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Quote of the Week:  “Loneliness is proof that your innate search for connection is intact.” (Martha Beck, 1062 – present) 
 
Important Dates 
 
March  16  - First day of at-home learning due to the Coronavirus school closure 
March 31  - Montessori PTO Zoom meeting 6 pm 
April 1   - April Fools’ Day (all day) ☺ (sorry, parents) 

- Open Classroom parent group Zoom meeting 6:30 pm 
April 2   - Middle School parent group Zoom meeting 6:30 pm 
April 6 – 10  - Spring Break 
April 16  - Lagunitas School Board Zoom meeting 6:30 pm 
 
We do not have any information at all on when we might resume on-site classes at Lagunitas.  The closure 
now is through May 1, but may be extended to the end of the school year.  When we get more information 
we will pass it along promptly. 
 
News and Information 
 
I’m writing this newsletter in an effort to bring some normalcy and routine back to our weeks.  For us, the 
past two weeks were a whirlwind with a sudden embrace of distance learning and online connections.  Our 
goal is to connect with every student, provide continued instruction in a way that is manageable for all, and 
be there to support our school community.   
 
While we are all going through this unusual school closure and shelter-in-place together, our experiences are 
quite varied.  It feels incredibly bonding worldwide on an intangible level, but I am also very aware that we 
each are having very different experiences in our homes and careers right now.   As a school, we want to 
share compassion for those in difficult situations and we want you to know that we understand not everyone 
will be able to keep up with the pace and depth of assignments we send out.  We rely on you to monitor your 
children at this time – to keep them working to their potential, but also to keep them on an even keel 
emotionally.  Reach out if we can provide more direct support – we are here for you.  Our teachers and aides 
are available to connect one-on-one with your child to explain assignments or offer encouragement. 

 
 

School is waiting… 

 
 

For now, we have Zoom. 



 
If you are struggling and haven’t found a rhythm, I can’t stress enough how helpful it is to have structure and 
a routine.  Teachers know that this is the number one method for classroom management.  Students relax into 
a structure and everything isn’t a debate or an ask.  It helps to plan the order of doing things, or that certain 
things happen at certain times during the day.  Anyone who has gone online has certainly seen this 
recommendation over and over, and there are great memes showing a schedule and routine turning into 
madness by the end of the week.  Just do your best.  We understand.  We are so appreciative of all you are 
doing.  Thank you for how you are handling this challenge.  You are an impressive group of parents!   
 
The week before schools closed had some magical moments for me while I visited classrooms and was on 
the playgrounds.  It was more so than even usual.  It started with a group of students on the San Geronimo 
campus playing on the bars.  I don’t usually go stand right next to the bars as they aren’t near the path, but I 
thought I heard someone was hurt.  They weren’t but students started showing me their tricks on the bars.  
Kalaya was doing amazing spins and and flips, when a chorus of “Look what I can do,” started.  So sweet. 
 
As I walked through Larry’s class, students were headed outdoors after a sustained writing lesson.  Solomon 
stopped and asked me if I wanted to hear the story he wrote about cats.  He read his story to me, then ran off 
to join the others.  Another sweet moment that sustains me as a school principal. 
 
On the lower campus, I was greeted by Shaina who had drawn a picture of a magical horse for me.  Then 
later in the day, this is hard to believe, a middle school student complimented me on my shirt.  Then a group 
of skater boys came to the office after school with an injured bird.  They’d called the Humane Society on 
their cell phones but wanted our help too.  Being a K- 8th grade school is special for our students and us. 
 
Then, on Friday, everything changed and we learned we were to isolate ourselves in our homes indefinitely, 
and ask children and families to connect with us through computers!  I’m proud to say we are doing it 
Lagunitas style.  It’s personalized.  It’s hands-on.  It’s meaningful.  Our teachers and support staff are 
superheroes.  They didn’t miss a beat – school was ready online by Monday morning, and teachers have kept 
up a steady stream of activities and now daily face-to-face class meetings.  I will forever be appreciative of 
the sheer dedication of our teachers and staff. 
 
Now, instead of walking through classrooms, I visit virtual Google Classrooms.  My first glimmer of hope 
was seeing the photo of the giraffe that Abran made at home for one of Pauline’s first assignments.  Pauline 
found online resources to help her students keep up their great progress with reading and writing. 
 

 
 
 



Then I saw a picture of Marlene’s student Larkin’s collection of items around the house that start with the 
letter C…  a clown, a cone, and corn.  Marlene is keeping students as real as possible to limit screen time. 
 

 
 
Larry’s first letters to his class, before we all got on Zoom, were so warm and fun – addressing all the 
children as if they were right in front of him.  He wrote, “I can almost hear you saying good morning, Larry.  
Maybe if you speak up a little louder.  Please take off your backpack.  We do not wear it to morning meeting 
or the breakfast table.”  He kept their usual morning question of the day going too (with questions about 
animal life in their yards, of course). 
 
Jill sent students a picture of her own home desk and asked them to write about where they are working at 
home.  She sent home links to math games to supplement the work students do on Prodigy math.  Here’s one 
of her links for math baseball: https://www.funbrain.com/games/math-baseball 
 

 
 
Jenelle jumped right in with her People Who Make a Change book, added resources about women for 
Women’s History Month, and shared this video: https://www.disneyplus.com/series/marvels-hero-
project/3p4bzhPFnMqG.  Jenelle and Alex in particular have been great tech resources for the other teachers 
as we all embrace Google Classroom and Zoom. 
 
Alex also had a smooth transition to the online format.  She was the first to do a face-to-face meeting with 
her students and her success and parent response inspired us to incorporate that daily for all the classes.  Alex 
assigned a poem that I’m looking forward to seeing based on the George Ella Lyon poem, “Where I’m From.  
 
Here’s a peak at the original poem:  
http://www.smithsonianeducation.org/educators/professional_development/workshops/writing/george_ella_l
yon.pdf 
 
Anita has her hands full – not just with her 4th, 5th, and 6th grade students, but with two bunnies, a turtle, a 
bearded dragon, and eggs in an incubator that will hatch soon!  Anita is posting pictures of the eggs to catch 



them hatching on a dedicated facebook page.  Look for it at Anita's classroom's baby chicks on facebook.  
Along with many other assignments, Anita expects students to read from a chapter book for at least 30 
minutes a day.   
 
We hope all our students will read or be read to daily.  This is the most powerful support you can give us 
whether we are learning in school or learning at home!  Please let us know if you need access to online books 
– we have several great resources. 
 

 
 
(This turtle is a master at social distancing!) 
 
Next week:  What’s happening in middle school? 

Laura Shain 
Principal 

_______________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Readathon 
 
Our LEAP Readathon was obviously interrupted, but it is not forgotten!  Wendy Heneghan will be in touch 
once we know more about a return to school date.  Please keep any funds already collected handy, and feel 
free to continue with the reading aspects of this fundraiser as you can.   
_______________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

 
 
 
 

 


