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Introduction  

 

https://www.bowman.k12.nd.us/  

   

Mission Statement  

 

Empower individuals to succeed in a changing world.  

 

Vision Statement 

 

Empower students with enthusiasm for life and learning to maximize their 

individual talents and gifts.  

 

Our School’s Beliefs  

 

 A safe and physically comfortable environment promotes students’ learning.  

 Students learn best when they are actively engaged in the learning process with a variety 

of instructional approaches and when our staff maintains high expectations for learning.  

 Collectively, staff and other stakeholders enable students to achieve expectations for 

student learning.  

 A successful student creates and uses a variety of thinking and reasoning strategies.  

 Motivation to learn is influenced by a student’s emotional state, beliefs, interests, goals, 

and habits of thinking.  

  

Bowman County School District #1 is committed to providing educational services, supports and 

resources during this extended school closure time. Our highest priority is the safety and well-

being of our students, families, staff, faculty and communities of Bowman and Rhame. We are 

confident that our School District plan for instruction and continued professional development 

provides a strong foundation for making modifications from face-to-face classroom settings to 

remote educational settings. Our mission, vision statement and school beliefs will continue to 

guide our school district in developing our off-site distance learning plan during the COVID-19 

pandemic. Our school district distance learning plan will allow teachers and students to build 

bridges between previous classroom learning, one-to-one technology and our current distance 

learning plan.    

Our mission statement, “empower individuals to succeed in a changing world,” has come full 

circle as administrators, teachers, paraprofessionals, kitchen, custodial staff, and community 

members have collaborated to ensure that there is a solid plan in place to continue to provide 

engaging, relevant, standards-based learning opportunities. In addition, we will continue with 

daily supports: daily Food Service Grab-n-Go, Special Education, ELL, Title, and technology 

support for all students in our district.   

https://www.bowman.k12.nd.us/
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The PK-12 staff and faculty has collaborated to ensure consistency in their instruction. There are 

plans in place to meet the needs of all students and to continue to provide the identified supports 

and services for students with Individualized Education Plans, Individualized Language Plans, 

and 504 Plans. There are also plans in place to continue counseling services for all students.  

Our distance learning plan includes weekly digital building Principal staff meetings, which will 

allow us to monitor progress and make adjustments as needed. We will continue our scheduled 

PLCs for our PK-12 staff. We have plans for communication with students, parents, staff, faculty 

and the community. We will allow for professional development opportunities that will not only 

allow Teachers to continue teaching in this new platform but also enhance teaching practices in 

ways that will be useful in years to come.  

 

 

 

Educational Infrastructure: 

Areas of Distance Learning 

Bowman County School District will utilize three components for distance learning framework 

for creating our student-centered approach:  Technology, Instruction and Engagement.  The 

framework is designed to play a pivotal role in providing supports and resources to students, 

families, faculty and the communities of Bowman and Rhame during extended school closure 

due to the COVID-19 pandemic.  The following will outline each of the three components and 

INSTRUCTION

TECHNOLOGY

STUDENTS

ENGAGEMENT
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how each will be implemented to provide PK-12 student-centered continuation of services during 

school closure due to COVID-19.  

Technology  

Technology will serve as a means for communication, delivery of content, professional 

communication, social-emotional learning, counseling services, assessment, data collection, and 

grading. Our school district’s previous commitment to moving towards one-to-one devices for 

students K-12 has allowed a fluid transition during our planning process. Our first priority has 

been to ensure that each family in our district has the necessary device. We have worked closely 

with Consolidated and Midco during this time to ensure all students have internet service so that 

there is equal access to learning opportunities. These details are outlined in several sections of 

this plan.  

Instruction  

Our teaching staff will continue to work and collaborate daily to ensure that instruction delivered 

in accordance with this plan will be aligned to state content standards, appropriate for each grade 

level, and modified appropriately to meet the individual needs of all students during extended 

school closure. These details are highlighted in this document and are integrated within each 

teachers’ instructional plans.  

Engagement  

The current COVID-19 pandemic extended school closure has inspired and challenged our staff 

and teachers to create lesson plans that are feasible and engaging to all students when they are 

learning at home. Our staff and faculty will implement this plan and maintain student 

engagement. 

 

Instructional Methods Being Utilized: 

Synchronous and Asynchronous Learning Opportunities and Schedule  

Synchronous Learning: Learning opportunities that occur at the same time between teacher and 

student(s). Most often, this will take place with the use of Microsoft TEAMS video conferencing 

feature. It could also take place during chat sessions and collaboration on interactive documents. 

Synchronous learning may occur between a teacher and one student, between a teacher and a 

group of students, or between a teacher and the class. We will also use synchronous learning for 

staff meetings and professional development.  
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Asynchronous Learning: Learning opportunities that do not take place at the same time, but do 

allow for instruction, feedback, assessment, exploration, communication, collaboration, and 

more. Methods for asynchronous learning can include the use of instructional videos, discussion 

boards, work distributed to students and returned to teachers upon completion, interactive 

reading assignments, and many other methods. 

 At the Elementary (PK-6), these plans include 

 Weekly packets of daily work sent home to students via digital or hard copy.  PK-3 will 

receive weekly packets with some interactive online instruction.  Grades 4-6 will receive 

online instruction with hard copies as needed. 

 Supplemental electronic curriculum resources include, but are not limited to IStation, 

IXL, and Read Live. 

 Teachers will communicate with families through phone calls and/or Class Dojo on a 

weekly occurrence to check on student learning and assist with questions. 

 Teachers will communicate with students and parents/guardians if assignments are not 

complete to an acceptable manner.  

 Intervention Services (Title, ELL, Special Education, Speech Pathology, and Reading 

Intervention) will be provided during time blocks scheduled in conjunction with the 

student’s individual pull-out services by video using Microsoft TEAMS or other services 

and platforms. 

 Art, Music, and Physical Education will also provide information for student packets 

and/or will post videos for instruction. 

 Any novels/textbooks required for classes will be sent home by teachers.  Elementary 

packet pickup and return is from 9:00-10:30 every Monday.  We have three designated 

pickup windows according to student last name.  Families unable to pick up packets for 

their children will be called to either schedule a different pickup time or a delivery time. 

 Be available for questions during scheduled times as set by individual teachers.  These 

times have been communicated to students and parents through Microsoft TEAMS 

emails, school website, phone calls and/or social media.   

 

In grades 7-12, these plans include  

 

 Teachers will utilize Microsoft TEAMS, email or printed packets to disseminate and 

collect information for classroom instruction.  

 Individual courses may choose to use their classroom books for classroom instruction or 

other materials and resources provided by the school district.  

 Individual courses may also use supplementary online resources aligned with North 

Dakota Content Standards. 

 Teachers may provide instruction through scheduled meetings utilizing Microsoft 

TEAMS, or other formats approved by administration.  

https://www.nd.gov/dpi/districtsschools/k-12-education-content-standards
https://www.nd.gov/dpi/districtsschools/k-12-education-content-standards
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 Teachers may provide pre-recorded lectures/content for students to view at their 

convenience.  

 Teacher-designed assignments as well as formative and summative assessments, 

compliment course content and pacing.  

 Teachers will update PowerSchool as assignments are completed and graded.  

 Teachers will communicate due dates and expectations for completion of each 

assignment during live online instruction, email, and/or posting through Microsoft 

TEAMS. 

 Teachers will communicate with students and parents/guardians if assignments are not 

complete to an acceptable manner.  

 Be available for questions during scheduled times as set by individual teachers.  These 

times have been communicated to students and parents through Microsoft TEAMS 

emails, school website, phone calls and/or social media. 

7-12 Classes Schedule 

Teachers will communicate to students if they are required to be in class for live 

instruction.  Students should make every effort to be available for live instruction and must 

communicate with the teacher and the Building Principal if unable to attend prior to class.  

Monday and Wednesday  

Period 1 – starts at 8:21am  

Period 3 – starts at 10:07am  

Period 7 – starts at 1:07pm  

Tuesday and Thursday  

Period 2 – starts at 9:14am  

Period 4 – starts at 10:56am  

Periods 5/6 – starts at 12:18pm  

Period 8 – starts at 1:56pm  

Friday  

Junior High PRIDE – starts at 9:00am 

 Junior High has 3 PRIDES for 7th grade and 3 PRIDEs for 8th grade 

High School PRIDE – starts at 10:00am  

High School has 8 PRIDES that consist of approximately 4 students from each 

grade level per teacher 

PRIDE class will continue to meet.  We will use these times to provide supports 

for students that need more individual help, provide a time and platform to help 

engage students, meet their social-emotional needs and provide a sense of 

community.  PRIDE is a graded class for students in grades 9-12 that receives a ¼ 

credit. 

School administrators will monitor the effectiveness of class schedule, making changes as 

necessary. 
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Attendance Procedures:   

We know each student is living in a unique situation.  Many of our students are helping to care 

for younger siblings and doing other work at home. The goal of Bowman County Public School 

is to teach students without overwhelming them.  As we developed our distance learning plan, 

we worked to ensure each student could access all information in a way and time that will work 

for them. Because each teacher is using a variety of interactive online tools, they will be able to 

monitor student participation through completion of work, participation in synchronous 

meetings, through platforms like Microsoft TEAMS and Zoom, and ongoing contact through 

email and phone calls. 

Bowman County School will continue to follow the guidance from CDC, NDDoH, and DPI in 

regards to the school’s current attendance policies for partial or full opening. In the event of a 

partial or full opening the school district will encourage families with symptomatic students to 

stay home. The district will also review and possibly suspend attendance policies and procedures 

that would encourage a student to come to school when ill. 

Guidance from CDC for partial and/or full opening. 

 https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/community/schools-childcare/guidance-for-

schools.html 

Know the signs and symptoms of COVID-19 and what to do if students or staff become 

symptomatic at school 

 https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/symptoms-testing/symptoms.html 

Environmental Cleaning and Disinfecting Guidance 

 https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/community/organizations/cleaning-

disinfection.html 

Measuring attendance  

Attendance will be measured using one or more of the following mechanisms: 

 PK-4 attendance will be monitored through completion of student assignments and 

submitted through PowerSchool. 

 5-12 attendance will be monitored through Microsoft TEAMS during synchronous 

(attendance during live classes) and asynchronous learning sessions (teachers monitoring 

students that view and complete activities/assignments) and will be submitted through 

PowerSchool. 

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/community/schools-childcare/guidance-for-schools.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/community/schools-childcare/guidance-for-schools.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/symptoms-testing/symptoms.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/community/organizations/cleaning-disinfection.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/community/organizations/cleaning-disinfection.html
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Building Principals will monitor and take necessary action according to our regular attendance 

procedures.  

Measuring participation  

Teachers, with support from their building principals, will monitor student participation.  Those 

who are not completing assigned work or who are not participating in other assigned learning 

activities will be contacted by the teacher.  If there is no improvement in the student’s 

participation or output, the building principal will contact parents/guardians to determine next 

steps.   

Special Education teachers, the English Language Learner teacher and 504 coordinators have 

developed plans to ensure that each student is receiving appropriate individualized services 

according to current IEPs, ILPs, and 504 plans.  

Students experiencing absence and/or sickness  

Students or parents/guardians will contact the school and/or teachers to report an absence and/or 

sickness.  The teacher will provide the student with the missed materials and instruction at a time 

and via a platform (TEAMS, a phone call, Zoom meeting, or email) convenient to all parties.  

 

Educational Staff and Student Expectations: 

Professional Development  

During the past two years, our professional developed has been centered on working with 

Microsoft TEAMS platform. This professional development has provided our teaching staff the 

skills and confidence to successfully implement online teaching, while enhancing our learning 

opportunities for all students. Moving forward, PLC groups will meet on a weekly basis to share 

successes, challenges, and ideas for improvement.  We also coordinate and utilize our 

professional development supports and services from our local REA- RESP in Dickinson, ND. 

http://www.resp-k12-education.org.  The ability to implement this distance learning plan rests 

heavily on the district’s previous professional learning and curriculum planning by our staff and 

faculty.  Support systems in place for teachers include: 

 All staff has been assigned a laptop for them to use for their teaching requirements.  

 Teachers (essential personnel) will be allowed to work from school as long as 

administration determines it is safe to do so.  Further guidance from CDC and NDHoC 

will be followed. 

http://www.resp-k12-education.org/
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 Teachers will be allowed to take any hardware/software home to continue the opportunity 

learning program.  

 Administration will provide professional development opportunities to assist in this 

program.  Resources from Edu-tech and NDCEL will also be made available.  

 Weekly staff meetings and department meetings will be used to share resources and to 

answer teacher questions and concerns.  

 Weekly PLCs will be scheduled.  Members of each PLC will work together to determine 

a day and time for each week.  Each PLC lead will communicate the meeting schedule 

and agenda with their building principal.  Because of CDC and NDDoH 

recommendations, PLCs will meet through an online platform with the guidance of 

building principals. 

 The school Technology Director will be available to assist teachers and students when 

needed via our Microsoft TEAMS BC Training Team and through email, phone calls or 

text. 

In addition, teachers and administrators are encouraged to suggest topics that will improve 

teaching and learning within our distance learning format.  

Student Expectations  

 Students are expected to complete all work assigned by teachers by the specified due 

date.  

 7-12 students are expected to participate in online “live” course instruction based on 

the modified course schedule.  

o Monday & Wednesday – periods 1, 3, and 7  

o Tuesday & Thursday – periods 2, 4, 5/6 and 8  

o Friday – PRIDE  

 Students may be asked to participate in classroom discussion through an online 

format of the teacher’s choice.  

 Students are expected to view online content (videos, discussion boards, etc.) to 

expand on content provided during online “live” course instruction.  

 Students are expected to communicate with the teacher as needed via Microsoft 

TEAMS, posts, chat, email, and/or phone calls.  

 While participating in “live” course instruction, students are expected to behave in a 

manner that is respectful to both the teacher and their fellow classmates.  Behavior 

that disrupts the learning process of other students will not be tolerated and could 

result in removal from the class.  

 If the student completes hard copies of assigned work, turn into the office by the 

specified due date bia the specified methods from the teacher. 
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Ensuring Equitable Services: 

Ensuring Equitable Services for Students and Families 

In grades PK-12, teachers will continue all current courses for the spring semester of the 2019-

2020 school year. We have distributed a school district needs assessment to all students and 

families. As we prepare for extended school closure, staff and faculty have delivered materials to 

student homes so students or families do not have to return to the school, if additional restrictions 

are put into place. We will continue to follow recommendations and guidance from the Governor 

and his office, the North Dakota Department of Health, and North Dakota Department of Public 

Instruction in the coming days, weeks, and months.  

PreK-3 

Staff members will communicate with their students’ guardians at least weekly (Dojo messenger 

and/or phone call).  Students will receive weekly packets to complete individually.  Students will 

also utilize I-Station (K-3) or IXL (2-3) for Math and ELA progress monitoring.  Preschool will 

use educational packets for progress monitoring.  Weekly lesson plan examples are provide 

under the High Quality, Effective, Standards-Based section. 

Elementary teachers will call parents as necessary to address the learning needs of their students.  

PK-6 students struggling to complete work and in need of additional interventions have the 

ability to voice and/or video chat with a Title I Teacher, Reading Interventionist, Special 

Education Teacher, or a English Language Teacher to help meet each individual student’s needs.  

Elementary packet pickup and return is from 9:00-10:30 every Monday.  We have three 

designated pickup windows according to student last name.  Families that do not pick up their 

work will be called to either schedule a different pickup time or for a delivery time  

Grades 4-6 

Staff members will communicate with their students using Microsoft TEAMS if it was used as a 

resource in the classroom previously.  Students may also receive a learning packet at the 

discretion of the classroom teacher.  If students are not participating in TEAMS and/or are not 

completing their weekly packets, the teacher and/or building Principal will contact the 

parents/guardians to resolve any issues preventing the student from engaging in the learning 

process. Weekly lesson plan examples are provide in the High Quality, Effective, Standards-

Based section of this document. Students will also utilize I-Station or IXL for Math and ELA 

progress monitoring.   
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Elementary Teachers will call parents as necessary to address the learning needs of their 

students.  PK-6 Students that are struggling to complete work and need additional interventions 

have the ability to voice and/or video chat with a Title I Teacher, Reading Interventionist, 

Special Education Teacher, or a English Language Teacher to help meet each individual 

student’s needs.  

Elementary packet pickup and return is from 9:00-10:30 every Monday.  We have three 

designated pickup windows according to student last name.  Families that do not pick up their 

work will be called to either schedule a different pickup time or a delivery time.   

Grades 7-12 

Each course has an online learning platform, predominately Microsoft TEAMS.  If students are 

not participating in the online learning platform and/or are not completing assignments, the 

Teacher and/or building Principal will contact the parents/guardians to resolve any issues 

preventing the student from engaging in the learning process.  Possible solutions include 

scheduling additional time with individual students to help work through academic issues.  Our 

PRIDE Center coordinator has created both high school and junior high study groups on 

Microsoft TEAMS to continue helping previously enrolled students meet their academic needs.  

Another modification could include additional school time in June, either a continuation of the 

current online format or in the school building depending on the current NDDoH guidelines for 

social distancing and school attendance. 

Starting on Monday, March 23rd Bowman County School went live with the distance learning 

plan.  Weekly lesson plan examples are provide under the High Quality, Effective, Standards-

Based section of this document.  Using our modified schedule, explained earlier in this 

document, students reported to their 1st period class at 8:21 AM.  During the week of March 23-

27 student attendance averaged around 95-98% for our “live” courses.  Teachers utilized several 

strategies and platforms to accomplish their teaching objectives.  Some of these included live 

instruction utilizing Microsoft TEAMS, supplemental recorded video instruction (both self-

created and open source content), online homework and online assessment options.  Our 

“hybrid” schedule allows teachers extra time for whole class instruction along with opportunities 

for small group or individual help.  Friday’s schedule allows teachers and students the flexibility 

to schedule opportunities to reteach content and to provide additional small group and individual 

instruction/intervention. Some examples of preliminary plans include the following: 

Preliminary Plan for Classes Taught 

 All of my students have access to online textbooks and assignments through Big Ideas (as 

long as they have internet).  If they need a physical copy of a textbook because of a lack 

of access to the internet and hard copies of assignments (which will be the same as the 

online assignments), I will make those resources available.  
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o Algebra I: 

 Live Videos during class time Monday & Wednesday (also recorded for 

those that miss) 

 Assignments due on Tues/Thursday Big Ideas (unless no access to 

textbooks) 

o Algebra II: 

 2-3 recorded videos a week 

 Live question time on Thursdays for 2-3 hours 

 Assignment (either 1 comprehensive assignments or a short assignment 

with each video) due on Thursday nights 

o STEM: 

 Origami Unit from home (submitting pictures via teams) 

 Then moving on to Microbits with Mr. W- Instructional videos then 

submitting screenshots of projects 

o 7th Grade Advanced: 

 Live Videos during class scheduled time Monday & Wednesday (also 

recorded for those that miss) 

 Assignments due on Tues/Thursday Big Ideas (unless no access to 

textbooks) 

o 7th Grade Regular: 

 2-3 Videos per week with guided notes (can get hard copies or download 

from teams) 

 Digital worksheets or hard copies (same version)  

 Online Big Ideas assignments 

o PRIDE: 

 Each student signs up for 10 min slots on Friday so I can check in with 

them on their school work 

 Foods & 7th Grade FACS—Live cooking demos from my house. Themes would include: 

recipes to make utilizing common pantry items, penny pincher meals, small appliances, 

etc. I am excited about this. Students will have have assignments based on what I am 
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making during each live demo. Students can choose to complete an assignment on paper 

or by cooking  

 Courses will primarily be offered through existing Microsoft services. The classes are 

already on Teams and most students are familiar with OneNote and use OneNote. I will 

hold virtual office hours where I’ll be available to chat, reply to posts or video chat via 

Microsoft TEAMS. I’ll make these appointments during scheduled class time and 

probably work on something else if there are no student questions. 

o Chemistry and Physical Science 

 These classes will be handled similarly. I will use video to show the labs. I 

am able to demonstrate the Physical Science labs at home. The Chemistry 

labs involve some chemicals that don’t belong in a house, so I’ll film those 

at school. I will film any lecture type sessions at home. Assignments will 

be virtual, mostly using the OneNote platform in combination with Teams. 

I’ll mostly use smaller formative assessments and am considering 

alternative forms of summative assessments, depending on how the 

building is closed. 

o Computer Science 

 This class is mostly online. I will film a few videos to add to the existing 

material.  I am able to check their work even as it’s in progress, so I can 

check for errors or problems in programming and contact them through 

the existing Code.org platform. 

 Sample of Preliminary English plan: 

o 8th ELA: I will use Teams to provide instructions and share assignments. We're 

reading a novel, so I will assign students to complete two reflections per week on 

assigned readings (I would share whole group insights to help move students 

toward thematic takeaways); I will also teach a literary concept each week.  

o 10th ELA: I will use Teams. Students will complete a short essay test on our last 

unit. They will complete peer edits based on pairs I assign, via email. Students 

will also complete and turn in a paper started prior to the school building closure. 

After the end of unit projects, students will begin film reviews of short films and a 

self-selected movie to start the next unit. 

o For all classes, I will set daily office hours - probably 9 AM - 12 PM. During this 

time, I will be available to answer questions via email or phone calls. I will ensure 

all assignments for the week, with deadlines and steps for completion, are 

communicated through email or on Microsoft TEAMS by Monday morning at 8 

AM so students can plan accordingly. 

Bowman County School teaches all CTE course in house, with the exception of our Health 

Career courses which are offered through GWN ITV.  Teachers will continue teaching their 

curriculum through their online platform with minimal interruption.  Student demonstrations and 
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projects will continue with modifications made to accommodate for use of technology.  Our Ag. 

Ed. classes will have the most difficulty with the continuation of project based learning projects 

that were already started.  Our instructor will supplement our current curriculum with a 

combination of the following resources: 

 YouTube videos to provide for demonstrations of skills that were scheduled to be taught. 

 MyCaert, which is a state paid online platform for use of PowerPoints, e-units, and 

assessments. 

 AgEdnet online education platform.  This platform has all the CTE career clusters 

 Modified continuation of home-based hands on projects. 

 Continuation of all SAE projects from home. 

 Documentation of agriculture in their lives through 1 minute videos “Ag Minute”. 

Ensuring all students have devices to facilitate distance learning and access to reliable, high 

speed Internet.  

Bowman County Public School District made a commitment to provide Microsoft Surfaces to all 

students in grades 5-12 and Atlas device for grades K-4. Families participated in a needs 

assessment, with a focus on technology.  We are currently working with families that stated their 

family does not have access to the internet.  We will utilize the resources of Mid-Continent and 

Consolidated to provide access to reliable, high-speed internet. We have also extended our 

broadband wireless range outside of our school facilities (i.e. access points at our football field to 

reach a nearby neighborhood).  We will provide students printed materials upon request.  At this 

time all general education students in grades 7-12 are using our online platform and no general 

education students require work being sent home.  Grades K-6 are using a mixture of education 

packets and online platform.  PK will only utilize the educational packets.  If this changes, we 

will work with individual students and families while also following NDDoH guidelines for 

social distancing. 

Students who require assistive technology  

Students who require assistive technology have been contacted by their Special Education 

services case manager and provided the equipment needed to fulfill their educational needs as 

indicated by their IEP and/or 504 plan.  

Transitioning to the distance learning environment and teacher readiness  

During the week of March 16-22, our staff, faculty and administrators met for long range 

extended school closure planning. The following information was communicated to students and 

families for transition from the classroom setting to distance learning:  
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 Needs assessment survey communicated. 

 Food service program provided during closure.  

 Website and social media updates.  

 COVID-19 informational page located on school website.  

 Email and log-in information sent out to students.  

 Planning for locker cleaning and pick-up of student items.    

During the week of March 23, students and guardians were encouraged to pick up personal 

items/materials from academic lockers.  All PK-12 student learning packets and academic 

expectations were distributed and communicated.  Instructional and academic expectations began 

a soft roll to classes with the distance learning format with opportunities for student interaction 

and simple learning activities.  

Students experiencing homelessness 

Our district will monitor evolving and emerging recommendations specifically pertaining to 

homeless students during the COVID-19 pandemic.  Bowman County School District will 

communicate through email and social media to students and parents/guardians to ensure they 

know about the Grab-n-Bag Food Service meal program and plan during extended school 

closure.  

Administration and staff will stay in communication with all students and their families; as such, 

if a family’s living situation changes, school staff will ensure the student has access to his/her 

computer, internet, and necessary support services.  The school district will maintain regular 

contact with our local Social Service Agencies regarding ongoing or emerging needs in order to 

assist students and families experiencing homelessness.  

 

Special Educational Considerations – IEPs and 504s: 

Students with Individualized Educational Plans (IEPs) and 504 plans will continue to receive 

services.  All educational decisions for students with IEPs will be made on an individual basis 

and will be consistent with the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA) and the North 

Dakota Department of Instruction’s Office of Special Education guidelines.   

Our Special Education teachers (PreK-12) have been working closely with West River Student 

Services Special Education Unit http://www.westriverstudentservices.com/ to ensure all students 

with IEPs and 504 plans will be provided the same accommodations and modifications.  Special 

Education teachers will work with regular education teachers to determine appropriate 

modifications for any electronic/home-based learning materials.  For students that have a 

majority of special education minutes, they will have synchronous and asynchronous meetings 

http://www.westriverstudentservices.com/
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with their Special Education teacher.   These assignments may include general education teacher 

assignments or something related to one of the student’s goals. All teachers, para-professionals 

and co-teachers will be available to offer supports and resources for student learning and answer 

any questions via email and phone.  

Our Pre-school students on IEP’s will continue to receive services in a manner similar to our K-

12 students.  Materials will be sent home to students weekly.  The pre-school special education 

teacher will also deliver synchronous instruction via a recommended distance learning platform. 

IEP meetings will continue to be scheduled utilizing appropriate technology (Microsoft TEAMS, 

Zoom, conference calls, etc.) and with the guidance of West River Student Services Special 

Education Unit.  Team meetings should include essential member and related services as 

appropriate.  

Speech-Language Pathology   

Speech-Language pathologist will provide students with materials related to individual goals and 

will contact parents/guardians on a weekly basis.  Video tutorials will be created to aid students 

and parents in the shaping of articulation sounds and phonological patters as needed on an 

individual basis.  Live video therapy sessions will be scheduled 1-2 times per week for students 

who require more direct instruction.   

Reading Intervention 

The Bowman County reading interventionist works with targeted students in PK-3.  The reading 

interventionist will create learning videos to share with students.  Progress monitoring visits with 

K-3 students via Microsoft TEAMS will be installed.  Learning games for home activities 

supporting student goals will be sent home in learner packets.    

 

English Learner Considerations – ILPs: 

English Language Learner 

The English Language Learning teacher will utilize Microsoft TEAMS to communicate 

Language for learning materials. Materials from Language for Reading, Writing, Listening, and 

Speaking Teaching Series will also be sent home.    

Each student’s curriculum will vary depending upon their grade level and their English language 

proficiency level.  Students in need of instruction in all areas will receive instruction each of the 
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four language domain areas. The English Language Learning teacher will support high school 

ELL students by translating assignments in Microsoft TEAMS.   

 

Federal Title Considerations: 

Federal Title 

http://bowmannd.apptegy.us/o/BCSD1/page/title-i--20   

Bowman County School #1 is a Title I targeted school district. Title I teachers will continue 

services through extended closure.  We will survey parents/guardians to determine what time of 

day their student would be available for synchronous tutoring.  Teachers will continue to refer 

students for Title I services if they are struggling with the new learning platform.  

 

Paying Federally Funded Staff During School Closure Guidance: 

Human resources policies and procedures 

The Bowman County School #1 school board recently approved paying all non-certified staff 

during the school closure days of March 16, 17, 18 and for future days during extended school 

closure during the COVID-19 pandemic.  

Until further notice, Administration has informed staff that the same expectations remain in place 

for requesting professional leave, sick leave, personal leave, and leave without pay. If an 

employee does not have the accumulated sick leave, the school district will utilize the emergency 

sick bank in accordance with the employee handbook and policies. The FMLA, the Families 

First Coronavirus Response Act and school board discussions will further guide our school 

districts regarding employees. 

 

School Meal Information: 
 

http://bowmannd.apptegy.us/o/bcsd1/page/covid-19--27 

 

Continuity of food services, especially for students experiencing poverty, is an important factor 

for Bowman County School District and NDDPI expects districts to consider before deciding to 

close school. United States Department of Agriculture (USDA), Food and Nutrition Services is 

http://bowmannd.apptegy.us/o/BCSD1/page/title-i--20
http://bowmannd.apptegy.us/o/bcsd1/page/covid-19--27
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providing information to states on an ongoing basis. NDDPI will work closely with affected 

schools regarding options for serving meals, should the need arise.   

  

NDDPI is seeking multiple waivers from the USDA. The purpose of these waivers is to support 

schools and communities in providing meals to children in areas experiencing school closures 

due to COVID-19. The waivers propose to allow school districts to serve meals in a non-

congregate setting, serve meals through the Summer Food Service Program (SFSP) at eligible 

and non-area eligible school sites, and serve meals that don’t meet all meal requirements if 

access to certain food items becomes limited. 

 

School Counseling Services: 

School Counseling Program  

 

http://bowmannd.apptegy.us/o/bcsd1/page/school-counselor-resources  

http://bowmannd.apptegy.us/o/BCSD1/page/counselor--28  

Bowman County School Counselors will keep office hours of 8:00 am to 3:30 pm Monday – 

Friday. They will have the opportunity to visit via phone with parents/guardians and students 

about concerns or issues. Contact information has been provided for questions or concerns 

outside office hours.  

 Counselors will use this initial phone contact and email contact to schedule one-on-one 

sessions with students as needed.  

 Counselors will reach out to students who had regular counseling sessions to continue 

those individual meetings through the closure.  

 Counselors will maintain contact with teaching staff and seek information on students 

who seem to be struggling. Teacher input is a crucial piece of this plan.  

 Bowman County Schools will be using Microsoft TEAMS as a student contact 

platform.  Counselors can arrange for a one on one meeting through TEAMS with 

students as requested or needed.  

 7-12 Counselor will regularly join the live “Team” meetings scheduled for Friday 

mornings with our homeroom “PRIDE” periods.  During these PRIDE period team 

meetings, the counselor will focus on how online/remote learning is progressing for 

students and address concerns voiced from students.   

 K-6 Counselor will organize one counseling activity each week to be delivered in 

instructional packets for grades K-3 and online for grades 4-6.  

 Bowman County Public School website has COVID-19 information posted for parents 

and students. The counseling program has resources listed on the site along with crisis 

services should the need arise. Counselor office hours and email addresses are available 

on this page.   

http://bowmannd.apptegy.us/o/bcsd1/page/school-counselor-resources
http://bowmannd.apptegy.us/o/BCSD1/page/counselor--28
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High-Quality, Effective, Standards-Based Education: 

Based on our mission statement and beliefs, the education provided by Bowman County Public 

Schools will continue to center on relevance, engagement, rigor, and 21st Century skills. Given 

the new context in which we teach, teachers have more of an opportunity to build upon 

traditional methods of education with videos, simulations, and online learning tools. 

However, the learning experiences for each student will continue to build on the year’s 

curriculum. Our teachers will build upon previous units and learning goals, and they will modify 

or adapt future lessons to allow for engagement and rigor in a new context. Through this 

transition, teachers will continue to monitor and assess learning and, based on data, adapt 

strategies to fit our changed method of education. The technology platforms we will use—

primarily Microsoft TEAMS, PowerSchool, Remind, Class Dojo; all allow access to educators. 

Teachers can not only design, monitor, and assess learning, they can also interact with the 

students and provide consistent support. In this new format, teachers will have a renewed focus 

on clarity in instruction and expectations for all students, while also recognizing needs for 

materials. As such, teachers will ensure students have necessary manipulatives, guides, 

definitions, and texts, and will provide clear directives for students’ learning experiences.  

Examples of lesson plans demonstrating our teacher’s commitment to continuing with the 

expectation of delivering a high quality education can be viewed at the end of this section. 

During this transition, and throughout the course of the school year, teachers are focused on 

aligning objectives and learning goals to the North Dakota State Standards. Through the 

transition, teachers have collaborated extensively to ensure this focus continues; they have also 

used the transition to modify and become more creative with those lessons. We expect the 

creativity of our teachers will have a positive impact not only our students now, but for future 

students in all grades and content areas. 

We are in a difficult situation. However, by keeping in mind the utmost importance of our 

students’ well-being and progress, our educators will adapt to the situation with flexibility, 

compassion, and creativity.  The school will continue to provide flexibility on a case by case 

basis through the adjustments in the school schedule, online platforms, student supports, and 

teacher supports. 

Lesson Plan and Distance Teaching Examples 

 Week of 3/23-3/27 

o Algebra I:   

 Monday: Live for 45 min  

 Intro to Digital Learning (how to work and view things within teams, 

asking questions, and week outlook, expectations) 

 Review factoring (where we left off) 

https://www.nd.gov/dpi/districtsschools/k-12-education-content-standards
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 6-8 examples 

 Informal Assessments 

 Utilizing Microsoft Forms during lesson on understanding 

https://forms.office.com/Pages/DesignPage.aspx#FormId=Kni_2_

HO8UqGyB-

SAQYdtqnyDvRlh4xDlmXet7kBBNFUQ0JWQVhGVE8yMjhVT

EM3RU0xTDNJSFlYNS4u 

 Calling on different students to turn their video/audio on to help 

gauge understanding 

 Formal Assessment: 10 questions in Microsoft Forms 

 Wednesday: 

 Live for 1 hr 20 min (went long helping 3 students on their current 

and late assignments-all students present for around 35 min.) 

 Use whiteboard to teach lesson-example of structure and what we 

went through 

 Formal assessment: Big Ideas Textbook 

o 8.2: 7-11, 13, 14, 16, 18 

o 8.3: 4-8, 13-14, 16-17 

o Algebra II: 

 Tuesday: LIVE (25 min intro/instruction and 10 min around during 

assessment before students logged of) 

 Intro to Digital Learning (how to work and view things within 

teams, asking questions, and week outlook, expectations ) 

 Begin Chapter 10 Statistics  

 Sample Spaces 

o 4 Examples together 

 Informal Assessments 

o 2 problems for them to try on their own 

o Calling on different students to turn their video/audio on to 

help gage understanding 

 Formal Assessment 

o 5 question form due before they left the chat 

o https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=Kni

_2_HO8UqGyB-

SAQYdtqnyDvRlh4xDlmXet7kBBNFUNzI4M1U2VTcw

VjNBTk1PSzlJVEVKU1pQNC4u  

 Thursday: LIVE for questions, comments or concerns. All students 

checked in at some point throughout the hour. Then were reminded of 

video/forms assignment 

 Prerecorded video given on Wednesday (15 min) 

o https://screencast-o-matic.com/watch/cYeTFcykm8 

 Formal assessment: 

https://forms.office.com/Pages/DesignPage.aspx#FormId=Kni_2_HO8UqGyB-SAQYdtqnyDvRlh4xDlmXet7kBBNFUQ0JWQVhGVE8yMjhVTEM3RU0xTDNJSFlYNS4u
https://forms.office.com/Pages/DesignPage.aspx#FormId=Kni_2_HO8UqGyB-SAQYdtqnyDvRlh4xDlmXet7kBBNFUQ0JWQVhGVE8yMjhVTEM3RU0xTDNJSFlYNS4u
https://forms.office.com/Pages/DesignPage.aspx#FormId=Kni_2_HO8UqGyB-SAQYdtqnyDvRlh4xDlmXet7kBBNFUQ0JWQVhGVE8yMjhVTEM3RU0xTDNJSFlYNS4u
https://forms.office.com/Pages/DesignPage.aspx#FormId=Kni_2_HO8UqGyB-SAQYdtqnyDvRlh4xDlmXet7kBBNFUQ0JWQVhGVE8yMjhVTEM3RU0xTDNJSFlYNS4u
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=Kni_2_HO8UqGyB-SAQYdtqnyDvRlh4xDlmXet7kBBNFUNzI4M1U2VTcwVjNBTk1PSzlJVEVKU1pQNC4u
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=Kni_2_HO8UqGyB-SAQYdtqnyDvRlh4xDlmXet7kBBNFUNzI4M1U2VTcwVjNBTk1PSzlJVEVKU1pQNC4u
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=Kni_2_HO8UqGyB-SAQYdtqnyDvRlh4xDlmXet7kBBNFUNzI4M1U2VTcwVjNBTk1PSzlJVEVKU1pQNC4u
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=Kni_2_HO8UqGyB-SAQYdtqnyDvRlh4xDlmXet7kBBNFUNzI4M1U2VTcwVjNBTk1PSzlJVEVKU1pQNC4u
https://screencast-o-matic.com/watch/cYeTFcykm8
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 Comprehensive (of the week) Forms for next Tuesday 

o https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=Kni

_2_HO8UqGyB-

SAQYdtqnyDvRlh4xDlmXet7kBBNFURE1TNUgwNEV

YMU9HVUhWRDhFVDRNTVZMNS4u  

o 7th Advanced 

 Monday : Live 

 Intro to Digital Learning (how to work and view things within 

teams, asking questions, and week outlook, expectations ) 

o 5-10 min 

 Review volume and surface area together  

o 5 min review formulas 

o 15 min go through 2 examples of shapes and find their 

volume and surface area 

 20 min explore/practice on PowerPoint able to draw on it through 

teams 

 Wednesday: Live 

 Volume and SA conclusion (Quiz on Monday) 

 Groups of 2 put into different channels to work on 3 problems 

together. 3 different problems are posted and they each share by 

typing to comment answers and discuss conclusions 

 I pop into each channel and help where needed and make sure 

everyone is working 

 Formal Assessment: Volume and SA project (template attached) 

o 7th Regular 

 Tuesday: Live 

 Intro to Digital Learning (how to work and view things within 

teams, asking questions, and week outlook, expectations )5-10 min 

 Review Circles and circumference 

 Review 4 examples on white board 

o Have students help solve by participating (both calling and 

volunteering)(20 Min) 

 Exit Question through forms before they leave chat (5 min) 

 Formal Assessment (10-25 min) 

o Assigned through teams both word box with definitions and 

then maze where students colored digitally 

o https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1fF91xPW_PCBMn

ce0l4mHi40lESWxI3CdH2ZXvNKZ7VQ/edit?usp=sharin

g  

 Thursday: Live 

 Review Perimeter 

o Emotional Check-in (verbal) 5 min  

https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=Kni_2_HO8UqGyB-SAQYdtqnyDvRlh4xDlmXet7kBBNFURE1TNUgwNEVYMU9HVUhWRDhFVDRNTVZMNS4u
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=Kni_2_HO8UqGyB-SAQYdtqnyDvRlh4xDlmXet7kBBNFURE1TNUgwNEVYMU9HVUhWRDhFVDRNTVZMNS4u
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=Kni_2_HO8UqGyB-SAQYdtqnyDvRlh4xDlmXet7kBBNFURE1TNUgwNEVYMU9HVUhWRDhFVDRNTVZMNS4u
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=Kni_2_HO8UqGyB-SAQYdtqnyDvRlh4xDlmXet7kBBNFURE1TNUgwNEVYMU9HVUhWRDhFVDRNTVZMNS4u
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1fF91xPW_PCBMnce0l4mHi40lESWxI3CdH2ZXvNKZ7VQ/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1fF91xPW_PCBMnce0l4mHi40lESWxI3CdH2ZXvNKZ7VQ/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1fF91xPW_PCBMnce0l4mHi40lESWxI3CdH2ZXvNKZ7VQ/edit?usp=sharing
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o 5 questions 15 min 

 Formal Assessment 

o Begin and make sure can access before leaving live chat 

o https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=Kni

_2_HO8UqGyB-

SAQYdtqnyDvRlh4xDlmXet7kBBNFUMjdISTY0UUdU

Vkg5NzNZMkxKTVhMTU5QNi4u  

o Worked with small group of students that stayed on live 

with me to work on assessment together so I could give 

guiding help  

 Physical Science 

o Read Section 8.1 – Changes related to Energy 

o Livestream (3-23) – Discuss new format, how to turn in assignments 

o Video – Lab 8.2 – Mixing Hot and Cold Water 

o Students fill out lab template and analysis questions 

o Livestream (3-25) – Update students on Teams, how to use calendar for 

livestreams, how to turn in assignments; discuss lab 8.2 and introduce concept of 

thermal energy 

o Video – Lab 8.2 – Detailed discussion of questions and results 

o Video – Lecture 8.3 – what energy is, define thermal energy, discuss lab 8.2 in 

light of the new vocabulary, introduce specific heat and formula for calculating 

thermal energy 

o Homework 8.3 – Practice with the new formula and review of lab concepts 

o Video – Lab 8.4 – Adding a warm solid to cool water 

o Standards 

 HS-PS3-1 -- Create a mathematical model to calculate the change in the 

energy of one component in a system when the change in energy of the 

other component(s) and energy flows in and out of the system are known. 

 HS-PS3-3 (Introduced) -- Design, build, and refine a device that works 

within given constraints to convert one form of energy into another form 

of energy. 

 HS-PS3-4 (Introduced) -- Plan and conduct an investigation to provide 

evidence that the transfer of thermal energy when two components of 

different temperature are combined within a closed system results in a 

more uniform energy distribution among the components in the system 

(thermal equilibrium). 

 

https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=Kni_2_HO8UqGyB-SAQYdtqnyDvRlh4xDlmXet7kBBNFUMjdISTY0UUdUVkg5NzNZMkxKTVhMTU5QNi4u
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=Kni_2_HO8UqGyB-SAQYdtqnyDvRlh4xDlmXet7kBBNFUMjdISTY0UUdUVkg5NzNZMkxKTVhMTU5QNi4u
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=Kni_2_HO8UqGyB-SAQYdtqnyDvRlh4xDlmXet7kBBNFUMjdISTY0UUdUVkg5NzNZMkxKTVhMTU5QNi4u
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=Kni_2_HO8UqGyB-SAQYdtqnyDvRlh4xDlmXet7kBBNFUMjdISTY0UUdUVkg5NzNZMkxKTVhMTU5QNi4u
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 Course: Foods I 

o Unit: Quick Breads (online) 

o ND FACS Standard/Competency: 

 8.5.10 Prepare breads, baked goods, and desserts using safe handling and 

professional preparation techniques. 

o Key Skills & Vocabulary: 

 Quick breads, leavening agents, types of batter (pour, drop and dough), 

functions of ingredients, mixing methods (muffin and biscuit) 

o Resource (and others which are noted in linked assignments): 

 Quick Bread Unit © Garden Pea Designs 

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 
All assignments 

posted on Teams 

  

 

Live Demo 

 Muffins 

 Biscuits 

 

Students take notes 

using skeleton notes 

found in FILES on 

TEAMS 

 

Quick Breads 

Lecture Skeleton 

Notes for March 31 

Immediately 

following LIVE 

class, a Microsoft 

FORMS quiz is 

uploaded into 

FILES. Students 

have ½  hour to 

complete quiz. Can 

use notes. 

Mini research 

projects. 

 

Quick Breads #1 

Baking is a Science 

 

Quick Breads #2 

Baking Soda vs. 

Baking Powder 

Teacher available in 

LIVE classroom for 

assistance on 

individual cooking 

labs and uploading 

into Flipgrid 

 

Quick Breads #4 

Flipgrid Lab 

All assignments are 

due at NOON 

https://nodak-my.sharepoint.com/personal/sara_kordovsky_k12_nd_us/Documents/4%20Foods%20I/Quick%20Breads%20Lecture%20Skeleton%20Notes%20for%20March%2031.docx?web=1
https://nodak-my.sharepoint.com/personal/sara_kordovsky_k12_nd_us/Documents/4%20Foods%20I/Quick%20Breads%20Lecture%20Skeleton%20Notes%20for%20March%2031.docx?web=1
https://nodak-my.sharepoint.com/personal/sara_kordovsky_k12_nd_us/Documents/4%20Foods%20I/Quick%20Breads%20Lecture%20Skeleton%20Notes%20for%20March%2031.docx?web=1
https://nodak-my.sharepoint.com/personal/sara_kordovsky_k12_nd_us/Documents/4%20Foods%20I/Quick%20Breads%20%231%20Baking%20is%20a%20Science.docx?web=1
https://nodak-my.sharepoint.com/personal/sara_kordovsky_k12_nd_us/Documents/4%20Foods%20I/Quick%20Breads%20%231%20Baking%20is%20a%20Science.docx?web=1
https://nodak-my.sharepoint.com/personal/sara_kordovsky_k12_nd_us/Documents/4%20Foods%20I/Quick%20Breads%20%232%20Baking%20Soda%20vs.%20Baking%20Powder.docx?web=1
https://nodak-my.sharepoint.com/personal/sara_kordovsky_k12_nd_us/Documents/4%20Foods%20I/Quick%20Breads%20%232%20Baking%20Soda%20vs.%20Baking%20Powder.docx?web=1
https://nodak-my.sharepoint.com/personal/sara_kordovsky_k12_nd_us/Documents/4%20Foods%20I/Quick%20Breads%20%232%20Baking%20Soda%20vs.%20Baking%20Powder.docx?web=1
https://nodak-my.sharepoint.com/personal/sara_kordovsky_k12_nd_us/Documents/4%20Foods%20I/Quick%20Breads%20%234%20Flipgrid%20Lab.docx?web=1
https://nodak-my.sharepoint.com/personal/sara_kordovsky_k12_nd_us/Documents/4%20Foods%20I/Quick%20Breads%20%234%20Flipgrid%20Lab.docx?web=1
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PERSONNEL EXPECTATIONS 

Emergency Preparation 

 

Coronavirus-Workplace, School and Home Guidance 
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/downloads/workplace-school-and-home-guidance.pdf 

 
Know the signs and symptoms of COVID-19 and what to do if students or staff become 

symptomatic. 

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/symptoms-testing/symptoms.html 

 
Follow Interim guidance from CDC for partial and/or full opening.  

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/community/schools-childcare/guidance-for-schools.html 

 

All  

 Follow guidance from CDC & NDDoH precautions as directed. 

 Wash hands for 20 seconds.  

 Adults that exhibit symptoms should remain home. 

 Students that are symptomatic should be kept away from well students and parents 

contacted.  

Administrators  

Normal School Operations 

 Monitor student attendance to determine the impact. 

 Report any significant elevations in absences to district administrators and counselors. 

 Promote attendance policies that reinforce students who are sick to stay home. 

 Be prepared to address large numbers of staff absences. 

 Prepare and implement distance learning plan in the event of a prolonged closure. 

 Extended Closure 

 Identify essential personnel. 

 Set alternate office hours and provide a central office communication central point. 

 Execute distance learning plan, support, services and resources. 

Secretary  

 Be aware of absence policy changes to inform parents and families. 

 Assist keeping symptomatic students away from well students and contacting parents. 

 Follow recommendations from CDC and NDDoH on how to address student illness. 

Custodial Staff  

Normal Operations 

 Follow enhanced cleaning procedures and guidance from CDC & NDDOH as prescribed 

by your supervisor. 

 Clean highly touched surfaces daily. 

Extended Closure 

 Follow recommendations from supervisor for alternative work hours & expectations. 

 

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/downloads/workplace-school-and-home-guidance.pdf
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/symptoms-testing/symptoms.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/community/schools-childcare/guidance-for-schools.html
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Teachers  

Normal Operations 

 Students that are symptomatic should be kept away from well students. Building 

Principal will contact parents. 

 Be prepared to provide instructional opportunities in the event of a closure.  Prepare to be 

able to continue teaching from home/office. 

 Begin reaching out to parents preparing them in the event of a closure. 

 Reassure your students and provide emotional supports as needed. 

 Direct additional supports as necessary including counseling services.  

Extended Closure 

 Execute distance learning plan. 

 Set daily office hours and inform your students (families) of your office hours. 

Technology Coordinator and Department  

Normal Operations 

 Ensure operations of educational tools used for online learning. 

 Prepare to support teachers in providing instruction remotely. 

 Prepare trainings to allow virtual conferences as needed for administrative and PLC 

groups. 

 Provided additional training and support as needed. 

 Prepare for implementation of help desk operations during closure. 

Extended Closure 

 Implement help desk operations. 

 Continue to support educators as needed. 

Public Relations  

Normal Operations 

 Prepare a shared communications folder for district administrators to share information. 

 Attend district administration meetings to ensure consistency of messaging. 

 Prepare statements for stakeholders as needed. 

 Prepare press releases and manage media contacts. 

 Test communications systems to ensure they will be available when needed. 

 Prepare a distance learning portal on a website. 

 Create a communications portal on the district website. 

Extended Closure 

 Upload distance learning lessons into grade levels weekly. 

 Continue to prepare statements for stakeholders. 

 Continue to attend district administrative meetings to ensure consistency of messaging. 

 Set up a district communications stage – backdrop, podium, camera. 

Food Service  

 Prepare for food distribution if a closure would occur. 

 Work with public relations to inform stakeholders as needed. 
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School District  

Normal Operations 

 Maintain contact and monitor information from NDDoH and NDDPI. 

 Work with the Public Relations Director to provide information as needed for all 

stakeholders. 

 Determine event and school closures based on recommendations from Governor and his 

office, NDDPI, NDDoH. 

 Identify essential personnel and work duties in light of a closure. 

 Prepare for business operations to continue as needed during a closure. 

 Prepare guidance for staff on leave, long term substitutes, paraprofessionals and work 

hours during closure. 

 Prepare for transportation needs during closure. 

 Prepare for food distribution during closure. 

Extended Closure 

 Execute distance learning plan. 

 Prepare reintegration plan as closure concludes. 

NDDPI Recommendations for School Situations 

SITUATION: There are COVID-19 cases in North Dakota, but not in your community 

The North Dakota Department of Health (NDDoH) does not recommend school closures 

if cases are not occurring in your community. Schools should follow CDC guidance 

regarding preparing for COVID-19. The guidance includes monitoring absenteeism, 

keeping sick children out, and ensuring handwashing, environmental cleaning, 

communicating with parents, etc. 

SITUATION: There is a COVID-19 case in your community, but there is not community 

spread and there are no cases in your school 

The NDDoH does not recommend school closures if the ongoing spread is not identified 

in your community. Schools should follow CDC guidance regarding preparing for 

COVID-19. The guidance includes monitoring absenteeism, keeping sick children out, 

and ensuring handwashing, environmental cleaning, communicating with parents, etc. 

SITUATION: COVID-19 has spread in your community, but there are no cases in your 

school 

The NDDoH may recommend schools close to reduce spread in the community. The 

NDDoH will work with school and community leaders to provide guidance.    

 

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/downloads/considerations-for-school-closure.pdf
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/downloads/considerations-for-school-closure.pdf
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SITUATION: There are one or more cases of COVID-19 in your school 

If there is a COVID-19 case in your school, the NDDoH will notify the facility. If a 

school is made aware of a COVID-19 case, before being contacted by the NDDoH, 

please report the case to the NDDoH at 1-800-472-2180 or 701-328-2378. Bowman 

County Public Health.  PHONE: (701)523-3144 

The NDDoH recommends that a school close for at least 72 hours following a confirmed 

case (in an employee or student). 72 hours will allow the NDDoH to conduct contact 

tracing and make recommendations for which close contacts should be quarantined and 

excluded from the school. This time also allows the school to conduct COVID-19 

environmental cleaning. 

If a second case occurs in the school within 14 days of the first case, then the school is 

recommended to close for 14 days to reduce spread in the school. The school should 

conduct COVID-19 environmental cleaning during this time. 

If three or more cases occur in the school, then ongoing spread in the community is 

likely. The NDDoH https://www.health.nd.gov/ 

Will guide the future as to how long schools should close when the ongoing spread is 

occurring in the community. 

Public Communication Sunday March 15, 2020 

http://www.bowman.k12.nd.us/ 

Bowman County Public School will be closing for the week of March 16 through March 20 as a 

result of the Governor's executive order. Please check our school's website and social media 

pages for updated information in the coming days. School will schedule to open on Monday, 

March 23. If you have any questions or concerns please contact the school at 523-3283 

Public Communication Thursday March 19, 2020 

http://www.bowman.k12.nd.us/ 

Bowman County Public School will be closed indefinitely to all individuals except essential 

personnel as a result of the Governor's executive order.  Please check our school's website and 

social media pages for updated information in the coming days. If you have any questions or 

concerns please contact the school at 523-3283 

 

 

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/community/organizations/cleaning-disinfection.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/community/organizations/cleaning-disinfection.html
https://www.health.nd.gov/
http://www.bowman.k12.nd.us/
http://www.bowman.k12.nd.us/
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Bowman County School District is postponing all activities until further notice. 

For example: 

 Athletic practices or competition 

 School field trips (local and domestic) 

 Outside speakers 

 School activities organized by an outside group 

 Follow guidance from https://ndhsaa.com/ 

 

 

Guidance from North Dakota Department of Public Instruction 

 

Make-up Days for School Closures 
If a school district closes schools in response to the COVID-19 outbreak, they should make every 

effort to make up missed hours of instruction, including using scheduled vacation days, 

professional development days, and other planned school closure days. Districts should make up 

as much time as possible, using those previously scheduled closure days, through June 30. If 

districts feel they cannot make up the minimum hours of instruction, the Governor’s Office may 

grant school districts emergency waivers. 

  

Student Attendance  
Many districts, parents, and guardians have expressed worry about student absences related to 

COVID-19 safety concerns.  

Many parents in North Dakota have begun to consider keeping their children home to protect 

their child from contracting COVID-19. Questions have arisen regarding if a parent can keep 

their child home for an extended period, and if there will be a consequence if they do. In these 

cases, parents have the ultimate decision-making authority regarding their children.  

 School board members and administrators are encouraged to look at their current 

attendance and contagious disease policies and make the most logical and practical 

decision. NDDPI asks that districts keep student safety and wellbeing at the forefront 

when making any decision that impacts student learning. 

 Districts should also review any student attendance incentive practice or procedure they 

have in place which might encourage a student to come to school when they are ill.  

  

Assessment and Accountability  
The United States Education Department (USED) has provided information to state education 

agencies that there may be flexibility for assessments and accountability as a result of COVID-19 

on a case-by-case basis. Should the need arise, NDDPI will work with districts on adjustments 

related to state assessments scheduled this spring. 

  

 

 

  

https://ndhsaa.com/
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Notifications  
If districts experience school closures, it is NDDPI’s expectation that they follow their standard 

procedure for notifying parents and guardians. This includes, but is not limited to, calls, emails, 

and updates to their district websites, text messages, and contacting local news stations. If 

parents and families do not hear from their districts regarding a closure, they should contact their 

school principal or district superintendent.  

 School District Website http://www.bowman.k12.nd.us/ 

 Facebook https://www.facebook.com/BowmanCountyBulldogs/ 

 Honeywell Instant Alert System 

https://instantalert.honeywell.com/Login.aspx?MSW=1366 

 

NDDPI Continued Operations and Guidance https://www.nd.gov/dpi/ 

The NDDPI’s Executive Leadership Team is continuing to monitor the COVID-19 situation and 

the potential risks to internal operations and NDDPI staff. We are also discussing options on how 

to handle these risks.  

In the meantime, to ensure that we are prepared for all possible situations to continue to provide 

support and services to our schools and students, our staff have: 

 Ensured contact information is up to date. 

 Stored essential logins and passwords. 

 Reviewed and tested access to remote working capabilities. 

 Set-up office communication chains. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.bowman.k12.nd.us/
https://www.facebook.com/BowmanCountyBulldogs/
https://instantalert.honeywell.com/Login.aspx?MSW=1366
https://www.nd.gov/dpi/
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