
Virtual Day Success! 

IHS Band Earns State Competition Bid 

Superintendent’s Warrior Report 

while others used Email or surveys 
to deliver the Virtual Day assign-
ments. Teachers (58%) also re-
ported they used a cell phone to 
monitor student progress. A com-
puter/laptop was used by 42.6% of 
our staff to monitor student work. 
Teachers also used Chromebooks 
and iPads to keep track of student 
work. 

 

Virtual Days are a common educa-
tional experience for students 
around the country. Idabel is the 
first school district in McCurtain 
County to implement this type of 
instructional day for our students. 
Approximately 90% of our surey 
respondents reported they would 
like to have more Virtual Days. 

 

Idabel Schools strives to prepare 
our students for the future by lead-
ing the way in providing technology 
and innovative instructional strate-
gies. We will work on a strategy to 
implement similar days in the fu-
ture to Prepare Champions for the 
Life!                   GO WARRIORS! 

Recently, Idabel Public Schools 
implemented its first ever Virtual 
School Day district wide. You may 
ask “What is a Virtual Day?” Either 
the school or some classes are 
closed and students complete 
school work from home using an 
electronic device. Staff and stu-
dents all work from home to moni-
tor and complete assigned tasks 
for school credit.  

IPS staff distributed three surveys 
to staff and students to guage the 
success of this innovative effort to 
practice for inclement weather 
days and allow the district to not 
lose an instructional day or force 
extra days at the end of the school 
year to make up for State required 
instruction time to be made up. 

The three surveys, one to teach-
ers, one to students from 2nd 
through 12th grade and then an-
other Pre-K through 1st grade 
students.  

 

The 2nd through 12th grade survey 
reported 88.2% participation rate 
for these grade levels. The vast 
majority of students had no trouble 
accessing their virtual assignment. 
Over 48% of students completed 
their assignment on a cell phone 
while 35% used a Chromebook. 
The rest of the students completed 
their work on a computer/laptop 
(16.1%) and tablet/iPad (11.2%). 

The teacher survey had 68 re-
sponders and overwhelmingly 
supported the Virtual Day with 94% 
reporting they like or thought it was 
“Great!” Over 88% said they would 
like to have another Virtual Day 
before school is out this year, just 
“not before state tests, please.” 

 

Teachers used Google Classroom 
by 66.2%, Facebook by 25%, 
YouTube/IXL/Study Island by 25% 

The #ihswarriors Pride Concert 

Band has earned another accolade 

proving they are the best instrumen-

tal music program in the county. 

 The band travelled to Ada recently 

and competed on stage and per-

formed sight-reading selections. 

They earned a superior rating of “1” 

on both performances. This rating 

will send them to State competition 

this spring. 

The band boosters just purchased a 

nice trailer from Robbins RV and 

Motorsports here in Idabel.  Scott 

Robbins sold the band boosters the 

trailer at cost. He also made sure 

the trailer had all the travel ameni-

ties to secure instruments and 

uniforms. This exceptional support 

of our great band continues to help 

our district Prepare Champions for 

Life!                GO WARRIORS! 
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Special points of interest: 

 SPRING BREAK –March 16-20 

 Senior Brunch—Wednesday March 11, 9:30 

 IP Senior Honors Banquet April 16 

 Community Wide Literacy Festival April 17th 4-6 

pm 

 JOM Sr. Banquet April 19th 

 FFA Banquet April 23rd 

 Band Banquet April 24th 

 IEA Day/PD Day April 24th 

 PopTime/MS ShowChoir April 30th 7 pm 

 Athletic Banquet May 5th 

 Baccalaureate May 6th 7 pm 

 Graduation May 10 2 pm 
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 GO WARRIORS! 

I.H.S. Senior Naomi Wharry recently was 

notified she had been selected to partici-

pate in this very prestigious orchestra.  

In 2020, the orchestra will travel across 

North America under the direction of Car-

los Miguel Prieto with a program that will 

include Stravinsky’s The Rite of Spring and 

feature guest violinist Midori. 

 

Preparing Champions for Life! 

Each summer, Carnegie Hall’s Weill Music 

Institute (WMI) brings together the 

brightest young players from across the 

country to form the National Youth Or-

chestra of the United States of America 

(NYO-USA), a free program for all partici-

pants. Following a comprehensive audition 

process and a three-week training residen-

cy with leading professional orchestra mu-

sicians, these remarkable teenagers embark 

on a tour to some of the great music capi-

tals of the world while serving as dynamic 

music ambassadors. 

IMS Student Spotlight! 

Travis Lin is a sixth grade student at 

Idabel Middle School. He is in the 

advanced math class where he 

scored 94% on his midyear Bench-

mark covering all sixth grade math 

standards.  

He will represent IMS at the Hugo 

Invitational Scholarship Meet on 

March 6th and the McCurtain County 

Curriculum Contest on March 11th. 

Travis has solved 12,500 math facts 

in Reflex Math. Another top score for 

IMS! 

 

His hobby is reading and he enjoys 

fantasy books. Congratulations 

Travis!    

        Preparing Champions for Life! 

Warrior Iron Powerlifting Regional Champs 

Wharry Selected for Another National Honor 

Page 2 Superintendent’s Warrior Report 

The Idabel High School powerlifting 
team competed in Broken Bow at the 
Regional Powerlifting meet recently. 
The team lifted their way to a 3A Re-
gional Championship. Several Warri-
or Iron lifters earned medals. 
 
John Wolf, Aiden Owens, Francisco 
Corona, Nick Hatten, Tyrean Wil-
liams, Maruavius White, Bradley 
Howell, Michael Harper and Jackson 
Thompson all medalled at the Region-
al meet. 

GO WARRIORS! Regional Champions Warrior Iron 2020! 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Math. 

7th Grade medalist were Emma Bundy in 

Math and Chris Lin 3rd in Social Studies. 

8th Grade Medalist was Connor McBrayer 

2nd in Math. 

This was Hugo’s 2nd time to host this 

area curriculum contest and the Idabel 

team has place in the top three both 

years. Preparing Champions for Life! 

Idabel Central Elementary and Idabel 

Middle School took several students to 

Hugo to compete in the local 5th 

through 8th grade curriculum contest 

hosted in Hugo.  Idabel Schools took 

3rd place and brought home a trophy. 

5th Grade medalist were SadieLynn 

Bundy, 2nd in English and Emerson 

McElroy 3rd in Science. 

6th Grade medalist were Braylea Black 

1st in Science and Travis Lin 3rd in 

Bond Projects Update 
 March 16th is the new date for 100% 

completion of the construction docu-

ments.  The date was moved back 10 

days due to some needed changes to 

both projects.  

The April start date has been pushed 

back due to some geo-technical data 

and minor design changes as well as 

Federal rating requirements that must 

be received before moving forward with 

the financial documentation. 

Alex Gil Ranks #1 in Class 

IMS Represents at Hugo Curriculum Contest 
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Alex Gil is graduating first in the 

Senior class.  He is the son of 

Saul and Maribel Gil. While a 

student at Idabel High, Alex has 

served as Student Council Presi-

dent and the National Honor 

Society Vice-President. For two 

years, Alex has attended the 

KTC Pre-Engineering Program, 

where he serves as President of 

that student organization. He 

has also placyed football for the 

Warriors and participated on 

the Powerlifting team. Alex 

plans to attend either the Uni-

versity of Oklahoma or the Uni-

versity of Central Oklahoma 

and pursue a major in Biochem-

istry. 

GO WARRIORS! 

JC Leonard, the bonding agent, 

has informed superintendent 

Brown money should be availa-

ble to start construction the first 

week of June. Jim Newcomb, our 

construction manager, assures 

the district construction will be 

completed by August 1st, 2021. 

As of today we are still on sched-

ule for an April start. We should 

solidify a start date soon.  



lish a funding district and increase property taxes up 
to 10 mills if approved by a majority of voters in the 
funding district. This bill would also allow two-year 
colleges to seek bond issues. It was approved in a 
House committee and could be heard on the House 
floor next week. 

The 2020 Census begins this spring, and participa-
tion from every family is critical in this once-in-a-
decade event that provides us with critical data 
about ourselves as Americans.  

It will determine our representation in government, 
and will establish how $675 billion in federal funds 
are distributed to communities over the next 10 
years. A portion of these funds directly finances 
important school programs, such as special educa-
tion, free and reduced-price meals, class-size reduc-
tion, classroom technology, teacher training, after-
school programs and Head Start.  

                                              GO WARRIORS! 
 

March 12 is the dead-
line for bills to be 
heard in the house of 
origin or they are done 
for the year. 

OSSBA’s Day at the 
Capitol is this Tuesday, 
March 10! It’s a great 
opportunity to meet 

with legislators and discuss the amazing things 
happening in our district! It’s free to attend, lunch 
provided and good for a credit.  

I wanted to bring to your attention three 
bills moving through the legislative process that 
could affect ad valorem collections in school dis-
tricts and could potentially make it more difficult to 
pass bond issues. Proponents argue cities and coun-
ties should have more access to ad valorem dollars 
so they are less reliant on sales taxes. However, it's 
worth remembering many cities and coun-

ties already receive ad valorem dollars and the only 
way school districts have access to sales tax is with 
the permission of the city or county. 

HB 1992, would allow cities and towns to create 
public safety districts and levy a property tax of up 
to 5 mills within the municipality. It would require 
60% voter approval and would be permanent unless 
voters repeal it. It could be used for police, fire and 
emergency medical services equipment and opera-
tions. This bill has passed the House and is eligible 
to be heard in a Senate committee. 

HB 2776, would allow counties to create hazard 
mitigation districts and levy a property tax of up to 2 
mills within the county. It would require 60% voter 
approval and would be permanent unless voters 
repeal it. It could be used for hazard mitigation 
activities. This bill was approved in a House com-
mittee and could be heard on the House floor next 
week. 

HB 4026, would allow two-year colleges to estab-

Board Update 

Sisters are Idabel Central Elementary Spelling Bee 

Champs!  Emerson McElroy champ in 4th and 5th 

grade and little sister    Harper McElroy champ in 2nd 

and 3rd grade!       

              GO WARRIORS! 
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Idabe l  Pub l i c  Schoo ls  Native American Club  

had the Christmas Spirit 

We are on the WEB! 

www.idabelps.org 


