
ACTING INTENTIONALLY IN A
CHANGING WORLD

 Try as we might to avoid change and stay in a state of comfort, we encounter change
and it often makes us uncomfortable. Following Babylon's invasion of Judah, Daniel

saw his location, culture, and job all change in an instant. However, Daniel kept God as
his first priority. How did Daniel hold steady? Daniel 1:8 says, "Daniel resolved not to

defile himself." He resolved not to dishonor his God. We too, in a changing world, much
intentionally resolve to keep God front and center in our routines and in our plans. May

God be honored!

I WILL REMAIN IN THE WORLD NO
LONGER, BUT THEY ARE STILL IN THE
WORLD.... HOLY FATHER, PROTECT THEM
BY THE POWER OF YOUR NAME... SO
THAT THEY MAY BE ONE AS WE ARE ONE.
JOHN 17:11

 

N E W S L E T T E R
M a r c h  2 0 2 0

B A M  C E N T E R



March in Photos

English Classes Kick-off
+ BAM puppies

Leadership in Teaching Conference
presented by 3 PA educators



Pray for us to steward both new and

current opportunities that BAM has for

this year.

Praise for the 50 students that come to

English classes every week. Praise for

God's provision of volunteers who come

to teach and invest in these kids with

us.

Pray for the cistern project we are

working on in San Nicolás this month.

Pray we can work efficiently and

thoroughly.

PRAYER REQUESTS



TOM'S CORNER

Healthy Change
Dr. Thomas Basile

As a team, we decided to pick the topic of change as our newsletter theme for 2020.  There are two

basic types of change. The first is that which happens to you, that is out of your control. The second

type of change is the intentional change that occurs when we see something in our own life,

organization, or culture that we want to remove or improve. That change will be discussed in

future articles. The question for this article is: how can we navigate the first type of change, the

change that happens to you, in a healthy way?

 

Life is a cycle of changes. Governments change, our health changes, relationships change,

technologies change, commitments change. If we fixate on those changes, it will most likely change

us in ways that we do not want to be changed. Turning outward toward others and towards God

can help prevent negative change in ourselves.

 

Having a community of believers is important. We all make mistakes, but we don’t all make the

same mistakes. When we live out our faith in community, we are able to correct one other’s

mistakes. This community perspective allows for checks and balances when changes occur.

However, both parties must be willing to speak in love and listen in love. White lies (falsities

spoken with the motivation to make the other feel good) as well as black truths (truths spoken with

the intent to hurt or harm) corrupt community. This corruption creates more turmoil and negative

change. We are admonished to speak truth in love (Eph 4:15).   This does not mean that we speak in

a meek manor, rather we speak the truth while looking for the best for the other.  This can only be

done if we are people characterized by love (Jn 13:34-35).

This same community will rally around us when changes in the form of trials arise. Galatians
6:2 encourages us to carry the burdens of others. In the midst of change, needs often arise.
When we focus on the needs of others, our own needs become less intense. They become less
intense because our focus has changed. When we focus on our own needs, we can become
anxious.   Anxiety leads to fear and fear shows a deficit in love. 1 John 4:18 clearly states that
there is no fear in love, but perfect love casts out fear.  The love mentioned here is God’s perfect
love for you and I. If change creates anxiety in you, you are to follow the instructions of
Philippians 4:6, “Do not be anxious about anything, but in every situation, by prayer and
petition, with thanksgiving, present your requests to God.”
 
Turning to God in the midst of change is our divine privilege. Unfortunately, it is often the last
resort for many. In this tumultuous, change-ridden world, it is a great comfort to know that we
serve an immutable God who loves us perfectly. When He says something, it is truth. His
character, His commitments, His words will all stay the same. Navigating an ever-changing
world becomes healthier and more doable when your compass has a true North that never
changes.
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God called, 
God will provide.

 

To put this into practice take a sheet of paper.

Make a line down the middle. On one side

write “my responsibility” and on the other

write “God’s or other’s responsibility”. Now

write out your worries under the side of

whose responsibility it is. How my spouse

responds when I come home is God’s/other’s.

Leaving for work is mine. Lay-offs happening

at work are God’s/other's. Paying off our

household bills can be both: God as providor

and mine as steward. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

What is under God’s/Other’s responsibility

that we are trying to control? Those items

become our anxieties and worries, leading us

down a path of self-inflicted pain and

hurt. Fling those cares upon Christ. 

 

Take a second look at the God/Others

category. Is there a responsibility that you

need to complete without worrying about the

outcome? Write that down on the Mine side.

Perhaps you need to talk with your child

about their actions (Mine) but we don’t talk

because we worry about their reaction

(Other’s).  As we let go of what we cannot

control and learn to be responsible with the

actions we can control, our anxiety turns to

dependence as we lean upon God for wisdom

and strength – Prov. 3:5-6. So today lets start

doing what we are designed to do – FOCUS:

Fling Our Cares Upon the Savior.

" W e  w e r e  n o t  D E S I G N E D
t o  b e  a n x i o u s . "
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BAM INSIDER

Anxiety is simply us trying to control what is
out of our control. It is like hitting our head
against the wall hoping the door will open. It
hurts. But we keep hitting our head until it is
bloodied hoping that this time we will get what
we desire. Anxiety hurts because it was not
God’s design. What we need to do is to FOCUS:
Fling Our Cares Upon the Savior - 1 Peter
5:7.  That is God’s design. We cast, throw, and
fling those anxieties which are out of our
control upon the One who is. As John Piper
says, “Isn’t there something we can give to God
that won’t belittle Him to the status of
beneficiary? Yes. Our anxieties. It’s a command
…God will gladly receive anything from us that
shows our dependence and His all-sufficiency.”
We are designed to be dependent.

Have you ever tried to keep water in your

hands? You cup them, you squeeze your fingers

and hands together as tight as possible, you try

to not let a drop escape. Even with all our

strength and might, we cannot keep the water

from escaping. It is just not what we were

designed to do.

 

In ministry there have been so many times I

have worn myself out through anxiety. I've

experienced sleepless nights, lack of

concentration, low motivation. I think about

how I can make things better, work harder. I

seek distractions. I am grumpy or angry with

others. These are some of the ways I have tried

to cope. But there as so many other examples of

how we try to fill that ache of anxiety through

escapism or controlling behaviors - vices,

addictions, pornography, social media,

manipulation and the list goes on.

Not Part of the Design 
Brian Nacy 



EDUCATION AS MISSIONS
Steven Swymer,  International Specialist in Training Educators
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Dr. Steven Swymer is a retired teacher and school principal who now travels the world training
and inspiring teachers in their vocation. Great Valley Middle School, where he served as principal
for 25 years, was recognized three times by the Department of Education as a National Blue
Ribbon School. Now he has shared his expertise with educators in more than two dozen countries
across 4 continents, including in places of crisis, such as refugee camps. 
 
A few weeks ago he came down to Puebla, Mexico with two other Pennsylvania teachers to hold a
conference for educators all over Puebla. Everyone from college professors, public and private
school teachers from all levels, and Sunday School teachers were in attendance. 
 
 
 
 

I have known Tom and Sandy Basile for many years. Tom knew I volunteer to train

educators throughout the world and asked if I could help out in Puebla. My purpose was to

share what great educators throughout the world have in common based on current

research. We spent the three-day conference discussing the similar beliefs and practices

shared by all great educators. I also shared the common traits of great schools and the

significance of being an educator.

 

I really enjoyed the people in Puebla and it looks like plans for a larger conference are already

being discussed. The reaction from people at the conference was wonderful. It was a blessing

for me to work with these educators. I try to model my Christian faith and have always

believed in investing in others. I have now been to 27 nations, in war zones 12 times, and

have made 51 missions trips since retiring in 2008. I believe that education is one of the ways

we can change lives, families, and nations.



Thank you for reading 

our newsletter!


