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Amelia Earhart 

Early Years 

Amelia Earhart was born in Atchison, Kansas on July 24, 1897. As a young girl, she 
loved going on new adventures. At seven years old she built a homemade roller coaster 
with her sister, Muriel. After it crashed, she stated, “That was just like flying!” She spent 
her time climbing trees, sled-riding, and hunting with the boys. When she was only 10 
years old, she saw one of the Wright Brothers’ airplanes at the Iowa State Fair but 
wasn’t impressed by it. Then, on December 28, 1920, something happened that 
changed her life forever. Amelia went on her first airplane ride with pilot Frank Hawks. 
They took a 10- minute flight over Los Angeles. It was after that first flight that she knew 
she was born to fly! Amelia’s mother was known for her adventurous spirit too! Her 
mother was the first woman to ever climb Pikes Peak in Colorado and encouraged 
Amelia to pursue her dreams. 

Schooling/Education 

After graduating high school, Amelia went to Ogontz School in Philadelphia. Soon after, 
she left to volunteer as a nurse’s aid in Canada during World War One. On January 3, 
1921, Amelia took her first flying lesson and was hooked. Six months later, she had 
saved enough money ($2,000) to buy her first plane. It was a bright yellow two-seater 
biplane which she nicknamed, The Canary. Shortly after, she set the first world record 
of a woman flying to an altitude of 14,000 feet. 

First Flight Over the Atlantic 

When Amelia Earhart was asked if she wanted to be the first woman to fly across the 
Atlantic, she jumped at the chance! On June 17, 1928, Amelia Earhart made history as 
she climbed aboard the plane nicknamed, Friendship, in Newfoundland. Two other 
pilots, Wilmer “Bill” Stultz and Louis “Slim” Gordon, joined her on this famous flight. The 
trip took 21 hours before landing in Wales, U.K. At that point, she became the first 
woman to fly across the Atlantic Ocean. When Amelia returned back to the United 
States, she became a hero! The crew was greeted with a parade and reception held at 
the White House by President Calvin Coolidge. 



Flying Solo 

Amelia was determined to become the first woman to fly solo across the Atlantic Ocean. 
On May 20th, 1932, she departed from Newfoundland, on a secret mission to Paris, 
France. Unfortunately, bad weather forced her to land in a field in Ireland. "After scaring 
most of the cows in the neighborhood," she said, "I pulled up in a farmer's back yard." 
The news of her secret trip spread quickly. President Herbert Hoover awarded Amelia 
with a gold medal from the National Geographic Society. Congress awarded her the 
Distinguished Flying Cross which was the first one ever given to a woman. Amelia gave 
many speeches about flying and women’s rights. Amelia believed her successful flight 
proved that men and women were equal in all jobs requiring intelligence, speed, and 
willpower. 
New World Records Set 

Over the next few years, Amelia soared to new heights and set many world records. On 
January 11, 1935, she became the first person to fly solo across the Pacific Ocean from 
Honolulu to Oakland, California, while sipping a cup of hot cocoa. ”That was the most 
interesting cup of chocolate I have ever had, sitting up eight thousand feet over the 
middle of the Pacific Ocean quite alone,” she stated. That same year, she was the first 
to fly solo from Mexico City to Newark, New Jersey and set a new altitude record of 
18,415 feet. 

Amelia’s Final Flight 

For her final mission, Amelia wanted to be the first woman to circumnavigate or fly 
around the world. "I have a feeling that there is just about one more good flight left in my 
system, and I hope this trip is it," she said. On June 1, 1937, Amelia with her navigator 
Fred Noonan took off from Miami, Florida on a 29,000-mile adventure. Sadly, about a 
month later her plane lost radio contact and they were never heard from again. 

A Brave Aviator 

A rescue team was sent out immediately. After weeks of looking and spending an 
estimated four million dollars, the U.S. government called off the search. In 1938, a 
lighthouse was built on Howland Island near where Amelia’s plane was last seen in 
honor of her. Amelia wrote a letter to her husband right before her last flight which gives 
us a peek at her winning attitude. In the letter she wrote, "Please know I am quite aware 
of the hazards. I want to do it because I want to do it. Women must try to do things as 
men have tried. When they fail, their failure must be but a challenge to others." Today, 



Amelia Earhart is remembered as one of the bravest women in history. Her adventurous 
spirit and dedication to equal rights for women continues to be an inspiration to many. 

 

Comprehension Questions   

Amelia Earhart has been an inspiration to many people throughout history. Why? 
Explain your answer with examples and supporting details. 

________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________
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Three facts I learned about her: 

1.____________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________
2_____________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________
3.____________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

Explain how she made the world a better place: 

________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________ 



________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________
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One thing I would ask her today is: 

________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________ 
         

What awards or honors did she receive? 

________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________ 
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