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 Valedictorians and Salutatorian 

for the Class of 2017

The School District of Howards Grove is proud to recognize Travis 
Eilers, Elly Goedeke, Melissa Oxtoby, and Morgan Wittman as Vale-
dictorians of the Class of 2017, earning a perfect 4.0 grade point average. 
Brittany Schaller is recognized as Salutatorian, earning a 3.994 grade 
point average.

Travis Eilers, son of Alan and Kerri, is a member of National Honor Soci-
ety, Student Council, and Future Business Leaders of America. He volun-
teers at St John the Baptist Church and Salvation Army, took part in Pause 
for a Cause and Lakeland Math Meet, gives his time to Habitat for Hu-
manity, and contributes to the success of our Soccer and Tennis teams. Of 
special note,  Travis serving as a Big Brother through Sheboygan County. 
Travis has earned a 31 on his ACT, and will attend the University of Wis-
consin Madison to pursue a Finance Degree.
(Continued on page 4)

Congratulations to the 2017 Valedictorians (clockwise from top-left): Travis Eilers, 
Elly Goedeke, Melissa Oxtoby, and Morgan Wittman.

2017 Salutatorian Brittany Schaller



2   HOWARDS GROVE SCHOOL DISTRICT

Summer 2017

Howards Grove School District

Howards Grove District Offi  ce  Howards Grove High School 
403 Audubon Road   401 Audubon Road
Howards Grove, WI 53083-1274  Howards Grove, WI 53083-1274
Phone 920.565.4454   Phone 920.565.4450

Howards Grove Middle School  Northview Elementary School
506 Kennedy Avenue   902 Tyler Road
Howards Grove, WI 53083-1137  Howards Grove, WI 53083
Phone 920.565.4452   Phone 920.565.4457
   www.hgsd.k12.wi.us

President - Mrs. Kimberly Plass
1627 Sandstone Lane
Howards Grove, WI 53083
kplass@hgsd.k12.wi.us

Vice President - Mr. Mark DeAmico
W3860 STH 32
Elkhart Lake, WI 53020
mdeamico@hgsd.k12.wi.us

Clerk - Mr. Nate Dehne
1507 Fieldstone Lane
Howards Grove, WI 53083
ndehne@hgsd.k12.wi.us

Treasurer - Mrs. Kari Bramstedt
1633 Mapletree Court
Howards Grove, WI 53083
kbramstedt@hgsd.k12.wi.us
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Ada - vacant
Edwards - Dave Wagner
Franklin- vacant
Howards Grove 1 - Emily Russell
Howards Grove 2- Kim Tess
Mosel - vacant

District Administrator - Christopher Peterson
High School Principal - Scott Fritz 
Middle School Principal - Andy Hansen
Elementary Principal - Jason Cole
School Psychologist - Tracy Bandt 

Board of education

Advisory Members

Administrative Team

Advisory Board 

to the Board of Education

The School District of Howards Grove maintains 
a six (6) member Advisory Board to the Board of 
Education.

The Advisory Board has been most helpful to 
the Board of Education as a source of com-
munication and information, bringing concerns 
within the district to the attention of the Board of 
Education. It also serves as a means of relaying 
information from the Board of Education back to 
district residents.

If you live in the areas of Ada, Edwards, 
Franklin, the Town of Mosel, or the Village of 
Howards Grove, and are interested in serving as 
an Advisory Board Member, please contact the 

District Offi ce at 565-4454.

About this 

newsletter....

If you would like to contribute 
information to this newsletter, school-
related articles can be sent to 
Dannielle Arneson, editor, at Howards 
Grove Middle School or can be 
e-mailed to darneson@hgsd.k12.wi.us

Next Newsletter Due Date
September 14, 2017

(In homes by mid October)
The newsletter of the School District 
of Howards Grove, 403 Audubon 
Road, Howards Grove, WI 53083, is 
published four times a year in October, 
January, March, and June.
Editor and designer is Art Instructor, 
Dannielle Arneson.

Notice to District Residents

Non-Discrimination Policy

It is the policy of  the Howards Grove School District that 
no person may be denied admission to any public school or 
be denied the benefi ts of, or be discriminated against in any 
curricular, extracurricular, pupil services, recreational, or 
other program or activity because of  a person’s sex, race, 
religion, national origin, ancestry, creed, pregnancy, marital 
or parental status, sexual orientation, or physical, mental, 
emotional or learning disability.

All vocational education programs follow the district’s 
policies of  nondiscrimination on the basis of  race, color, 
national origin, sex, age or handicap.  In addition, ar-
rangements can be made to ensure that the lack of  English 
language skills is not a barrier to admission or participation.

Any questions concerning  the Title IX of  the Educa-
tion Amendments of  1972, which prohibits discrimination 
on the basis of  sex; Title VI (race, color, national origin) 
and all other discrimination complaints; or inquiries related 
to Section 504 of  the Rehabilitation Act of  1973 which 
prohibits discrimination on the basis or handicap, should be 
directed to:

Mr. Christopher Peterson
Superintendent

403 Audubon Rd
Howards Grove WI  53083  

920-565-4454

Mr. Scott Fritz
High School Principal

District Equity Coordinator
504 Coordinator
401 Audubon Rd

Howards Grove WI  53083
920-565-4450

Mr. Andy Hansen
Middle School Principal

506 Kennedy Ave
Howards Grove WI  53083

Mr. Jason Cole
Northview Elementary Principal
Northview Elementary School

902 Tyler Rd
Howards Grove WI  53083

920-565-4457

District News
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Message From The 

Superintendent

Christopher Peterson

Dear Howards Grove Families and Friends,
Thank you for another successful school year!  Once again we have closed 
the books on a school year and can refl ect on the many successes our chil-
dren have had.

Congratulations to all of our graduates. Graduation was held on June 4th, 
and all went well. While we are sad to see the students leave the building, 
we are certainly proud of all of their accomplishments and are excited for 
what life has planned for them.

We also say goodbye to several staff members who have decided to retire:  Mrs. Joanne Wesener, Mrs. Lori 
Carstens, Mrs. Diana Kirschbaum, and Mrs. Sandy Vollbrecht. We thank each of these educators for their 
many years of service, and we wish them all the best in their retirement.

This past year we saw our district receive a Five Star Rating from the Department of Public Instruction (DPI) 
as a school of distinction. This is a great accomplishment and one we will work hard to maintain.

Our community also approved a $4.7 million referendum for the construction of an auditorium. This summer 
we will begin working on that project. The 449 seat auditorium will be a great addition to our district.  As 
part of the construction process we are proud to be working with several local companies including Neu-
mann Plumbing and Deans Electric.  National Exchange Bank and Trust, Cleveland State Bank, North Woods 
Chemical, and Prevea Health are also some of our corporate sponsors.

Construction has begun and we have an anticipated completion date of February 2018. The project is under 
budget and will include all the bells & whistles we initially wanted. We will be posting progress photos on 
the district website throughout the project.

The district website will also be changing this summer. The updated site will be up and operational at the end 
of June. The current website will direct you to the new site. 
The new website domain name is HGTIGERS.org.

Lastly, I hope all of you have a safe and relaxing summer break. I look forward to seeing all of you next 
school year. As always, please feel free to call with any questions you may have.

Sincerely,
Christopher Peterson, 
Superintendent

Superintendent Christopher Peterson

District News
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(Continued from page 1)
Elly Goedeke, daughter of Robert and Mary, attended Badger Girls State, served as an Activities Assistant at 
Harvest Home, has tutored 6th grade students, and contributed to the success of Pause for a Cause. She was an 
active member of Future Business Leaders of America, International Club, National Honor Society, and Stu-
dent Council. She has made the ‘Walk to End Alzheimer’s a priority, and was a contributor on the successful 
Lady Tiger Cross Country team. Elly is becoming a Wisconsin Badger in the Fall, working toward a probable 
career as a Physician Assistant.

Melissa Oxtoby, daughter of Steve and Kristy, is a Big Sister through Sheboygan County, has achieved suc-
cess in Cross Country and Soccer, and served as a Counselor at Camp Y-Koda. She is a member of Student 
Council, National Honor Society, Forensics, and was a student leader in our Challenge Day program. She is 
an active member of 4-H, a Bible School Teacher through her church, and serves as a Junior Safety Instructor 
through the DNR. Melissa will attend UW-Milwaukee in the fall to prepare for a future as a Diagnostic Medi-
cal Sonographer.

Morgan Wittman, daughter of Jon and Jill, is active in National Honor Society and Student Council. She also 
serves as a Spanish Teaching Assistant for Mrs. Worth, and has contributed to the past success of the Lady 
Tigers Soccer Team.  Morgan excels in Dance, and has been part of four ‘Top 3’ State teams, and one state 
championship team.  She also has performed for Dollhouse Dance, and recently contributed to the 1st Place 
fi nish at Nationals in the Senior Hip Hop Division.  A future teacher, Morgan will attend UW-Oshkosh to pur-
sue a degree in Elementary Education.

Brittany Schaller, daughter of Terry and Denise, has contributed to the success of Pause for a Cause, Bossy 
Bingo, National Honor Society, International Club, and Future Business Leaders of America. She also played 
a large role in the success of Pink Out Breast Cancer Volleyball fundraiser. Of special note, her success in 
Volleyball, Basketball, and Soccer, helped our Lady Tigers to two State Championships this year. Recently, 
she received the prestigious WIAA Scholar Athlete Award. Brittany will attend St. Norbert College to pursue a 
degree in Nursing.
Congratulations on a job well done! 
Submitted by Dale Nennig,
High School Counselor

Registration Dates for 2017-2018 School Year

Wednesday, July 26 from 9 am – 2 pm, and 3 pm – 6 pm (all 3 schools)

Tuesday, August 1 from 7 am – 1 pm, and 2 pm – 5 pm (MS and HS)

Tuesday, August 1 from 8 am – 1 pm, and 2 pm – 5 pm (NV)

All offices will be closed on Friday, July 28, 2017

Picture Retake Dates: Wednesday, September 14 (HS only)

Tuesday, September 20 (NV and MS)

District News
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Access Digital Library Resources From Home

Hey, you! Yes, you, with the district newsletter in your hands! Looking to do some reading over the summer 
but don’t have time to get to the library/bookmobile?!? We’ve got you covered!!! Check out books, audio-
books, and more from the library using your digital device without leaving your home! 

Each student in our district can borrow up to 3 digital books (ebooks & audiobooks) at one time through the 
Howards Grove OverDrive Digital Library, which can be accessed by visiting hgsd.lib.overdrive.com. More 
detailed directions can be found on the library website at http://www.hgsd.k12.wi.us/ne/nv-NVIMC.cfm. Our 
(growing) digital library contains over 400 titles, with books that appeal to kids & teens of all ages.

Looking for more?!? Any Sheboygan County resident with a valid Bookmobile or public library card can ac-
cess ebooks, audiobooks, magazines, movies, television shows, music, and comic books for FREE! All you 
need is your library card and your digital device to begin borrowing, downloading, and enjoying these free 
resources. Get all the details by visiting http://www.meadpl.org/e-media. 

Why not win some prizes for all the reading you’ll be doing this summer? Mead Public Library offers fantastic 
Summer Reading Programs for everyone, age newborn through adult! Sign up & track your progress electroni-
cally for your chance to win some excellent prizes. Find more information and sign up at http://www.meadpl.
org/Summer%20Reading%20Programs. 
Any questions? Contact Jennifer Henschel, district librarian, at jhenschel@hgsd.k12.wi.us. 

Submitted by Jennifer E. Henschel,
District Library Media Specialist

District News



Junior Kindergarten
Do NOT label Jr. Kindergarten supplies

•    2 glue sticks (.77 oz. each)            
          (washable; purple, blue or green)
•   1 plastic folder with bottom pockets -   
 without clasps (any color)
•   Crayola Washable Markers - fi ne line, 10 pack
•   Washable, watercolor paints, 8 color set
•    Back pack (large zippered, no wheels, 
         messenger bags or suitcase style)
•    Extra change of  clothes-in labeled Ziploc bag
•    A-M Last Names:
 • 3/4” scotch tape refi ll
 • Kleenex box
•    N-Z Last Names:
 • 1 pkg. baby wipes
 • 1 pkg. napkins

Kindergarten
•    Crayons- box of  24 (regular size)
•    Washable watercolor paints, 8 count w/brush
•     8 pack washable broad tip markers in
          classic colors
•     Box of  12 colored pencils
•     1 1/2” black 3-ring binder
•     3 plastic pocket folders with bottom pockets  
 without clasps:
      (1) red
      (1 )green
      (1 )blue
•     2 small glue sticks
•    4 pack of  Dry Erase Markers
•    2 boxes of  Kleenex (200 count)
•     Beach towel or small blanket with                               
 small pillow for rest time
•     Velcro or slip on gym shoes (NO tie shoes)
•     Extra change of  clothes
•     Large zippered back pack or school bag       
              (no wheeled suitcase style)

Grade One
PLEASE label all grade one supplies

•    2 Pink Pearl erasers
•     Fiskars 5” scissors
•     3 large glue sticks (.77oz each)
•     24 No. 2 plain yellow pencils
•     Plastic school box (approximately 9”x5”)
•     drawing tablet (unlined scribble pad)
•     Crayola crayons-box of  24 (No generic brands)
•     Kleenex (no larger than 3 1/2” tall)
•     3 plastic pocket folders with bottom pockets  
 without clasps:
      (1) red
      (1) purple
      (1) blue

Grade One continued next column

Grade One (Continued)
•    1 green plastic pocket folder with bottom 
pockets with 3 center clasps
•     8 pack Crayola washable broad tip mark-
ers - classic colors
•     washable watercolor paints, 8 color set       
       w/brush
•     1” black 3-ring binder
•     box of  12 Crayola colored pencils
•     1 yellow highlighter, chisel tip
•     gym shoes (please send Velcro shoes if   
 your child cannot tie)
•     old shirt for Art class

Grade Two
•     crayons-box of  24
•     Kleenex (large box)
•     1 small glue stick
•     5” scissors
•     1 spiral notebook or tablet (wide lined)
•     2 Pink Pearl erasers
•     (24) No. 2 plain yellow pencils
•     8 pack washable broad tip markers in    
                  classic colors 
•     8 pads 3x3 post-it notes
•     One 9 or 12 pack of  Post-it Notes 
 2x1 1/2 size or 2x2 size
•     4 plastic pocket folders with bottom  
             pockets - without clasps:
     (1) red
     (1) yellow
     (1)blue
     (1) green
•     box of  12 colored pencils
•     school box (approx. 9”x5”)
•     yellow highlighter, chisel tip
•     3”x 5” top spiral memo pad
•     gym shoes
•     smock or old shirt

Grade Three
Do Not put subjects on folders, etc. 
Teachers will help the students organzie their 
materials.
•     2 Composition Notebooks
•     48 No. 2 plain yellow pencils
•     1 large box of  Kleenex 
•     1- 150 count wide-lined loose leaf  paper
•     2 Pink Pearl erasers
•     7” scissors
•     box of  12 colored pencils
•     1 large glue stick
•     One 9 or 12 pack of  Post-it Notes 
 2x1 1/2 size or 2x2 size - or any  
 small size

Grade Three continued next column

Grade Three (Continued) 
•     12 pack Post-it notes 3x3 size
•     4 Expo/whiteboard markers
•     2 yellow highlighters
•     2 blue pens
•     4 red pens
•     Earbuds
•     Ruler (inches and centimeters)
•     1 pocket folder (your choice)
•     6 plastic pocket folders w/bottom  pockets
 (1) blue
 (1) red
 (1) green
 (1) yellow
 (1) purple
 (1) orange
•     4 spiral wide-lined notebooks
 (1) blue
 (1) red
 (1) green
 (1) yellow
•     gym shoes
•     smock or old shirt

Grade Four
•     24 No. 2 plain yellow pencils
•     Crayons -box of  24
•     4 large glue sticks
•     1 -200 count wide lined loose leaf  paper
•     2 red ballpoint pens
•      5” scissors
•      1” 3-ring binder
•      1 container disinfecting wipes
•    2 LARGE boxes of  Kleenex (200 count)
•    school box (approx. 2”x6”)
•     2 Pink Pearl erasers
•     4 Expo/whiteboard markers (fi ne tip)
•     2 highlighters
•     4 pads Post-It Notes-3” x 3” size
•     6 pocket folders with bottom pockets
•     7 spiral wide-lined notebooks
•     Colored pencils - box of  12
•     Markers - box of  8
•     gym shoes
•     smock or old shirt

Northview School Supply List 2017-2018

Avoid gym shoes with black soles, zippers or those that slip on. Gym shoes can be old; they do not need to be new or expensive 
brands. Parents: PLEASE label all supplies with your child’s name.

Howards Grove School District



Grade Five
• #2 pencils (48)
• Ballpoint pen-black (4)
• 1 composition notebook
• 2 packs Loose leaf  paper 
 (WIDE LINED)
• 6 spiral notebooks, (WIDE LINED)
Please do not label notebooks without teacher 
instruction.
 2 red
 3 yellow
 1 green
• 12”ruler(scaled in sixteenths & metric)
• 9 pocket folders (not plastic)
Please do not label folders without teacher instruc-
tion. NO TRAPPER KEEPERS
 2 red
 2 yellow
 2 green
 3 others
• Colored pencils (24ct)
• 4 Glue sticks - Large
• 3 Highlighters, yellow, chisel tip
• 3x5” lined index cards (1 pkg -100ct)
• 6 red ballpoint pens
• 2 pink pearl erasers
• 12 eraser caps (pencil top eraser)
• 4 pk Post-It Notes (3”x3”)
• 7” pointed scissors
• 1 fl ash drive 4G USB
• 2 boxes of  Kleenex (230 count)
• 1  3-ring binder, 1” (for Science)
• 1 pencil case (small) cloth
• 2 Sharpie fi ne point black marker
•         EARBUDS (not headphones)
• Phy. Ed. Items-non-marking, clean  
 gym shoes and a separate change of   
 appropriate clothes (t-shirt, sweatshirt,  
 and athletic shorts, wind pants, or  
 sweatpants).

Grade Six
• #2 pencils (60)
• 4 folders or 1 Accorian folder with at  
 least 7 slots
• 6 separate spiral notebooks (8- 1/2” x  
 11” WIDE LINED)
• Loose leaf  paper (8-1/2” x 11”  
  WIDE LINED)
• Colored Pencils (24)
• 6 black ballpoint pens
• 5 highlighters - different colors
• 2 pkg 3x5 ruled index cards

Grade Six continued next column

Grade Six continued
• 4 dry erase markers (BK,BL,RD,GN)
• 3 Post-it notes 3”x3”
• 1 glue stick
• earbuds (not headphones)
• One 1 1/2” binder
• 1 composition notebook
• 1 fl ash drive (4G or better, USB)
• 2 boxes of  Kleenex (large box 230 ct.)
• Scientifi c Calculator
• One, 1 1/2” 3-ring binder with loose  
 leaf  paper for Foreign Language
• Phy. Ed. Items same as Grade 5

Grade Seven
• 3” x 5” or 4”x 6” lined index cards  
 (150 ct.)
• #2 pencils (24)
• 4 ballpoint pens (blue or black)
• Colored pencils (12)
• 8 folders with pockets
• 10 spiral notebooks (8-1/2” x 11”  
 WIDE LINED)
• 12” clear plastic ruler (scaled in six- 
 teenths and metric)
• 2 Large glue sticks
• 5 Highlighters (yellow, pink, blue,  
 green, orange)
• 4 black dry erase markers
• Flashdrive
• 7” scissors
• 12 pack Post-it notes 3”x3”
• 2 Boxes of  Kleenex (230 count)
• 1 composition notebook
• One 1 1/2” 3-ring binder
• 1 pack Loose leaf  paper   
 WIDE LINED)
•         earbuds (not headphones)
• One, 1 1/2” 3-ring binder with loose  
 leaf  paper for Intro. to Spanish
• Phy. ed. items same as grade 5 and 
CALCULATOR same as Grade 6

Grade Eight
• Scientifi c Calculator TI-30XIIS or  
 similar brand
• #2 pencils (48)
• 8 spiral or wireless notebooks of   
 different colors: 1 each--red, blue,  
 green, yellow, black; 3 others of  your  
 choice. Do not label notebooks 
 without teacher instruction.
• 3 ballpoint pens (blue or black)

Grade Eight continued next column

Grade Eight continued
• 9 folders with pockets: 1 each--red,  
 blue, green, yellow, black; 4 others of   
 your choice OR an accordion folder  
 with 9 slots. Do not label folders with- 
 out teacher instruction.
• 3”x 5” or 4”x 6” lined index cards  
 (100 ct.)
• Colored pencils (24)
• Large glue stick (3)
• Yellow highlighter
• Blue highlighter
• Pink highlighter
• Washable markers (8ct - classic colors)
• Fine tip black Sharpie markers (2)
• 7” pointed scissors
• Flashdrive
• 2 boxes of  Kleenex (230 count)
• 1 black dry erase marker
• earbuds (not headphones)
• Phy. ed items are same as Grade 5

Grades Nine-Twelve
•  Grade 9:  fl ash drive for computer classes
•  Advisement:  2 boxes -Kleenex (230ct)
•  Art: 4 pencils, 1 white eraser, fl ashdrive is        
 required, digital camera or device for  
 photos (optional)
•  All Accounting classes: Basic calcu- 
 lator or better, pencils and eraser 
•  Algebra, and Geometry: scientifi c  
 or graphing calculator (same as in  
 middle school)
•  Algebra 2, Statistics, Pre-Calculus,  
 and Calculus: graphing calculator  
 (recommended)
•  All Music classes:pencils, box of  Kleenex
•  Spanish 1-3: 1 black dry erase marker 
 •  Spanish 4 and 5: quality English-Span 
 ish/Spanish-English dictionary.
•  Spanish 5: journal notebook
•  All Spanish students: Please do not  
 buy stretchy fabric textbook covers, a  
 paper cover is best.
•  Block schedule: 4 classes/term (16 sec-
tions/year): General supplies needed through-
out the year: ample folders, pens/pencils, 
notebooks, paper, poster board, markers, glue 
sticks, etc.
Seniors for the 2017-2018 school year should 
schedule their appointments for senior por-
traits  between May-August if  they want the 
portrait completed in time for inclusion in 
the school yearbook. Senior pictures are due 
to the yearbook advisor by Oct 1, 2017.

Middle & High School Supply List 2017-2018

Howards Grove School District
Note: The Middle School Offi ce will no longer be selling calculators. It is recommended that students purchase a scientifi c calculator 

for their middle school needs and may continue to use it in high school.
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Silent Tigers Sign Language Club

Silent Tigers Sign Language club was offered to students in 
fi rst, seventh, and eighth grade. We offered a 6 week course 
to our middle schoolers and a 5 week course to our elemen-
tary school students. Our goals for offering this class were 
to spread awareness about deafness, and to give the students 
an opportunity to learn visual communication. During our 
classes, students learned basic signs in American Sign Lan-
guage, how to incorporate those signs into everyday activi-
ties and communication, grammar used in sign language, 
and Deaf culture. We have really enjoyed watching the 
students learn and grow with their skills. 
This class was co-taught by deaf students in the district. 
They were able to share their experiences with working 
with, and living in a hearing community. These students did 
a tremendous job of explaining what they would like to see 
happen with sign language in school and how they would 
like to see their peers utilizing it on a daily basis. 
We asked some students what sign club means to them and 
why it is important to learn sign language and about Deaf 
culture. Bria Pedrin, 7th grade, says, “Sign Club is impor-
tant to me because I am able to sign with different people. 
If we didn’t have sign club I would just be signing with 
my interpreter every day and no one else.” A fi rst grader at 
Northview, Eleanor Mair says, “If your friend is deaf and 
you know how to sign, then they will know what you’re 
trying to say to them. Sign club is important for me because 
then I know when they are trying to get my attention, and 
I know what they are trying to say to me.” Another 7th 
Grader, Grace Baumann says, “I think that Deaf culture is 
important to know about because then you can interact with 
people who are deaf. Also, if you don’t know about Deaf 
culture, then you could do something embarrassing because 
you don’t know how to do it, or what order to do it in.”
Submitted by Alyssa Brockman & Tonya Masters,
Educational Interpreters

Middle School Silent Tigers Sign Club members (back row l. to r.): 
Hailey Brock, Madison Roth, Kalena Wesener, Karly Grunewald, 
Ananda Vasconi, Alyssa Brockman, Tonya Masters (front row): 
Bria Pedrin, Grace Baumann, Layne Varish, Olivia Bramstedt

Northview Silent Tigers Sign Club members (back row, l. to r.): 
Tonya Masters, Oliver Ashworth, Paetyn Thiel, Nolan Wilson, 
Chloe Grunewald, Soraya Benton, Carter Pahl, Sophia Kleist, 
April Mair, Dave Mair (middle row): Alyssa Brockman, Parker 
Wilson, Kendall Cruz, Petyon Reinke, Lydia Lilyquist, Reese 
Kapellen, Natalie Fitzgerald, Marley Ellis (front row): Elea-
nor Mair, Holly Wiza, Levi Harrison, Avery Wiegand, Kendal 
Holzswart, Kyliah Stetson

Pause for a Cause 2017

In March, high school students and staff held the 9th annual Pause for a Cause, a fundraiser for Children’s Hospital of 
Wisconsin. The event started off with a 5K walk/run and Howie’s Dash, a short run for elementary students. Several 
middle and high school students participated in a dodgeball tournament. The night offered a traditional “fry-out,” with var-
ious other foods, including homemade tortes. Throughout the event, we offered a variety of children’s activities, a silent 
auction, and musical entertainment from our high school choir and band students. Thanks to the support and attendance of 
many community members, the profi t from this year’s event was $3,300. In addition, we supplied Children’s Hospital with 
tied fl eece blankets for some of their patients. The blankets were made as part of our Community Service Day in Decem-
ber. While it is months away, we are already planning for the 10th anniversary of Pause for a Cause. We look forward to 
bringing the community what they’ve come to enjoy, while hoping to add something new and exciting. If you have any 
ideas to share for our special year, please contact Bev Biederwolf at the high school.
Submitted by Bev Biederwolf, Pause for a Cause Coordinator

Sign Club & High School News
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FBLA State Qualifiers

Twelve FBLA members earned the right to travel to Appleton to 
compete in the State FBLA Competition. We kicked off the event 
with a trip to Skyzone, a trampoline park, and a team meal on Sunday, 
April 2. Monday was spent competing in their various events in an at-
tempt to qualify for Finals on Tuesday. The Public Service Announce-
ment team of Matt Bagnall, Travis Eilers, and Caleb Holzman were 
successful and earned the right to participate in Tuesday’s competi-
tion. The boys had a great performance on Tuesday, and will now be 
representing Howards Grove at the FBLA National Conference to be 
held in Anaheim, California in June. Since Howards Grove FBLA was 
re-chartered in 2013, the boys are the fi rst students to qualify for the 
National event. Congratulations and good luck to our Public Service 
Announcement team! At State, all participants were dressed for suc-
cess, competed with confi dence and pride, and set an example for oth-
ers by being polite and respectful. Way to go Howards Grove FBLA! 
Submitted by Bev Biederwolf and Kim Zimmer, FBLA Advisers

FBLA members, Front Row (l. to r.): Julia Gozdziews-
ki, Tess Trueblood, Katie Guse, Alex Mitchler, Matt 
Bagnall, Carson Moore. Back Row: Derek Stauss, 
Bryce Pedrin, Caleb Holzman, Ryan Bruckschen, Tra-
vis Eilers, Dustin Eilers.

Business Challenge

On March 11th, Caleb Holzman and 
Travis Eilers competed and won the 
East Central District Business Challenge 
hosted by Acuity Insurance. This allowed 
them to compete at the Wisconsin Junior 
Achievement State Business Challenge 
Championship on May 11th, against over 
70 other students from across the state 
of Wisconsin. Caleb and Travis fi nished 
the morning’s competition in fi rst place, 
moving them on to the fi nals, where they 
fi nished in 5th place overall. 
High school students compete against one 
another as they manufacture and market 
a fi ctional Holo-Generator. During the 
challenge they operate as Chief Execu-
tive Offi cers making decisions on price, 
production, research and development, 
capital investment, and marketing. 

Business Challenge students and coach: 
Caleb Holzman, Travis Eilers, & David 
Zimmerman from Zimmerman Printing

2017 Project G.R.I.L.L.

This past school year has been a busy one for our Project G.R.I.L.L. Team 
and, as you may have noticed, the word grill is an acronym. Grill stands for 
Growing Readiness in Learning and Leading and our group defi nitely did 
their share of both. Our team this year was: Team Leader: Douglas Luebke-
Design & Fabrication: Justin Luebke-Documentation: Madison Kestell-
Marketing: Hannah Morse-Graphics: Emma Wittgreve-Finance: Seth 
Morse & Brandon Housey. Our corporate partner this year was Bemis and 
together we decided to fi nd a community partner for whom to build our grill 
for. We sought out Miesfeld’s, and after a meeting with Chuck Miesfeld, 
our direction was determined. We went through multiple design stages, and 
what felt like endless uphill battles, but our team grew together and perse-
vered to make our deadline. With a $2,500.00 budget, and an eight month 
work window, we fi nished in the nick of time (just two days prior) to our 
day in the park. Our grill will forever be at Miesfeld’s, as this will now be 
Chuck’s main outdoor 
cooking grill for the meat 
market & for on the road 
catering.  The next time 
you are enjoying a brat, 
at a Saturday cook out 
at Miesfeld’s, the grill 
(trailer) that looks to be 
on fi re itself, is the hard 
work and dedication 
of my Howards Grove 
students. 
Submitted by Kevin How-
ard, Technology Educa-
tion Instructor

9
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Forensic Team News

After months of preparation and competitions, eleven members of the Howards Grove High School Forensics Team 
participated in the Wisconsin High School Forensic Association’s state meet at UW Madison on Saturday April 22, 2017. 
The students performed before judges and were graded on categories such as vocal expression, creation of an introduc-
tion to their topic, and familiarization with their theme. Participants were rated on a scale of 1-25. A perfect score of 
25 earned a gold medal for critic’s choice. Silver medals were awarded to participants scoring between 23-24. Bronze 
medals were awarded for scores of 20-22. Melissa Oxtoby received a bronze medal for her interpretation of the poem 
Her Masterpiece Is Her Story by Madison Marie. Jacob Rautmann earned a bronze medal for his four minute speech 
about pay inequality.  Maverick Moore, Joyelle Glock, and Jenna Fintelmann were awarded silver medals for the play 
Study Group by Adam Jeffrey Pasen. Connor Siemers received 
a silver medal for his four minute speech about organic food 
and food treated with GMOs. Tanya Landwehr was awarded a 
silver medal for her interpretation of two poems by Neil Hilborn 
about mental illness. Cassidy Grubisic earned a gold medal 
for her interpretation of two poems about women. Ryan Bell 
received a gold medal for his perfect performance of the mono-
logue, Fear of Falling by Norman A. Bert. Morgan Bramstedt 
and Ally Wasmer earned gold medals for their play Figment by 
Dave Tucker.
After the state competition, the team walked down Bascom Hill 
to gather for a celebratory meal at the Porta Bella restaurant. 
They were joined by two HGHS Forensic Team alumni, Nick 
Hanke and Becca Scheiber, who are now students at UW-Mad-
ison. It was a fi tting end to a great season!
Submitted by Jane Cole,
Forensics Head Coach

Forensics Team members: Bottom (l. to r.) Ryan Bell, Cassidy Grubisic, 
Melissa Oxtoby, Tanya Landwehr, Jenna Fintelmann, Joyelle Glock, Ally 

Wasmer, Morgan Bramstedt. Top (l. to r.) Maverick Moore, Jacob Raut-
mann, and Connor Siemers.

Post Prom - Thank You!

JB’s Entertainment Center hosted a post-prom party for Howards Grove High School students and their guests on 
Saturday, May 13, 2017.  The event was held immediately after prom included bowling, pizza, soda, darts, pool, air 
hockey, a money machine, door prizes and socializing.  Fun was had by all that attended.  It was a big success!
The post-prom committee would like to thank JB’s Entertainment Center for hosting this event again this year, Scott’s 
Vending for donating all the arcade games, Cleveland State Bank for the use of the money machine and a cash donation, 
and the staff at Howards Grove High School.  We would also like to thank all of the local businesses who made such 
generous donations.  With their generosity, not only were we able to give away some great grand prizes, we were able to 
provide great door prizes to those that attended.  A special thank you to Bill and Julie Froelich for organizing this event.  
They provided a safe and enjoyable evening for our youth.  Also, thank you to Kevin and Sherry Jump and Terry and 
Ann Parnitzke for chaperoning post prom.  
Again, thank you to those who made donations towards this wonderful event.  We could not have provided this fun eve-
ning for our young adults without your support and generosity!
Local businesses who donated: Bell Tape-Best Buy-Bummy’s Haus-Bill’s Piggly Wiggly-Cleveland State Bank-Damrow 
Construction-Dean’s Auto Body-Dr. Lindstrom-Edgewood Pool and Spas-Feldmann’s Sales and Services-Gasper Auto 
Clinic-Howards Grove Advancement Association-Howards Grove Athletic Association-Howards Grove Chiropractic-
Howards Grove PTO-Jim’s Auto Service Eick & Co.-Joe’s Hometown Auto-Johnsonville Sausage-Kisiolek Eye Center-
Klemme’s Wagon Wheel-Legend Larry’s Wings n’ Things-Magestro Orthodontics-Millers Glen-Millersville Rec-National 
Exchange Bank-Neumann Plumbing-Quit Qui Oc-S&T Motors-Scott’s Vending-So Big Preschool and Children’s House-
Subway-Viking Packaging Technologies

High School News
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WIAA Scholar Athlete

Each year, member high schools of the Wisconsin Interscholastic Athletic Association are invited to nominate one boy 
and one girl for Scholar Athlete honors. The program, which is underwritten by Marshfi eld Clinic, was launched in 1984 
to demonstrate the positive impact of interscholastic athletic activities. To qualify for WIAA Scholar Athlete recognition, 
a nominee must have earned at least four varsity letters through the fi rst half of his/her senior year and must have a cu-
mulative grade point average of at least 3.0 on a 4.0 scale. In addition to local awards, 32 of the more than 800 students 
nominated each year are selected for statewide recognition. Four boys and four girls in each of four WIAA divisions are 
honored at a ceremony held on the fi rst Sunday of May each year in Wausau.  This 
year Howards Grove is proud to announce Brittany Schaller was selected as one of 
the 4 fi nalists for Division 3!  Brittany has earned 11 varsity letters while participat-
ing in volleyball, basketball and soccer.  In addition, she and her teams have earned 
21 conference, regional and sectional championships.  As a senior, Brittany was an 
integral part of her volleyball and basketball teams winning a state championship.  
We would like to congratulate Brittany on an amazing academic and athletic career 
at Howards Grove High School! “My coaches, teachers, teammates, and classmates 
have all helped me to achieve goals that I never thought could have been reached.” 
-Brittany Schaller
Submitted by David Schmid, High School Athletic Director

COUSINS SUBS® AWARDS $2,500 SCHOLARSHIP TO TRAVIS EILERS

Wisconsin-based Cousins Subs® and its Make It Better Foundation awarded four Wis-
consin high school seniors with $20,000 in scholarships as part of its fi fth annual Wis-
consin Sports Awards Scholarship Contest. Travis Eilers of Howards Grove, Wis. was 
selected as the runner-up prize winner of the two male fi nalists, and received a $2,500 
scholarship. 
Eilers is a well-rounded student-athlete who is an active member of student council, 
National Honor Society, Business Leaders of America, and has completed numerous 
college-level courses throughout his high school career, leading him to a fi rst in class 
ranking. 
“I think the driving factor behind my success is my work ethic and my self-motivation to 
always do my best,” said Eilers. “I want to do well in my future so I always have been 
determined to set myself up for success.”

Eilers hard work is prevalent outside of the classroom, where he dedicates his time as a three-sport athlete participat-
ing in soccer, tennis and track & fi eld earning eight varsity letters throughout his high school career. He was also named 
team captain of the varsity soccer team and received the Most Improved Player award. In addition, Eilers has put in more 
than 170 hours volunteering in his local community and on mission trips, teaching youth skills at soccer camp, helping 
restore neighborhoods on mission trips and involving himself with Habitat for Humanity. The scholarship was awarded 
at the Wisconsin Sports Awards, an exclusive VIP event held in Madison, Wis. on May 11, 2017. At the event, Travis 
along with the other fi nalists, walked the blue carpet beside Wisconsin’s fi nest athletes in high school, collegiate and 
professional arenas, received recognition onstage during the award presentation and mingled with athletes.
“It was really nice to celebrate all of my hard work with my family,” said Eilers. “It made me realize that hard work does 
pay off, and it has inspired me to continue to work hard in college to excel in my academics and community involve-
ment.”
Cousins Subs also awarded a $2,500 scholarship to Dani Meyer of Amery, Wis. Grand prize winners included Alex 
Shutter of Plymouth, Wis. and Hanna Mallien of Sturgeon Bay, Wis., who received $7,500 scholarships. Scholarships 
are funded through Cousins’ Make It Better Foundation—a nonprofi t charitable organization dedicated to funding three 
areas vital to any community: health and wellness, hunger and youth education. The Make It Better Foundation received 
nearly 400 applications from Wisconsin high school senior athletes.

High School News



12   HOWARDS GROVE SCHOOL DISTRICT

Summer 2017

General Music Notes

The fi rst through fourth grade Northview 
students presented their Spring Music 
Concert on April 27th, 6:30 p.m., in the 
Middle School Gymnasium. The program 
was entitled, “Best Self,” and discussed the 
importance of using good Character Traits 
(Integrity, Kindness, Perseverance, etc.).  
The curriculum-based program included life 
lesson examples and a music program fi lled 
with: singing, dancing, laughter, bucket 
drumming, recorder playing, guitar playing, 
over 120 speaking parts and much more!  I 
am extremely proud of each and every one 
of the Northview students, for not only did 
they show growth in their music concept 
understanding, but most of all they worked 
together, through song, and learned impor-
tant life skills along the way. “Bravo!”

Middle School General Music

The 5th and 6th Grade General Music 
students performed on May 17th, a Spring 
Music Concert, at Lakeland College.  This 
concert was in correlation with the 5th-
8th grade bands and choirs. The 5th grade 
students performed “Des Colores,” a Span-
ish folk tune, as well as the “Old Carrion 
Crow,” another folk tune. They sang in 
2-part harmony and unison.
The 6th grade General Music students 
performed three music selections- “Old Joe 
Clark” (2-part acapella), “Larger than Life” 
(pop tune with electric guitar) and “Keep 
Your Lamps” (spiritual).
The 5th and 6th graders have intensely stud-
ied various styles of music this past school 
year, and concluded their “style study” 
with their Spring Concert.  I am extremely 
proud of the students and the learning that 
has occurred this school year. The students 
have learned:  ukuleles, guitar, harmonicas, 
drumming, Orff (xylophones/rhythm instru-
ments), music theory (intervals, key signa-
tures, the Grand Staff, pentatonic scales/
modes, classical & jazz composers, a vast 
array of musical styles and living compos-
ers/musicians).  

Submitted by 
Joelle Barrett,
K-6 Music Spe-
cialist (NBCT)

Music News
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Music Student Selected for Honor Recital

Congratulations to Morgan Bramstedt for being selected for a scholarship and having 
the opportunity to perform at the 47th annual Senior Honor Recital. The recital was on 
May 7th and is sponsored by the John Michael Kohler Arts Center, Joyce Schuchardt 
Conrardy, and Michibago Music Teachers Association. Four seniors from Sheboygan 
County were selected for this honor: Mimi Viglietti, Soprano, Sheboygan; Morgan 
Bramstedt, Soprano, Howards Grove; Caroline Hundley, Flute, Sheboygan; Jessica 
Mehre, Euphonium, Elkhart Lake-Glenbeulah.
Submitted by Zach Holzer and Angie Houston,
High School Choir and Band Directors

Senior Morgan Bramstedt performed 
in the distinguished Honor Recital at 
the John Michael Kohler Arts Center.

Middle Schoolers Run the Show

On Friday, May 5, the Middle School held its fi rst ever, Art Show. This event began at the beginning of the school year, 
when, one day, a group of highly motivated 8th graders (led by Madelyn Wynveen) asked if they could coordinate and 
display a school-wide art show. By the end of that day, the small group had already asked Mr. Hansen for permission, 
checked the calendar to plan dates, talked with the student council advisors to coordinate support, and started a list of job 
responsibilities. By the end of that week, label templates had been created, display ideas were Googled, and To Do lists 
assembled. Each day, as the school year went on, someone asked, “What else can we do?” This snowballed into sorting 
through art projects, checking inventory, typing labels (with the help of a great high school aide), and making signs. 
Soon, a sign-up sheet was created to coordinate the evening’s tasks, which included: Exhibition Designers (set up), 
Docents (to describe the works and answer questions), Security Guards, Tech Coordinator (to set up projectors for 
student-created animation videos), Entertainment (three student musicians playing guitar, piano, and banjo), Attendance 
Taker, and Clean-up. A scavenger-hunt sheet was prepared so young visitors could take a closer look at the art and have 
a chance to win a prize! Additionally, the Family and Consumer Science teacher, Mrs. Buechel, coordinated with her 
students to prepare a Cookie Challenge/Taste-Testing for the visitors; the student council hosted a bake sale; and two 6th 
graders planned a small booth to advocate for world hunger relief. The number of student helpers was amazing!
On the night of the show, all hands were on deck. The event was so well coordinated and planned! Within an hour, the 
show was ready, pizza was delivered, and everyone took a quick dinner break before the opening. When visitors started 
arriving, students jumped immediately to their stations and greeted a steady stream of supportive families, friends, and 
community members. Because of the incredible 8th grade leaders and enthusiastic middle school students, the HGMS 
Art Show was a success! 

Music and Art News
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Visioneers: 

A Design 

Competion

Congratulations 
to Katie Fritz, 
Blake Leinss, 
and Nathan Ko-
rpi for compet-
ing in the state 
design compe-
tition: Visioneers at The Peck School 
of Arts at UW-Milwaukee. The team 
competed in the Game Design portion of 
this event and earned a Blue (Advanced) 
for their long-term project and 2nd place 
for their short-term (day of competition) 
expansion on their game. The team was 
able to interact with industry profession-
als on their design. Thank you to Cleve-
land State Bank for sponsoring the team 
for this state-wide event! Submitted by 
Dannielle Arneson, HGMS Art Instructor

Thank you Middle School 

6th Grade Students

This year marks the Village of Howards Grove’s 50th year of incorporation. 
To help commemorate this milestone, the village planning committee wanted 
a logo to symbolize this historic occasion. The committee reached out to Mrs. 
Arneson (Middle/High School Art Teacher) for assistance. Mrs. Arneson 
enthusiastically embraced the request and held a contest among her 6th grade 
students. Over 60 students participated in the challenge to create a unique 
logo for the 50th celebration. The submissions were fantastic and the selection 
committee had a diffi cult time selecting the winning entry. In fact, it was so 
diffi cult that two winners were selected. The selected logos were created by 
Mary Athorp (balloon logo) and Hailey Vande Hei (fi reworks logo). The two 
logos were combined and illustrated in the May edition of the village newslet-
ter. On behalf of the village, a huge THANK YOU to Mrs. Arneson and her 
6th grade students for the outstanding artwork and civic-minded efforts to help 
make our 50th anniversary celebration a successful one. 
Submitted by Jim Scheiber, HG Village President 

This logo is a combination of the designs 
created by 6th grade students Mary Athorp 
(balloon logo) and Hailey Vande Hei (fi re-
works logo) to commemorate the Village of 
Howards Grove’s 50th year. (Below) Vil-
lage Clerk JoAnn Lesser and President Jim 
Scheiber present an award to the winners.

ASPIRING YOUNG ARTISTS

 INSPIRE YOUNG READERS

For many years the elementary art program has supported the summer 
reading program at the Mead Public Library in Sheboygan by enriching 
the children’s library with artwork. This summer’s artwork will once again 
be created by students at Northview Elementary School and will be hung 
from the ceiling in the Youth Services Department for the summer months 
and returned to the students next fall. The theme for this summer’s library 
program is “Building a Better World”. The 4th grade student’s artwork this 
year began with a study of our insect world and concluded with each student 
inventing a new species of insect, designing a layout with color choices 
made to refl ect the character of the insect and its habitat. As a thank you for 
our contribution, the Mead Public Library will dedicate a bookplate noting 
our school name and art teacher and will place it inside a book where it will 
become a part of the library’s permanent book collection.  We hope you can 
come visit the Mead Public Library this summer to see the newest & latest 
artwork created by young artists of Northview Elementary School.  
Submitted by Ms. D. Kirschbaum, Northview Elementary Art Instructor

These are some of the pieces of artwork, created by the 4th grade students, that will 
hang from the ceiling of the Youth Services Department at the Mead Public Library.

Art News
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Rick Ponzio taps a piece of stone as he shows stu-
dents how to tell if there is a hidden fi ssure inside.

Stone Carver Visits High School

On May 18, Art 2 students had the opportunity to learn about the 
ancient art of stone carving. Area sculptor, Rick Ponzio, gave a presen-
tation to the class which included slides of his work, tools, and samples 
of stone. Besides explaining how various chisels and points are used 
to shape different types of stone, Mr. Ponzio talked about the mindset 
needed to be a successful stone carver.  Patience and a willingness to 
embrace change are important, he noted. 
As a young man Mr. Ponzio was drawn to stone by its permanence. He 
started stone carving because he was looking for a challenge. He also 
liked the fact that it’s a type of art where you create through the act of 
destruction. “I guess it’s a guy thing” the artist chuckled. Rick Ponzio’s 
sculptures can be found in schools and private collections throughout 
the Midwest, and Mr. Ponzio himself can be found as a senior lecturer at 
UW-Sheboygan. Submitted by Jane Cole, High School Art Instructor

Chicago-Based 

Artist Inspires Students

Art I students were pleased to welcome 
Erika Simmons. Simmons is a Chicago-based 
artist that reuses tape cassettes and old fi lm 
to create portraits and images. She has sold 
her work to international publications and 
was the offi cial artist of the 2013 Grammy’s. 
Her unique illustrations provided the inspira-
tion behind the Bruno Mars’ video, “Just the 
Way You Are.” Simmons discussed with the 
students how she became a successful artist, 
including her business and marketing strate-
gies. Students learned about her art tech-
niques and created their own versions as a 
class assignment. For more information about 
about the artist visit https://www.iri5.com/
Submitted by Dannielle Arneson,
Middle/High School Art Instructor

(Above) Erika Simmons 
talks with art students 
while holding one of her 
own artworks. (Right) 
Students replicated her 
style by reusing old VHS 
and tape cassette fi lm to 
create portraits: Chance 
the Rapper by Noah 
Fischer and Mario by 
Isaac Dirker.

Creating, Collaborating, 

& Competing 

HGHS Art I students collaborated 
with art students over 100 miles 
away. HG artists began by drawing 
portraits of fantasy creatures. Then, 
they covered one side of the portrait 
and emailed it to an art student at 
Sturgeon Bay High School. The 
SBHS students had to re-draw the 
covered half of the portrait before 
sending it back to its original owner. 
This collaboration continued into 
another project as well. Additionally, 
the original portraits by Gary Ment-
ing and Lillian Sietz were chosen to 
be on display for the University of 
Wisconsin-Sheboygan High School 
Art Competition.

Art News
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Top Student Banquet

On Wednesday, April 5th the National Exchange Bank hosted a Top Student Banquet for 33 of Howards 
Grove High School’s Seniors.  Students had the opportunity to refl ect on their school experience.  
Congratulations to all of the top students, and thank you to the National Exchange Bank for hosting this event!

Top seniors, Front Row (l. to r.): Jenna Olson, Kjersten Grinna, Allyson Wasmer, Paige Splittgerber, Ashley Reinemann, Melissa 
Oxtoby, Sarah Gardner, Emily Schmid, Brittany Schaller, Kaitlin Guse, Morgan Wittman, Delaney Butler Channel; 
Back Row:  Emily Grunwald, Emily Kulow, Kaitlynn Near, Samantha Yancy, Morgan Bramstedt, Joyell Glocke, Olivia Stauss, Erika 
Pfeifer, Elly Goedeke, Taylor Bubolz, Addisyn Gerber, Caleb Holzman, Travis Eilers, Ryan Bell, Maverick Moore, Johnathan Grun-
wald; Not Pictured: Ashley Schukow, Abigail Albright, Rachel Richter, Samantha Kaesermann, Matthew Bagnall


