Sick Leave (subject to statutory limits) if they are experiencing COVID-19 symptoms, have a 

COVID-19 diagnosis, are subject to a quarantine order related to COVID-19, or are caring for an individual subject to a 

quarantine order.    

Additionally, employees who are caring for individuals subject to a quarantine order or caring for his/her child whose 

school or place of care is closed due to COVID-19 are eligible for up to 10 weeks of paid leave at a rate equal to 2/3 or an 

employee’s regular salary subject to statutory limits ($200/day).  

1003 Grant.  Additional flexibility has been offered to school districts so that we may utilize the remainder of our 1003 

funds given that many training opportunities are either eliminated or substantially modified.  We are now allowed to 

utilize these funds for the purchase of technology.  We currently have just under $13,000 in 1003 funds remaining for 

FY2020.  

State Funding and Local Tax Levies.  The South Dakota legislature passed (and the Governor signed) the general budget 

bill which includes a re-base of special education allocations based on disability category and a 2% increase to state aid 

for education.  We anticipate the Governor calling a special legislative session to address the funding issues given 

updated revenue projections in light of the COVID-19 impact to spending.  At our regular DOE conference call last week, 

Secretary Ben Jones indicated that education funding may be reduced for the next fiscal year due to lack of available 

resources.  There seems to be some uncertainty at this point whether states will be permitted to use any federal aid as a 

replacement to normal revenues. 

The chart below shows the difference in general fund tax levies at each level of state funding – 0% or 2% compared to 

what levies are for taxes payable in 2020.  Even though our district does not receive state aid to education, the amount 

of sales tax revenue allocated to K-12 education impacts the general fund levies.  A reduction in state aid results in a 

calendar year reduction of about $55,000 in local property tax collections for our district. 

 

School Board Election.  Absentee voting is taking place now through Election Day – June 2, 2020.  Patrons may request 

an absentee ballot by mail. 

 


