
MAYNARD PUBLIC SCHOOLS 
SCHOOL COMMITTEE MEETING MINUTES 

FOWLER SCHOOL LIBRARY 
November 7, 2019 

 
 
Present: Bethlyn Houlihan, Natasha Rivera, Mary Brannelly, Lydia Clancy, Maro Hogan 
Administrators Present: Mary Jane Rickson,  Superintendent; Jennifer Gaudet, 
Assistant Superintendent; Michelle Resendes, Business Manager 
 
Meeting Called to Order at 7:04pm 
 
Approval of Prior Meeting Minutes (5 min; VR) 
Ms. Brannelly made a motion to approve the minutes from July 11 and July 26, 2019.   
Ms. Rivera 2nd the motion 
Motion Passed 4-0-1, Lydia Clancy abstained. 
 
Chairperson's Report  
The School Committee had a workshop to create smart goals for the School Committee 
and its subcommittees.  Ms. Houlihan stated that during the last School Committee 
meeting, October 24th, a member of the public made a complaint during public 
comment.  They were following committee policy regarding actively reviewing that 
complaint and will continue to update as that process plays out.  On November 19th 
there will be the National Junior Honor Society induction.  WAVM Telethon starts Dec. 6 
at 8 PM, the School Committee will present a donation at the opening.  There is a free 
School Committee training on Nov. 25th in Marlboro for the new Superintendent 
evaluation pilot.  MHS has invited School Committee members to contribute to mock 
interviews, Dec. 17th.    
 
Student Report Out - Patrick O’Neil 
The Anatomy and Physiology class had a field trip to the Museum of Science to see the 
Body Works exhibit.  AP Bio and others took a field trip to Bristol Myers Squibb, a 
pharmaceutical company out of Devens, visited labs and spoke with the Biotech 
scientists.  College applications for early action are due Nov. 1st, regular applications 
are due in January.  Students started writing papers for their Senior Project which are 
due at the end of the semester.  NHS will be reorganizing the MHS library books and 
painting a mural in the library as a service project.  Homecoming Dance will be Nov. 22, 
theme is Night Under the Stars.  WAVM is continuing work on telethon. 
 
Interim Superintendent Report  



PreK - Gr 3 students have started a series of fire safety programs sponsored by 
Maynard Fire Dept.  GM students participated in the World’s largest shared reading 
experience, Read for the Record, sponsored by Jumpstart and Stratus.   
Fowler joined the Math Olympiad team, with a Gr 5/6 team and a Gr 7/8 team.   
Fowler’s Geography Bee will start on Nov. 21st, top scorers go to the school 
championship on Dec. 5th. The winner will go to the state championship Geo Bee.  
Fowler students/families donated over 100 lbs of Halloween candy for our troops to be 
sent to active-duty personnel serving overseas, facilitated by Operation Gratitude.  
MHS Soccer - Girls quarterfinals will be against Quaboag, Boys quarterfinals, team 
TBD.  Girls cross country won their league race for the league championship. The 
District meet will be on Nov. 9th in Gardner.  The Town and Schools have obtained a 
$12,500 grant for an analysis of school and town property and the viability of providing 
solar energy to the community.  The Superintendent's October newsletter includes the 
process for school cancellations and delays.  This information will be available on the 
school’s phone App, a wide variety of local media outlets and more.  The EL Dept 
hosted the 2nd annual Family Dinner Potluck, and EL Teachers provided information to 
parents on ACCESS Testing, WIDA consortium and how to access information on Tyler.  
She thanked the staff who organized the event. 
 
Acceptance of Donation from the Maynard Senior Citizens Club  
Nancy Hatch from the Maynard Senior Citizens Club wanted the cash donation to go to 
the Music and Art dept’s equally.  Their club has disbanded and had money left in their 
accounts.   
 
Ms. Brannelly made a motion to accept the generous donation from Maynard Senior 
Citizens Club in the amount of $2,135, split equally between art and music and art 
departments.   
Ms. Hogan 2nd the motion.   
Motion passed 5-0 
 
Citizens’ Comments - there were no comments 
 
Biannual Update Assabet Valley Regional Technical High School 
Pam Reiniger, Maynard’s elected member to the AV School Committee, presented.  
Assabet has 73 Maynard students in grade 9-12, including 1 in post-grad.  The 
male/female ratio is evenly split, fairly 50/50.  There is also a fairly even mix of girls and 
boys between the different types of shops. There is a wide variety of sports for students.  
Assabet also participates in WGBH High School Quiz Show, the shops participate in 
Skills USA competitions, they have a JROTC program, and 11 Maynard students are 
currently participating in CoOp programs while being paid.  Technical programs also 



provide services to towns.  If Maynard had a project, they could present it to Assabet to 
be approved.  Parents can also make appointments to have work done in their auto 
body and auto tech programs.  The Culinary shop runs the restaurant that is open to the 
public for lunch during the school year and for some special occasions.   
 
It was noted that Assabet presents to FinCom every year, as well as being present at 
the Annual Town Meeting. 
 
Student Services Update – Director of Pupil Services 
Student services update 2019-2020 goals presentation 
Carol Gahan made a presentation on Special Education Goals 2019-2020, which can 
be found on the website under Documents - School Committee - School Committee 
Presentations.  The goals are to 1) plan to implement the dyslexia screening with action 
steps for what we need to do for the students who need intervention; and 2) increase 
the ability for our staff to support social emotional learning needs and to develop a 
trauma sensitive school community. 
Purpose of the Dyslexia screening is to find students at risk for reading difficulties, then 
decide what we should be doing about it, and to see at what point they are referred to 
Special Ed.  We are following the DESE Recommendations for this screening.  Will 
include mid year and end of year screenings for students already identified as having 
difficulties, and will be watching the rate of progress more closely.  Both teachers and 
paraprofessionals would receive PD around these new screenings.  
Currently Green Meadow uses Fundations for Phonics which transitions well to the 
Wilson program for students who are referred to Special Ed.  There is a similar program 
that is used in K and 1 in the Spanish Immersion programs.  Teachers at GM have had 
in-school training on these programs.  There are currently 2 Wilson trained teachers at 
GM, 2 at FS and 1 and MHS.   
Social Emotional Learning/Trauma Sensitivity is closely related to the district strategic 
plan.  It uses PBIS, CPS & Social Thinking and Explicit Direct Instruction.  Principals, 
Team Chairs and other Administrators attended the MTSS (Multi Tiered System of 
Supports) conference, and the district offers PD in Safety Care for various staff.  School 
Psychologists have offered PD to staff around being trauma sensitive.  The Oasis 
program is at MHS, would like to have a similar program at FS and even GM.  The 
district is continuing to put emphasis on General Ed staff training. 
 
Ms. Houlihan suggested that public comment be moved forward, without objection, in 
the agenda if anyone had any questions or comments about the presentation. 
 
Citizens’ Comments   



Ms. O’Toole said that she liked the idea of visiting other districts to see what programs 
they had available.  She wanted to encourage the district to have conversations with 
individual families who have students in out of district placements.  To see what led the 
student to go out of district and to see what might be done to bring them back. 
 
GMFC Capital Planning Recommendations 
The GMFC had a lot of recommendations, some were ongoing in their conversations as 
it related to capital planning.  They were not able to vote on their recommendations at 
their last meeting.  One recommendation was to be involved in the GM roof project, and 
to have access to review bids for the roof and envelope study.  It was noted that the 
Town Administrator had sent the 4 bids in reference to the RFQ to the GMFC last 
Friday.  The other recommendation was to be involved in the execution in all phases of 
the project, understanding of the timeline, be involved in all the detailed conversations, 
receive the information so that they could send it out to the community.   
 
Although the GMFC did not vote on their recommendations in relation to capital 
planning, Ms. Resendes did include it in the capital requests on a page separate from 
the district requests. 
 
Tri-Board Roundtable Meeting November 12 – SC Considerations  
The goal of the tri-board meeting was to see what each board is thinking of as far as 
priorities and goals.  There was a suggestion to think about regionalizing the school 
district.  Maynard would need to have to come up with something to offer to other 
districts, something that would be attractive for other districts to be interested in 
regionalization.  Maynard needs to figure out what services Maynard wants and figure 
out how to pay for it, we will not be able to rely on the state for funds.  It was noted that 
the NESDEC enrollment projections were low for upcoming years, and the budget 
should consider our enrollment and class sizes.   
 
Members Comments (includes Subcommittees Report Out)  
Ms. Clancy said that the Superintendent Screening Committee met twice and have had 
2 workshops.  They will start interviews next week.  The School Committee will need an 
executive session regarding the Superintendent Search hopefully next week. 
 
Ms. Brannelly mentioned that there was a round table focus group for community 
members to come and meet with Ms. Rickson.   
 
Ms. Gaudet said there were 2 finalists for the Director of Technology and references 
were being checked. 
 



Ms. Rivera commented on safety for students getting to school, that some schools use 
carpooling apps that may work for Maynard families who don’t have access to the bus. 
 
Ms. Houlihan noted that they had a communication subcommittee meeting, there will be 
a follow-up meeting in a few weeks. 
 
 
 
Ms. Rivera motioned to adjourn the meeting.   
Ms. Hogan seconded the motion 
Motion passed 5-1. 
Meeting adjourned at 10:14pm 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Respectfully Submitted 
Colleen Andrade 
Administrative Assistant to the Superintendent of Schools 


