
Campbell Elementary School 
Distance Learning Edition  
April 3-17,  2020 

THE “WHOLE” IN ONE 

Dear Campbell Families,  
 
I hope that all is well with you and your loved ones. 
 
As we begin our Spring Break, I want to send out well wishes to each of you. I hope that this break can assist you 
in heeding the message in the photo below, created on (and shared from) my front sidewalk today:  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
We will be returning to our virtual schoolwork on April 14th. Upon our return, please note the following: 
 

 From the School Counselor: Mrs. Erica Hsu has officially returned from her family leave. Please feel free 
to contact her beginning on April 14th if there is something that she can do to support your child(ren). She 
is available via email at ehsu@metboe.k12.nj.us.  

 From the Health Office:  Please remember to eat a well-balanced diet, drink plenty of water, be physically 
active, unplug daily, do something fun, and get a good night’s sleep. This will help to keep you healthy. 
Nurse Decker is available during remote learning via email at jdecker@metboe.k12.nj.us.  

Dr. Caputo has sent out his weekly broadcast with some additional school district information. Please take some 
time to read through his correspondence, as you may find more helpful guidance through his communication.  
 
I cannot believe that we have been accomplishing distance learning for fifteen days now. Are there still 
improvements to be made? Of course! However, we’re figuring this out and revising as we go along. Thank you 
for your continued patience, support, and teamwork throughout this time – to quote High School Musical, “We’re 
all in this…together!” 
 
Be well, stay safe, and know that we miss every single one of you! We’ll see you on April 14th!  
 
As always,  
���� Mr. Porowski 
 

Edward C. Porowski, Principal 
Brooke Kirschner,  Assistant Principal 

mailto:ehsu@metboe.k12.nj.us
mailto:jdecker@metboe.k12.nj.us
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CHILDREN WILL LISTEN 
One of my all-time favorite songs is from the musical 
Into the Woods. The song, “Children Will Listen” has 
an important message for everyone: 
 

Careful the things you say, children will listen.  
Careful the things you do, children will see and learn.  

Children may not obey, but children will listen.  
Children will look to you  

for which way to turn to learn how to be.  
 

These lyrics speak to me both as a principal and a 
dad. Our children listen to everything that we say 
and watch everything that we do.   The day-to-day 
uncertainty of our current situation impacts all of us 
but it can have a larger impact on our children. Our 
worries become their worries. Our anxiety can 
become their anxiety. How can we help them 
through this? 
 
If you need help figuring out how to manage the 
worries, how to help your child cope, and how to talk 
to your child about the situation, I encourage you to 
click this recommended link from Dr. Oz. There is 
thoughtful, practical advice on how to guide your 
child through this time and help your child minimize 
their fear.  

A Little Self-Care Advice for Our 
Campbell Parents… 

https://www.sharecare.com/health/coronavirus/article/talking-to-kids-about-pandemic


 
 

“A GREAT PLACE TO LEARN” 
 

24 Durham Ave. 
Metuchen, NJ 08840 

Phone: 
732.321.8777 

Fax: 
732.767.9324 

www.metuchenschools.org 

 

Stuffed Animal Hide and Seek 
Looking for something else to do to pass the time and engage your child? What about a round of Stuffed Animal 
Hide and Seek? Here are some helpful hints for playing this game: 
 

♥ Have your child select a total of five stuffed animals.  
♥ DON’T include the stuffed animal that your child  

needs in order to go to sleep! 
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Sometimes a little chocolate cake can make you smile. This recipe is one of my favorites to make. I don’t make it 
often, but when I do my friends and family members pounce at it.  I bring it into the Campbell Faculty Room at 
least once or twice a year and it’s gone by the end of the day. It’s quick, easy, and is a ‘doctored’ box-cake recipe. 
Enjoy! ���� Mr. Porowski  
 
  

Campbell Baking Corner – Chocolate-Covered Cherry Cake 

Ingredients 
 
Cake 
Vegetable oil spray for misting the pan 
1 package (18.25 oz) plain devil’s food cake mix or 
devil’s food mix with pudding. 
1 can (21 oz) cherry pie filling 
2 large eggs 
1 tsp pure almond extract (I use imitation due to 
allergies) 
 
Chocolate Glaze 
1 cup sugar 
1/3 cup butter 
1/3 cup whole milk 
1 package (6 oz; 1 cup) semisweet chocolate chips 
 
Method 
 

1. Place a rack in the center of the oven and 
preheat to 350 degrees Lightly mist a 9- x13-
inchbaking pan with vegetable oil spray, set the 
pan aside.  

2. Place the cake mix, cherry pie filling, eggs, and 
almond extract in a large mixing bowl and blend 
with an electric mixer on low speed for 1 
minute. Stop and scrape down the sides of the 
bowl. Increase mixer speed to medium and mix 
for two more minutes. The batter should be 
thick and well blended. Pour batter in the 
prepared pan, smooth the top with a rubber 
spatula.  

3. Place the pan in the oven and bake the cake 
until it springs back when lightly pressed with 
your finger and starts to pull away from the 
sides of the pan (approximately 30-35 minutes).  
Remove from oven and let it cool.  

4. While the cake is cooling, place the sugar, 
butter, and milk in a small saucepan over 
medium-low heat, stirring constantly until the 
mixture comes to a boil. Remove the pan from 
the heat and stir in the chocolate chips. When 
the chips have melted and the glaze is smooth, 
pour it over the warm cake so that it covers the 
entire surface. The glaze will be thin but will 
firm up.  

5. Cool the cake before cutting and serving.  
 
 

♥ While you hide the stuffed animals, take a 
picture of the location on your phone. I know that 
I’ve had difficulty remembering where I had 
hidden things, so this is helpful for me! You don’t 
want to raise your child’s anxiety if they can’t 
find it and become frustrated because you don’t 
know where you hid that pesky stuffed animal.  

♥ Another idea is to create ‘photo clues’ of 
something in the room for the child to examine 
carefully to use their deductive reasoning to 
figure out a possible hiding location. This is the  
“I Spy way” to engage the child who may be 
overwhelmed with all the hiding place 
possibilities.  

♥ Your child might want to hide the stuffed 
animals for you to find in another round. Humor 
them or they might decide take your phone and 
make you play hide and seek for that!  

 
Regardless of how you decide to play, make sure that you 
have fun – playtime is all about cultivating positive 
meaningful memories with your child that will last a 
lifetime!  
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