
 
 

LAGUNITAS SCHOOL DISTRICT 
NEWSLETTER 

  
Lagunitas and San Geronimo Schools     ~    February 8, 2023 
Serving Forest Knolls, Lagunitas, San Geronimo, and Woodacre, California 

 
Quote of the Week: “Find magic in the little things, and the big things you always expected will start to show up.” (Isa Zapata, 
1984 – present) 
 
Important Dates* 
 
All February   - All Program Student Art Show at the SGVCC 
February 13  - Racial Equity meeting 5:15 pm (on zoom) 
February 14  - Valentine’s Day 
February 15  - Facilities Committee meeting 2:15 pm (on zoom) 

- Montessori Parent meeting 5 pm 
   - Open Classroom parent meeting 6 pm 
February 16  - Student Art Opening at the SGVCC 3 – 4 pm 

- Lagunitas School Board meeting 6:30 pm (Room 12) 
February 20 – 24 - Mid-Winter Break – no school 
February 27  - LEAP Give-Back Night at Arti’s Natural Indian Café in Lagunitas 
February 28  - LEAP Board meeting 7 pm (on zoom) 
March 1  - Frozen, Jr. performance (afterschool theater class) 5:30 pm 
 
News and Information 
 
The arts, with lots of hearts, are all over Lagunitas! Today I saw students sewing felt heart sachets filled with 
lavender, painting and cutting out heart shapes, and using heart shapes for string art. Creating Valentine cards 
was one of the projects at last night’s Family Art event. And, our Middle School students went deep first by 
dissecting sheep hearts in 7th grade science, and all Middle School students participated in a student-led 
assembly on cancer awareness that included making Valentine’s for a couple of young people hospitalized with 
cancer.  
 
There’s nothing quite like a Larry Nigro student theatrical piece. It was so fun today to see what the young 
students created with Larry, Marlene, and Kristy. This class of TK, Kindergarten, and 1st grade students 
performed a Lunar New Year inspired play about a rabbit waking up the moon. There were monkeys, rams, and 
lots of shouting – to no avail. It took the rabbit to finally wake up the moon. 
 
Earlier this month, 100s day was a big hit. Students brought in collections, made and played games with 
younger students with 100s as a theme, and enjoyed many activities to help conceptualize 100. With 180 days 
of school, this puts us on the other side of the halfway mark.  
 
We have several facilities, facilities, and beautification projects happening around campus this winter. Most 
exciting overall is the work on the field. I’m delighted to have the Ross Valley Breakers as partners in the 
gopher abatement, field leveling, and ultimate soil and seed work. Along with wonderful Lagunitas parent 

 
Vaentine Art is Everywhere 

 

Thank you for all the 
support to and from LEAP! 



volunteers who helped set up the fencing, we arranged two week-long sessions with Adam Schmidt of NorCal 
Gopher Trapping to begin to get the field ready for leveling and planting. Soon, you’ll see a tractor on the field. 
We will need to continue with routine gopher maintenance into the future. I so appreciate the efforts of 
Lagunitas parent, Shayna Kreps, and the Breakers President, Birgit Byers, and Director of Coaching, Luis 
Quezada! More people are joining the effort as it gains momentum. 
 
The future skatepark planned for the far west side of the field has us excited as we envision students learning to 
skate and practicing in an environment that is family-friendly and within the community. A recent meeting with 
parent, Abel McHone, teacher, Katherine Sanford, and the future contractor, Austin Kanfoush, was very 
inspirational. Seeing the drawn plans with the options for extra features, like a mound in the center, made this 
project seem so much closer to reality. Please consider all the fundraising options we’ve sent out including the 
event with Tommy Guerrero at Peri’s in Fairfax on February 26. 
 
Tours for incoming TK, Kindergarten, and some older students have begun this week. Please encourage your 
friends and neighbors to contact us for a tour if they have school-age children. Children turning five by April 2, 
2024 are eligible for TK. We are also able to consider inter-district transfers of students in neighboring school 
districts, such as Nicasio and Ross Valley. This will help build more robust classes next year. 
 
We had a very lively discussion at the last Board meeting about the timing and structure of next year’s 
Transitional Kindergarten, Kindergarten, and 1st grade classrooms. Thank you to all who participated. The 
Board decided on a noon dismissal for the TK students next year due to their increasingly younger age as the 
enrollment age extends. The SGVCC will provide aftercare for TK students starting at noon next year. 
Kindergarten students will continue to stay in school until 3 pm, along with older students.  
 
There was a discussion at the Board meeting about the challenges and benefits of teaching TK, Kindergarten, 
and 1st grade together even with the early dismissal of the TK students. Larger school districts can fill classes 
with separate grades and many prefer this structure. Smaller schools like Lagunitas have to consider the 
financial reality of separating TK or TK and Kindergarten when there are very small groups. We are still 
learning how the expanded TK eligibility will impact our classes. Including TK the last couple of years has 
gone relatively smoothly. 
 
While there are benefits to separating the young children, there are also missed opportunities of mixed-age 
groups. Our emphasis on social emotional wellbeing, exploration and play has us in a better position when 
combining grades than districts that focus solely on standards. Financially, over-staffing for small groups is an 
expense that impacts salaries, cost of living raises, and the district’s ability to fund other needs. 
 
We rely on the support of classroom aides with our mixed-age classes, and to support the structure within 
classes. Most of our elementary classrooms teach in small group centers while students engage in other 
activities and choices. Having another adult in the room to supervise and engage with students is important for 
the flow and success of our unique environments. With some staff transfers and resignations last year, we’ve 
had a hard time hiring enough classroom aides. With agreement from our classified union, we extended the 
allowable days to keep aide substitutes on site (some substitutes are not looking for permanent work), we offer a 
$200 hiring bonus (two staff members so far have come on with this incentive), and we have advertised far and 
wide. It doesn’t help hearing that this is an issue in many schools, but I have hope this week that a recent 
applicant will join our team and our staffing goals will be complete! 
 
Please attend the Student Art Show opening on Thursday, February 16 at 3 pm in the galleries of the SGVCC. 
Our student artists and our energetic art specialists, Julie, Kristy, and Moira, have curated a beautiful display! 
 

Laura Shain 
Superintendent/Principal 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 



 
The Yearbook Committee would like to congratulate Shelby Felder, 8th grade, for the winning 
2022/2023 yearbook cover design! This year the committee had to choose from over 35 submissions! 
Everyone who submitted a design will have their art featured inside the yearbook. Yearbooks will be distributed 
during the last week of school in June. Thank you to all of the students who put so much effort into their 
designs, they were all outstanding! 
 
The Lagunitas School Yearbook needs your photos! If you have photos of class events and field trips such as 
Halloween, special school events, school sports, field trips and overnight field trips we can use them in the 
2022/23 yearbook! Email photos with a description to Kristy Arroyo at lagunitasyearbook@gmail.com. 
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Great resource from our Racial Equity group: We Stories supports families and educators in building their 
competence and confidence in anti-biased, race-conscious conversations with young children (ages 0-8). 
They've recently made public an incredible collection of downloadable materials on their 
website: http://www.westories.org/. (Thanks to Iris Meinhoff at the Fairfax Library for sharing this with 
Lagunitas parent, Anna Schell) 
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Bolinas Eggs for Sale! - LEAP Field Trip Fundraiser  
 
Calling all families of the Lagunitas School District and Valley Community! 
 
Middle School student, Camilla and her family are donating Free Range Eggs from Bolinas hens fed with 
organic grain, organic chicken scratch and organic food scrapes. All proceeds from the sales will go towards 
LEAP Field Trip Scholarships.  
 
Middle School Parents, Sarah Wilhelm,Tracy Signor and Ally Arnold will be coordinating the sales along with 
student volunteers at pick up on Wednesday and Friday starting this week for 1 hour after pick up for the 
entire month of Feb. They will be set up outside the Multi Purpose Room at lower campus, and we encourage 
families from all campuses to stop by to support.  
 
*Also find our Egg Sale set up at the all-school art show on Feb 16th at the community center.  
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Ode Poetry to the Lagunitas Tree 
Written by Alex Cusick’s 4th and 5th grade in the library with Juliet Schiller 
 
Oh tree, oh tree  
 

How great you were 
I will remember you in my heart 
for the rest of time. 
 
When I saw you, you made me happy inside. 
You smelled like pine cones and acorns 
you made me feel sad when you fell down 
dear tree. 
 

by Aiden 
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
 



Oh tree 
 

You made me smile  
when I read a book on you 
you’ve been there so long. 
 
When I saw you, you made me happy. 
you smelled like old wood 
you made me feel joyful. 
 

by Kalos 
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Oh tree 
 

You have fallen to your death 
but I will miss you. 
I remember when I could not climb on you 
but then I did, but you fell. 
 
When I saw you I wanted to climb on you 
and hang on your branches. 
 
You smelled like oatmeal  
and a little bit of coconut. 
You made me feel so happy and safe. 
 

by Stormy 
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Oh tree,you were so fun  
to sit on and read 
I remember when I could not climb on you. 
 
When I saw you I was so happy 
and saw you provided so much shade. 
You smelled like the fresh air 
and the great outdoors. 
 
You made me feel happy and calm. 
I love you so much. 
 

by Chaya 
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Oh tree, you were beautiful and majestic 
fun and happy 
and the best place to be alone. 
 
When I saw you, you were rough but gentle 
and a great tree to climb to the top 
and read a book. 
 
You smelled like an old happy tree. 
You made me feel happy, proud, and excited. 
 

by Julian 
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 



 
Oh tree, I never met you  
but you were probably a great, wonderful tree! 
I’m sad that you are gone. 
 
When I saw you in my mind, you were 
majestic with flowing branches 
and a lovely base. 
 
You smelled like nature, 
You made me feel comfort, 
knowing so many sweet little birds  
lived on you. 
 

by Ciaran 
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Oh tree, you were so funny! 
I will miss you so much, 
you were so comfortable! 
 
When I saw you 
I had a big smile on my face 
You smelled like a bunch of love! 
I will miss you. 
 
You made me feel happy inside 
I wish I knew you longer. 
 

by Chloe 
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Oh tree, I miss you so much 
And you looked good. 
 
When I saw you I was so happy 
because I love you. 
 
You smelled so good. 
You made me feel good  
and happy. 
 

by Eric 
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Oh tree, I loved you so much 
All the good times having you 
All the pictures. 
 
When I saw you all gone 
My insides dropped. 
 
You smelled like a bright summer season. 
You made me feel so bright and happy, 
Oh tree. 
 

by Christian 



__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Summer In Fairfax camps and opportunities for youth 4-15 years old!  Please check out website today and 
register! https://www.townoffairfax.org/recreation-camps 
 

 
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
LEAP 
Our district-wide foundation, LEAP, meets monthly to raise and distribute funds to the three programs.  LEAP 
depends on parent pledges each year, as well as funds raised from our special events.  Funds from LEAP are so 
important to our students.  They help support the arts, the classroom assistants, the Spanish programs, field trips 
and other special activities.  For details, go to Leap4Education.org. 
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Theater in Larry and Marlene’s TK, K 1st grade… 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
Mesmerized by Juliet’s read aloud in the library… 
 

 
 
 
Sheep hearts from the butcher to the desktop in Andrew’s science class… 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Alex and Anita’s 4th and 5th grade together for Watershed lessons… 
 

  
 
 
Hands-on universe and a many-layered cake in Pauline’s TK, K, 1st grade… 
 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

Student-led cancer awareness assembly activities in Katherine’s 8th grade class… 
 

   
 
 

Storytelling with Diane Ferlatte to celebrate start of Black History Month… 
 

 
 
 

Follow us on the Lagunitas_School_District and Lagu_neat_arts and LeapLagunitas Instagram 

 
 
 


