
March 30, 2020 
 
RE: Hall-Dale Middle and High School COVID-19 Distance Learning Plan 
 
Dear Parent/Guardian(s) of a Hall-Dale HS/MS Student, 
 
If you’re like me the news is on pretty constantly. COVID-19 is the topic of conversation as we                  
wake up and throughout the day. It reminds me of when, as a boy, my family would sit down for                    
dinner and have the news on in the background. The reporters would provide details of the day                 
from the Vietnam War. We now listen for the infection amount in the state and, more pertinent                 
to us, Kennebec County. In short, we are living through an unprecedented event in our               
lifetimes.  
 
As we grapple with this virus and its impact on all of our lives (because it does impact all of us in                      
some manner) my thoughts and prayers are with you and your families. My hope is that you’re                 
following the guidelines specified by the CDC. If you have been classified as an essential               
worker, my heart and thanks goes out to you! 
 
Governor Mills and Commissioner of Education Makin, as you are aware, made the             
determination that Maine schools will be out of their buildings until Monday, April 27th. I am                
confident we will have updates much prior to the deadline whether we will actually return on that                 
date or be closed for a longer period of time. The RSU 2 Board of Directors met on March 26th                    
and approved distance learning for our students. Please keep in mind that distance learning will               
look different based upon grade level, content, and teacher.  
 
We are very aware of the unique circumstances this crisis is playing out in the families of our                  
students. The Hall-Dale staff will do our best to work with you during this crisis as we know                  
individual needs and barriers may differ. We have always looked to meet students where they               
are. As we move towards distance education we will experience some hiccups. You noticed I               
didn’t put “may” experience. We will look to wade into these unchartered waters so that               
students, parents/guardians, and teachers don’t get overwhelmed.  
 
As we venture into new territory we can only succeed if we work together.  If possible, we would 
welcome your assistance at home in guiding and checking in with your student on a regular 
basis. Distance learning for grades 6-12 will officially begin, in some capacity this week. Some 
teachers have already been in touch with students and have sent assignments.  While many 
teachers already use technology with web pages, flipped classrooms, and the Google Suite, 
others are new to some of this technology, especially in some content areas.  
 
We assure you that we will check and adjust to best meet the diverse needs of our students.                  
Although we are starting this week this process may entail more time checking in with students,                
setting a schedule and organizing a plan to best meet the objectives and Measurement Topics               
of the course. 



Again, our goal is to meet students where they are. Some of our students are craving structure                 
and are missing education. Others experience a situation where there are technology or             
personal barriers interfering, at the moment, with being able to access education. Our goal is to                
work with all groups to support their educational and, within reason, personal needs.  
 
As we experiment with and transition to distance learning, we know it will look different, most                
likely in every course. It is important to understand that distance learning is NOT designed to                
replicate classroom instruction. We will do our best to provide quality materials, instruction,             
through some mode of distance learning, and assessment to our students.  
 
As we move forward you will need to help guide our thinking. Are we providing adequate                
instructional materials? Do we need to scale back? Other suggestions based upon the             
students' experience. As stated earlier, I prefer we wade into this unknown territory and ramp               
up as opposed to diving in and realizing we dove too deep and it becomes difficult to resurface.                  
Through this ordeal, we need patience and the withitness to work together. 
 
 
Please let me know if we can assist your family. 
Sincerely, 
Mark A. Tinkham 
Hall-Dale Middle & High School Principal 
mtinkham@kidsrsu.org  
 
Other: 
Lunch 
Lunches are available Monday through Friday from 11:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. at the Farmingdale 
Town Office, at the Henry Cottrell School in Monmouth, and in Richmond for all students. We 
understand that transportation might be an issue; therefore, please note that lunches can be 
picked up by a parent, guardian, or other responsible adult. 
 
Testing: 
The Scholastic Aptitude Test (SAT) and the MEA State Science Assessment at the high school 
level and all MEA’s at the middle school level have been canceled by the Maine Department of 
Education. The College Board has canceled all SAT testing until June (as of now). Students 
enrolled in Advanced Placement (AP) courses will still take AP exams; however, the College 
Board is refining these and students will take these online at home.   The College Board is still 
in the process of determining a date. 
 
I will have follow up information coming out on Wednesday of this week.  
 


