
 

 
March 30, 2020  

Dear Staff and Community at Morris Elementary 54 

Over the weekend, the Illinois State Board of Education released new guidance in terms of future 
instruction for public schools in Illinois.  The new approach, entitled remote learning will offer 
some additional structure during these very unprecedented times.  I want to share with you some 
essential items as we move forward with this new concept.  

We will begin our remote learning instruction on Tuesday, March 31st.  Students in PreK-2 will be 
utilizing prepared packets or technology lesson plans, and students in grades 3-8 will be using our 
technology learning plan that we’ve shared over the course of the school year.  Students are 
expected to check in with their teacher by 10:00 each morning, and one of the clear benefits of this 
requirement will be the daily availability of your child’s teacher. This remote learning is the same E 
Learning process District 54 staff and students have been using since the beginning of the closure.  

On April 6, teachers will use this day as a Remote Learning Planning Day  

--no required student participation  

--District planning to implement Remote Learning in accordance with State requirements  

We also want our parents/families to know that our “grab and go” lunch program will continue 
throughout the closure.  Our cafeteria staff, as well as district, remains committed to ensuring that 
our students have access to a daily lunch.  Our Food Service Director, Mrs. Chris Lines and her 
team are prepared to continue to provide lunches to all Morris School Students, and school district 
administrators have shared the Google Form to the community to order a lunch.  Any Morris 
School students are welcome to take advantage of this wonderful opportunity.  

The Illinois State Board of Education has also issued strong guidance regarding grading during the 
closure and utilization of remote learning.  Therefore, the District will follow the guidance and 
utilize a Pass/Incomplete model of grading for work beginning March 31st.  Also, As educators, we 
understand that remote learning offers many challenges for our students/parents.  With that said, our 
expectation for Passing translates to our students completing the work on a routine basis, and our 
staff will work tirelessly to assist our students if there are obstacles.  

As of this writing, the mandated closure has been issued through Tuesday, April 7th.  However, it is 
anticipated that the closure could be extended, and remote learning will be our new mode of 
instruction during this time.  If this occurs, we will continue to provide updates to you via our email 
notification system as well as social media outlets.  In addition, our office staff continues to monitor 
phone messages, and our staff is routinely checking their email.  

Without doubt, this is not the Spring that many of us expected and there will be challenges ahead.  I 
want to sincerely thank and acknowledge the efforts and flexibility of our teaching staff and 
administrators in preparing for this next mode of learning, as many are “thinking outside the box” 
to reach and instruct their students.  Also, a special thanks to our support staff (custodians, 



paraprofessionals, cafeteria, and administrative assistants) for offering help with any task.  I am 
very fortunate to be surrounded by an incredible team at District 54 as we approach these 
unprecedented times.  

I must admit….I miss our students and staff.  We will remain committed to helping all of our 
students succeed, regardless of the obstacles, during the months of April and May.  I have never 
been more proud to be a part of the Morris 54 family.  Please continue to practice social distancing, 
proper handwashing, and other important CDC guidelines 
(https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/index.html) in helping control the spread of 
COVID-19. We must do all we can to protect all of our loved ones! 

Rest assured there will be more information released in the near future. We will be here to help you 
and your child/children during this next chapter.  Our journey begins tomorrows always, thank you 
for the kind words, cooperation, and general support during these uncertain times.  

Sincerely, 

 
Dr. Shannon Dudek,  
Morris #54 Superintendent  

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/index.html)

