
Student Grading 
 The Remote Learning Advisory Group appointed by the Illinois State Board of Education (ISBE) 

recommends that student grading is based upon the principle of no educational harm to any 
child. This pandemic and the statewide suspension of in-person instruction – the first in modern 
history – has impacted our entire society. The ISBE advisory group expects that student learning 
continues during the remote learning period. The group does not want a negative impact on 
students. In place of an “F,” for example, the recommendation is for an “incomplete” that can 
be made up when the remote learning period ends. Individual student engagement or 
disengagement will be addressed locally. There are factors outside of the control of the school 
system with learning being moved off site; therefore, the aim is that student grades are not 
lowered as a result of remote learning. ISBE recommends that a student who is not able to be 
engaged, or who chooses to disengage, in remote learning should receive an incomplete or no 
grade. Teachers will document every attempt made to engage the student; it is very possible the 
student is experiencing circumstances out of their control. Where possible, the content from 
remote learning will be made up after the transition back to regular in-person school attendance 
resumes or summer school. 

 Elementary Grading Procedure (PK-5) 
o A pass/incomplete grading system will be used for Grades 3-5. 
o Standards-based grading for Grades PK-2. 
o Specialists (K-5 music and PE) will identify limited standards/benchmarks to grade for 

second semester. 
 JH-HS Grading Procedure (6-12) 

o Because all area high schools, including CareerTec (where we have students attending) 
are using a traditional grading scale and using an Incomplete rather than an F, 
Orangeville Jr-Sr High school will follow suit. The second reason for staying with the 
traditional scale is due to class rank and GPA. Using a Pass/Incomplete grading model 
would freeze GPA as it stands after the first semester, and second semester grades 
would not impact GPA. Lastly, we have students taking Illinois Virtual High School 
classes that by using a Pass/incomplete grading model could put those students at an 
advantage for GPA and class rank. So, we will maintain our current grading system using 
marks A, B, C, D, and Incomplete (no F) for remote learning. The starting point for 
grading will be the 3rd quarter final grade. Teachers will follow the principle of no 
educational harm to any child during this remote learning period. During the remote 
learning period students' letter grades could not decrease from the final 3rd quarter 
grade, but could improve based on the grades students receive on their remote learning 
daily work. 

 Example 1: A student with a final 3rd quarter grade of 75%, receives an 85% 
during the remote learning period. In this case, because the remote learning 
grade will improve the student’s overall grade, the student’s remote learning 
grade would be averaged into the final 3rd quarter grade and the final 4th quarter 
grade when the student resumes regular attendance in order to determine the 
2nd semester grade. The grade received during the remote learning period will 
be included in the final grade, because it will improve the final grade. 

 
o Students must complete all work with a minimum average during remote learning 

period of 60%. Students who receive a grade below 60% will receive an INCOMPLETE 
during the remote learning period. All students will have the opportunity to make-up or 
redo the content either during the remote learning period, after regular in-person 



school attendance resumes, or during summer school to raise their grade to at least 
60%. Until the work is made up, students will receive an INCOMPLETE. 

 Example 2: A student with a final 3rd quarter grade of 85%, receives a 20% during 
the remote learning period. In this case, the student will receive an 
INCOMPLETE until the work during the remote learning period is made up. Once 
it is made up, the student will receive the cumulative grade of the final 3rd 
quarter grade and the final 4th quarter grade when the student resumes regular 
attendance. This final grade will be the 2nd semester grade. The grade received 
during the remote learning period will NOT be included in the final grade (but 
work must be completed). 

 
 Please note that, when and if we resume regular attendance, we will commence our regular 

Board of Education approved grading system found in the student handbook for both the 
Elementary and Jr-Sr High School. 

 


