
COOPERSTOWN CENTRAL SCHOOL DISTRICT 
BOARD OF EDUCATION 

MINUTES 
 

DATE:    March 4, 2020 
 
KIND OF MEETING: Regular 
 
PLACE:   Library, Junior/Senior High School 
 
MEMBERS PRESENT: Timothy Hayes, Anthony Scalici, Wendy Kiuber, Marcy Birch, Marielle 

Ainsworth, Gillian Spencer and Matthew Schuermann 
 
OTHERS PRESENT:  William T. Crankshaw, Superintendent of Schools 
    Amy B. Kukenberger, Business Administrator 

 
 

 President Hayes called the meeting to order at 6:00 PM.   
 

Under public comments, a couple of parents whose children are on the girls’ swim team expressed 
their concern about combining boys’ and girls’ swim teams.   

 
Motion by Timothy Hayes, seconded by Anthony Scalici, to amend the Agenda by removing Budget 

& Finance item G. “b” appointment of support 1:1 aide tutor. 
 

 Ayes   7 Noes   0  Motion carried. 
 

 Superintendent Crankshaw led a discussion of the Program Component of the 2020-2021 Budget 
with a PowerPoint presentation.  A copy of presentation is on file with the minutes of this meeting.  
 
 

Motion by Timothy Hayes, seconded by Marcy Birch.  BE IT RESOLVED, that the Board of 
Education of the Cooperstown Central School District, upon the recommendation of the Superintendent of 
Schools, does hereby approve the minutes of the Public Budget discussion held January 22, 2020, as 
presented. 
 
 Ayes   7 Noes   0  Motion carried. 
 
 Motion by Timothy Hayes, seconded by Marielle Ainsworth.  BE IT RESOLVED, that the Board of 
Education of the Cooperstown Central School District, upon the recommendation of the Superintendent of 
Schools, does hereby approve the regular meeting minutes of February 12, 2020, as presented. 
 
 Ayes   7 Noes   0  Motion carried. 
 

Matthew Schuermann stated the next Buildings, Grounds & Safety Committee meeting is March 5, 
2020 at 7:30 am. 

 
 Marcy Birch stated the next Public Relations, Policy & Extracurricular Committee meetings is March 
23, 2020 at 7:30 am. 

 
Marielle Ainsworth gave a report of the Personnel Committee meeting on February 25, 2020.  The 

next Committee meeting is March 12, 2020 at 8:30 am. 
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Motion by Marielle Ainsworth, seconded by March Birch.  BE IT RESOLVED, that the Board of 

Education of the Cooperstown Central School District, upon the recommendation of the Superintendent of 
Schools, hereby accepts the resignation for the purpose of retirement of Lori Butler, Teacher Aide, effective 
September 25, 2020; with much appreciation for the many years of service provided to our School District. 

 
 Ayes   7 Noes   0  Motion carried. 

 
Motion by Marielle Ainsworth, seconded by March Birch.  BE IT RESOLVED, that the Board of 

Education of the Cooperstown Central School District, upon the recommendation of the Superintendent of 
Schools, hereby approves the administrative assignment of the following individuals as unpaid volunteer 
assistant coaches for the 2020 spring sports season, effective March 4, 2020. Appointments are contingent 
upon clearance from the State Education Department to comply with the fingerprinting provisions of Project 
Save and/or meeting all certification/ licensing requirements as per NYSED. 

 
• Karenlee Seamon, JV/Varsity Softball 
• Bruce Miller, Golf 

 
 Ayes   7 Noes   0  Motion carried. 

 
Motion by Marielle Ainsworth, seconded by Wendy Kiuber.  BE IT RESOLVED, that the Board of 

Education of the Cooperstown Central School District, upon the recommendation of the Superintendent of 
Schools, does hereby approve the addition of Heidi Geisz to the non-certified teacher substitute list. 

 
 Ayes   7 Noes   0  Motion carried. 
 
 Gillian Spencer stated the next Curriculum and Instruction Committee meeting is March 5, 2020 at 
8:30 am. 
 
 Wendy Kiuber gave a report of the Budget, Finance and Audit Committee meeting on February 27, 
2020.  The next Committee meeting is March 16, 2020 at 8:30 am. 
 
 Motion by Wendy Kiuber, seconded by Marielle Ainsworth.  BE IT RESOLVED, that the Board of 
Education of the Cooperstown Central School District, upon the recommendation of the Superintendent of 
Schools, hereby accepts the following: December 2019 Warrants 48, 49, 50, 51, 52, 53, 54, 55, 56, Claims 
Auditor's report for the period December 1-31, 2019, January 2020 Warrants 57,58, 59, 60, 61, 62, 63, 64, and 
the Claims Auditor's report for the period January 1-31, 2020, as presented. 
 
 Ayes   7 Noes   0  Motion carried. 
 
  Motion by Wendy Kiuber, seconded by Gillian Spencer.  BE IT RESOLVED, that the Board of 
Education of the Cooperstown Central School District, upon the recommendation of the Superintendent of 
Schools, hereby accepts the Monthly Treasurer's reports for the month of December 2019 and January 2020, 
as prepared by Amy Kukenberger, Business Administrator. 
 
 Ayes   7 Noes   0  Motion carried. 
 
 Motion by Timothy Hayes, seconded by Anthony Scalici.  A BOND RESOLUTION, DATED 
MARCH 4, 2020, OF THE BOARD OF EDUCATION OF THE COOPERSTOWN CENTRAL 
SCHOOL DISTRICT, OTSEGO COUNTY, NEW YORK (THE “DISTRICT”) AUTHORIZING THE 
DISTRICT (A) TO UNDERTAKE A PROJECT CONSISTING OF THE RECONSTRUCTION AND 
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RENOVATION OF, AND THE CONSTRUCTION OF IMPROVEMENTS AND UPGRADES TO, 
VARIOUS DISTRICT BUILDINGS AND FACILITIES AT AN ESTIMATED AGGREGATE 
MAXIMUM COST OF $5,163,000 AND (B) TO ISSUE SERIAL BONDS OF THE DISTRICT IN AN 
AGGREGATE PRINCIPAL AMOUNT NOT TO EXCEED $5,163,000 TO FINANCE THE BALANCE 
OF THE COST OF SUCH PROJECT, AND DELEGATING THE POWER TO ISSUE BOND 
ANTICIPATION NOTES IN ANTICIPATION OF THE SALE OF SUCH BONDS TO THE 
PRESIDENT OF THE BOARD OF EDUCATION OF THE DISTRICT. 
 
WHEREAS, at the special District meeting and vote of the qualified voters of the Cooperstown Central 
School District, Otsego County, New York (the “District”), held on December 17, 2019, the proposed capital 
improvement project (“Proposition No. 1”) was duly approved by the qualified voters of the District 
authorizing the Board of Education of the District (the “Board”) (a) to undertake a capital improvement 
project (the “Project”) consisting of the reconstruction and renovation of, and the construction of 
improvements and upgrades to, various District buildings and facilities (and the sites thereof), to implement 
various health, safety, accessibility, and code compliance measures required by the State Education 
Department in connection with any significant capital improvement project, and to undertake various other 
measures as described in greater detail in (but not to be limited by) the Project Plan (as hereinafter defined) 
that was referred to in the public notice of the vote on this Proposition, and to expend therefor an amount 
not to exceed $5,163,000 and (b) the levy of a tax to finance the balance of the cost of the Project, such tax to 
be collected in annual installments, with obligations of the District to be issued in anticipation thereof; and 
 
WHEREAS, it is now desired to authorize the expenditure of up to $5,163,000 for such purpose and to 
provide for the financing thereof in accordance with Proposition No. 1; 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Board (by a favorable vote of at least two-thirds of all the 
members of the Board), as follows:  
 
Section 1. The specific purpose to be financed pursuant to this resolution is to undertake the Project 
consisting of the reconstruction and renovation of, and the construction of improvements and upgrades to, 
various District buildings and facilities (and the sites thereof), to implement various health, safety, 
accessibility, and code compliance measures required by the State Education Department in connection with 
any significant capital improvement project, and to undertake various other measures generally as described in 
(but not to be limited by) the written plan for the Project that was prepared by the District with the assistance 
of IBI Group Inc. (the “Project Plan”), which is available for public inspection in the office of the District 
Clerk, such work being anticipated to include, without limitation and to the extent as and where required, the 
particular elements described below. The proposed work will involve various renovations, upgrades, 
additions, and site work improvements at various District buildings and facilities (and the sites thereof), 
including but not limited to (1) repair and/or widening of asphalt walkways indicated throughout the District 
Campus; (2) (a) the replacement of lighting in the classrooms, corridors, and interior spaces, the gym wood 
floor and partition wall, the switchgear, the transformer, and the heater for the boys’ locker room; (b) 
installation of clerestory windows and locking cabinets in the library, solar tubes in offices and corridors, 
interior accessibility signage, and exterior signage; (c) the reconstruction of the interior office spaces, 
permanent library walls, library media center circulation desk, Family and Consumer Science Room, 
chimneys, the baseball in-field, and the track surface at the Junior/Senior High School; (3) (a) replacement of 
lighting, unit vent split system, the electrical panel, vinyl floors, entry doors, rear parking lot, and fencing; (b) 
installation of interior accessibility signage and exterior signage; and (c) expansion of the gym at the 
Elementary School; and (4) (a) replacement and reconstruction of exterior windows and wood door and (b) 
reconstruction of the foundation wall at the Bus Garage. The foregoing components of the Project (or so 
much thereof as may be reasonably accomplished, given the level of construction bids received) will include 
the purchase of original furnishings, equipment, machinery, and apparatus required in connection with the 
purposes for which such buildings, facilities, and sites are used, and all ancillary or related work required in 
connection therewith. The District will be authorized to expend for the Project, including for preliminary 
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costs and costs incidental thereto and to the financing thereof, an amount not to exceed the estimated 
maximum cost of $5,163,000, provided that the detailed costs of the components of the Project (as generally 
described in the Project Plan) may be reallocated among such components, or such components may be 
deleted, revised or supplemented if (1) the Board shall determine that such reallocation, deletion, revision or 
supplementation is in the best interests of the District, (2) the aggregate amount to be expended for the 
Project shall not exceed $5,163,000, and (3) no material change shall be made in the overall scope and nature 
of the Project. 
 
Section 2. The Board plans to finance the District’s estimated maximum cost of said purpose by the issuance 
of a serial bond or bonds in an amount not to exceed $5,163,000 of the District. The serial bond or bonds are 
hereby authorized to be issued therefor pursuant to the Local Finance Law, and to provide for the payment 
of the principal of and interest on such bonds by the levying of a tax on the real property of the District, to 
be paid in annual installments as approved by the qualified voters of the District voting at the Special School 
District Meeting and Vote held on December 17, 2019.  
 
Section 3. It is hereby determined that the Project is an object or purpose described in subdivision 97 of 
paragraph a of Section 11.00 of the Local Finance Law, and that the period of probable usefulness of the 
Project is 30 years. 
 
Section 4. Subject to the provisions of this resolution and of the Local Finance Law, pursuant to the 
provisions of Section 30.00 relative to the authorization of the issuance of bond anticipation notes or the 
renewals of said notes and of Section 21.00, Section 23.00, Section 50.00, Sections 56.00 to 60.00, Section 
62.00, Section 63.00, and Section 164.00 of the Local Finance Law, the powers and duties of the Board 
pertaining or incidental to the sale and issuance of bond anticipation notes and prescribing the terms, form 
and contents and details as to the sale and issuance of the bonds herein authorized, and of any bond 
anticipation notes issued in anticipation of such bonds, and any renewals of such notes, are hereby delegated 
to the President of the Board, as the chief fiscal officer of the District. Without in any way limiting the scope 
of the foregoing delegation of powers, the President of the Board, to the extent permitted by Section 58.00(f) 
of the Local Finance Law, is specifically authorized to accept bids submitted in electronic format for any 
bonds or notes of the District. 
 
Section 5. The temporary use of available funds of the District, not immediately required for the purpose or 
purposes for which the same were borrowed, raised or otherwise created, is hereby authorized pursuant to 
Section 165.10 of the Local Finance Law, for the purpose or purposes described in Section 1 of this 
resolution. The District then reasonably expects to reimburse any such expenditures (to the extent made after 
the date hereof or within 60 days prior to the date hereof) with the proceeds of the bonds authorized by 
Section 2 of this resolution (or with the proceeds of any bond anticipation notes issued in anticipation of the 
sale of such bonds). This resolution shall constitute a formal expression of the District’s “official intent” to 
reimburse the expenditures authorized by Section 2 hereof with such bond or note proceeds, as required by 
United States Treasury Regulations Section 1.150-2. 
 
Section 6. Each of the bonds authorized by this resolution, and any notes issued in anticipation of the sale of 
such bonds, shall contain the recital of validity as prescribed by Section 52.00 of the Local Finance Law, and 
such bonds and notes shall be general obligations of the District, payable as to both principal and interest by a 
general tax levied annually upon all the taxable real property within the District, without limitation as to rate 
or amount (subject to certain statutory limitations imposed by Chapter 97 of the 2011 Laws of New York), 
sufficient to pay the principal of and interest on such bonds and notes becoming due and payable in such 
year. The faith and credit of the District is hereby irrevocably pledged for the payment of the principal of and 
interest on such bonds and notes, and provision shall be made annually in the budget of the District by 
appropriation for (a) the amortization and redemption of any such bonds or notes to mature in such year and 
(b) the payment of interest on any such bonds or notes to be due and payable in such year. 
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Section 7. The President of the Board is further authorized to take such actions and execute such documents 
as may be necessary to ensure the continued status of the interest on the bonds authorized by this resolution, 
and any notes issued in anticipation thereof, as excludable from gross income for federal income tax purposes 
pursuant to Section 103 of the Internal Revenue Code of 1986, as amended (the “Code”) and to designate the 
bonds authorized by this resolution, and any notes issued in anticipation thereof, if appropriate, as “qualified 
tax-exempt obligations” within the meaning of Section 265(b)(3)(B)(i) of the Code. 
 
Section 8. The President of the Board is further authorized to enter into a continuing disclosure agreement 
with the initial purchaser of the bonds authorized hereunder (or any bond anticipation notes issued in 
anticipation of the sale of such bonds), containing provisions which are satisfactory to such purchaser in 
compliance with the provisions of Rule 15c2-12, as promulgated by the Securities and Exchange Commission 
pursuant to the Securities Exchange Act of 1934. 
 
Section 9. In the absence or unavailability of the President of the Board, the Vice President of the Board is 
hereby specifically authorized to exercise the powers delegated to the President of the Board in this 
resolution. 
 
Section 10. By separate resolution, the Board complied with the provisions of the State Environmental 
Quality Review Act (“SEQRA”) with respect to the Project by adopting the findings of IBI Group Inc., 
which determined that the undertaking of the Project is a Type II action under SEQRA and, therefore, no 
other determination or procedures were required under SEQRA. 
 
Section 11. The District Clerk is hereby authorized and instructed to publish this resolution, or a summary 
thereof, together with a notice in substantially the form provided by Section 81.00 of the Local Finance Law, 
in the official newspaper(s) of the District, or if no newspaper(s) have been so designated, then in a 
newspaper having general circulation in the District, which newspaper shall be designated by the Board in a 
separate resolution. The validity of the serial bonds authorized hereby, or of any bond anticipation notes 
issued in anticipation of the sale of such serial bonds, may be contested only if: 
 
(1) (a) Such obligations are authorized for an object or purpose for which the District is not authorized to 
expend money, or 
(b) The provisions of law which should be complied with at the date of publication of this resolution (or a 
summary thereof) are not substantially complied with, and an action, suit or proceeding contesting such 
validity is commenced within twenty days after the date of such publication; or 
 
(2) Such obligations are authorized in violation of the provisions of the Constitution of the State of New 
York. 
 
Section 12. This resolution is effective immediately and shall be placed in the official minutes of the Board as 
an official action of the Board. 
 
 Ayes   7 Noes   0  Motion carried. 
 
 Motion by Wendy Kiuber, seconded by Gillian Spencer.  BE IT RESOLVED, that the Board of 
Education of the Cooperstown Central School District, upon the recommendation of the Superintendent of 
Schools, hereby approves the transportation request from the Hartwick Youth Advisory Committee on behalf 
of the Hartwick Huskies Summer Recreation Program, for one school bus from July 1-31, 2020, to transport 
students from Hartwick to Cooperstown (the Red Bursey morning recreation program), and then back to 
Hartwick. 
 
 Ayes   7 Noes   0  Motion carried. 
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 Motion by Wendy Kiuber, seconded by Anthony Scalici.  BE IT RESOLVED, that the Board of 
Education of the Cooperstown Central School District, upon the recommendation of the Superintendent of 
Schools, hereby accepts the Quarterly Extraclassroom Activity Reports for the period 10-1-19 through 12-31-
19, prepared by Michael Leggett, Treasurer of Extracurricular Accounts. 
 
 Ayes   7 Noes   0  Motion carried. 
 

Timothy Hayes made a comment that he would like to see a budget of extracurricular accounts. 
 
Motion by Timothy Hayes, seconded by Anthony Scalici.  BE IT RESOLVED, that the Board of 

Education of the Cooperstown Central School District, upon the recommendation of Mr. Kelly to the 
Superintendent of Schools, hereby approves the appointment of Sharon Domine as home tutor for the period 
March 2, 2020 through June 26, 2020, for up to ten hours per week at $35.00 per hour. 
 
 Ayes   7 Noes   0  Motion carried. 
 
 Dr. Crankshaw reported that the budget newsletter timeline is established, newsletter slated to be in 
homes May 6th.  Newsline has stalled, he hopes to begin working on it soon; he continues to communicate 
with staff every two or three weeks to keep them informed; District Safety Team and Building Safety Teams 
continues to meet regularly.  Superintendent’s Conference Day March 9th will focus on next generation 
standards and scope and sequence work; he thanked the Professional Development Committee for 
composing the agenda.  He reported that a parent letter on CORID-19 is going home with students Friday.  
He gave update on current job posting of School Counselor, stating that the job descriptions is being 
updated.  At the next Personnel & Recruitment Committee meeting, a “cross walk” of current job 
descriptions and Civil Service job descriptions will be compared for teacher aides, school monitors, cleaners 
and licensed teaching assistants.  He spoke about the conference he attended where topics like teacher 
recruitment and retention, health care contributions, mental health/substance abuse service, and 
fiscal/education insolvency were discussed.  He spoke about Transportation, Small Capital Project meetings, 
and a Reading League Administrative information session scheduled for March 18, 2020. 

 
Motion by Timothy Hayes, seconded by March Birch.  BE IT RESOLVED, that the Board of 

Education of the Cooperstown Central School District, upon the recommendation of the Superintendent of 
Schools, hereby approves the recommendations of the Committee on Special Education as listed in the Board 
Action Sheet for the meeting date range February 5, 2020 to February 26, 2020. 

 
 Ayes   7 Noes   0  Motion carried. 
 

Motion by Timothy Hayes, seconded by March Birch.  BE IT RESOLVED, that the Board of 
Education of the Cooperstown Central School District hereby approves the appointment of Martin Kehoe, 
Esq. in a special education impartial hearing pursuant to the Board’s compensation policy and pursuant to the 
Regulations of the Commissioner of the New York State Education Department section 200.5(j)(3)(ii). 

 
 Ayes   7 Noes   0  Motion carried. 
 

With no public comments, President Hayes stated that he received correspondence expressing 
concerns of eliminating the football program; of the number of teachers for the Class of 2024; and of 
eliminating swim teams.  Mr. Hayes informed the Board Members of an op-ed from him in The Freeman’s 
Journal that was adapted from his statement at a Village of Cooperstown Board of Trustees meeting 
regarding the zoning law.  In addition, he shared that he has been invited to be a guest at a Participation In 
Government class next Monday. 
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Timothy Hayes announced upcoming activities, events/meetings and superintendent’s conference day 

as listed in the agenda.  Refer to the District Calendar on the school’s website for a complete list.  The next 
regular Board meeting is March 18, 2020 at 6:00 pm. 

 
Motion by Timothy Hayes, seconded by Marielle Ainsworth, made a motion to adjourn to Executive 

Session for the purpose of discussing the employment history of a particular person at 7:30 PM. 
 

   Ayes   7 Noes   0  Motion carried. 
 

Motion by Timothy Hayes, seconded by March Birch, made a motion to return to the business of the 
regular meeting at 8:05 PM. 
 
   Ayes   7 Noes   0  Motion carried. 
 

Motion by Timothy Hayes, seconded by Marielle Ainsworth, moved to adjourn the meeting at 8:06 
PM. 
 
   Ayes   7 Noes   0  Motion carried. 
 
 
 
 
       _________________________________ 
       Clerk 


