
District Staff at Ron Clark Academy 

New Bus for District Arrives! 

Superintendent’s Warrior Report 

The Ron Clark Academy trainings 
are high energy, fun and inspiring 
for educational professionals that 
attend. This exclusive training is a 
one day training and provides an 
in-depth, tailored professional 
growth model.  

 

Participants engage with the Ron 
Clark Academy staff and students 
in an intimate setting where the 
RCA best practices are shared so 
our staff members can bring them 
back to implement in our efforts to 
Prepare Champions for Life! 

Cofounders and administrators,  of 
the Ron Clark Academy, Ron Clark 
and Kim Bearden, hosted a work-
shop for an in-depth, intimate pro-
fessional development event.   

Ron and Kim have over 55 years 
of combined experience, and 30 of 
those have been in administration. 
 What have been the secrets to 
their success?  Ron, Kim, and 
fellow administrators Junior Berna-
din, Troy Kemp, and Kirk Brown 
join together to share ways to : 

 Build rapport and enhance 
relationships among staff, 
parents, and students 

 Communicate effectively  

 Build staff morale and prevent 
burnout  

 Challenge and support stu-
dents 

 Foster community support 

 Create teacher leaders 

 Engage every child in the 
learning process 

 …And inspire, motivate, and 
get things done! 

 

Idabel Public Schools has once 
again found a way to send a small 
cohort of our staff to learn from the 
best! Teachers Carrie Fletcher, 
Shannon Pond, Trudy Procell, 
Principal Terri Bastible and Instruc-
tional Coach/21st Century Director 
Chris Gammon travelled to Atlanta, 
Georgia to learn and bring back to 
Idabel the Ron Clark Academy 
secrets of success.  

 

Thanks to a very generous donation 

from a local businessman Idabel 

Public Schools received a new bus 

for our 3-year olds Even Start pro-

gram and Adult Education to use for 

years to come.  
 

Ms. Connie Lynch was overjoyed to 

receive the new bus saying “the bus 

is proportioned for very small chil-

dren … it has every new safety fea-

ture … and the ride is so smooth.”   

The bus has integrated child  safety 

seats and 3 point harnesses for 

larger riders. This will be the safest 

bus in our fleet and should be 

around for many years. 
 

The bus could not have been pur-

chased without the community 

support/donation for our extended 

education services programs. 
 

                GO WARRIORS! 
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 GO WARRIORS! 

I.H.S. Senior Naomi Wharry recently was 

notified she had been selected to partici-

pate in this very prestigious orchestra.  

In 2020, the orchestra will travel across 

North America under the direction of Car-

los Miguel Prieto with a program that will 

include Stravinsky’s The Rite of Spring and 

feature guest violinist Midori. 

 

Preparing Champions for Life! 

Each summer, Carnegie Hall’s Weill Music 

Institute (WMI) brings together the 

brightest young players from across the 

country to form the National Youth Or-

chestra of the United States of America 

(NYO-USA), a free program for all partici-

pants. Following a comprehensive audition 

process and a three-week training residen-

cy with leading professional orchestra mu-

sicians, these remarkable teenagers embark 

on a tour to some of the great music capi-

tals of the world while serving as dynamic 

music ambassadors. 

IMS Student Spotlight! 

Travis Lin is a sixth grade student at 

Idabel Middle School. He is in the 

advanced math class where he 

scored 94% on his midyear Bench-

mark covering all sixth grade math 

standards.  

He will represent IMS at the Hugo 

Invitational Scholarship Meet on 

March 6th and the McCurtain County 

Curriculum Contest on March 11th. 

Travis has solved 12,500 math facts 

in Reflex Math. Another top score for 

IMS! 

 

His hobby is reading and he enjoys 

fantasy books. Congratulations 

Travis!    

        Preparing Champions for Life! 

District Receives Positive Midyear Adjustment 

Van Gaal is Named Coca Cola Semifinalist 
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Local tax dollars are finally being re-
ceived by all school districts across the 
state. Idabel has received our first install-
ment of local taxes which allows us to 
breath a little easier and start planning for 
the rest of the year and the start of next 
year. 
 
Receipts are as follows: 
 

General Fund—$483,334.39 
Building Fund—$58,605.01 
Sinking Fund—$259,811.18 

  
GO WARRIORS! 

All schools start off the year with a cer-
tain amount of funding, but once the state 
looks at true enrollment, then funding 
adjusts up or down, and Idabel Schools 
will receive just over $100,000! 
 
Increases in enrollment and several other 
weighted factors led to the increase in 
State funding.  
 
With the recent pay raises these new 
funds are much needed to cover the extra 
district personnel costs. 
 
 

 
 

New Bus for Even Start & Adult Ed Programs 



 

Bond Projects Update 
The District will be looking for volun-

teers and donors to help with beginning 

dirt work to help save on construction 

costs.  Administrators, coaches, and 

band directors have all had input on 

final plans.  

As of today we are still on schedule for 

an April start. We should solidify a start 

date soon.  

GO WARRIORS! 

Construction plans are almost complete 

and the Board will be voting to sell the 

1st bond to provide start up money for 

preconstruction expenses. All construc-

tion surveys are complete.  

Superintendent Brown has met with the 

architect to finalize plans and is sched-

uled to meet with Jim Newcomb of Soon-

er Construction Management to discuss 

the next steps to get started and a con-

struction timeline. 

Kaelin Clay Selected for State Advisory Council 

Plasma Cutter for I.H.S. Ag Depart up and running 
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State Superintendent of Public Instruction Joy 

Hofmeister recently announced that 104 Okla-

homa high school students have been named 

to her 2020 Student Advisory Council, the fifth 

consecutive year the group has been convened 

to assist Hofmeister and the Oklahoma State 

Department of Education (OSDE) in matters of 

policy.  

Dominant themes voiced by last year’s Student 

Advisory Council were the importance of per-

sonal financial literacy, increased awareness of 

student mental health needs, and how trauma 

affects chronic absenteeism and student suc-

cess. Feedback from the Council has been in-

strumental in state-level initiatives to provide 

teachers more professional development in 

trauma-informed instruction, replace end-of-

course high school testing with ACT or SAT, 

and pilot Individual Career Academic Planning 

(ICAP).  

This year Idabel High School Senior Kaelin Clay 

was selected to participate in this very prestig-

ious group. Miss Clay was one of several stu-

dents from Idabel recommended by Superinten-

dent Doug Brown this year. Kaelin is one of two 

students from McCurtain county to be selected 

for the council.  

Kaelin is the daughter of Vic and Karla Clay of 

Idabel. Kaelin’s mother, Karla, teaches vocal 

music at Idabel Middle School. 

GO WARRIORS! 

Idabel High School Vocational Agri-
culture classes are now using a high 
tech plasma cutter to create works of 
art with metal. It has taken several 
years and lots of effort to repair the 
plasma cutter and VoAg teachers 
Brandon Allen and Jeff McCarter 
finally were successful.  
 

They will be creating decorative piec-
es for the County FFA Auction and 
for individual sale for fundraiser pro-
jects. This will be a great source of 
pride for our Ag. Students. 
 

Preparing Champions for Life! 



Legislative Deadlines 
and Updates: 

Deadline for bill draft 
requests are Friday, De-
cember 13, 2019 

Bill introduction deadline 

at 4pm Thursday, 
January 16, 2020 

Legislative session begins at noon Monday, 
February 3, 2020 

Bills out of committee in chamber of origin Thurs-
day, February 27, 2020 

Third reading of measures in chamber of origin Thurs-

day, March 12, 2020 

House bills out of Senate committees; Senate bills out 
of House Committees (except Appropriations & Budg-

et)Thursday, April 9, 2020 

Third reading of measures in opposite chamber 
Thursday, April 23, 2020 

Sine Die deadline (Adjournment) No later than 5pm 

OSSBA Region 14 Board Meeting 

Save the date: February 27th 5:30-8:30 pm at the 
McAlester Kiamichi Technology Center. This is a 
great way to get much need continuing education 
points for all board members.  Legislative updates are 
normally presented at these meetings as well.  

We will meet at the Administration Building in Ida-
bel at 3:00 pm and travel together to McAlester for 
the OSSBA Region 14 Spring Meeting. 
 

                                              GO WARRIORS! 
 

Board Update 

Sisters are Idabel Central Elementary Spelling Bee 

Champs!  Emerson McElroy champ in 4th and 5th 

grade and little sister    Harper McElroy champ in 2nd 

and 3rd grade!       

              GO WARRIORS! 
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Idabe l  Pub l i c  Schoo ls  Native American Club  

had the Christmas Spirit 

We are on the WEB! 

www.idabelps.org 


