
 
April 6, 2020 
 
Dear SLLIS Families, 
 
My name is Sharifa Blackwell, and I am honored to be the new Principal of St. Louis Language 
Immersion School. I am excited to start this new journey with all of you and continue the                 
tradition of educating children to be not only global citizens, but compassionate human beings.  
 
Over the past 15 years, I’ve dedicated my life to being an excellent educator, transformative 
administrator, and most importantly, an advocate for children and their right to an outstanding 
education. I genuinely love children and you will find that I invest lots of time getting to know                  
my students and their families. I believe that every child deserves a champion, and I do my best                  
to model that with my daily interactions. I will celebrate their successes, small and large, and I                 
will encourage them by letting them know they are valued and have a special place in our                 
school community. 
 
My goal is for all students to be safe, enjoy school, and have access to a quality education                  
provided by our amazing faculty and staff at SLLIS. And with your help, I have no doubt that this                   
can be achieved. This has been my philosophy since I began my career as an educator. 
 
Before I became an administrator, I taught Spanish at a high-performing blue-ribbon charter             
school for nine years. I later became the Assistant Principal of Culture at this high school. In that                  
role, I had an opportunity to extend the language program, develop students’ leadership skills,              
and foster an environment of acceptance and inclusion. I also served as a Bilingual Coordinator               
and Instructional Coach at a Dual Language middle school. There, I was responsible for coaching               
and supporting teachers. Currently, I serve as the Assistant Principal of the STEAM Academy,              
where we focus on increasing opportunities for underrepresented groups in the STEAM field. 
 
I am dedicated to being a lifelong learner and have enjoyed every part of my career thus far. I                   
am so thankful to have the opportunity to bring all that I have experienced and my love for                  
children with me to your wonderful community. I will be working most days this summer to                
ensure a smooth transition and opening in August. Please stop by and say hello! Thank you for                 
allowing me the opportunity to serve the families of SLLIS. I look forward to meeting you soon. 
 
 Warm Regards, 
 
 Sharifa Blackwell 
 

 


