
 
 

 

School Closure Update 
April 3, 2020 

 
The coronavirus pandemic sweeping across our nation has caused unparalleled upheaval 
throughout our society, including public education.  In a time of social distancing and “Stay at 
Home” orders, Oregon schools have continued to offer services to its students and families.  
Throughout the crisis, schools have continued to provide meal service and have done their best 
to provide learning opportunities.  Oregon schools initially shut down for two weeks and that 
shut down was then lengthened to six weeks.  Today, there is a strong possibility that we will 
not have the opportunity to see our students again this school year. 
 
As the school closure has been extended, the Oregon Department of Education has issued 
various guidelines to schools concerning the educational opportunities that would be made 
available to students.  Initially, schools were instructed to supply “supplemental learning 
materials” to students.  These were to be review material with little to no online instruction.  
This is the mode of instruction that we find ourselves in currently. 
 
Late Monday night, March 30, Oregon schools were presented with a brand new set of 
educational guidelines from ODE.  This document talked of a new educational program that is 
to be implemented on Monday, April 13 called “Distance Learning for All.”  Distance learning is 
defined as “instruction in which the student and instructor are in different locations… It is 
important to note that distance learning includes multimedia communication and blended 
learning strategies, not just digital/online learning.”  Since Monday night, Pilot Rock educators 
have been making plans to implement these new strategies for our students to begin April 13. 
 
According to the new ODE directives, these are the key elements of distance learning for every 
student, educator and parent to know: 
 

 Every student regularly connects with their teacher(s). 

 Teachers and students prioritize time together to focus on the most important or 
relevant learning. 

 Teachers, families and caregivers work as a team, anchored in partnership.  Together, 
teachers and families co-facilitate learning, design consistent routines, and establish the 
learning environment. 

 Teachers continue to monitor, report and record each student’s progress towards 
learning goals and standards, encouraging critical problem solving, collaboration, 
communication and creativity. 
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 Schools provide multiple, flexible opportunities – for our high school students in 
particular – to earn credit on their pathway to graduation. 

 
Also according to the Distance Learning for All document, the maximum daily guidelines for 
teacher-led learning are as follows:  
 

 Grades K-1: 45 minutes 

 Grades 2-3: 60 minutes 

 Grades 4-5: 90 minutes 

 Grades 6-12: 30 minutes per teacher (3 hours in a day) 
 

Pilot Rock’s Local Plan 
 

Pilot Rock educators are committed to providing the best possible educational experience we 
can provide to our students under these trying conditions.  Teachers have been working hard to 
develop lesson plans and delivery methods that will be engaging and relevant for our students.  
We have asked teachers to be creative in their approaches to this situation so they can best 
meet the needs of their individual students.  Therefore, instructional methods may vary from 
teacher to teacher.  Daily student contact could come from a variety of methods, such as email, 
Remind app, telephone, or online meetings, to name a few.  If you have not yet heard from 
your teacher(s), you can expect to hear from them shortly as their plans develop. 
 
During this time of distance learning, we will focus our attention on K-5 education from 8:00 – 
10:00 each morning.  A schedule is being developed for grades 6-12 for the remainder of the 
school day. 
 
We have made adjustments to the school calendar in response to this pandemic.  Third quarter 
has been extended to Thursday, April 9.  Students will high school credits equivalent to one-
quarter credit per class during this time frame.  If students have late or missing work to turn in 
for quarter three, they should make arrangements with their teacher to have the work turned 
in by next Thursday. 
 
Fourth quarter will be under the new Distance Learning for All guidelines and will begin on 
Monday, April 13.  High school students will be able to earn an additional one-quarter credit 
per class for the remainder of the school year. 
 
Grading Policy 
 
In an effort to hold students harmless during this coronavirus period, we have adopted an 
A/B/C/P grading scale for students’ final grades for fourth quarter.  This will apply to grades 6-
12, while grades K-5 will receive a Pass-No Pass grade.  We are not interested in holding 
students back unless they don’t possess the skills necessary to be successful in the next grade. 
 



 
 

As mentioned above, high school students will have the opportunity to continue to earn high 
school credits for the remainder of the school year.  Each class will be worth one-quarter credit.  
Students can earn the grades of A, B, C, or P (pass).  A student who earns a D, F, or does not 
complete the work will not have the class added to their transcript.  We do not want to penalize 
students for the unfortunate position that we currently find ourselves in. 
 
Please be patient as we work our way through this situation.  All of our educators are doing the 
best job they can do to provide educational opportunities for our students.  We know there will 
be problems and glitches along the way, but we will do our best to sort through them as they 
arise.  Please contact the school or teacher to help solve issues if they arise.  We are in 
uncharted territory and are trying to build new systems as we go. 
 
Please stay safe and healthy! 
 
 
 
Steve Staniak 
Superintendent  




