
   

 
 

 

 

          SWWC PARENT TIP: PRAISE 
 

PARENT TIPS 
PRAISE: WORDS OF APPRECIATION CAN BE VERY MOTIVATING! 

 

Research says we should provide at minimum 
six praise statements every 15 minutes! Start 
noticing all the good things students are doing 
to promote positive prosocial behavior. 

What is Praise? 

Definition: Praise means to express a favorable 

judgment of or to commend. 

 

Behavior Specific Praise gives students 

specific, positive verbal feedback indicating 

approval of social or academic behavior. 

 

Example: Jackson, I like how you are looking 

at me showing you are ready to learn. 

 

What does research suggest? 

4 positives to every 1 corrections is 

recommended (4:1 ratio). We should try to state 

at least 6 praise statements every 15 minutes. 

 

What are some benefit of using Praise with 

students? 

 Increases students time on-task 

 Decreases disruptive behaviors 

 Increases appropriate behaviors in 

classroom environment 

 Improves academic outcomes  

 Improves student’s confidence 

 

How do I implement Behavior Specific 

Praise? 

1. Think about the positive behaviors you 

would like to see. Share these behaviors 

with the student. Post this list in the 

student learning space. 

2. Work with your student to determine the 

positive behaviors from that list you can 

notice and acknowledge often. Make a 

list and post the appreciations in the 

student learning space. 

3. Posting this visually will serve as a 

reminder to both student and parent to 

provide Behavior Specific Praise often 

and immediately following an expected 

behavior! 

 

There are different types of Praise. Some people do well with general praise, but most students 

make the most improvements when provided Behavior Specific Praise and/or Effective Praise. 

What are the Steps to Providing Praise? 

Step 1: Say something positive. 

Nice job! 

 

Step 2: Describe the positive behavior. Be  

             Specific! 

Nice job of staying on task. 

 

Step 3: Give a meaningful reason why this  

            behavior will help the student in the 

            Future. 

Nice job of staying on task. You were 

focused on your math the entire time. 

When your attention is strong, you can 

solve your problems quickly! 

 

 

 
 

I 
appreciate 
you being 

patient.

Ben, 
awesome job 

staying on 
task during 

reading .

That was a 
great 

answer, 
thanks for 
sharing!

Thank you 
for getting 
up on time 

today.

Wow, you 
were a great 

helper 
today.

I appreciate 
you being 
patient.

Try to smile, give a 

hug or high five, show 

enthusiasm, and give 

eye contact when 

delivering PRAISE! 

Try to catch your child 

being good at least six 

times every 15 minutes! 

Don’t save the PRAISE 

for perfect behavior! 



 

 


