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By Caitlyn Crane
Editor

When students started 
spring break on March 6, they 
expected to return to the 
hallways of Snyder High School 
March 16. Now, thanks to the 
ongoing COVID-19 pandemic, 
students most likely won’t 
return to the building until 
May 4, at the earliest.

For some students, the 
school shutting down and the 
threat of COVID-19 has left 
them stressed and worried.

“Buying necessities is 
becoming more difficult to 
find and expensive. I now eat 
when I am hungry, instead 
of when I am bored. I haven’t 
cut back on the soda this hard 
since freshman year, when I 
was having four sodas a day. 
We haven’t eaten inside a 
restaurant for nearly three 
weeks now. One of my aunts 
has pneumonia at the time of 
writing this and my father has 
had upper respiratory issues 
for years, so my family has to 
be cautious. We can’t have the 
breadwinner become a victim, 
for the sake of all of us,” senior 
Randy Hernandez said.

Some students, however, are 

doing okay with the situation.
“This virus and the 

quarantine have not really 
affected us at all for the reason 
that we are all homebodies, 
but we would like to go out 
sometimes. Staying in does not 
really affect us. The shutting 
down of schools has been 
confusing. We don’t really 
know anything about the 
online classes. They are new. 
We’ve only gone to school for 
less than a week, but we are 
trying to figure it out and stay 
positive throughout everything 
that is happening,” sophomore 
Adriana Briseno said.

Some of the students think 
the overall reaction to the 
COVID-19 outbreak was overly 
dramatic.

“I think it’s a little out-
rageous, especially when it 
comes to every store being 
bought out. Some people are 
left with nothing, while others 
are stocking up with endless 
supplies,” sophomore Caira 
Galvan said.

“I think that the initial 
response to the coronavirus was 
a little blown out of proportion. 
I believe that, if we as a country 
had acted about this calmly, 

we would be in a very different 
scenario. However, I think 
we are taking huge steps in 
figuring this new virus out, 
and we as citizens have done 
a good job staying indoors to 
not continue to spread it,” 
sophomore Madison Lieb said.

Other students think that 
the reaction to COVID-19 was 
reasonable.

“People are totally under-
reacting. For once, the news 
is under-exaggerating! The 
coronavirus is deadly and has 
a high transmission rate, but a 
lot of my friends say, ‘It is not 
worse than the flu.’ Hopefully 
the school makes the right 
decision and shuts down until 
coronavirus has completely 
cleared out of this area, or even 
out of the state,” sophomore 
Mary Kerr said.

“I think the reaction is very 
well placed. The world has 
been preparing for physical 
wars and nuclear attacks, but 
we got hit by a virus that we 
weren’t prepared for. I believe 
the scrambling about and quick 
but questionable reactions are 
understandable,” freshman 
Shad Hodge said.

Most of the students 

think the school’s reaction to 
COVID-19 was appropriate.

“I believe the school has, 
and always will, do the best 
action to ensure the safety of 
the students and teachers. If 
they believe that doing classes 
online will keep us as safe as 
possible from COVID-19, then 
I do not have anything against 
it,” Hodge said.

Some students think the 
school’s reaction was over 
dramatic.

“Overkill. We went through 
all this hassle of getting Wi-Fi to 
students, fixing laptops, giving 
out chargers and switching 
everything online,” senior 
Christina Richardson said.

Continued on Page 16

Students react to COVID-19, school shutdown
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Roar of the Crowd
How are online classes? How are you responding to the pan-

demic and how has it affected you so far?

“Online classes are fine, but I miss going to school and meeting 
people face-to-face. I am pushing the epidemic out of my mind 
right now. It has not affected me, but it has affected some of my 
relatives in Oregon and Washington.”

Chelsea Diaz, freshman

“Since my Algebra 2 class is already online, it’s not that difficult, but 
sometimes the internet is not working or the virtual classes won’t 
connect. I haven’t left the house in a while, but there’s plenty to do 
at home. I get bored sometimes.”

Trinity Dominguez, junior

“My online classes are going good. At first I was a little stressed 
because I didn’t know how this was going to work, but after the first 
day I was more relaxed. I think that the COVID-19 is something 
to worry about, but not as bad as some people are worried about 
it. Everything will be all right in the end. COVID-19 hasn’t really 
affected me that much, other than school getting canceled and all 
sports getting canceled.”

Erin Crane, senior

“Online classes are not too bad, but compared to having a real-life 
teacher they are straight trash. I think it will hurt people’s atten-
dance and grades. I am not freaking out and buying ten rolls of toi-
let paper. I am calm and ready for whatever is gonna’ happen in the 
future. All it has done to me is kept me in my house for a couple of 
weeks.”

Mary Kerr, sophomore

Staff agrees on importance 
of virtual classrooms

The COVID-19 pandemic has disrupted 
most everyone’s lives, including students, 
their teachers and parents. However, it has 
not overrun the school district’s capacity to 
hold classes. 

Teachers are using programs and web-
sites to connect with students and assign 
them classwork. Popular tools include Goo-
gle Classroom, Google Meets, Zoom, Edge-
nuity and iCEV. The technology department 
has set up Wi-Fi hotspots around town so 
that students without internet access can do 
their work. The food service is handing out 
breakfast and lunches at the curb (free for 
students, $2 for adults), at locations around 
town.

Having online classes has its pros and 
cons. Students can work at their own pace 
and some of the work is easy. Weeks’ worth 
of work can be completed in hours. Access 
to technology during normal school time has 
made the transition smoother as some class-
es have used Google Classroom and Edgenu-
ity before.

On the other hand, students can become 
overwhelmed by work just as easily as they 
can do it, and online programs are not a 
good substitute for a teacher in a physical 
classroom.

Technology has its own problems. The in-
ternet can cut in and out. Poor audio and vid-
eo quality can detract from the experience. 
Websites themselves can fail to respond. For 
example, Edgenuity has glitches and its serv-
ers sometimes go down for scheduled main-
tenance or become overloaded by the many 
students accessing it at once. 

The staff believes that while there may 
be issues with technology and the work may 
sometimes be more boring or tedious than 
conventional classes, virtual classes should 
be treated like normal classes. School is still 

in session, and grades still affect GPA and 
class rank.

The administration has revised the grad-
ing policy and class schedule, where students 
must show up to virtual class three times a 
week and complete assignments to receive 
passing grades. 

Students will not pass if they fail to attend 
class and do their work. Seniors treating vir-
tual school like regular school is the differ-
ence between them graduating and being 
held back. They must not use the situation as 
an excuse for not completing their capstone 
projects or filling out scholarship papers on 
time.

It is more important than ever to keep in 
contact with others. Like regular school, stu-
dents are expected to complete assignments 
as they are given and ask for help via email, 
during class or during office hours. Students 
have to invest time into checking their emails 
to be current with school events and im-
portant announcements. More information 
can be found under the “At-Home Learning 
Hub” section of the Snyder ISD website.

Administrators, teachers and students 
alike should also take time to address life out-
side of virtual school. Mental health remains 
a vital part of life. To help family finances, 
students may have to work even during the 
peak of the epidemic. People of all ages are 
concerned about their high-risk family mem-
bers. They worry about not having enough 
supplies. Though taking time to relax will not 
solve any of those issues, it is beneficial to do 
so. Stress will not consume entire families if 
they do not let it.

Education will not become a casualty of 
the epidemic. We cannot allow it to beat us 
and end the semester on a negative note. 
Keep calm, study on and finish this school 
year on a positive note!
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Catch That Crane
E d i t o r  t h i n k s  s t r e s s  b e t t e r  t h a n  b o r e d o m 

By Caitlyn Crane
Editor

So this has 
officially been the 
longest spring 
break ever for like… 
everyone. And let me 

tell you, it’s literally killing me.
A couple years ago, when I 

was sophomore and writing my 
second column ever, I debated 
whether or not it’s better to be 
stressed or bored. I said I’d rather 
be stressed. This only proves my 
point.

School, especially during the 
spring, keeps me very, very, very 
busy. I like being busy. I’d rather 
be stressed out of my mind than 
bored out of my mind. I’m not 
the type of person who likes 
constantly not having anything 
to do. Sure, every now and then, 
there are days I just want to do 
nothing at all. But that’s relaxing 
and peaceful. Three weeks of 
being stuck in my house is not 
relaxing or peaceful.

Now, I’ve tried to keep busy. 

The Not So Daily Zaily

I’ve been a regular checker of 
literally all news sources; try to 
keep up to date. I started painting 
a deck of cards, and I plan to finish 
all 52 cards front and back. I’ve 
binged-watched all the Marvel 
movies in order of release. And 
I’m sure I’ll find other projects or 
things to do. I just hope I don’t 
run out of them.

I recently sent out a 
questionnaire asking how the 
other students in high school were 
feeling about all this, and one kid 
said something that I feel like 
rings true. His name is Jeremiah 
Valenzuela. He quoted Aristotle 
saying, “Man is by nature a social 
animal.” That couldn’t be truer.

But, really, I’m not alone. I’ve 
got my family; we’re all in this 
together. We’ve been doing good. 
Really staying positive. I think if 
we weren’t, it’d be a lot harder.

And I’m really, really not alone 
because the whole world is going 
through this. Everyone alive right 
now is living through this, a global 
disaster. But the world has faced 

global disasters before, and hey, 
we made it through that. So, I’m 
pretty optimistic about our odds. 
I have to say, as much as it seems 
like the end of the world, it really 
isn’t. We’ll get through this. We 
have to.

So as much as I am losing 
my mind from all of this social 
distancing and lack of schoolwork 
and activities, I still feel pretty 
good. I know it’s harder for other 
people. I hope things get better 
real soon for them.

And you’re probably thinking, 
“Caitlyn, aren’t you a senior? 
What about your senior year?”

Yeah, it’s my senior year. I 
hate that this happened now. But 
there’s nothing I can do about 
that right now. I can’t control this 
virus. I can’t control the world, 
the United States, Texas, or even 
Snyder. 

But I can control what I do. 
That’s keeping myself busy in 
time when it seems like there’s 
nothing to do. That’s hanging out 
with my family. That’s doing my 

online schoolwork. Staying home 
because right now it’s better for 
everyone else’s health. That’s 
getting this newspaper done. 
Because that’s what I can control. 
My own actions. 

There’s no blame for what 
happened. Sure there were things 
that were done wrong, but we 
can’t go back and fix that. We 
must take what we have, do better 
and keep going.

So yeah, it’s my senior year 
and it may come down to me not 
being able to compete in anything 
this year, my last year to be able 
to. But think I’ve made my peace 
with it if I don’t. I know UIL is 
trying, but with the circumstances 
of the world, the chances aren’t 
high right now. But I’ll be okay if 
I don’t. That’s just the way things 
sometimes. But it’s not the end of 
the world. It’s not.

I have to say that my class has 
seen a lot of things. We were the 
first kindergarten class at the new 
elementary. We were the last 

eighth grade class at the old junior 
high. We now have experienced 
one of the weirdest and hardest 
senior years like ever. We’re the 
class of 2020. Quite a legacy we’ve 
had. 

So this is basically a long way 
of saying that life is pretty hard 
right now for everyone. Social 
distancing, COVID-19, online 
school… it’s a lot. 

But, like I’ve said, we’re going 
to get through this. We’re going 
to get through this and come 
out stronger than ever. Our 
generation is going to come out of 
this, all of this darkness, sadness 
and pain, and we are going come 
out ready to change the world. I 
was always told when I was little 
that my generation was going to 
be responsible for world when 
we grew up. That’s coming faster 
than I think anyone expected. But 
I think we’re going to be ready for 
it. I’m going to be ready for it. We 
got this. I know we do.

By Zaily Edwards
Staff Writer

Wassup guys 
and I’m back. Yes, I 
am HIGHLY aware 
that in my last two 
columns I said that 
they were the last, 

but due to some reassignments, 
here I am. 

You also may notice that this 
month’s paper is sadly (I think) 
online. And you can thank the 
coronavirus for that. You may be 
thinking, “Isn’t it a good thing 
that the paper is online?” Well, no, 
it’s not. Believe it or not I actually 
like delivering the papers even 
though I HATE walking extra 
distances that are not necessary. 
I like handing my friends papers 
and telling them what page my 

stories are on. It is something that 
will be missed.

Anyways, now to what this 
column is really about. My spring 
break, self-quarantine and all the 
issues that this virus has caused.

Spring break was definitely 
a break that I needed. I relaxed 
and drank WAY too much coffee. 
Almost every day of the ‘planned’ 
spring break I played Fortnite 
with my best friend. Shout out 
to Caitlin for always getting my 
reboot card, unlike others. Then 
school got canceled for the rest of 
the month AND April too. As of 
right, while I’m writing this, we 
are supposed to be back by May 
4. Who knows maybe school gets 
canceled again or maybe we’re 

back on campus?
Being in “quarantine” isn’t 

that bad, I just watch movies and 
Tiktoks when I get tired of playing 
Fortnite and Minecraft and 
there’s not a lot of chores to do at 
my house. I just have to do dishes 
every other day and a load of 
laundry every day. The one thing 
that’s been hard of being at home 
is the school part. I tried writing 
one of my essays for English and 
I stressed myself out so much 
that my eye was twitching. Then 
I decided to look at all my other 
classes on google classroom, 
which is ALL of my classes and I 
had like 13 new assignments for 
ONE class and then I just gave up 
and started writing this. Hopefully 
we do come back to school on 
the fourth because I’m already 

struggling with this everything’s 
online school. 

I guess the one “good” thing 
that came out of the coronavirus 
is the canceling of the STAAR 
test. Yes, I’m actually sad that 
school is canceled because I miss 
my friends and teachers and the 
school’s coffee. Other than that, 
a lot of Americans are freaking 
out for no reason. Yes, there’s a 
CRAZY virus going around. It’s 
a RESPIRATORY VIRUS! There 
is no need for all these “Karens” 
to buy ALL THE TOILET PAPER. 
The same thing goes for eggs and 
milk. Yeah, you can freeze milk, 
but not eggs. Why do you need to 
buy so many eggs? I don’t think 
you freeze them and if you don’t 
end up using them all, they’re just 
gonna’ expire around the same 

time. And if you do use them all, 
why would you want to eat just 
eggs? 

I just think it’s funny that if 
the world was going to end, that 
there’s always gonna’ be soda, 
chips and pet food for you and 
your pets to eat and drink because 
all of those aisles are FULL. Like, 
how are you gonna’ stockpile food 
for your family, but not your pets? 
Sounds kinda’ shady. Just wash 
your hands, don’t eat or drink 
after people and don’t touch 
your face and you’ll have a lower 
chance of getting it.

Well, that’s all for this column. 
Stay safe, stay clean and I’ll see 
you in the next edition of “The 
Not So Daily Zaily.”

W r i t e r  r a n t s  a b o u t  i s s u e s  c a u s e d  b y  C O V I D - 1 9
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Bring on the Hurt

Randy’s Revolution

By Randy 
Hernandez
Staff Writer

So much for 
the warm, con-
gratulatory hugs 
that I promised my 

fellow seniors in my previous 
column. Even in my worst 
nightmares, I wouldn’t be 
afraid of fabricating such a 
fib. Graduation, as we know 
it, probably won’t happen, so 
there’s that. Imagine being a 
moron.

This is my second-to-
last column writing for the 
Tale, and with my previous 
column idea shot down, I am 
rather nervous about how 
this one will turn out. Caitlyn 
is probably typing up a storm 
about her lake, and I am 
assuming that Alyssa will have 
her serious face on, so here I 

am to balance things out!
If only this tirade of mine 

could have been confined to 
my first month’s column, but 
under these circumstances, 
i.e. having to do six classes 
in the thing, here I am again. 
From ashes to ashes and from 
Edgenuity to Edgenuity, here 
we go.

Edgenuity. The real-life 
equivalent of it is me telling 
you that you are currently 
reading my column in the 
school newspaper using your 
eyeballs. The meme equivalent 
of the program is Buzz 
Lightyear with an extended 
neck saying, “Hmm yes, the 
floor here is made out of 
floor!” 

Some instructors keep 
repeating the same basic 
concepts of (insert subject 
here) that most teenagers, 

especially upperclassmen, 
should be familiar with. I 
understand that some people 
might not remember how 
to convert a percent to a 
decimal, but I don’t think it’s 
necessary for the teacher to 
continue stammering on like 
a broken record. At least a 
record can be sped up. It took 
an hour of watching videos to 
finally get her to stop talking 
about dividing x by 100. At 
least that four-dimensional 
condescension only really 
happens in math and science.

There are some plus-sides to 
all of this end-of-year mayhem, 
though. My parents don’t have 
to worry about booking a 
place for my graduation party. 
We don’t have to get up at 
seven in the morning. Praise 
be the Lord for the internet! 
Take that, Aunt Gertrude 

(disclaimer: I don’t have an 
Aunt Gertrude!)

Virtual high school has 
virtual perks. With Open 
Broadcaster Software and a 
green screen, I can attend 
virtual school from my private 
yacht, North Korea, the 
People’s Democratic Popular 
Republic of Potatostan, an evil 
lair, or even the high school 
itself! Imagine lugging a green 
screen all across campus for 
every class. The teachers 
would just be scratching their 
heads. There’s also the mute 
microphone button, which is 
great for those moments when 
you awkwardly feel the need 
to pass gas.

You’d have to wait for 
everyone to make noise 
in real life, but in a virtual 
environment, you can do it 
all you need to. Zoom and 

Google should get me to 
do endorsements for their 
stellar products. Forget the 
revolution, those Benjamins 
be beautiful.

Zoom and Google Meets 
are perfectly competent 
programs, but sometimes we 
humans aren’t. We keep on 
talking over each other as if the 
classroom transformed into a 
political commentary show on 
(insert the news channel you 
dislike the most.) 

I am wholeheartedly con-
fident that we will get through 
this as a country despite 
some partisan fighting, but 
remember this: please eat 
me last in the event of an 
apocalypse.

This is Randy’s Revolution. 
Stay home and stay safe, 
comrades. I will see you again.

Senior revisits old graduation promise, Edgenuity

Writer upset at cancellations; suggests independence
By Alyssa Hurt
Staff Writer 

As you are 
reading this 
month’s news-
paper, I REALLY 
hope we are back 

in school. Real school. If you 
haven’t heard what is going 
on, you live under a rock. 
The coronavirus is out and 
spreading all over the world. 
Ever since spring break, I can 
easily say everyone has gone 
through some crazy stuff. As 
I write this, today is March 
27. Our school has been shut 
down for a couple of weeks, 
STAAR tests are cancelled, the 

city has issued a Stay Home, 
Stay Safe ruling, only essential 
businesses are open, and worst 
of all, sports are postponed, 
pretty much over in other 
words. Softball didn’t even get 
the chance to start district. I 
am at a loss of words on how 
to feel. We have also moved 
to online school. So much 
has happened in the past few 
weeks and I’m not sure how 
I’m handling everything. 

I know everyone is sick 
and tired about what has been 
talked about the past few 
weeks of the virus so instead, 
today I’m going to discuss 
why it’s important to be 

independent. 
In high school we go 

through a lot of stages and 
make friends. It’s great and 
it’s one of the best parts of 
high school. One thing I’ve 
really learned is that you 
have to learn not to depend 
on anybody but yourself. 
What I’m saying isn’t meant 
to sound stuck up. It’s just 
something I believe everyone 
needs to know and understand 
throughout their lives. By 
being “independent,” I mean 
making your own choices, not 
following the crowd, but doing 
what’s best for YOU. You can’t 
go your whole life following 

what others do. You’re not 
living if you do. You will not 
learn if you follow others. 

People are not medicine. 
Having close friends are 
great, they really are. Being 
able to tell each other things 
you wouldn’t tell others and 
having that comfort of another 
person who’s there for you is 
amazing. But you also have to 
understand that others will not 
fix YOUR problems, only you 
can. Things will not change, 
unless you make them change. 
If you let someone else control 
your every move, you will not 
know right from wrong. You 

can’t completely depend on 
another person in your life. 
Just as they have to live their 
life, you have to live yours. 
Your future is what you and 
you only have to worry about. 
Your choices make up your 
future, not another person’s 
choices.

Until next time with “Bring 
on the Hurt,” where hopefully, 
we will be back in our normal 
routine and not online 
school. I can only hope I will 
be writing my next column 
in a classroom and not my 
bedroom. Coronavirus, please 
give us our lives back.
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Tinkler’s Tea

Alantis’ Addition

just all-around amazing people, 
but why do they only get to be 
accepted in a certain group of 
people? Now, I know this kind 
of goes back to my other rant 
about “fitting in” and I guess it 
kind of does, but I mean, come 
on, what do teens struggle 
with to this day? Struggling to 
be themselves and be proud of 
who they are, to fit in with who 
they are and to feel comfort-
able enough to feel accepted as 
who they are, but that’s beside 
the point. 

Who are you? A shy kid? A 
rebel? No matter who you are 
or who you may want to be, you 
are still an amazing person and 
spreading awareness of positiv-
ity is something that should be 
rapidly spread.

I like to go out and give 
that positivity, even if someone 
doesn’t say anything back. May-
be they’re having a bad day or 
they just haven’t been feeling 

By Alantis 
Hermosillio
Staff Writer

Hello and wel-
come back to any-
one who may have 
tuned in again. 

What is today’s topic you 
may ask? Well, today I will be 
talking about positivity. 

Our society has become so 
diverse in so many ways, why 
are people still hiding who they 
are? 

It may be because of people 
who live in our society who 
are so negative that they have 
to bring everyone else down. 
Sadly we have a lot of that to-
day, no matter how much we 
advance in our society. We still 
come crashing back down due 
to the number of people who 
want to see others fail, instead 
of succeed. 

Today there are so many 
people who are inspiring and 

the best. Those are the mo-
ments you take advantage of. 
Give them positive vibes, tell 
them they look great today, tell 
them to have a good day, even 
just a friendly smile and, “how 
are you?” will do the trick. But 
if we all just keep hiding behind 
the invisible bars of negativity, 
how are we going to find our-
selves and be happy? 

The only one stopping you 
from doing you, is yourself. 

If you’re in a bad mood, who 
put you there and how can you 
make it better? If you’re in a 
toxic relationship or friendship, 
find your way out of it and do it 
for you, not to make someone 
else happy. 

Building character is diffi-
cult, but it’s key to a happy and 
better life for yourself.

Being yourself is the best 
kind of positivity anyone could 
ever need for themselves and 
that starts a chain reaction, like 

a domino effect. Show yourself 
off and be proud of who you 
are and how far you’ve come. 
Don’t cower in fear of what 
people may think because they 
aren’t you and they can’t tell 
you to stop being yourself. You 
are you for a reason and if they 
don’t accept it, then they can 
leave if they want to see you fail. 
Stand up for yourself and prove 
them wrong. Show them what 
you’re capable of, instead of let-
ting them hurt you.

In many cases, this isn’t easy. 
Leaving a friendship, relation-
ship or even being yourself 
openly isn’t. But when you get 
yourself out there, behold an 
amazing person who is doing 
good all by themselves, because 
they found a way out of the shell 
holding them back. 

So spread positivity and show 
the world that there’s more to 
the world than just the negative. 
Show the world what you can do, 

what you have already done and 
let the positivity spill out like a 
pool of good vibes.

Be the reason someone smiles 
today. Help someone out, show 
them that life is better with a real 
smile.

So, let’s do it, let’s change 
the world, one kind word at a 
time. Let’s make the world a bet-
ter place for yourself and your 
neighbor, showing what good 
things come with life. 

You can do it. Tell yourself in 
the mirror even. These are easy 
words. You are valid, today will 
be a good day and start your day 
off with a smile and see what 
changes and see how your mood 
will rise for the better.

You got this because we are 
all human. We can do better 
for us, as not just a person, but 
as a community, a society and a 
world.

H e r m o s i l l i o  s e e s  n e e d  f o r  p o s i t i v i t y

Sophomore d iscusses  lessons learned
By Ryleigh Tinkler
Staff Writer 

Hi guys! 
I’m currently writ-

ing this in quaran-
tine. Right now, I’m 

all cozy in bed and I’ve been 
thinking forever on what I’m 
gonna’ write about this issue. 
I felt like I should go over my 
sophomore year and just talk 
about all of the lessons I’ve 
learned and how I’ve changed 
as the school year has gone on. 

When school first started, I 
was coming back to school with 
20 inches of my hair cut off and 

was really feeling like a baddie. 
On the first day of school I got 
dress coded right after our first 
assembly. And in conclusion, 
I was mad about my skirt, but 
I came back to school in jeans 
and a crop top, lol. Lesson I 
learned is if you’re out of dress 
code, just be slick. Just kidding, 
just kidding, ALWAYS follow 
the rules. 

The night of our Pink Out 
football game, I was in a car 
accident right after the game. 
Before I didn’t realize how my 
life could be so affected by cars. 
Now I’m terrified of cars and 

have more value for my life and 
my safety. 

I’ve gone through many dif-
ferent types of relationships and 
I can say that for a friendship or 
a relationship, you should never 
force anything and that if they 
treat you one way one time, 
they most likely will treat you 
like that forever. Always forgive 
and have hope in change and 
healthy relationships. But not 
everything you want happens, 
so just go with the flow and 
accept whatever happens and 
grow from it. 

My whole life I’ve been a 

skinny, petite girl. I’ve been 
size 00 and extra small forev-
er! Over this school year, I’ve 
gained 30 pounds. Weighing 
130 pounds was bothering 
me for a little bit because I’ve 
never been that heavy before. 
Don’t get me wrong, 130 isn’t 
a bad weight. I’ve just never 
been over 110 pounds before 
and it just made me insecure. 
Once I found confidence in it, 
I accepted that gaining weight 
isn’t a bad thing. But letting my 
weight bother me was a very 
bad toxic thing. Then I started 
to learn to always love myself. 

I started to work out and eat 
healthier and drink more water. 
I’ve found so much more confi-
dence in myself. 

This school year has really 
taught me how important self-
love is. Loving yourself is more 
deep than just liking how you 
look. 

The good and the bad of this 
school year has definitely given 
me a lot of self-growth. And I’m 
very thankful for everything 
I’ve been through and all of the 
lessons I’ve learned. 
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By Dani Greer
Staff Writer

The one-act cast and 
crew of “Tempest” won 
the district round of UIL 
academic competition, and 
brought home several indi-
vidual awards March 4.

Collin Guynes was 
named best actor.

Whitney Tubbs, Jaden 
West, and Will Haley were 
named to the all-star cast.

Brence Jasso was named 
honorable mention allstar 
Cast.

Noah Grant was named 
outstanding individual tech-
nician.

The crew was named 
outstanding technical 
crew. Members of the crew 
are Grant,  Johnny-Dean 
Maresch and Eli McClain.

“I was really impressed 
with the performance they 
gave. After our district per-
formance my first thought 
was, ‘Wow! We could win 
this whole thing this year!’  
There are always things to 
improve upon, but their 
performance was phenom-
enal,” Clark Reed, director, 
said about the company.

Bi-district, which would 
be the next step for the 
group, and other levels of 
competition have been put 

on hold by UIL until May 4 
due to the coronavirus pan-
demic.

With social distancing in 
place due to the COVID-19, 
the cast still practices in 
other ways.

“They are working in-
dividually, doing what is 
called ‘Italian Runs,’ mean-
ing they speak their lines 
by themselves and visualize 
what is happening in the 
scene as they run through 
the lines.  We also hold vir-
tual rehearsals where they 
can run through the show 
through Google Meet,” 
Reed said.

They also have different 
things to work on before 
UIL starts up again.

“The thing we need to 
work most on is something 
we can’t do virtually, unfor-
tunately. We were working 
on character relationships 
and how they show their 
affection/disaffection to 
one another.  This generally 
involves touching, hugging, 
fighting, etc. and we can’t 

do that during social dis-
tancing.  We also are work-
ing to tighten up our tech 
and special effects, which 
also can’t be done from 
home.  

“Hopefully we will be 
able to get back to work 
soon and be able to com-
plete the work needed to 
continue advancing,” Reed 
said. 

The two other advancing 
plays were Midland Green-
wood and Sweetwater.

Other members of 
the one-act company are 
Jaqulynn Craig, Caitlyn 
Crane, Gillian Crist, Baylee 
Green, Karsen Grope, Em-
mah Hilburn-Herrera, Ma-
ria Martinez, Collin Mitten, 
Alex Monroy, Chris More-
no, Temo Olvera, Isabel Ro-
cha, and Aurora Savedra.

Alternates are Keylee 
Wagner, Sylvia Martinez, 
Robert Turner, Tanner 
Tubbs, Bryant Craig and 
Anna Hanley.

Sue Tabor is assistant di-
rector.

Seven individual awards earned

One-act wins district 
with ‘Tempest’

The one-act cast and crew won the district UIL one-act competi-
tion March 4. Pictured are, first row, director Clark Reed, Baylee 
Green, Sylvia Martinez, Isabel Rocha, assistant director Sue Tabor; 
second row, Caitlyn Crane, Anna Hanley, Aurora Savedra; third 
row, Whitney Tubbs, Jaqulynn Craig, Emmah Hilburn-Herrera; 
fourth row, Maria Martinez, Karson Grope, Temo Olvera; fifth row, 
Will Haley, Jaden West; sixth row, Gillian Crist, Brence Jasso, Alex 
Monroy; seventh row, Tanner Tubbs, Keylee Wagner; eighth row, 
Noah Grant, Johnny-Dean Maresch; ninth row, Collin Mitten, Col-
lin Guynes and Eli McClain. Contributed photo
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Cardinal George Pell was 
freed by Australia’s High Court 
after serving 13 months of a six 
year sentence. Pell’s original 
guilty finding, by a unanimous 
jury in 2018, was upheld by an 
appeals court last August.

His conviction was over-
turned on five counts of child 

sex abuse, one count of sexual 
penetration of a child and four 
counts of committing an inde-
cent act with a child.

He was the most senior 
member of the Vatican to be 
publicly accused of sexually 
abusing children. Pell’s name 
will be removed from Austra-

lia’s register of child sex offend-
ers. When he was released, he 
said he felt no ill will toward his 
accuser and did not want his ac-
quittal to add to the bitterness 
in the community.

Sources: CNN News, Wash-
ington Post

A fire spread on a grassy 
area at Southwest Florida Inter-
national Airport and destroyed 
more than 3,500 rental cars on 
April 3. Department officials 

said that the fire had expanded 
to 15 acres and it had originally 
involved 20 cars in the grassy 
rental car overflow area at the 
airport. The fire was fully extin-

Florida grass fire claims more than 3,500 cars
guished the next day. Florida’s 
state fire marshal is currently 
investigating its cause.

Sources: CNN News, USA To-
day

Australian High Court overturns 
Cardinal’s child sex abuse sentence

Taiwan bans Zoom due 
to Chinese government, privacy

Rockets strike Zubair oil field in Basra

French counter-terrorist forces begin inquiry
The counter-terrorist police 

force in France has launched an 
investigation into a stabbing at-
tack that left two people dead 
and five injured. The incident 
occurred in Romans-sur-Isère, 
a city in southeast France.

Three Sudanese men, one 

of whom is the suspect, have 
been arrested. The suspect is a 
33-year-old asylum seeker, who 
has a 10-year residency permit.

The attacker reportedly 
prayed in Arabic and asked the 
police to kill him as he was be-
ing detained. The prosecutors’ 

office said that when they were 
searching his house, they came 
across religious writings that 
complained about living in a 
“country of unbelievers.”

Sources: ABC News, The 
Guardian

According to Iraqi military 
officials, at least three missiles 
were involved in the attack on 
a Zubair oil field in Basra, Iraq. 
The military also said that the 
rockets caused insignificant 
damage to the facility.

Security forces found a rock-

et launcher with 11 unused 
rockets on a road nearby, all of 
which were defused.

The Iraqi army is determin-
ing the group that is reponsi-
ble as no militant group has 
claimed responsibility. This has 
been the first attack on Ameri-

can oil installations in the coun-
try in the past few months.

The oil field was operated 
by Italian energy company ENI 
and had Halliburton workers 
working there.

Sources: New York Times, 
ABC News

The Taiwanese government 
has barred its citizens from us-
ing the videoconferencing soft-
ware Zoom after it was revealed 
that unencrypted data was sent 
to the People’s Republic of Chi-

na, a country that does not rec-
ognize Taiwan’s independence.

Zoom said that the data acci-
dentally went through Beijing, 
China’s capital, and apologized.

Source: BBC
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Allen Gillespie’s world history class chats on Zoom. Pictured from the top row are 
Luis Solis, Gillespie, Freddie Martinez; middle row, Zach Meador, Sydney Fuentes, 
Brandy Jones; bottom row, Baylee Freeman, Ricky Luna and Isael Rios.

Sophomore and cheerleader Caira Galvan promotes 
social distancing to help stop the spread of the coro-
navirus. 

Science teacher Scott Weatherman attends staff meet-
ing through Google Meets.

Jose Lopez’s Spanish class attends a Google Meeting. 
Pictured above are, top row, Jerri Villarreal and Nich-
olas Benavidez; bottom row, Tanner Tubbs and Kobe 
Amarillas.

An Instagram post for the first day of quarantine March 
23, when online classes began, via Zoom or Google 
Hangouts.

SHS faculty and staff attend a Google Hangouts for one of their morning staff meet-
ings.
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‘Heartbreaking for many reasons. I pray 
that each and every kid who sat in these 
chairs stays well, mentally and physical-
ly. I pray that each senior who walked 
through my door will always feel like they 
are a special part of my teaching career.  I 
pray this virus goes away quickly, so these 
halls and classrooms can be filled with 
laughter again. Most of all, I hope and 
pray Kade can stop by at least one more 
time and grab his daily package of peanut 
butter crackers!’ 

Wendy Hunter, 
education training teacher and 

mom of 2020 senior

The girls’ basketball team holds their virtual basketball banquet April 1. In the 
top row, is Kamiah Davis with mom, Tammy Davis; Abigail Benitez, Coach Bianca 
Gonzalez; second row, Brianna Richburg, Erin Crane; third row Hayley Humphrey, 
Coach Holly Potts; fourth row, Coach Jan Kruse, Mayce Herrington, Amy Martinez, 
Melanie Martinez, Natalee James, Coach T’Leah Eicke; bottom row, Taryn Nobles 
and ZaLyn Jaramillo.

Instructional education practice teacher Wendy Hunter’s empty classroom on Fri-
day, March 20. The faculty and staff came back to school the week after spring break, 
working on plans for possible online instruction, due to the coronavirus pandemic. 
Online instruction began for SISD students March 23 and will continue until May 
4, at which time a decision will be made about the remainder of the school year. 
UIL and Governor Greg Abbott have suspended extracurricular activities and school 
until then.

Coach Desmond Ayala’s sixth period honors world history students are, top row, 
Coach Desmond Ayala, Kalysa Burleson, Steven Jackson; middle row, Morgan Chap-
man, Hunter Stewart, Jeremiah Valenzuela; bottom row, Maverick Hernandez, Jaden 
West and Kinsey Kelley. 
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By Ryleigh Tinkler
Staff Writer 

Four of 77 students who 
advanced to the UIL state the-
atrical design contest are from 
Snyder.

The four students are Jaden 
West, set design; Anna Hanle, 
costume design; Collin Mitten, 
marketing; and Maria Marti-
nez, marketing. 

Theater teacher Clark Reed 
said the four received unani-
mous votes to advance to the 
state level.

“In set design, only 21 ad-
vanced in the state. In costume 
design, 38 advanced, and in 
marketing, only 18 advanced 
in the state. These students are 
definitely among the elite de-
signers in the state of Texas!” 

Reed said.
The theatrical design team 

has to go through a two- or 
three-judge scoring system to 
determine who advances.

“In the first round, students 
don’t necessarily place.  They 
are given ratings by two judg-
es. If both judges give them a 
‘superior’ or ‘1’ rating, they ad-
vance to state. If they receive 

By Randy Hernandez
Assistant Editor

Three groups and two indi-
viduals competed at the Skill-
sUSA District 2 competition in 
San Angelo on Feb. 28-29.

Competing as teams were 
Emily Carper and Daniela 
Dominguez in medical math; 
Jayden Howard, Nathaniel 
Fuentez and Tayor Ashlock in 
automotive tool ID; and Dallas 
Ashlock, Jaime Hernandez and 
Reanna Silva in welding.

a ‘1’ from one judge and a ‘2’ 
from another, the entry would 
go to a third judge, who would 
break the tie.”  

West was the only student 
who advanced in the competi-
tion last year.

“Our improvement was in-
credible this year.   Last year 

Bobby Benson and Benito 
Alaniz participated in single 
person carpentry as individuals.

Students competed in cate-
gories including tool identifica-
tion, diagnoses in electrical and 
performance and parts recogni-
tion for brakes, suspension and 
steering.

Sponsoring the events were 
health science teacher David 
York, auto technology teacher  
William Parker and industrial 

arts teacher Tony Young.
“The students were very 

competitive in their catego-
ries,” Parker said. “The major-
ity of our students were very 
competent in their categories, 
but we didn’t place. There were 
hundreds of students compet-
ing for one to two state spots.”

“They just placed the top 
three, and we do not have the 
results of any further places,” 
Young said.

Ten students compete 
at district SkillsUSA

we only advanced one student 
to state. He ended up plac-
ing sixth overall, which wasn’t 
bad, but this year we advanced 
four. If you do the math, that’s 
a 300 percent improvement 
over last year. These students 
worked really hard and we are 
hoping against hope that they 
get to compete at state,” Reed 
said.

F o u r  a d v a n c e

D r a m a  s t u d e n t s  q u a l i f y 
f o r  U I L  s t a t e  t h e a t r i c a l  d e s i g n
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By Alondra Tovar
Staff Writer

“Color guard is a really 
well-rounded activity that 
combines dance, music and 
flag manipulation. It is an ac-
tivity that provides an outlet 
for self-expression, similar to 
theater,” Teresa Archambo, 
band director, said. 

Color guard has two sea-
sons, marching season in the 
fall and winter guard in the 
winter and early spring.

“In the marching season 
during football, color guard 
enhances the halftime show 
with colorful displays of danc-
ing and flag work. They always 
have a routine that compli-
ments the marching band and 
their show theme,” she said.

“In winter guard, the color 
guard shines independently 
in their own competition by 
learning dance and choreogra-
phy to recorded music rather 
than the music of the march-
ing band. These competitions 
are held indoors. They are usu-
ally held in a gym or coliseum, 
where spectators are able to 
come and enjoy the perfor-
mances.”

Members in color guard 
are Naydeen Tovar (captain), 

Tyzane Hill, Abigail Reyes, 
Malachi Courtney, Jasime Mc-
Gough, Rico Santana, Alexis 
Pace and Karsen Grope.

They had four contests 
scheduled for the winter sea-
son, including the final cham-
pionship which was scheduled 
at Levelland.

“We performed for the first 
time Feb. 8 at Midland Green-
wood, which was our field day. 
This was more of a ‘practice 
run.’ We did receive feedback 
from adjudicators from all 
over Texas,” Archambo said. 
“Our second performance was 
at Lubbock Roosevelt Feb. 29. 
We placed fifth in the novice 
level.”

There were 12 novice units 
at the competition, she said.

“We did not schedule a 
competition during spring 
break, but other schools did 
participate in one since their 
spring break happened a week 
later,” Archambo said. “We 
basically planned to go back 
to rehearsals when school 
started. However due to the 
nationwide corona outbreak, 
the remaining rehearsals and 
competitions were canceled.”

The members have differ-
ent uniforms.

“This season, our march-
ing show required high top 
sneakers and a hip-hop dance 
outfit. That outfit came to a 
total of $100. The outfit was 
paid for by the band boosters 
and the students themselves. 
The guard also had to pay for 
the travel clothes, that was also 
required by the band students. 
This travel outfit (shorts, 
socks, and t-shirt) cost $21. 
For winter guard, the outfit 
came to $42.”

Any student who is academ-
ically eligible may join color 
guard.

“We planned to have audi-
tions as soon as champion-ships 
were over. We will conduct the 
auditions as soon as we can af-
ter school is back in session on 
campus,” Archambo said.

A two season organization

Color guard offers dance, music, self-expression

Color guard members are, back row, Malachi Courtney, Tyzane Hill, Jasime 
McGough; middle row, Naydeen Tovar, Alexis Pace; and front row, Karsen 
Grope, at their performance at Midland Feb. 29. Not pictured are Abigail 
Reyes and Rico Santana. Contributed photo
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wards said.
Being in choir has its perks. 
“I like how friendly the 

people are, but I dislike some 
of the songs. I mainly joined 
because I love singing with a 
group,” sophomore Desiree 
Garces said. 

“Just do it. Even if you don’t 
end up liking it, it’s still a fun 
experience,” Edwards said. 

“I highly encourage you 
to join and I like the teacher 
and how supportive he is. I 
don’t really dislike anything. I 
joined because I love singing 
and wanted to be a part of the 
organization,” senior Whit-
ney Tubbs said. 

Sophomore Baylee Green 
said, “Do it! If you really enjoy 
singing and will actually try, 
it's fun. I like my section, but 
I dislike people who don’t try 
in choir at all. I joined because 
I really love singing and I’ll try 
my best to get what needs to 
be done, done.”

“I highly encourage it as 
long as you participate,” Garc-
es said. 

“You form a bond with all 
kinds of different people who 
become like family, but there 
can be a lot of pressure put 
on us near contest and some 
people get too big of an ego. 

It can be fun and games, but it 
is also a serious class at times,” 
Bredemeyer said. 

The program comes with 
its disadvantages, but the ad-
vantages overrule any “down-
side” of the program. 

“An advantage of being in 
acappella is going to competi-
tion and singing on the stairs. 
A disadvantage is balancing 
your schedule if you’re in-
volved with a lot,” Garces said. 

“Advantages would be 
singing, having an awesome 
teacher, advancing my vo-
cal skills and being with my 
friends. Disadvantages would 
be struggling with some notes 
and I’m still trying to get flu-
ent in sight reading,” Green 
said.

There are different levels of 
choir: non-varsity, varsity and 
acappella. 

“I enjoy the sense of com-
munity,” Tubbs said.

Other things that are liked 
about the program are “the 
friends you make,” Castillo 
and Bredemeyer said. 

“I love making a beautiful 
sound with a group of peo-
ple,” Crane said. 

“I like how good we sound 
after working hard on a song,” 
Garces said.

There is a new officer posi-
tion. 

“My position is the ser-
geant-of-arms. I make sure 
choir meetings are run 
smoothly and without inter-
ruption. I also help to make 
sure everyone is listening to 
the speaker,” Crane said. 

Choir members encourage 
students to join. As many of 
the acappella students said, 
“It’s a fun experience” and 

“there are a lot of opportuni-
ties for anyone who is willing 
to try hard.” 

“I love singing and if you’re 
willing to try hard to sing and 
make a good sound, then I 
would highly recommend you 
join choir. Even if it’s not your 
thing, it’s still a very good ex-
perience for anyone who will 
actually push themselves to 
do so,” Tubbs said.

By Alantis Hermosillio
Staff Writer

(Editor’s note: The Tiger’s 
Tale staff will feature different 
organizations throughout the 
remainder of the year.)

Being part of choir has 
several advantages as juniors 
Emily Bredemeyer and Hailey 
Castillo both said, “It helps 
overcome shyness.” 

Another advantage is “we 
get to sing the alma mater and 
fight song on the stairs,” ju-
nior Zaily Edwards said.

“You’re working with a 
great group of people. You get 
to know what it feels like and 
sounds like when everyone is 
singing beautifully,” senior 
Caitlyn Crane said. 

The reason choir members 
join are generally the same 
across the board.

“I joined because I love mu-
sic and singing,” Crane said. 

Bredemyer and Castillo 
said they joined for the expe-
rience. 

“Singing the alma mater 
and fight song on the stairs. 
My freshman and sophomore 
year I watched them sing and 
I always got the chills. Now 
that I’m in acappella, I sing on 
the stairs and I always end up 
with a smile on my face,” Ed-

Choir offers advantages for students
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By Caitlyn Crane
Editor

Snyder ISD will be closed 
and online until May 4 by order 
of Governor Greg Abbott.

“As we receive new informa-
tion from local and government 
experts regarding how to best 
ensure the safety of our stu-
dents, staff and community, we 
will make ad-justments to our 
plan,” SISD superintendent Dr. 
Eddie Bland said.

The district has moved class-
es to online platforms to ensure 
the health of the students, staff 
and community.

“Should staff need access to 
their classroom, they are doing 
so at specified times. Custodi-
ans are working dili-gently to 
sanitize high touch surfaces and 
thoroughly clean the buildings 
after staff leave,” Bland said.

Transitioning to online class-
es has presented unique chal-
lenges for staff, students and 
parents.

“Our staff has risen to the 
challenge and has pulled to-
gether a robust plan to ensure 
our students continue learning 
during these times,” Bland said.

Bland said there were many 
factors to consider when decid-
ing to shut down.

“Not only does the school 
provide education for students, 

but we are also a source of 
food for many. SISD food ser-
vices have mobilized to pro-
vide breakfast and lunch for 
students for free and adults for 
$2. More information about the 
meal program may be found on 
the SISD website. Many par-
ents continue to work during 
the shutdown and we know this 
presents a challenge to fami-
lies,” Bland said

The school district is mak-
ing plans in case the district re-
opens this school year.

“Water fountains are cov-
ered to reduce the risk of 
spreading germs. However, to 
encourage proper hydration, 
we ask parents to send water 
bottles with students. Water 
bottles will be provided to stu-
dents who do not have one. 
Some campuses are equipped 
with bottle fillers and those 
will be left open for use. Teach-
ers will review good hygiene 
practices with students and re-
inforce healthy habits through-
out the day. Custodial staff will 
be cleaning and disinfecting 
high-touch surfaces and filling 

soap and sanitizer dispensers 
throughout the day. The E-mist 
disinfectant system will be used 
on buses and in classrooms dai-
ly after the kids have left. The 
cafeteria will serve meals for 
breakfast and lunch, as usual. 
Lunchtimes may be altered 
to allow for more distance be-
tween students. Elementary 
schedules will be modified to 
space out arrival and dismissal 
times and allow more time for 
hand washing,” Bland said.

Information for students, 
parents and the community is 
being shared on the SISD web-
site, the SISD Facebook page, 
email, text, the Snyder Tigers 
app, “Snyder News” and Big 
Star Radio.

“I would like to thank our 
families and students for their 
patience and commitment to 
their kids.  The staff has worked 
hard to move to an alternate ed-
ucational platform in just one 
week. Working together, we 
can continue to help our stu-
dents learn while keeping them 
as safe as possible,” Dr. Bland 
said.

SISD to remain closed until May 4

Feature

Snyder ISD will provide FREE breakfast and lunch while 
campuses are closed. All children 18-years-old and young-
er are eligible. Adult meals will be available for $2 and 
may be paid for with cash or check. Breakfast and lunch 
will be served to-go and will be available for pick-up Mon-
day-Saturday from 11:30 a.m.-1 p.m. Curbside pick-up lo-
cations are Snyder Primary School westside driveway (by 
cafetorium), The Coliseum (900 E. Coliseum Dr.), Travis 
Gym (2605 Ave. M) and the Greenhill Area.

District provides meals 
for students, Families

Drop off boxes for students to turn in their assignments are in front 
of Worsham Auditorium. 
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By Caitlyn Crane
Editor

COVID-19 is a virus “from a 
large family of coronaviruses.”

The symptoms of COVID-19 are 
a fever of 100.3 or higher, shortness 
of breath and a cough.

School nurse Chris Bane said 
the best way to prevent the spread 
is “washing your hands, don’t touch 
your mouth, nose or eyes, covering 
coughs and sneezes, limiting travel 
and to practice social distancing.”

Social distancing is staying at 
least six feet away from other people 
with no more than 10 people in an 
enclosed area.

“Staying at least six feet apart 
limits your chance of getting the 
virus. Communicate with people on 
the phone or computer,” Bane said.

According to Bane, the virus 
spreads easily.

“It last hours in the air and days 
on surfaces. It spreads three times 
more than A or B flu. The severity 
of the disease in the U.S. in the next 
phase depends on the characteristics 
of the virus and how it responds to 
drug trials and immunization and 
the public health response. That 
means that every person’s actions 
affect our overall outcome. How 
you react matters,” she said.

As of April 6, the number of 
confirmed cases in the United 
States was 330,891 and the number 
of deaths was 8,910.

The appropriate response to 
this virus is to listen and follow 
directions given from the U.S 
Surgeon General and Centers for 
Disease Control (CDC) as well as 
local health authorities, Bane said.

“Wash your hands, cover coughs 
and sneezes, and limit travel outside 
of your home. If you have traveled 
recently internationally or to any 
state with community spread, 
monitor your temperature twice a 
day,” Bane said. 

Every state in the United States 
has confirmed COVID-19 cases.

“Wyoming had the fewest at 200, 
New York has  the most at 119,435 
and Texas 6,812,” Bane said.

She said that if someone suspects 
that they have been exposed, but 
haven’t shown any symptoms, that 
they should stay home and monitor 
their temperature two times a day.

“If, after being exposed while 
traveling in a state or country with 
community spread and you have any 
of the symptoms, call your doctor 
or local health department for 
instructions on what to do,” Bane 
said.

As for the likelihood of a cure, 
Bane said, “I think there is a good 
chance that scientists can find or 
develop a drug to cure or lessen the 
symptoms. There is also a chance 
for an immunization medicine to be 
developed. This involves time and 
many trials.” 

Bane said that worldwide drug 
and immunization trials are being 
done to combat this disease.

The school district has done 
many things to prepare the school 
in event that the district reopens.

“We are identifying students 
and staff that have traveled to hot 
spots and talked to them about 
precautions and monitoring. We 

have purchased more thermometers 
and planned ways to monitor all 
staff and students in the event that 
we return to school. Housekeeping 
and maintenance staff has been 
re-educated on proper cleaning 
procedures of our facilities and 
proper use of each disinfecting 
cleaning product. Hand sanitizer, 
soap and water are readily available. 

All drinking fountains are covered,” 
nurse Bane said.

 Bane thinks this is time for 
inner reflection and realizing what 
is important.

“If you’re not concerned about 
your own health, think about those 
around. Your actions affect not only 
you, but every person you come in 
contact with,” she said.

School nurse explains COVID-19, precautions, social distancing

Online classes begin at high school
By Caitlyn Crane
Editor

On Monday, March 23, the high 
school started online courses after 
the district remained closed due to 
the COVID-19 outbreak.

“Snyder High School students 
will receive instruction through 
an online platform utilizing 
Google Classroom, Edgenuity, 
iCEV or other instructional means 
that teachers have planned and 
prepared. Currently, teachers will 
be allowed to be at SHS one day a 
week, Tuesday, from 8-12 to retrieve 
instructional items, make plans for 

students or contact students,” high 
school principal Janell Martin said.

Martin said that having to 
transition learning formats at this 
time of the year is unfortunate.

“But, we are very fortunate 
to have the means (technology-
wise) and teachers/staff to make 
the adjustment as quickly as we 
have. Who could have predicted in 
August, when we began our year 
with the online math instruction via 
Grapevine/Colleyvillle teachers and 
Edgenuity instructional platform, 
that that would prepare us for this 
major instructional/learning shift.  Continued on Page 15

I am thankful that our teachers 
and students have ‘pulled together, 
understand the situation and are 
making the best of it in many 
different ways’,” Martin said.

Martin knows “there’s a lot of 
activities outside of the classroom 
that also have been put on hold 
for the spring semester. We are 
learning more each day and working 
as a campus to see how best to move 
forward, be able to provide some 
‘normalcy’.”
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Faculty spent the week of March 
16 preparing to transition to online 
classes.

“That week, while all the teachers 
and staff were busily preparing for 
online instruction, several teachers 
commented to the effect, ‘It’s just 
not the same here without students 
in the hallways. It’s too quiet. I 
miss my students and hearing 
from them and what’s going on in 
their world.’  It’s comments and 
discussions like these that reassure 
me that Snyder High School is going 
to be successful and rise to the 
challenge that this circumstance has 
presented,” Martin said.

Martin said the faculty and staff 
worked hard and quickly to prepare 
for online classes.

“It seemed as every day, almost 
every hour the ‘game plan’ was 
changing as this is a very fluid 
situation and new information 
received, would cause a new 
direction.  With each changing 
plan, the endgame was kept on the 
forefront of all faculty and staff… 
that was to make sure SHS students 
were taken care of and that quality 

instruction can be provided in this 
ever-changing time,” Martin said.

The school district is doing all it 
can to meet the needs of students.

“SHS and SISD are striving daily 
to meet the needs of our students, 
both through academic learning, 
educational support, providing 
internet hotspots around town 
(locations throughout Snyder for 
accessing) and making sure all 
students have food daily. There is 
a meal program provided Monday-
Saturday,” Martin said.

Information is continuously 
coming from the SISD public 
information officer, technology 
department, campus administration, 
teachers, coaches and activity 
sponsors that is available for students, 
parents and the community.

Martin reminds students to 
check their student emails regularly.

“Thank you for your patience 
and understanding during this 
transitional time. Please stay in 
contact with your teachers via 
the Google HangOut, Google 
Classroom or email,” Martin said.

The school will remain closed 
until May 4.

“Until then, we are following 

the announcement and declaration 
from Governor Abbott and 
temporarily closing the ‘brick and 
mortar’ portion of school, but the 
learning will continue in the online 
format,” Martin said.

High school transitions to online classes

SHS teachers  react 
to  shutdown ,  onl ine  classes
By Caitlyn Crane
Editor

The school shutting down has 
affected a lot of people, especially 
teachers who have had to quickly 
transition from a normal classroom 
to online classes.

Most of the teachers agree that 
the district made the right decision 
in shutting down the school.

“With all the new cases popping 
up, we need to take precautions, so 
we can hopefully slow the spread. 
Italy has lost so many people. We 
don’t want to see that happen here 
in the United States,” history teach-
er Sheroke Meyer said.

“I believe the district’s response 
has been appropriate to keep the 
students and faculty safe.  They have 
followed the guidelines outlined by 
the state while still trying to main-
tain some sense of normalcy,” math 
teacher Shane Stewart said.

“I think the district is acting in 
the best interests of students, faculty 
and staff. With a virus as contagious 

as this, I think it is best to err on 
the side of caution,” English teacher 
Andrew Trent-Nichols said.

“The district is doing the best 
they can with what they have. What 
we are experiencing has never hap-
pened before, or at least in our life-
times, so we’re all just flying by the 
seat of our pants,” ag teacher Jordan 
Gates said.

Others think the schools should 
stay open.

“If you think about how many 
healthcare workers have school-
age children, I can foresee parents 
having to stay home to take care of 
their children.  Schools and teachers 
play an important part in our com-
munities as in loco parentis.  I want 
to do my part to help during this 
time but keep schools open,” dual 
credit WTC English teacher Dustin 
Morrow said.

For some teachers, the hardest 
part of the shut-down is being able 
to communicate and not seeing 
their students.

Continued on Page 17

Continued from Page 14 Martin said that the high school 
students are amazing.

“They are definitely rising to 
the challenge of the ‘curve ball’ that 
was thrown at them during this 
semester.  My hope/desire is that all 

students stay healthy, stay in touch 
with their teacher and continue 
working on assignments and 
completing this year strong… SHS 
will be stronger than ever through 
all of this!” Martin said.

“I miss seeing my students and 
co-workers,” Trent-Nichols said.

“Not being able to communicate 
as easily with all the students.  Some 
have easy access to technology and 
communication, while others are a 
little more restricted in their ability 
to communicate,” Stewart said.

“Hands down, the fact that we 
don’t see students every day in per-
son,” Gates said.

“Getting everything transitioned 
to online has been challenging, be-
cause it was such a quick one. It is 
also going to be difficult not teach-
ing every day, and seeing my stu-
dents in class,” Meyer said.

Some teachers feel like the plan 
given by the administration doesn’t 
work for everyone.

“I know the administration feels 
like they have a great plan, but I do 
feel a little micro-managed.  I think 
we have a tendency to believe we 
know what’s best for everyone, and 
we often forget that there is a lot 
of social and cultural diversity in 
our community.   One plan for all 
doesn’t really work ‘for all’,” Mor-
row said.

Feature
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During this time, some 
students are feeling a mixture 
of frustration, sadness, stress, 
worry and confusion.

“I am very sad that I might 
not get to compete in district, 
regional, or state level golf 
competitions for my last year of 
high school. I am also sad that 
some of the senior activities 
I’ve been looking forward to 
for my whole life might get 
canceled. But, I am trying to 
remain positive and make the 
most out of an awful situation,” 
senior Jordyn Stewart said.

“I have experienced sadness, 
frustration and confusion 
throughout this whole mess. I’m 
sad that I won’t get to finish my 
softball season and sad for these 
seniors who don’t get the ending 
they expected. I’m frustrated 
that this is happening so fast, 
and people are scrambling to 
prepare for something we don’t 
know much about. Lastly, I’m 
confused about how this whole 
situation got so out of hand so 
fast,” Galvan said.

However, a good number of 
students are feeling okay with 
the situation.

“I feel the same, if not 
happier. It really allows for 
us as students to be able to 
work on our own without the 
distractions of others. It also 
helps us without schedules,” 
sophomore Kevin Miranda said.

“Really I feel the same as I 
always have. It’s not like I can’t 
talk to my friends, because 
social media is a powerful form 
of communication where I can 
talk to any of my friends at any 
time,” junior Logan Chandler 
said.

Some students feel that what 

Continued from Page 1 is currently happening won’t 
change the way they live in the 
future.

“This disease is one of 
many that we have and will 
overcome. Give it maybe a year 
or so, and we will be back to 
normal,” sophomore Jeremiah 
Valenzuela said.

However, some students 
think this will change and 
impact society.

“Especially if it lasts for a 
long time. People are already 
losing jobs and extreme pre-
cautionary measures are being 
taken. Nobody in the last two 
generations has experienced a 
global crisis like this, and it will 
take a toll on the way that we 
act in the long run,” Kerr said.

Students who are involved 
in UIL academic and athletic 
events are disappointed in the 
postponement of the spring 
seasons.

“I prepared much of spring 
break to do journalism UIL, 
but now that’s out of the 
question until early May at best. 
This being my senior year, if 
the events are flat-out canceled 
later on, I can’t just say, ‘I can 
do this next time,’ because 
there won’t be a next time,” 
Hernandez said.

Seniors are especially 
worried about how this will 
affect the rest of their last year 
in high school.

“It really stinks. We are in 
our last few months of high 
school, and now we’re basically 
missing a full month away from 
our friends. We don’t know 
if we will be able to continue 
with all of our senior activities, 
dinners, banquets, etc. So it 
all kind of makes you think 
what’s going to happen with 

our senior year,” senior Alfredo 
Hernandez said.

Students say this whole 
situation has affected their 
friends in a lot of different ways.

“I think it’s hard on them. 
Not being able to see people 
that they know from school is 
going to be hard for them. It’ll 
be hard for all of us,” freshman 
Kobe Amarillas.

“My friends and I are pretty 
similar. I think we take change 
very well and can adapt to 
different environments. Also 
I think it is adequate that you 
have a friend or friends that you 
may be able to take this new 
journey with,” Lieb said.

When it comes to social 
distancing, students have mixed 
reactions.

“As Aristotle once said, ‘Man 
is by nature a social animal.’ For 
those who don’t pay attention 
in English, this simply expresses 
how humans crave and need 
attention from others. But we 
must refrain to slow the spread 
of COVID-19,” Valenzuela said.

“I think that without face to 
face contact, we will only get 
worse at social skills,” freshman 
Corey Thomas said.

“If a doctor tells you to do 
something, and it seems like 
common sense, do it. I think 
it is the bare minimum,” Kerr 
said.

Some students are worried 
about this becoming a long-
term situation.

“Economically, this is a 
disaster. If we don’t have 
another ‘baby boom,’ essentially 
another boom in the economy, 
then it could be another 
economic disaster,” Richardson 
said.

“If it becomes a long-term 

situation, then the government 
of the people of this country 
are doing something wrong,” 
senior Grant Stacy said.

Others think this won’t 
become a long-term situation.

“No, I am not worried that 
this will become a long-term 
situation because a lot of things 
have happened in this world, 
and eventually it goes back to 
‘normal.’ So, no need to worry 
about it being a long-term 
thing,” Briseno said.

Some students are experienc-
ing challenges transitioning to 
online classes.

“I hate it. I would rather be 
in a classroom than at home 
on a computer. This is harder 
‘cause I really don’t understand 
the online classes,” freshman 
Kaleb Leal said.

For the others, the transition 
is much easier.

“I am already used to taking 
online classes for dual credit 
college classes, so the transition 
for me won’t be too drastic. I 
am dedicated, so I think I will 
handle it well. I can see why 
this may be difficult for some 
students who may not be used 
to a technological approach to 
education. Also, some students 

may struggle without having a 
teacher,” Lieb said. 

Students have a lot of 
different hopes for the future.

“I hope that since people are 
social distancing, that we can 
take this time to fix everything 
and get back to where we 
were,” junior Aurora Savedra 
said.

“I hope we can get a vaccine 
for it and help everyone out so 
we can stop the cancellation 
of everything. We can return  
to school next school year. I 
complain about how much I 
hate school, but now realizing 
how it is without it, I’m 
stressed and regret saying it,” 
sophomore Baylee Freeman 
said.

“This gives the schools a 
possible chance to revise and 
re-look at alternative ways to 
operate and run school. Not 
because of  COVID-19 or 
anything likewise, but because 
this is a chance to take a break 
and look at how we operate and 
run school. I hope that society 
does that as well. This is the 
time to take a break and revisit 
how we operate our society,” 
Richardson said.

Students express feelings 
over virus, school shutdown

Savahna Lopez, junior, and Christina Richardson, senior, pose in 
front of Dairy Queen’s closed-notice sign. Both girls work at Dairy 
Queen. Contributed photo
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Some teachers believe that ev-
erything will go back to normal.

“School could possibly take on 
some modifications, but I believe 
that students and staff are resilient 
and will make it work,” Stewart said.

“I think it will be okay. I hope we 
don’t see any cases of the COVID-19 
in our area, and I hope that every-
one is safe at home. I’m mainly sad 
for my seniors, because they may 
not be able to experience all those 
senior year events that occur in 
the spring, such as prom. I’m also 
bummed that the tennis season was 
ended early, because I’ve got several 
athletes that have worked so hard 
this season,” Meyer said.

“Life is full of surprises, and liv-
ing life is all about reacting and re-
covering from those.  I do have some 
concerns about the senior class hav-

ing a respectable graduation cer-
emony, and a prom, or prom type 
event that they can wrap up their 
high school years with,” Gates said.

Some teachers, however, are 
worried.

“Not any more than I was before, 
which is to say, of course, extremely 
concerned,” Morrow said.

“I’m worried about complacen-
cy. Although I don’t think people 
should panic and hoard supplies, I 
do believe people should take this 
seriously and adhere to the precau-
tions of cleanliness, sanitation and 
social distancing,” Trent-Nichols 
said.

Teachers have made plans and 
prepared for online classes.

“My government classes will be 
transitioning to Edgenuity, and my 
geography class will shift all of their 
learning to Google Classroom,” 

Meyer said.
“We are meeting online three 

times a week with face-to-face in-
struction.  Students are working on 
their lessons between those inter-
actions.  We are finishing our units 
that were scheduled and then will 
progress to some financial units to 
end the year,” Stewart said.

“Going online.   Trying to keep 
everything as normal as possible.   
Trying to make sure we are continu-
ing to do meaningful work,” Mor-
row said.

“I plan to carry on with our nor-
mal plans. I have a Plan B (and Plan 
C and D, if necessary) if necessity 
warrants, but I want to remain as on 
track with our current goals as pos-
sible,” Trent-Nichols said.

“Rocking and rolling on the 
iCEV. Who knew online curriculum 
could come in so handy?” Gate said.

For some teachers, the online 
transition has been easy.

“Going remote isn’t difficult for 
me because the students have tech-
nology, and a lot of our assignments 
can be delivered and submitted on-
line. I have taken in the past and 
am taking right now remote college 
classes, so this is nothing new to 
me,” Trent-Nichols said.

“I did not fear going to online 
instruction because so much of our 
classroom was already on the com-
puter.  The instruction might be a 
little different, but the assignments 
won’t change much.  Students seem 
to be adjusting well,” Stewart said.

For others, the transition has 
been more difficult.

“It has been an odd transition. 
It’s been hard, because it was done 
so quickly. With more time to pre-
pare it wouldn’t have been so dif-

ficult. I just hope everything goes 
smoothly, and students are still able 
to learn the material they need to 
for these last few weeks,” Meyer 
said.

“My students are not taking it 
seriously.   They are treating this 
like Summer Vacation 2.0.   We still 
have to complete the same amount 
of work, and I will not be ‘giving’ 
grades because it’s a weird situation.  
You still have to do the work,” Mor-
row said.

“It’s just different. There are 
advantages, and disadvantages. It’s 
definitely not my preferred style, 
nor most of the students’ style, but 
it is still education. I do really miss 
all of the hands-on activities that my 
students do in class. I’m sure they 
do, too!” Gates said.

Continued from Page 15

Teachers react to shutdown, online classes
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