
BARRINGTON SCHOOL COMMITTEE 

BARRINGTON PUBLIC SCHOOLS 

BARRINGTON, RHODE ISLAND 02806 

 

MINUTES OF SCHOOL COMMITTEE VIRTUAL MEETING - March 26, 2020 

 

Present at the meeting were Gina Bae, Megan Douglas, Erika Sevetson, Anna Clancy, Patrick 

McCrann, Michael Messore, Paula Dillon, and Douglas Fiore.  

 

Ms. Bae called the meeting to order at 7:03 pm.  

 

Ms. Bae asked any of the community that will be joining the meeting to mute their audio. Ms. 

Bae also announced that at this meeting the Committee will not be hearing any public 

comment. If anyone has anything that they would like to share with the Committee they can do 

so by emailing the Committee. 

 

Ms. Bae opened the meeting thanking the Administration, the technology department, all the 

teachers, and support staff for all their tireless work and dedication. She also thanked the 

parents and students for their understanding and patience as we begin this new phase of 

learning. 

 

SUPERINTENDENT REPORT 

 

FY21 Budget Update 

 

On Tuesday night, the COA met to discuss the school’s budget. Mr. Fiore stated that the 

school’s capital was not on the Town budget and it was determined that the COA will be 

grouping the school’s capital with the school’s operating budget. Mr. Fiore stated that they did 

not receive any requests for cuts to the budget at this meeting. The District did supply the 

committee with historical information regarding the tax cap. The District went back about 5 

years when the combining of the capital began with the Town. Mr. Fiore stated that he did not 

see where the District exceeded the tax cap for any of the years even when combining the 

capital with the operating budget. Mr. Fiore also stated the District looked at the budget request 

for next year and did not find that they would be over the tax cap with or without the capital 

included in the budget. 

 

The School Committee discussed getting the correct interpretation of the Town Charter and 

what the next steps would be moving forward. The School Committee also discussed whether 

there is a contingency plan in light of our current situation and if this would affect the state aid 

for next year. Mr. Fiore stated that there is no contingency as of yet, however, if the state aid 

was cut it would be backfilled with federal aid. 

 

Distance Learning 

 

Mr. Messore expressed his appreciation to Dr. Dillon, Mr. Burrows and the Administration for all 

of their hard work. He also expressed his gratitude to all of the educators for spending what 



was their spring break on learning zoom and virtual learning, the students for their great 

interaction with their teachers and the families for their support. 

 

Mr. Messore stated that he, along with Dr. Dillon, is constantly evaluating and taking feedback 

from everyone on the structure of the program. They will be waiting until the end of next week 

before making any changes. 

 

Dr. Dillon provided a PowerPoint presentation for the Committee outlining the Distance 

Learning plan. Dr. Dillon stated that she is very proud of all the work from the teachers and 

support staff and enjoyed seeing everyone connect with the students.  

 

The plan that was developed by the District was approved by RIDE on 3/18/20 and has been 

shared widely across the country. 

 

Mr. Messore also wanted to thank Ms. Matthes, Director of Pupil Personnel, for all of her work 

throughout this process. Ms. Matthes has been working closely with families and staff to make 

sure the students that have special needs are getting their accommodations. 

 

Mr. Fiore stated that through the Town Manager the RI Emergency Management was soliciting 

information regarding any additional expenses that have occurred due to the pandemic. Mr. 

Fiore put together the expenses that the District has incurred which is approximately $36,000, 

primarily related to additional technology support. 

 

 

SCHOOL COMMITTEE BUSINESS 

 

Discussion re: if and how to conduct Public Comment for Virtual Meetings 

 

Ms. Bae asked the Committee how they felt about adding to future meetings public comment. 

Ms. Bae thought that it should be manageable. The District will be reaching out to the Attorney 

General’s office on whether the community can email comments to the School Committee prior 

to the meeting. These comments would be read during the public comment portion of the open 

meeting. 

 

Consent Agenda 

 

Ms. Bae asked for a motion to approve the consent agenda which contained the minutes 

from the February 27, March 5, and March 12, 2020 School Committee meetings and the 

Executive Session minutes from February 27 and March 5, 2020. Also, the approval of a 

homeschool request. Dr. Douglas moved and Ms. Clancy seconded the motion. The 

motion passed 4-0 with Ms. Bae, Dr. Douglas, Ms. Clancy, and Mr. McCrann voting in the 

affirmative. Ms. Sevetson abstained. 

 

Discussion Items 

 

Update on Distance Learning 

Report out Studer data - General District Information 



Budget Update 

February Expenditures 

Student Rep Update 

Plan regarding the Advisory Committees 

 

Announcement 

 

Mr. Messore announced the retirement of Cynthia (Dusty) Ryan. Ms. Ryan is a Social Studies 

teacher for the Middle School and has worked for the Barrington Public Schools for more than 

20 years. She has done a wonderful job and will be missed. 

 

At 8:27 pm. Ms. Bae asked for a motion to adjourn the meeting. Dr. Douglas moved and 

Ms. Sevetson seconded the motion. The motion carried 5-0 with Ms. Bae, Dr. Douglas, 

Ms. Sevetson, Ms. Clancy, and Mr. McCrann voting in the affirmative. 


