
We’re preparing for PHS 2.0!
What is PHS 2.0?
An 18-to-24-month project to upgrade Plainfield High School, adding academic and
arts-related space to accommodate a growing student body.

Isn’t it already a new school?
The doors of the “new” Plainfield High School building opened in 2008. The previous year, the
media reported on the introduction of something called the iPhone, which transformed the
entire world … and our community. Plainfield’s warehouse district became one of the
world’s largest distribution points for what came to be known as smartphones, and the switch
to e-commerce helped our community become a global leader in logistics.

Plainfield High School was designed to serve our community for decades to come, but it was
designed back in 2004, before anyone could foresee the explosive growth in digital
technology. A visitor from 2004 wouldn’t recognize many aspects of the ways today’s
students learn. With all students using Chromebooks, spaces originally designed as computer
labs are obsolete and need to be adjusted to fit the needs of today’s students. In addition,
we have a responsibility to prepare students for tomorrow’s world … not for yesterday’s.

PHS 2.0 builds and improves upon the school’s existing design, adding space to support
updates and enhancements to academic and arts programs.

Is the number of students increasing?
Yes, but not as quickly as most people assume. Even slow growth adds up, though. In 2008,
PHS served around 1200 students. This year’s student body is just over 1800, a 50 percent
increase. The projected capacity for the original building was 2,000 students, and this plan
will provide additional room for future growth.



Given all the new development in Plainfield, is it time to consider a second high
school?
Not even close. We track growth carefully and recently asked a professional demographer
to forecast growth trends. Guilford Township’s total population is increasing, but the
school-age population is expected to grow by less than 2 percent annually over the next
decade (even less at the elementary level). While some of the largest housing developments
may be within the Town of Plainfield’s boundaries, they’re in Washington Township (Avon
Schools) and Liberty Township (Mill Creek Schools), so students will attend those districts.

What elements will PHS 2.0 include?
● Building a new Innovation Lab to provide flexible space for learning. Inspired by The

Imagination Lab for elementary students and the Idea Lab at the middle school, the
Innovation Lab will be available for use by teachers in all subject areas with a goal of
increasing collaboration.

● Reinventing the existing Media Center (library) to better meet the needs of students
and teachers, before, during, and after the school day. This may include development
of a student-operated café offering coffee and snacks.

● Expanding the performing arts area to accommodate growing student participation
and the popular orchestra program (which didn’t exist when the current building was
designed).

● Adding collaborative spaces and small-group rooms in all academic departments to
support the increase in group and project-based learning.

● Replacing multiple small science labs with a shared space capable of
accommodating up to 190 students at one time. The former labs will be converted into
space for classrooms and additional uses.

● Creating a double classroom to accommodate large groups as needed, such as
when teachers teach lessons jointly.

● Increasing the number of student bathrooms to accommodate a larger population.
● Adding pathways between wings to improve traffic flow and shorten the distance

between classes.

Why so many labs and collaboration spaces?
● Plainfield emphasizes STEM (science, technology, engineering, and  mathematics) at

all levels and the “Four C’s” (critical thinking, creativity, communication, and
collaboration) in all subjects. Adding these dedicated spaces at PHS expands upon
the learning styles students have used throughout elementary and middle school.

● Our goal is to make sure our graduating seniors are college or workforce-ready and
we’ve prepared them for the ever-changing future



How will the performing arts area change?
● The good news is our performing arts programs continue to grow. The challenge is that

they’re growing beyond anyone’s most optimistic projections, so we need to
reconfigure those spaces.

● PHS was designed before the orchestra program began. It’s currently housed in the
former drama room, which is too small to allow any growth.

● When PHS opened, the Choral and Band programs had plenty of room to grow, but
they’ve expanded beyond that, creating issues such as needing to use gymnasium
space for rehearsals. There are now more large musical instruments than storage
space for them.

● PHS 2.0 will not only reconfigure existing space to address today’s needs, but will also
give the programs space to accommodate future growth.

Will PHS 2.0 include new athletic facilities?
No. Our existing facilities continue to meet student needs.

Are transfer students the reason this work is needed?
No. While PHS attracts many transfer students from outside our community (which provides a
substantial amount of additional classroom funding), those students make up a small
percentage of the overall student body.

Wouldn’t it make more sense to add another floor to the academic wings?
No. The wings are engineered to be two-story buildings and could not support the weight of
an additional floor without major structural work. In addition, federal accessibility regulations
would require costly features such as new elevators.

What will PHS 2.0 cost the community?
We have not developed a final budget, but our architects estimate that accomplishing all
the PHS 2.0 improvements will cost approximately $39 million. The project would be funded
through the sale of bonds, just as people fund the purchase or construction of their home
through a mortgage.

How will PHS 2.0 affect my property taxes?
While we can't legally make any promises, we're confident we can accomplish PHS 2.0 with
little or no tax increase for homeowners. Thanks to careful budgeting and prudent financial
planning, we've been able to complete recent projects without increasing the school's
portion of property tax rates. Plainfield’s growing commercial tax base will continue to help
offset the tax impact of critically important projects like PHS 2.0.



Is PHS 2.0 a necessity or a luxury?
The community entrusts us to prepare our most important resource -- our children and
grandchildren -- to become successful and financially secure adults. PHS 2.0 isn’t about
“keeping up with Carmel” or building the fanciest buildings possible. It’s about prudent,
sensible, effective ways to develop an environment in which young people can prepare for
a brighter tomorrow. We asked the architects to think creatively to identify the most
cost-effective approaches to meet our objectives. Through a mix of additions and
reconfigurations, they’ve accomplished exactly that.

Why act now and not later?
Construction next year is always more expensive than this year. Bond rates are still historically
low, allowing us to borrow what’s needed at a lower cost than we’re likely to see for several
years.

Shouldn’t we use that money to pay teachers rather than build?
Indiana law doesn’t offer that choice. Funding for classroom instruction and construction are
completely separate and come from separate sources. We cannot use any of the money for
PHS 2.0 to pay for teacher salaries.

Other questions?
If you have additional questions about PHS 2.0, please submit them HERE.

https://forms.gle/HgA76dknu3PyK1ok6

