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April 9, 2020 

 

Dear Palmyra School Families, 
 

This April greets us with the spring season, the solemnity of  holidays, the much anticipated excitement 

that typically comes with this time of the year, and of course the seriousness of the COVID-19 pandemic.  

Despite the challenges we face at the moment, our school family is pulling together to assist one another 

in finding resourceful solutions to usher in the spring season.  In my conversations with members of our 

community, I am learning about the amazing initiatives taking place such as children drawing colorful 

mosaics on sidewalks, family game nights, large group virtual story reading, school spirit weeks, virtual 

faith-based outreach programs, the tireless efforts of our police, fire and EMS members to provide 

assistance in the community, families cooking together, teachers developing new approaches to traditional 

lessons, and virtual class meetings where our students are interacting with each other from home to make 

learning count.  The creativity of so many people in our school family helps ensure that the enthusiasm of 

the spring season remains strong despite the adversity we are facing. 
 

The need for continued social distancing is necessary to help keep everyone safe and healthy.  Thank you 

for your efforts to uphold this requirement as it takes each person in our community to make the impact 

we need!  On April 7, 2020, Governor Murphy issued a series of executive orders that affect our families 

and school district.  These items include:  maintaining current social distance requirements for an 

additional 30 days; suspending state assessments for the 2019-2020 school year; suspending graduation 

portfolios for affected seniors for the 2019-2020 school year; and modifying observations and evaluations 

for teachers and school administrators for the 2019-2020 school year.  You can find all of the executive 

orders posted on the district’s COVID-19 page. 
 

The Palmyra Board of Education approved changes to the 2019-2020 School Calendar to support 

necessary adjustments to the marking periods.  As such, Marking Period 3 officially closed on the last day 

of in-person instruction, March 13, 2020.  Students will be provided sufficient time to complete any 

outstanding coursework.  An “incomplete” will be entered into the grade book for any assignment that a 

student has not yet submitted to his or her teacher.  To be credited for Marking Period 3, coursework must 

be completed and returned to the classroom teacher by the end of the published 2019-2020 school year. 

Teachers will assist students as necessary. 

 

To help understand what remains ahead of us at this time, I compiled an itemized list for your ease of 

reference.  Please understand that all items on this list are subject to change at any time as we respond 

during this emergency.  Furthermore, since we do not fully know the gravity of this emergency situation, 

some events have been rescheduled to June.   
 

1. School Closure (remote learning): March 17 - indefinite 

2. Social distancing 30 day continuance:  effective April 7  

3. Spring Break (no instruction or student meals):  April 9 – April 17 

https://www.palmyraschools.com/o/palmyra/page/corona-virus-updates--2


 

4. Remote learning (virtual) resumes:  April 20 

5. School meals distribution resumes:  April 20 (5 days’ of breakfast and lunch; 10:00-11:45 on 

Mondays only at CSS Cafeteria) 

6. Report cards for 3rd marking period available:  April 24 

7. PHS senior trip to FL:  cancelled (voucher and/or refund opportunity) 

8. PHS spring musical:  tentative June 4-6 

9. PHS prom:  tentative June 12 

10. PHS graduation:  June 16 

To our PHS seniors (Class of 2020):  hang in there and keep pushing forward!  The entire Palmyra School 

Family surrounds you with support knowing that so much of your senior year has been disrupted and 

completely altered because of the serious impact of the COVID-19 pandemic.  Please know that our 

leaders are making every effort to see schools reopen when it is safe to do so.  In turn, we will do our very 

best to implement those traditions that make senior year so special.  You are an amazing group of young 

adults and this challenge will help define you as tomorrow’s leaders. 

 

Kindly, I remind all students and families that during this time of remote learning, school assignments 

must be completed to the best of your ability and your valid attempt to participate in class activities is 

essential.  Remote learning is not optional.  The instructional team fully understands that each student is 

facing his or her unique challenges with their home learning environment, access to materials, and the 

seriousness of COVID-19.  Teachers are making necessary modifications to help each student.  Our 

teachers, counselors, case managers, and principals are available to assist students and parents so please 

reach out at any time.  We continue to reach out to students and families who are not actively participating 

in their instruction.  Students who fail to communicate with their teachers and remain absent from their 

school work despite our repeated outreach may be in jeopardy of failing.  Students and parents share 

responsibility in the learning process.  

 

I close this update extending my utmost appreciation to the teachers, paraprofessionals, administrative 

assistants, support staff, administrators, and members of the Board of Education who have come together 

to make sure that our students and families are supported. 

 
“Out of clutter, find simplicity. From discord, find harmony. 

In the middle of difficulty, lies opportunity.” 
– Albert Einstein. 

 

Warmly, 

Dr. Brian J. McBride 
Superintendent of Schools         

 

 

 

   

 

 


