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COLLEGE DEGREES 101

College degrees are not one-size-fits all. The type of degree your student achieves and the type of school he will go
to depends on the type of career he is interested in.

2-YEAR COLLEGES include vocational schools, technical schools and community colleges.
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4-YEAR COLLEGES & UNIVERSITIES offer a variety of undergraduate (Bachelor’s degree) programs,
and some schools might offer graduate degrees (professional, Master’s and Doctoral degrees) too.
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Source: Within My Reach — Minnesota Office of Higher Education



COLLEGE MYTHS
(AND REALITIES)

MYTH: A 4-year college and degree
is better than a 2-year college and
degree.

REALITY: The experiences and
degrees offered by 2-year and 4-
year colleges will be different, but
one is not necessarily “better”.
Students should choose the type of
college they attend and degree
they get based on what they might
be interested in doing and the kind
of college experience they are
interested in. As the chart shows
on the first page, a higher degree
usually translates to increased
income, although there are many
2-year degree programs whose
graduates earn more than those
with a Bachelor’s degree.

DID YOU KNOW?

The majority (61%) of Oregon high
school seniors enroll in college or a
university within a vyear of
graduating. The state has set a goal
that by 2025, 80% of students will
go on to postsecondary education.

CEARUP

PARENT CHECKLIST

Talk about future career options with your student.
Discuss interests and research the type of degree needed
for potential occupations. Check out mynextmove.org to
browse careers and get a sense of how much education
your student will need.

Explore college options.

After choosing the type of degree your student is
interested in, visit bigfuture.collegeboard.org to search
for schools that offer the programs and other
characteristics your student might be interested in (close
to home or out-of-state? big or small?)

Continue talking to your student about the importance
of college and doing well in school.
Your opinions and high expectations matter!

EVENTS & ANNOUNCEMENTS

For more information, contact:

GEAR UP stands for Gaining Early Awareness and Readiness for Undergraduate Programs and is a federally-funded program

that helps rural, low-income middle and high schools prepare students for education after high school.

Visit oregongearup.org to learn more and access resources to help your students make a plan.

COLLEGE. it's not adream, it's a plan.
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