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Overview: 
Due to the unprecedented shutdown of all Illinois Public and Private Schools due to the COVID-19 Emergency, districts 
and special education cooperatives across the state are now providing students with learning opportunities at home. 
While we know that the concept of remote learning is new to all of us, we are confident we can partner with our families to 
ensure that our students feel safe, secure, and engaged during this challenging time in our history. As we move forward 
with our Remote Learning plan, we are committed to working collaboratively as a team with our students and their parents 
and guardians to ensure that each and every child in our care receives the support that they need to be successful.  We 
encourage all members of our Mid-Valley community, including our staff, our parents and our students to work together to 
make this a positive learning experience for all of us.  
 
Our Commitment:  
While we know that there is no activity or lesson plan that can replace the amazing things that happen when our children 
are together in a classroom being supported by their teachers, teaching assistants, and specialists, we are committed as 
a team to do everything we can to support our students and their dedicated parents/guardians who will be a key part of 
the remote learning process. Our goal is to focus on the health, safety and emotional well-being of our students and 
families as we work together on the following commitments.  
 

Feeling Connected 
The most important thing to us as Special Educators is that our students still feel connected to us as their  

             support team.  As much as some students may initially be excited about a few days off, we realize that  
our students miss the structure, camaraderie, and relationships they have with their school team and 

             their classmates.  We want them to know that we are here for them during this extended closure.  
 

Sense of Routine 
              All of us crave a sense of normalcy and routine, but students with special needs truly rely on this in order  
              to feel secure and successful. Our goal is to provide connections and activities that will help our students 
              feel less stress and anxiety over this change in routine.  Our hope is to provide a sense of normalcy and 
              comfort.  
 

Student Engagement  
While relationships and connections are key, the other key aspect of school is feeling engaged and 

             challenged as a learner.  We are committed to providing activities that keep our students excited about  
             learning, prevent regression of skills, and be prepared to come back to on-site learning! 
 

Learning Together  
As educators and parents/guardians, none of us have experienced anything like this, and all we can do is 

             our BEST. We know that for you as parents/guardians of children with special needs, this is particularly  
             challenging.  Our goal is to support you without making you feel overwhelmed by the activities we are  
             providing.  Please know that we understand that you are doing your very best, and we hope that you 
             know we are, as well.  Your feedback along the way is so important to us.  
 
Instruction: 

Remote Learning 
As each student’s educational team plans remote learning experiences for students, the delivery method  
will vary based on the unique needs of each student. A team may use a combination of real-time,  
flex-timed, technological, or non-technological options, depending on the content and the skill level of  
each student.  Our staff has been asked to prioritize connections with students, social emotional learning,  
and academic/functional skills that are most beneficial to students in their future.  Our goal is to ensure  
that students do not lose previously taught skills so that they can more successfully transition back to  
school after the closure.  Therefore, you will see activities that focus on previously taught skills, as well as  
activities that support the learning of new skills. Since all of our students have unique learning needs, the  
focus of instruction will be individualized and based on their Individualized Educational Plan (IEP) or  



Individual Services Plan (ISP). Assisting students in accessing the curriculum will be a collaborative effort  
between the classroom teacher, related services staff members, and the teaching assistants.  Our goal is  
to not overload our families with multiple contacts from each services provider; instead we will work  
together to provide a balanced approach to addressing the key aspects of each child’s individualized  
plan. A few examples of remote learning opportunities are as follows: 

● Pre-recorded videos or slideshows 
● Emails 
● Collaborative documents such as Google Drive or Google Classroom 
● Pre-made binders of activities with visual supports  
● Scheduled times for students to meet via Google Meets or Zoom with their classmates or educational 

team 
● Group phone calls 
● Live-streamed lessons or demonstrations  
● Web-based instruction or lessons  

 
Engagement/Instructional Time Guidelines  
The table below provided guidance from the Illinois State Board of Education regarding the recommended 

             daily level of engagement in remote learning. These guidelines represent direct instruction, practice time,  
             and independent work  Please note that these time-frames were designed for general education students  
             without learning challenges.  As a team, it is important that we keep in mind the developmental levels and  
 unique learning needs of our students when planning and implementing daily instruction.  

 

Grade Level Minimum Maximum Recommended Length 
of Sustained Attention 

PreK 20 minutes/day 60 minutes/day 3-5 minutes  

K 30 minutes/day 90 minutes/day 3-5 minutes  

1-2 45 minutes/day 90 minutes/day 5-10 minutes  

3-5 60 minutes/day 120 minutes/day 10-15 minutes  

6-8 90 minutes/day 180 minutes/day 1 subject at a time 

9-12 120 minutes/day 270 minutes/day 1 subject at a time 

 
Content Delivery and Educational Team Availability 
Our Educational Teams will be working their regular hours during the school closure.  They will be  
providing remote learning activities Monday-Thursday and will work collaboratively on Fridays to plan for  
the following week’s instruction and work together to plan for upcoming annual reviews and  
re-evaluations. As noted, these activities may be provided on a daily basis or may be provided in larger  
chunks such as a weekly schedule of events, with team members being available to students and families  
throughout the week to support instruction.  Related Services team members will either embed their  
instruction into the lessons provided by the classroom teachers, or separately depending on the unique  
needs of each student.  Our primary goal is to address each child’s IEP goals and objectives while also  
respecting the needs of our parents.  While some parents are ready and able to implement these  
activities, others have shared that their family is unable to participate in remote learning due to other  
obstacles such as health, emotional well-being, or the unique needs of their child. Whatever your family  
situation is, we are here to support you and will respect your needs during this unprecedented time. Our 
teams are committed to: 
 

● doing their best to use materials and technology platforms that have previously been used with students 
in the school-setting 



● providing learning activities at the start of the typical school day 
● ensuring that students and their families know how to access activities, and how to request support  
● being available to students and families daily Monday -Thursday from 8am-3pm. 

 
Participation, Engagement and Grading: 
While we encourage ALL of our students and families to participate in remote learning, we understand that with the unique 
instructional, functional, behavioral, and medical needs of our students, some families will choose to opt out of remote 
learning.  We hope that once each family settles into this new reality, we can have every child engaged in some way; we 
are more than willing to work collaboratively with each of you to make this happen.  

 
According to ISBE, the emphasis on schoolwork assigned during the remote learning period is on engagement and 
learning and not on compliance. Therefore, grading should focus on the continuation of learning and prioritize the 
connectedness between students and the educational team. While our priority is the safety and well-being of our students, 
we strive to keep them actively engaged in learning during this time away from school.  

 
The majority of our students are “graded” not with letter grades, but based on the acquired skills and IEP goals and 
objectives.  We will continue to carefully monitor their progress during this time if they are actively engaged in remote 
learning and will do our best to get all of our students on board. While grades cannot be negatively impacted during the 
closure, important skills for the future can be. This is why the goal is get all of our students engaged during this 
unprecedented time.  

 
The exception to skills-based or grading based on IEP goals & objectives is our students at Mades-Johnstone Center 
(MJC) in grades 6th-12th grade.  These students do receive letter grades.  Based on the guidelines from ISBE, students 
cannot be penalized for not being actively engaged in remote learning.  Therefore, the following grading guidelines will 
apply to our MJC middle & high school students. 

 
● If a student was failing a class prior to the closure, the work that they do during the remote learning 

time can bring their grade up to a passing grade. High School students will earn full-credit for any courses 
they pass.  Many have already brought failing grades up to B’s & Cs! 

● If a student was failing a class prior to the closure, and they choose not to participate in remote 
learning, they will earn an “incomplete” and will be given the opportunity to complete the work once we 
return to school.  The incomplete can be made up during the summer months or into the 20-21 school 
year.  High School students will not earn their required credits until the work is completed.  

● If a student was passing their classes prior to the closure, any work during the remote-learning 
period can only accelerate their grade to a higher level.   Lack of participation cannot lead to a failure in 
this case. The grade would simply remain the same as it was prior to the closure.  High School students 
that were passing prior to the closure will earn the necessary credits toward graduation.  
 

Attendance 
While daily attendance will not be taken during the remote learning period, our teachers will be carefully monitoring the 
engagement of each student on their caseload.  They will work together with the related services team as well as 
administration to provide whatever supports, modifications, accommodations, or incentives we can to get each student 
engaged during the school closure.  
 
Assessments 
All formal classroom or building assessments are suspended during this remote learning time.  The educational team will 
use their interactions with their students and classroom activities to determine progression toward skill-based grades and 
IEP goals and objectives as much as possible.  If an area is unable to be addressed during remote learning, that 
information will be indicated on each student’s report card and/or individualized plan.  
 
All state assessments including the Illinois Assessment of Readiness (IAR), SAT/PSAT, DLM-AA, and the Illinois Science 
Assessment exam are suspended for the Spring of 2020 and will not be required.  



 
SAT 
For many of our students, the SAT administered at the high school is the only opportunity some of our  
college-bound students have the opportunity to take this test. ISBE is working with the College Board to  
allow current 11th graders to take the SAT in the fall.  
 
College Board Advanced Placement Exams 
For the 2019-20 exam period, the College Board is allowing students to take the Advanced Placement 
Exams from home on their computers.  If you need additional information about this exam, please contact  
your child’s Case Manager.  
 

Return to On-Site Learning 
We share with all of our families the ultimate goal of getting our students back to the classroom as soon as our Governor 
and Medical experts determine it is safe to return.  When that time comes, we will work collaboratively to ensure a smooth 
transition back to school.  For now, our ultimate focus is ensuring that our students are safe and connected to their school 
team.  We will continue to keep all of our staff members and families up-to-date on any new developments.  If there is 
anything at all that we can do to support your child or your family during this time, please do not hesitate to reach out to 
any member of your child’s team.  
 
If you are in need of additional support, or would like to provide any feedback on our remote learning plan, please feel free 
to reach out to a member of our Administrative team.  Your feedback is so important to us as we adjust to this new way of 
learning! 
 
Lisa Palese, Executive Director:  lisa.palese@d303.org 
Chris Payton, Principal of MJC and SAFE Schools: christopher.payton@d303.org 
Melissa Jackson, Coordinator of New Pathways & Little Hands & Voices:  melissa.jackson@d303.org 
Tanner Seal, Coordinator of ELS, ABLE & Twelve Plus:  tanner.seal@d303.org 
Tim Stoudt, Coordinator of SAIL and Vocational Program: timothy.stoudt@d303.org 
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