
 

Aurora Junior High Review Material 
 
I know this semester of the 2019-2020 school year has not gone as planned or expected. The 
academic work within the packets is not intended to cause additional stress during this time. It is 
being provided by teachers and the school as review material over important skills determined 
by teachers. If you need help with the work, please contact the teacher through email. The 
packets will not be collected or graded; the work is not mandatory.  
 
I hope you continue to follow safe and healthy practices, for you and your family.  
 
If you have any additional questions or concerns, please email Mr. Brad Boettler or contact 
Central Office and leave a message for Mr. Boettler.  
 
Work included in the packet and posted online -  

 
- It is review material to keep academic skills tuned 
- It will not need to be turned in or submitted back to the school 
- It will not be graded 
- Provide guidance for parents looking for direction academically 
- Work from school is not mandatory. 
- The same review information is shared digitally (Canvas) and traditionally 

(packet). Students do not have to complete both. 
 

School email & password 
- To access material and documents posted digitally through a public canvas page 

students will need to access material by using their school email and password.  
 

 
Technology Help 
 If you need help with your school-provided technology device, please email the 
technology help desk at the following email address - help@aurorar8.org 
 
Academic Help 

If you have a question on academic work please email your teacher (addresses can be 
found on the Aurora Junior High Website) 

 
Other Questions or Issues   
Please contact Mr. Boettler bboettler@aurorar8.org 
 
If you do not have access to the internet and need assistance, please contact the central office 
(678-3373) and leave a message for Mr. Boettler.  
 
 
Grade Level Packet includes: 

mailto:help@aurorar8.org
mailto:bboettler@aurorar8.org


 

- review opportunities and elective class extension or enrichment opportunities. The 
packets are designed to review materials or provide elective activities for students to 
complete.  

 
Basic Overview Of Skills to Review 
 

 7th Grade 8th Grade 
CONTENT AREA SKILL SKILL 

MATH 
Equations (RO-2) Order of Operations 
(RO-1) Number Sense (RO-3) Fractions 
(RO-4) Graphing (RO-5) 

Equations (RO-2) Order of Operations 
(RO-1) Number Sense (RO-3) Fractions 
(RO-4) Graphing (RO-5) 

SCIENCE Energy & Energy Transformations/Forces 
& Friction 

Choice board over content covered thus 
far. 6-8 overservation challenge (identify). 
Science phenomenon (locate anywhere). 

ELA - WRITING 
ELA: Analyzing Poetry and Descriptive 
Writing 

1.Determine a theme or central idea of a 
text and analyze its development over the 
course of the text, including its 
relationship to the characters, setting, and 
plot. 2. Analyze the structure an 
author/producer uses to organize a text, 
including how the major sections 
contribute to the whole and to the 
development of the ideas. 

ELA - READING Reading: Nonfiction Text 

Write narratives to develop real or 
imagined experiences or events using 
effective technique, relevant descriptive 
details, and well-structured event 
sequences. 

HISTORY 

Watching, reading, writing, interpreting. 
Gather historical information and be 
able to form educated answers around 
it.  

PE Staying active at home Staying active at home 
 
The Elective Packet Includes: 

- Review or enrichment activities related to electives offered during the regular school 
year.  

QR Code to access the Packet information online   



Coach Wade
Hey y’all! These past couple of weeks I have been super busy helping create your Online Review Resources.  I 

really hope you have enjoyed these resources and it gives you a little normalcy to your daily schedule. I wish 

your time away has been pleasant, if it hasn’t been what you thought remember nothing last forever. 

Can’t wait to see you again! 

Below you will find some helpful information in case you need a friendly reminder how  to access your school 

information. 

AURORA  |  Instructional Technology Coach

Robinson Intermediate | GRADES 5/6
Junior High | GRADES 7/8 

Canvas Online Material

❏ Robinson Intermediate
              https://aurorar8.instructure.com/courses/11210

❏ Junior High

            https://aurorar8.instructure.com/courses/11209

“Look forward with hope rather than looking back with regret”

“I am looking forward to getting to do things I have never done before”

Google Suite (school email & password)

❏ School email

❏ First name

❏ 4 digits of Last name

❏ Password

❏ HDLunchpin

❏ Example

❏ andreabloo@aurorar8.org

❏ HD123456

Need help? Email the Help Desk →  help@aurorar8.org

https://aurorar8.instructure.com/courses/11210
https://aurorar8.instructure.com/courses/11209


1. a confirmation . . . line: proof to us in the middle of the struggle that we are doing the right thing.

10

I returned from lunch. In the outer office Millie Jordan was working over 
a table of papers. Hazel was busy on the telephone. I walked into my 

office and a man sitting at my desk, with his back turned, spun around, 
stood up and smiled. Martin Luther King said, “Good afternoon, Miss 
Angelou. You are right on time.”

The surprise was so total that it took me a moment to react to his 
outstretched hand.

I had worked two months for the SCLC, sent out tens of thousands of 
letters and invitations signed by Rev. King, made hundreds of statements 
in his name, but I had never seen him up close. He was shorter than 
I expected and so young. He had an easy friendliness, which was 
unsettling. Looking at him in my office, alone, was like seeing a lion 
sitting down at my dining-room table eating a plate of mustard greens.  a

“We’re so grateful for the job you all are doing up here. It’s a 
confirmation for us down on the firing line.”1

Martin
Luther

King Jr.

Encounter with

Maya Angelou

268 unit 2: analyzing character and point of view 

 a  CHARACTERIZATION
Reread lines 10–13.
What do you learn about 
King from Angelou’s 
description of him?

What might you infer 
about the expression on 
King’s face?
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I was finally able to say how glad I was to meet him.
“Come on, take your seat back and tell me about yourself.”
I settled gratefully into the chair and he sat on the arm of the old sofa 

across the room.
“Stanley says you’re a Southern girl. Where are you from?” His voice 

had lost the church way of talking and he had become just a young man 
asking a question of a young woman. I looked at him and thought about 
the good-looking . . . school athlete, who was invariably the boyfriend of 
the . . . cheerleader.  b

I said, “Stamps, Arkansas. Twenty-five miles from Texarkana.”
He knew Texarkana and Pine Bluff, and, of course, Little Rock. 

He asked me the size and population of Stamps and if my people 
were farmers. I said no and started to explain about Mamma and my 
crippled uncle who raised me. As I talked he nodded as if he knew them 
personally. When I described the dirt roads and shanties and the little 
schoolhouse on top of the hill, he smiled in recognition. When 
I mentioned my brother Bailey, he asked what he was doing now.

The question stopped me. He was friendly and understanding, but 
if I told him my brother was in prison, I couldn’t be sure how long his 

20

30

270 unit 2: analyzing character and point of view   

shanty (shBnPtC) n. 
a rundown house; 
a shack

 b  CHARACTERIZATION 
Reread lines 20–24.  
What change does the 
author notice in King’s 
speech pattern?  What 
does this suggest about 
King?
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understanding would last. I could lose my job. Even more important, 
I might lose his respect. Birds of a feather and all that, but I took a chance 
and told him Bailey was in Sing Sing.2

He dropped his head and looked at his hands.
“It wasn’t a crime against a human being.” I had to explain. I loved 

my brother and although he was in jail, I wanted Martin Luther King 
to think he was an uncommon criminal. “He was a fence. Selling stolen 
goods. That’s all.” c

He looked up. “How old is he?”
“Thirty-three and very bright. Bailey is not a bad person. Really.”
“I understand. Disappointment drives our young men to some 

desperate lengths.” Sympathy and sadness kept his voice low. “That’s 
why we must fight and win. We must save the Baileys of the world. And 
Maya, never stop loving him. Never give up on him. Never deny him. 
And remember, he is freer than those who hold him behind bars.” d

Redemptive3 suffering had always been the part of Martin’s argument 
which I found difficult to accept. I had seen distress fester souls and bend 

40

50

2. Sing Sing: a prison in New York State.
 3. redemptive: earning freedom or salvation. 

 encounter with martin luther king jr. 271

c  CONNECT
Have you ever felt the 
need to explain or 
defend the actions of 
someone you love?  Why 
do you think Angelou 
might have done this?

d  CHARACTERIZATION
Reread lines 45–49. 
What does King’s 
statement suggest 
about him?

fester (fDsPtEr) v. to 
become an increasing 
source of irritation or 
poisoning

268-272_NA_L07PE-u02s5-MLKJr.indd   271 1/8/11   12:37:02 AM



peoples’ bodies out of shape, but I had yet to see anyone redeemed 
from pain, by pain.

There was a knock at the door and Stanley Levison entered.
“Good afternoon, Maya. Hello, Martin. We’re about ready.”
Martin stood and the personal tenderness disappeared. He became 

the fighting preacher, armed and ready for the public fray.
He came over to my desk. “Please accept my thanks. And remember, 

we are not alone. There are a lot of good people in this nation. White 
people who love right and are willing to stand up and be counted.” 
His voice had changed back to the mellifluous Baptist cadence4  raised 
for the common good.  e

We shook hands and I wondered if his statement on the existence 
of good whites had been made for Stanley’s benefit.

At the door, he turned. “But we cannot relax, because for every fair-
minded white American, there is a Bull Connor5  waiting with his shotgun 
and attack dogs.”

I was sitting, mulling over the experience, when Hazel and Millie 
walked in smiling.

“Caught you that time, didn’t we?”
I asked her if she had set up the surprise. She had not. She said when 

Martin came in he asked to meet me. He was told that I was due back 
from lunch and that I was fanatically punctual. He offered to play a joke 
by waiting alone in my office.

Millie chuckled. “He’s got a sense of humor. You never hear about that, 
do you?”

Hazel said, “It makes him more human somehow. I like a serious man 
to be able to laugh. Rounds out the personality.”  f

Martin King had been a hero and a leader to me since the time when 
Godfrey and I heard him speak and had been carried to glory on his 
wings of hope. However, the personal sadness he showed when I spoke 
of my brother put my heart in his keeping forever, and made me thrust 
away the small constant worry which my mother had given me as a part 
of an early parting gift: Black folks can’t change because white folks 
won’t change. ! g  

60

70

80

4. mellifluous (mE-lGfPlL-Es) Baptist cadence (kAdPns): the smooth rhythms of speech characteristic of 
Baptist preachers.

5. Bull Connor: an official in Birmingham, Alabama, best known for ordering police officers to use 
fire hoses and police dogs to break up a civil rights demonstration in 1963.

272 unit 2: analyzing character and point of view   

 f  CHARACTERIZATION
What do you learn about 
King through Millie’s 
and Hazel’s words?

g  CONNECT
Think about how 
Angelou feels toward 
King.  Who has touched 
your heart or mind in a 
similar way?

punctual 
(pOngkPchL-El) adj. 
on time; prompt

 e  CHARACTERIZATION
Reread lines 56–62.  
Describe the shift in 
King’s attitude.  What 
can you infer about why 
he is different in private 
than he is in public?

redeem (rG-dCmP) v.
to set free

fray (frA) n. a fight; a 
heated dispute
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Name: ___________________________________ 

Date: ____________________________________ 

7th Literature- “Encounter with Martin Luther King, Jr.” by Maya Angelou 

Part A Vocabulary 

fester     fray     punctual     redeem     shanty 

1. ____________________________adj. on time; prompt 

2. ____________________________ n. a fight; a heated dispute 

3. ____________________________ n. a rundown house; a shack 

4. ____________________________ v. to set free 

5. ____________________________ v. to become an increasing source of irritation or 
poisoning 

Part B Literary Terminology: Characterization  

List the four ways Maya Angelou reveals Martin Luther King, Jr.’s personality using 
characterization techniques. (Hint: These were listed on your story vocabulary organizer 
under characterization.) 

1. ______________________________________________________________ 

2. ______________________________________________________________ 

3. ______________________________________________________________ 

4. ______________________________________________________________ 

Part C Comprehension Questions 

1. Why did Martin Luther King, Jr. come to meet Maya Angelou? How did he surprise her?
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
_________________ 

2. How does Maya Angelou describe Dr. King when she meets him? How is she used to 
thinking about him and how does that impression compare with her new perception of 
him? 
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________



__________________________________________________________________________
____________________ 

!
!

3. Why is Maya Angelou hesitant to tell Dr. King about her brother? What two things is she 
especially afraid of? How does she try to establish that her brother is not a common 
criminal? 
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
____________________ 

4. How does Dr. King respond to Maya Angelou’s personal story? How does he let her know 
that their cause is worth fighting for? 
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
____________________ 

5. What does the reader learn about Dr. King through Millie and Hazel’s words at the end 
of the story? “….You never hear about that, do you?” and “It makes him more human 
somehow.” What are they referring to? 
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
____________________ 

!



Choose   one   activity   to   complete   each   day.  
 

7th    Grade   Ener y   Choice   Board  
Write   a   summary  

about   the   topic   o   
ener y   usin    the  

ollowin    rule:   Each  
written   word   is  

worth   10   cents.    You  
must   spend  
$3.50-$5.00.  

Write   3   en a in   
newspaper  

headlines   that  
would   fit   the   topic   o   

ener y  
trans ormation  

Explain   what   each  
headline   has   to   do  

with   this   topic.  

Create   a   visual  
illustration  

explainin    the  
connection   between  

kinetic   and  
potential   ener y.  

Explain   why   or   how  
the   topic   o    ener y  
trans ormation   is  
relevant   to   you   or  
the   world,   in   6-7  

complete   sentences.  

Create   a   cheer,  
son ,   or   poem  

about   the   topic   o   
ener y  

trans ormations..  

Draw   a   4   or   more  
rame   cartoon  

illustratin    the   topic  
o    ener y  

trans ormations.  
 

Write   a   para raph  
to   describe   the  

topic   o    ener y   to  
an   alien.  

Create   a   venn  
dia ram   comparin   

electrical   ener y  
and   thermal  

ener y..  

Desi n   a   comic  
book   hero/heroine.  

Their   name,  
costume,   and   power  
have   to   reflect   the  

topic   o    ener y.  
Include   a   written  

explanation   o    how  
these   reflect   the  

topic.  

Sell   Science:    Create  
an   ad   to   sell   one   o   
the   key   ideas   in   the  

topic   o    ener y  
trans ormation.   Use  
visuals,   quotes,   and  
in ormation   to   sell  
your   idea   to   your  

viewer.  
 

Create   a   crossword  
puzzle   around   the  

topic   o    ener y.  
Have   a   blank  

crossword   with  
clues   and   a   ully  

completed   version  
with   correct  

answers.  

T-shirt   Art:    Create  
the   ront   o    a   t-shirt  
that   represents   the  

topic   o    ener y  
trans ormation.   On  

the   back   o    the  
shirt,   include   1-2  

lines   about   how   the  
ront   o    the   shirt  
represents   or  

explains   this   topic.  

Create   6   quiz/test  
questions   about   the  
topic   o    ener y.   You  
must   have   a   variety  

o    types   o   
questions.    Include  
both   questions   and  

correct   answers.  

Produce   a   movie  
trailer   around   the  

topic   o    ener y  
trans ormation   or  

someone   just  
startin    to   learn  
about   this   topic.  

Create   a   tweet   or  
each   key   idea   in   the  

topic   o    electrical  
ener y.   Your   tweets  

must   be   between  
120-140   characters  

lon .    You   must   have  
at   least   5   tweets.  

Find   a   recent   article  
in   the   news   about  

the   topic   o   
electrical   ener y.  
Explain   how   this  

article   is   related   to  
your   everyday   world  

in   a   lar e  
para raph.  

Usin    the   words  
Kinetic   and  
Potential   create   an  
acrostic   or   each  
letter   which  
represents  
somethin    that   we  
learned   in   the   unit  

Describe   5   ener y  
trans ers   and   5  
ener y  
trans ormations  
that   you   have  
completed   today   be  
sure   to   describe  
why   they   fit   each  
cate ory  

Choose   five  
important  
vocabulary   terms  
rom   the   ener y   unit  

and   use   them   to  
create   a   story   about  
ener y.  

Your   the   teacher,  
desi n   a   review  

ame   about   ener y  
to   be   played   by   your  
students  

 



 
 

Choose   one   activity   to   complete   each   day.  
 

7th    Grade   Forces   Choice   Board  
Write   a   summary  

about   the   topic   o   
orces   usin    the  

ollowin    rule:   Each  
written   word   is  

worth   10   cents.    You  
must   spend  
$3.50-$5.00.  

Write   3   en a in   
newspaper  

headlines   that  
would   fit   the   topic   o   

ravity.   Explain   what  
each   headline   has  

to   do   with   this   topic.  

Create   a   visual  
illustration  

explainin    the  
connection   between  

wei ht   and   mass..  

Explain   why   or   how  
the   topic   o    riction  
is   relevant   to   you   or  

the   world,   in   6-7  
complete   sentences.  

Create   a   cheer,  
son ,   or   poem  

about   the   topic   o   
acceleration..  

Draw   a   4   or   more  
rame   cartoon  
illustratin   

balanced   and  
unbalanced   orces..  

 

Write   a   para raph  
to   describe   the  

topic   o    riction   to  
an   alien.  

Create   a   venn  
dia ram   comparin   

balanced   and  
unbalanced   orces..  

Desi n   a   comic  
book   hero/heroine.  

Their   name,  
costume,   power  

have   to   reflect   the  
topic   o    velocity..  
Include   a   written  

explanation   o    how  
these   reflect   the  

topic.  

Sell   Science:    Create  
an   ad   to   sell   one   o   
the   key   ideas   in   the  

topic   o    riction..  
Use   visuals,   quotes,  
and   in ormation   to  

sell   your   idea   to  
your   viewer.  

 

Create   a   crossword  
puzzle   around   the  

topic   o    orces..  
Have   a   blank  

crossword   with  
clues   and   a   ully  

completed   version  
with   correct  

answers.  

T-shirt   Art:    Create  
the   ront   o    a   t-shirt  
that   represents   the  
topic   o    orces..    On  

the   back   o    the  
shirt,   include   1-2  

lines   about   how   the  
ront   o    the   shirt  
represents   or  

explains   this   topic.  

Create   6   quiz/test  
questions   about   the  
topic   o    riction.   You  
must   have   a   variety  

o    types   o   
questions.    Include  
both   questions   and  

correct   answers.  

Produce   a   movie  
trailer   around   the  
topic   o    ravity   or  

someone   just  
startin    to   learn  
about   this   topic.  

Create   a   tweet   or  
each   key   idea   in   the  

topic   o    riction.  
Your   tweets   must   be  

between   120-140  
characters   lon .  
You   must   have   at  

least   5   tweets.  

Find   a   recent   article  
in   the   news   about  

the   topic   o    velocity.  
Explain   how   this  

article   is   related   to  
your   everyday   world  

in   a   lar e  
para raph.  

Usin    the   words  
Force   and   Motion  
create   an   acrostic  
or   each   letter   which  

represents  
somethin    that   we  
learned   in   the   unit  

Create   a   letter  
addressed   to   a   local  
politician   who   is  
tryin    to   outlaw  
riction   and   explain  

to   them   why   this   is   a  
bad   idea  

Choose   five  
important  
vocabulary   terms  
rom   the   orces   unit  

and   use   them   to  
create   a   story   about  
orce.  

Your   the   teacher,  
desi n   a   review  

ame   about   orces  
to   be   played   by   your  
students  
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Question Sheet for the Union’ Grand Strategy 
Student Copy 

 
Questions from the video: 

1. By the 1800s, the country was deeply divided.  Describe the fears that Southerners and 
Northerners faced.  How did the country’s expansion west threaten to upset the delicate 
balance of power between slave and free states?  

 
2. Lincoln described the United States as a “house divided.” Discuss what he meant by this 

and how the country was at odds over the economic base of the South and the principles 
of the nation.  

 
3. Why do you think President-elect Lincoln felt so strongly about preserving the Union? 

Conversely, why might Southerners have believed that secession was justified? 
 
 

Questions from the Map  
1. Look at the map of the Union’s “Grand Strategy” and answer the following questions: 

o What role did the Union Navy play in this strategy? 
o What was the purpose of the Union campaign along the Mississippi?  
o Why did the Union plan to begin by exerting pressure on Tennessee?  

 
2. What was the Union strategy in the East? As you look at the positions of the Northern 

forces, why do you think the Union strategy was nicknamed the "Anaconda" strategy? 
 

3. If you had been given an opportunity to develop this strategy, what changes or additions 
would you make and why?  
 

4. Imagine you are a Confederate General asked by President Jefferson Davis to develop a 
Southern strategy to combat McClellan’s. What advice could you give the Confederate 
leadership in developing a battle strategy of its own? 
 

5. Based on what you’ve researched and know about the Civil War, which particular aspect 
of the Union strategy do you feel was the most effective in ending the war? Which was 
the least? Explain your reasoning. 
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ACTIVITY #2 
 

Question Sheet for African-American Troops and Robert Gould Shaw of the 54th 
Massachusetts Regiment 

 
Student Copy 

 
Questions from the video: 
 

1. How did the Emancipation Proclamation change the nature of the war for former slaves 
and free African-Americans? 
 

2. Describe how battle changed the opinions of white Union soldiers towards African-
American soldiers.  
 

3. As you listen to the narration of the assault on Battery Wagner, take note of when you see 
signs of equality for African-Americans and where signs of prejudice are apparent.  
Discuss. 

Questions from Robert Gould Shaw’s letter to his wife, Annie:  
 

1. What is the good news that Colonel Shaw tells his wife, Annie, in his letter?  
 

2. What evidence does he present to illustrate this good news?  
 

3. Compared to the other regiments engaged in battle, what was the casualty count for the 
54th Regiment according to Shaw’s letter? What point do you think he is attempting to 
convey?  

 
 



1 
 

PBS.org/civilwar 

 
 

Question Sheet for Civil War Music  
Student Copy 

 
Compare the lyrics for the two versions of “The Battle Cry of Freedom” and answer the 
following questions. 
 

1. What appears to be the main difference between the first stanzas of the two versions of 
the song? 

2. What does the Southern version mean by "Down with the Eagle, And Up with the 
Cross?" 

3. Summarize the meaning of the third stanza of the Northern version of the song, which 
begins, "we will welcome to our numbers…" 

4. How do you think the Southern version of the song symbolizes the Confederate cause? 
5. How do you think the Northern version of the song symbolizes the Union cause? 

Compare the lyrics for “Dixie’s Land (Dixie)” and “Union Dixie” and answer the following 
questions.  

1. While the Confederate States of America did not have an official national anthem (even 
the North did not recognize the "Star Spangled Banner" as the nation’s anthem until 
1931), "Dixie’s Land" (or "Dixie," as it is more commonly known) was truly a national 
song. What aspects of the song might make it significant to the Confederate cause? 

2. How does the first stanza of the song "Union Dixie" describe the South? 
3. While the first verse and chorus of "Dixie" are well known, the rest of the song is not. 

Frequently, the tune is used without lyrics. Why do you think the rest of the song is 
obscure? 

4. How could the song, "Union Dixie" be used to rally troops as a school fight song might 
rally the student body or athletes? Give at least three examples from the lyrics. 

5. "Dixie" is still a well-known song in the 21st Century, while the "Union Dixie" has 
generally been forgotten. Speculate why this might be. 
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Question Sheet for Lee and Grant at Appomattox Court House  
Student Copy 

 
Questions from the Video: 
 

1. Describe the position of the Army of the James and the Army of Northern Virginia on 
April 8, 1865. Which army had the better position? Why do you think General Ulysses S. 
Grant sent a note to General Robert E. Lee the day before? 

2. Summarize the details of the formal meeting of surrender between Generals Lee and 
Grant. While it is understandable that it was a somber situation for Lee, why was it also 
for Grant and the other Union officers present?  

3. Assess the terms of surrender Grant offered Lee and the Army of Virginia. Why do you 
think Grant made such an offer?  

 
 Questions from Grant’s Memoirs:  
 

4. The selection you are reading is from US Grant’s personal memoirs of the Civil War, 
Chapter LXVII (Forty-seven). What kind of perspective would you expect Grant to have 
regarding these events?  

5. At the beginning of the chapter, Grant describes the events of the day before he and Lee 
meet. What illness or ailment did Grant have at this point? How did he try to cure it? 
How it was finally cured? 

6. Grant also includes several excerpts of correspondence between General Lee and himself. 
How would you describe the correspondence between the two? 

7. Some of Grant’s commanding officers (Mead and Sheridan) believed that Lee did not 
intend to surrender at all, but had an alternative purpose. What did they believe Lee 
planned to do? 

8. Finally, Lee and Grant met in the McLean home. Had they met each other before? What 
did Grant recollect about this? According to Grant, how were he and Lee dressed? 
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9. Throughout the meeting between the two men, Grant noted that, at various points in their 
conversation, he and Lee entered into small talk, and it was Lee who had to remind Grant 
of the purpose for their meeting. What conclusions might you draw from this? 

10. Describe the surrender terms to which Lee and Grant agreed.  

11. In your view, were these terms harsh or lenient on the South? Explain your answer. 

12. After the surrender was concluded, Union soldiers began to celebrate Lee’s surrender. 
How did they celebrate? What did Grant do regarding this celebration? Why do you 
believe he took this action? What does it say about Grant and his view of the victory?  

13. Grant notes at several points after the surrender, his officers and Lee’s met together. How 
does Grant describe these meetings? In your view, what message does this send regarding 
the men who fought each other during the war? 
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Question Sheet for Sherman’s March to the Sea  
Student Copy 

 
Questions on the Video Clip, “Sherman’s March” 
 

1. What was the general strategy behind General Sherman’s march to Savannah, Georgia? 
How important was this march to both the North and the South?  

 
2. Accounts by historians and men on the march give the impression that the march to 

Savannah was an easy one. Why were Sherman and his men confident that this would be 
the case? 

 
3. There were many factors that led both Yankee and Rebel armies to be so destructive 

throughout the war. How did the spectacle of Andersonville Prison and Sherman’s March 
to the Sea burn in the memory of the Union and Confederate populations respectively?  

 
4. Explain how the tactic of Southern General John Bell Hood in Tennessee led to the 

destruction of his army.  
 
Questions on General Sherman’s Letter to General Grant 
 

5. Describe how Sherman believed the geographic conditions and recent good weather 
would assist his army in taking Savannah. 

6. How did Sherman describe how he provisioned his men? Describe the type of food his 
men had. Why did the army have more food at this point in the march compared to when 
it began? 

7. Why was Sherman confident Savannah would fall into Union possession? What evidence 
did he present to Grant that the position of his army would prevent the city from 
obtaining necessary supplies?  

8. Summarize the report Sherman gave Grant on General Thomas and his actions against 
General Hood’s army. 

9.  How did Sherman describe General Hardee’s Confederate forces and defenses in 
Savannah? Why was he confident Savannah could not successfully defend itself?  
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Questions on the Lyrics of the Song “Marching Through Georgia” 
 

10. Explain how the first two stanzas of “Marching through Georgia” describe Sherman’s 
march to the sea. 

11. How does the song corroborate Sherman’s remarks about foraging through  
Southern farms? 

12. The song mentions “Union men” people who disagreed with succession and wanted to 
keep the Union together. How does the song describe these Union men’s reaction to 
seeing Sherman’s army? How realistic do you think this claim is and why?  

13. How does the song summarize the mission of the Union to defeat the South? 

 
 



Road to the Civil War (Literally a road) 

 

The Civil War marked a defining moment in United States history. Long 

simmering sectional tensions reached a critical stage in 1860–1861 when eleven 

slaveholding states seceded and formed the Confederate States of America.   

 
You and a partner are going to create a timeline using the format of a road map.  Your “road map” will 
highlight 8 important events in the United States that led up to the Civil War. 
 

 
1. On the poster board, design a road that has a beginning and end.  It can be a winding country 

road, a busy main street, a superhighway, or a design of your choice.  Use pencil when 
designing the road in case you need to make changes. 

 
2. Of the 14 events listed below, Choose 8 events that you feel led to the Civil War. 

 
3. Design a “stop” along the road for 8 events you chose.  The stops can be traffic lights, stop 

signs, yield signs, bridges, exit ramps, detours, toll booths, road hazards, buildings, etc.  Make 
sure you label each stop with the name of the event.  The events should be added to the road 
map in sequential order, starting at the beginning of the road and ending with the title “Fort 
Sumter - The Civil War.” 

 
4. Answer the provided questions under the title of each stop. Use information from your 

research, and/or textbook to help answer the questions. 

 

5. Once your road map is designed, fill up empty space with pictures (Yes, you can print). 

 
6. On the back of the poster board, write your names.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Events that led to the Civil War 

 
1. Missouri Compromise  

a. Missouri wanted to enter as a slave state. Why was this a big deal? 
b. Who created this compromise?  
c. What was the Compromise (3 provisions)? 

 
     2.  Differences between North and South  

a. What were the economic differences between North and South? 
b. What were the cultural differences between North and South? 

 
    3.  Wilmot Proviso  

a. What is a proviso?  
b. Who proposed this proviso? Where was he from? Was this a slave state or free state? 
c. Why did this proviso bother slavery supporters? 

 
    4.  Compromise of 1850  

a. California wanted to be a free state. Why was this a big deal? 
b. Who proposed this compromise? 
c. What were 3 parts to this compromise? 

 
    5. Fugitive Slave Act 

a. What compromise was the Fugitive Slave Act a part of? 
b. What did this act require northerners to do? 
c. Why did this act make northerners mad? 

 
    6. Uncle Tom’s Cabin  

a. Who wrote, Uncle Tom’s Cabin ?  
b. Why was this book written? 
c. How did this book increase the abolitionist movement to ban slavery? 
d. Why did this book make Southerners mad? 

 
    7. Kansas Nebraska Act  

a. Who proposed this act? 
b. What territories were created by this act?  
c. How did this act abolish the Missouri Compromise line? 
d. Why did this act anger northerners? 
e. What political developed in response to this act? 

 
    8. Bleeding Kansas 

a. Why did many people move to Kansas in 1854? 
b. What were pro-slavery people called? What were anti-slavery people called? 
c. What happened in Lawrence, KS on May 21, 1856. 



   9. The beating of Charles Sumner  
a. Why did Preston Brooks attack Charles Sumner in the Senate? 
b. What did this attack show the nation and its leaders? 

 
    10. Dred Scott  

a. Who was Dred Scott?  
b. What was his argument to the Supreme Court? 
c. What was Roger Taney’s ruling in the case? 
d. Why did the ruling anger northerners? 

 
   11. Lincoln-Douglas Debates  

a. Why were Abraham Lincoln and Stephen Douglas debating? 
b. What was Lincoln’s stance on slavery? What was Douglas’s stance? 
c. What is the importance of the debates between Lincoln and Douglas? 

 
   12. John Brown Raid  

a. Who was John Brown?  
b. What was his plan at the arsenal at Harpers Ferry? 
c. How many men raided the arsenal with him? 
d. Why were southerners scared after the John Brown raid? 

 
   13. Election of 1860  

a. Who won the election of 1860? 
b. What does the map tell you about the division of the United States in 1860? 
c. Why did the South secede from the Union after this election.  
d. What was the first state to secede from the Union? 

 
   14. Your Choice  - if you find another event that wasn’t talked about, ask me. 

a. What is this event? When did it happen? 
b. Who was involved? 
c. Why did it lead to the Civil War? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Rubric: 
 

 8 events are included in 
sequential order. (8 pts) 

 

 8 events have all questions 
accurately answered. (24 pts) 

 

 All directions were followed (8 
pts) 

 

 A title, road, stop sign, pictures 
and some color included. (15 
pts) 

 

  _____/55 pts. 
 



Preparing to Write: 

My Dream Is
Directions: Read the poem “Your Dream Is” by Jason Reynolds and complete the activity “Analyzing Poetry.” Then follow 
the directions below to help you write your own poem called “My Dream Is,” using Reynolds’s poem as a model.

Name: ___________________________________________________ Date: ________________________

Writing Planner
POEM: “Your Dream Is,” page 32

March 2020
®

THE LANGUAGE ARTS MAGAZINE

©2020 BY SCHOLASTIC INC. PERMISSION GRANTED TO TEACHERS AND SUBSCRIBERS TO PROJECT OR MAKE COPIES OF THIS PAGE TO DISTRIBUTE TO STUDENTS. PAGE 1 OF 3

1  In the first stanza of “Your Dream Is,” Reynolds lists three small physical characteristics that 
someone might have that make him or her unique: a mole behind the ear, a chipped front tooth, and 
freckles. In the box below, list some of your own unique physical characteristics. 

my unique characteristics

2  In his poem, Reynolds does not reveal the dream of the person he’s addressing. But reading a poem 
called “Your Dream Is” and writing one called “My Dream Is” might make you think about your dreams. In 
the space below, jot down what your dream is or what your dreams are. You might not put this information 
into your poem, but it will be helpful to think about as you prepare to write.

my dream(s)
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a time you showed  
“courage in trying”

a time you felt passion in living or 
something you are passionate about

something beautiful that happens 
around you that you appreciate

Writing Planner
POEM: “Your Dream Is,” page 32

March 2020

3  Think about how the ideas in the last stanza of Reynolds’s poem—the things he says make you 
great—apply to you in particular. Give at least one example of . . . 

4  Do you have any ideas different from what Reynolds writes in “Your Dream Is” about what makes 
you great? List them below.

5  Now it’s time to write the first draft of your poem. Use the ideas that you brainstormed—but let 
your mind be free. You might come up with new ideas as you start to write, which is great.

Write your poem on your own piece of paper. Here are the guidelines:

•  Give your poem the title “My Dream Is.”

•  Write your poem from the first-person point of view.

•  Include details about yourself and what makes you great. 

You’ll find some ideas for how you could structure your poem on the next page.

things that make me great
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Writing Planner
POEM: “Your Dream Is,” page 32

March 2020

first stanza

Use “Your Dream Is” as a model, but . . .

• Write in first person.

•  Replace the three traits Reynolds lists 
with three traits that you have. 

Here’s an example:

My dream is the birthmark

on the back of my neck,

my long

second toes,

my greenish-blue eyes.

second stanza

One option is to copy the second stanza of Reynolds’s poem but 
change the point of view from second person to first person. Or 

you could go in a different direction if you have another idea.

third stanza

One thing you could do here is to use three of the ideas you wrote on page 2 of 
this activity, giving an example of a time you showed courage in trying, a time you 

felt passion in living, and something beautiful that happens around you that you 
appreciate. Again, be sure to write in first person.

Here’s an example:

The time I auditioned for the school play,

the passion I have for cooking,

and my acknowledgment

and appreciation of

the twisty old tree in my front yard

does that.

But here’s the thing—this is your poem. You don’t have to follow the structure of 
Jason Reynolds’s poem so closely if you have other ideas. Just make sure you use 
the last stanza to express what you think makes you great.



Analyzing Poetry
Directions: Below is the poem “Your Dream Is” by Jason Reynolds. Read the poem a few times. Then answer the 
questions on the next page. This activity is meant to be completed by partners, in groups, or as a class.

Name: ___________________________________________________ Date: ________________________

Poetry Analysis
POEM: “Your Dream Is,” page 32

March 2020
®

THE LANGUAGE ARTS MAGAZINE
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Your Dream Is
by Jason Reynolds

1

3

5

Your dream is the mole
behind your ear, 
that chip in your
front tooth, 
your freckles.

It’s the thing that makes
you special,
but not the thing that makes 
you great.

The courage in trying,
the passion in living,
and the acknowledgement 
and appreciation of
the beauty happening around
you does that.

7

9

11

13

15
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POEM: “Your Dream Is,” page 32
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2  The poem is written in second person, addressing the reader as “you.” Who do you think the poet 
is speaking to? Do you think he’s addressing a particular person with a mole, a chipped tooth, and 
freckles? Explain. 

3  The poet compares your dream to a mole, a chip in a tooth, and freckles. Why do you think the 
poet uses this comparison? What idea is he expressing through it?

1  Consider the things Reynolds lists in the first stanza: a mole behind your ear, a chip in your front 
tooth, your freckles. What kind of things are these? 

4  In the last stanza, the poet lists three things that he says do make you great. In your own words, 
explain what you think the poet means by each of these three things.

5  Do you agree with what the poet says about dreams and what makes you great?



WRITING CONTEST ENTRY FORM

My name:  ____________________________________________________________________________________________

My home phone number:  _____________________ My grade:  ________________________________________

My teacher’s name : ______________________________  My teacher’s e-mail:  _____________________________

School name:  _______________________________________________________________________________________________________________

School address:  ______________________________________________________________________________________

City:  _____________________________________________  State:  ___________________  ZIP:  ___________________

School phone number:  _______________________________________________________________________________

My parent or legal guardian consents  
to my participation in this contest.
Parent’s or legal guardian’s signature: ________________________________________________________________

®

THE LANGUAGE ARTS MAGAZINE

Include this sheet with your contest entry and send both to: scopemag@scholastic.com 
Or mail to: My Dream Contest, c/o Scope, P.O. Box 712, New York, NY 10013-0712

ENTRIES MUST BE RECEIVED BY April 20, 2020!
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My Dream Contest
Write a poem called “My Dream Is.” Include details about 

yourself and what makes you great.  
Five winners will get Ghost by Jason Reynolds. 

Note: Scope does not 
accept Google Docs. If 
you are e-mailing your 
entry, please send a 

.pdf or .doc file.

Entries will be judged on:
a creativity 

a strength of descriptive language 
a  clarity



 



Name:________________________________________   Date:__________________________ 

Fraction Operations Self-Checking Sheet 
 

Start with question 1. Insert the answer from question 1 onto the line in question 2 
and then answer question 2. Repeat until you have completed all of the questions in 
this manner. If you answer all questions correctly, you should end up with 2 1/4 as 
your final answer! 
 

1. 1 7/8 x 1 1/4 = _________ 

2. ____ ÷ 1 1/2 = _________ 

3. ____ + 1/2 = _________ 

4. ____ x 2/5 = _________ 

5. ____ x 1 2/3 = _________ 

6. ____ + 1 1/2 = _________ 

7. 5/8 + ____ = _________ 

8. ____ - 1/8 = _________ 

9. ____ - 1 5/8 = _________ 

10. 3 15/16 ÷ ____ = 2 1/4 
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Did You Know… 

Directions: Graph each point below, connecting it with the next point until you reach the 
end to reveal the answer to the fun fact!  Work down each column before moving to the 
next column on the right. 

Fun Fact:   This is the only mammal that can’t jump. 

(0.25,−2) 

(3.5,−3.5) 

(3.5,−5) 

(3.75,−6) 

(2.5,−7) 

(3.75,−7.75) 

(5,−8) 

(6.5,−7.5) 

(6.5,−4) 

(8,−6.75) 

(7,−8.5) 

(9,−9) 

(10,−9) 

(11,−8) 

(10.25,−4) 

(10.5, 0.5) 

(10.75,−4) 

(10.75,−6) 

(11.5,−6.25) 

(11.75,−5.5) 

(11.5,−4) 

(11.75, 0) 

(11.5, 2) 

(11, 3) 

(10, 4) 

(8.75, 5) 

(7, 6) 

(5.5, 6.75) 

(4, 6.75) 

(1, 7) 

(−0.5, 7.25) 

(−2, 7.25) 

(−4, 8) 

(−5, 8.5) 

(−6, 8.75) 

(−7, 8.75) 

(−8, 8) 

(−9, 7.25) 

(−10, 6.25) 

(−10.75, 5) 

(−11, 3) 

(−12, 1) 

(−12,−3) 

(−12,−4.75) 

(−11,−6) 

(−10,−5.75) 

(−9.5,−5) 

(−8.75,−4.75) 

(−9.75,−4) 

(−10.5,−4.5) 

(−10.5,−5) 

(−11,−3.5) 

(−9.5, 1) 

(−6.25, 2.5) 

(−5, 0) 

(−6.5,−5) 

(−6.75,−6.5) 

(−8,−8) 

(−7,−8.5) 

(−4.5,−8.25) 

(−4.5,−6.5) 

(−3,−3.5) 

(−2,−7) 

(−2.75,−8.5) 

(−2,−9.25) 

(1,−8) 

(0.5,−5) 

(0.25,−2) 
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Name:  ___________________ 
 
MATCHING  Solve each problem.  Find the solution in the key and place the letter on the line above the number 
of the problem.  
 
  
 
 
 
 
 

1.  6 –  
)32(4

318 2

−+
−

 
 
2.  7 – 8  4(32 – 1) 

 
3.  2 – 2(2 – 5)2 + 32 

4.  (52 – 9  3)2 - 11 5.  [(2 + 3)2 – 5]  4 6.  12 – 11  2 + 16  8 

7.  -5 + 1  3 – (7 – 23) 8.  8 + 2  3 – 14  7 9.  (8 – 2)2 + ¼ [4 – 3(6-10)] 

10.  7 + (2 – 32)  5 11.  3 – 2[23 + (-1)3] 12.  18 + 6  3(22 + 5) 

 
 
 

             

12 4 3 7 9 11 2  5 6 8 10 1 

A B C D E F G H I J K L M 
12 14 1 11 -78 -2 -9 -11 40 19 -1 36 2 

             
N O P Q R S T U V W X Y Z 
-8 -7 3 4 -28 80 66 -1 9 16 5 22 0 

What did one pencil say to another? 
 

Order of Operations 


