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Transition Academy Update  
3/10/20

● Icebreaker game to introduce 
students and facilitate comfortable 
environment 

● Break off into small groups of two 
high school students to one middle 
school student  to begin discussion
 

● Regroup and address what middle 
school student learned and what they 
would like to discuss at the next 
meeting 3/17/20  

● Survey students to gather feedback 
and constructive criticism to improve 
the next meeting 



Transition Academy Photos 
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Evaluation 
results:
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Concerns addressed:



Distance Learning Survey Results  
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● Has Distance Learning been successful for you?

● Has your teacher utilized any of the tools provided by zoom? (ex: whiteboard, 
breakout room, raise hand option). What do you think about these tools?

● What would you say is the biggest challenge using Distance Learning?

● How would you improve Distance Learning?

● Were there any technical difficulties in regards to Distance Learning? Are they 
steadily improving over time?

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1q_OUPQeZ3T-_9fLZm1naIu70bPvmjrz7xiJlAShMlTQ/edit#responses


Student response pertaining to Distance Learning 

“My teacher gives us a set of problems to complete after the 15 minute check in the morning and we 
turn the problem set into Google Classroom before the end of the day. If we need to learn a new 
concept, my teacher will teach for the first 15 minutes and have us practice the skill on a problem 
set. Sometimes some concepts require us to be on Zoom for the entire 55 minutes. This is extremely 
tiring but I understand that this is what is necessary for us to succeed in the upcoming AP exams.” 

-High School Student 

“Distance Learning pertaining to screen time has varied depending on the class. Some classes are 
more discussion or lecture-based, so we are on Zoom almost the whole period, but if we are just doing 
practice problems or an individual assignment, then we leave zoom and come back. That being said 
though, for the most part our individual assignments are online. So we are basically in front of a screen 
for the whole school day, just some of it is not on Zoom.”

-High School Student 
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Parent Response to Distance Learning 

“My impression is that my 3rd grader and 4th grader have really seemed to benefit from it. The 
teachers have made it very understandable, and they need little guidance to accomplish what is 
being asked of them. Although my middle schooler struggled in the beginning, he is slowly working 
through the challenges. I imagine that there are a lot of students who are kind of ‘on their own’ in the 
sense that their parents are not physically and/or emotionally able to help because they are busy 
with their own online classes (my husband is a teacher) or their parents are one of those on the 
front lines.  We appreciate and respect all the Barrington School district teacher and everything 
everyone is trying to do to keep the kids on track! My middle schooler is also a really hands-on 
learner, so this may contribute to why the online version of life is particularly hard for him.” 

-3rd, 4th, and 6th grade mom 
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Response to Tool usage in Zoom 

“My teachers have utilized these tools to differing degrees. I find the 
breakout rooms to be helpful because it allows the teacher to address 
students in smaller groups, it makes it easier for students to ask questions. 
With a semi tech savvy teacher, Zoom does a good job of creating a virtual 
classroom environment.”

-High School Student 
“Breakout rooms have been used in multiple of my classes; I like them a lot. 
They are nice ways to converse with my peers more personally, which is 
also comforting given the current situation. They make things feel more 
normal, as a breakout room is comparable to a regular FaceTime call. 
When my teachers use the whiteboard, it tends to lag.”

-High School Student 10



Student concerns pertaining to D.L.

-Amount of Screen time 
-Younger siblings also using Zoom create a loud 
environment, when you unmute the mic it distracts the 
class
-Hard to get a personalized experience 
-Difficult to maintain motivation and discipline, 
distracted very easily
-Pressure on students to keep track of time and 
manually switch classes 11


