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Dear Parents and Guardians, 
 

Thank you for cooperation and partnership in helping our administrators and staff make a transition from “brick and mortar” 

learning to a virtual environment during this period of school closure. As our Nation’s response to the COVID-19 crisis 

continues to expand, we can anticipate that Governor Lamont will issue additional executive orders extending the length of 

the school closure beyond April 20, 2020. Branford Public Schools will continue to follow all such orders.  
 

Today brings the first week of the District’s Flex Learning to a close. We encourage you to communicate with your child’s 

teacher should you encounter difficulties with Google Classroom or other elements of virtual access to the learning 

experiences.  The District continues to monitor student connectedness and will communicate directly with families who have 

asked for support with accessing devices or the internet.  As previously stated, this new teaching and learning environment 

relies heavily on both.  
 

We continue to learn from Branford Flex Learning experiences and will ask parents and families to provide feedback regarding 

its effectiveness during the weeks to come. Meanwhile, as we continue to reflect on and improve our practices in offering 

continued educational opportunities, you can expect that your child’s teacher(s) may incorporate video conferencing as part of 

their learning experiences. Guidelines and guidance for accessing those experiences will be forthcoming. 
 

On Monday, April 6, 2020, there will be a special meeting of the Branford Board of Education. At that time, I will 

recommend the school calendar be adjusted to reflect our transition to remote learning. Specifically, the recommendation will 

address the current spring recess scheduled between April 13, 2020 through April 17, 2020.  With all of us becoming more 

accustomed to BPS Flex Learning, there is value in rescheduling and redesigning the spring break by dispersing the 5 days 

throughout the months of April and May. Notice of the BOE meeting will be posted on the Branford Public Schools website. 
 

Connecticut has issued a number of waivers regarding school accountability and other compliance measures. All state-

mandated assessments, including Smarter Balanced, NGSS, and the school day SAT, have been eliminated for this year. 

Information regarding adjustments to Saturday SAT, ACT, and the Advanced Placement (AP) exams continues to come from 

the College Board and is being communicated to BHS students by the appropriate school staff.  
 

Free “grab and go” meals are available at Branford High School for children age 18 and under.  Please see the District’s 
website for the hours meals are available.   
 

Best wishes for your continued health and safety, 

Hamlet M. Hernandez 
Hamlet M. Hernandez 

Superintendent of Schools 
 

cc:  Administrative Council 

 BPS Faculty 


