
 
 

WATERFORD UNIFIED SCHOOL DISTRICT 
Sixth Grade 

At-Home Learning 
 

This packet is optional review learning and will not need to be returned.  

As a result of these unprecedented times, Waterford Unified School 
District staff is working to develop plans for distance learning options. 
Phase I of our plan includes a variety of online educational resources 
and activities for students and families to access during Spring Break. 

These optional resources can be accessed by visiting the District website 
at www.waterford.k12.ca.us. 

 

For those without internet access, we have also included several options 
for free or low-cost internet access during the COVID-19 crisis at 

https://www.waterford.k12.ca.us/o/waterford-usd/page/internet-offers 

http://www.waterford.k12.ca.us/
https://www.waterford.k12.ca.us/o/waterford-usd/page/internet-offers


 

6-8 Learning Daily Sample Schedule 
Time  Activity 

8:00-9:00 am  Wake up, make your bed, eat breakfast and get ready for an awesome 
day! And yes, change out of PJs :) 

9:00-9:30 am  Reading Time 

9:30-10:00 am  Brain Break 

10:00-10:30 am  Writing Time 

10:30-11:00 am  Break: Ideally take a walk, shoot some hoops  

11:00-11:30 am  Math Time 

11:30 am-12:00 pm  Word Study 

12:00-1:00 pm  Lunch 

1:00-1:20 pm  Science Time-explore activities online if available 

1:20-1:40 pm  Social Studies Time-explore activities online if available 

1:40-2:10 pm  Art, Music or  Virtual Field-explore activities online if available 

2:10-9:00 pm  Chores, Relax, go outside, work on passions, time with family 

9:00-10:00 pm  Lights out, devices away, time to sleep! 

 



My Reading Record - Read 5 days a week. Then write a short summary of what you read.

Date Author Title Time  
Started 

Time 
Completed 

# of Pages 
Read 

      
 

      
 

      
 

      
 

      
 

      
 

      
 

      
 

      
 

      
 

      
 

      
 

 
 

     

 
 

     

 
 

     



Summaries 

Monday : _______________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

Tuesday : _______________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

Wednesday : ____________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

Thursday : _______________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

Tuesday : _______________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 



Summaries 

Monday : _______________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

Tuesday : _______________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

Wednesday : ____________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

Thursday : _______________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

Tuesday : _______________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 



Summaries 

Monday : _______________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

Tuesday : _______________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

Wednesday : ____________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

Thursday : _______________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

Tuesday : _______________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 



Choose something you have recently read and write a review. This includes an article, a book, or a short 
story. 

 

 



Choose something you have recently read and write a review. This includes an article, a book, or a short 
story. 

 

 



Choose something you have recently read and write a review. This includes an article, a book, or a short 
story. 

 

 



Journal Entry 
Directions: 
Write a personal journal entry for every weekday. These can be your own 
thoughts, a summary of your day, your goals for the future, or a retelling of 
an event. Don’t worry about spelling or conventions. The goal is for you to 
get your ideas down. There is no minimum or maximum to the length of 
each journal entry. You can use a blank sheet if you don’t have enough 
room on this page. 
 
Journal Entry - Monday 
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
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____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
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Journal Entry - Friday 
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____________________________________________________________ 



Journal Entry 
Directions: 
Write a personal journal entry for every weekday. These can be your own 
thoughts, a summary of your day, your goals for the future, or a retelling of 
an event. Don’t worry about spelling or conventions. The goal is for you to 
get your ideas down. There is no minimum or maximum to the length of 
each journal entry. You can use a blank sheet if you don’t have enough 
room on this page. 
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Journal Entry 
Directions: 
Write a personal journal entry for every weekday. These can be your own 
thoughts, a summary of your day, your goals for the future, or a retelling of 
an event. Don’t worry about spelling or conventions. The goal is for you to 
get your ideas down. There is no minimum or maximum to the length of 
each journal entry. You can use a blank sheet if you don’t have enough 
room on this page. 
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Journal Entry - Wednesday 
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Journal Entry - Thursday 
____________________________________________________________
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Short Story 
 

Directions: 

Write a short story.  You may use one of the prompts below or write a story of 

your own inspiration.  Remember to include all story elements (problem/solution, 

exposition, rising action, climax, and falling action).  

Be creative! 

 

Prompts: 

● Tell a story about a day in which everything went wrong. 

● Write a story about yourself as a hero. What did you do to become a 

hero? Tell 

● Imagine you woke up one morning and found that you had switched 

places with a dog or a cat. Write a story of your day as a dog or a cat. 

● On your birthday, a strange-looking lady came to your door and 

handed you a wrapped present. You rattled it. It made a noise. Write 

a story about this present. 

● Write a story entirely made up of letters. These letters could include 

letters exchanged in the mail, emails or even lengthy text messages. 

Who is writing the letters? Why? Ensure your writing is reflective of 

the medium of communication you choose. For example, emails may 

contain emoticons, short abbreviations and common phrases such as 

lol (laugh out loud). 

● Write a story where you take a Mythological character and place 

them in a modern-day setting. How will that character react to life in 

our world? Would they fit in well with society or would they seem 

out of place? 

● Write about something ugly — war, fear, hate, cruelty — but find the 

beauty (silver lining) in it. 

● Write a story where you are a character witnessing a historical event. 

For example; the Peloponnesian War, Great Depression, First Moon 

Landing, Signing of the Declaration of Independence, D-Day, etc... 



Name: ______________________________                                             Date: _____________________ 

Finding Analogies 
 

 

 

 

 
Direction: Look at the pair of words that are given in each incomplete analogy. 
Find and join the words to make two pairs of words. 

1. dresser is to wood as  _________________________________ 

graceful is to hear        window is to glass       mine is to sheep 

2. _______________________________as piano  is to play 

cobbler is to needle      kitchen is to pen           book is to read   

3. which is to witch as ____________________________________ 

see is to see       weather is to whether        leave is to left  

4. smile is to frown as ____________________________________ 

ugly is to beautiful          bird is to fly          paint is to water 

5. _______________________________ as hurrying is to  rushing 

sad is to happy      glad is to sorry       happy is to joyful 

6. thumb is to hand as ___________________________________ 

dull is to blunt         diamond is to ring       stove is to water 

7. _______________________________ as pan is to cook 

      towel is to dry         alert is to sit             kitchen is to picnic 

8. carpenter is to  furniture as ________________________________ 

tailor is to cleaning     mason is to wall      engineer is to needle 

9. _______________________________ as microphone is to speech  

sleep is to sofa      noise is to speak      spoon is to soup  

10. helmet is to head as _________________________________ 

mask is to face          open is to up              positive is to credit 

 

www.englishlinx.com 

Analogy Definition 
 
An analogy shows comparison between things that have similar features, 
often used to help explain a principle or idea. 

Example 
apple : tree ::  milk :  cow 

 

http://www.englishlinx.com/


Name: __________________    Date: ______________ 

Subject and Object Pronouns (Circling Part 1) L.6.1a 

 

Directions: Circle the subject pronoun in each sentence below. 

Example A- We are going to the store today. 
Answer- We 

1. I think that we are ready for the game. 

2. We are going to the football game this weekend. 

3. He is a bright young man. 

4. It is one of the best movies I have seen. 

5. Tell her that she must arrive on time. 

Directions: Circle the object pronoun in each sentence below. 

Example A: Can you tell him the good news? 
Answer: him 

6. Can you make sure they arrive on time? 

7. The funny thing is that he doesn’t understand. 

8. Please take them to the park. 

9. I can tell that she really works hard in school. 

10. Make sure that they understand the rules. 

A pronoun is a word that may take the place of one or more nouns.  
 

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.L.6.1a 

 

http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/L/6/1/a/


Name: _______________________                        Date: ___________ 

Reflexive Pronouns Worksheet (Circling Part 1) ELA-Literacy.L.6.1b 

 
 
 
 
 
Directions: Circle the reflexive pronoun in each sentence below. 

Example A: He bought the gift for himself. 
Answer: himself 

1. Make sure to remind yourself of the things you need to do. 

2. She thought to herself while she was in the library. 

3. I saw myself in the mirror. 

4. We blamed ourselves for the mistake. 

5. Can you help yourselves? 

6. They cannot look after themselves. 

7. Why do you blame yourself for everything? 

8. Please help yourself to some food. 

9. Don’t be ashamed of yourself. 

10. I bought a gift for myself. 

11. I will do the job myself. 

12. They ate all the food themselves. 

13. I hurt myself when I jumped off the roof. 

A pronoun is a word that may take the place of one or more nouns.  
Reflexive Pronouns include; Myself, Yourself, Himself, Herself, 
Ourselves, Themselves 

 

ELA-Literacy.L.6.1b 

 

http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/L/6/1/b/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/L/6/1/b/


 

Capitalization and Punctuation Marks Worksheet  

 

 

 

Directions: Re-write each sentence below. Capitalize and add the correct 
punctuation marks where needed.  

Example A: do you know where I can find the lake 
Answer: Do you know where I can find the lake? 

1. how do you feel after your run in the afternoon 

___________________________________________________________________ 

2. when do we get to go to the museum 

___________________________________________________________________ 

3. i cant wait until it is my birthday 

___________________________________________________________________ 

4. john asked, how are you this morning  

___________________________________________________________________ 

5. david john and sam went hiking in the colorado mountains 

___________________________________________________________________ 

6. i went to tell my friends sarah michelle and veronica about my party 

___________________________________________________________________ 

 

                   Period (.)                Exclamation Mark (!)          Question Mark (?)    

             Comma (,)               Apostrophe (‘)         Quotation Mark (“___”) 

 

  Copyright www.englishlinx.com 
 



 

Adding Commas Worksheet 

 
 
 

Re-write the following sentences on the lines below. Add commas 
and other punctuation where needed.  

Hey what are you doing after school 
Hey, what are you doing after school? 

1. After school she needs to walk home do her homework and wash dishes. 

 

2. I was born on July 30 1995. 

 

3. Once he gets to the baseball game John is going to relax eat and talk. 

 

4. After going to work he will go to the market video store and coffee shop. 

 

5. Yes I got a good grade on my test. 

 

6. First of all you are doing very well in school sports and the chess club. 

 

7. Finally I would like to tell you what happened. 

 

8. Michael David and Stephen would like to play on the same team.  

 

Commas you use in writing are similar to pauses you use in speech. Commas are also 
used to group similar items together. 

 

Adding Commas Worksheet 

 



The Mountain

The Mountain
by ReadWorks

There are four peaks to climb until Manny reaches the top of the mountain. Each ledge is thinner and 
more dangerous than the last. Thankfully, he has a strong cane. He uses the cane to pull himself up. 
The climb is cold and snowy.

Day turns to night and back to day again. A strong gust of wind threatens to blow him off-course. But 
he persists.

The last thing Manny remembers is opening his eyes at the bottom of the mountain. He doesn't 
remember how he got there. To make things even stranger, he is wearing a fancy tuxedo.

The woman he loves is at the top of the mountain, waiting. He can hear her sweet voice, singing.

He remembers that she is waiting for him, but he doesn't remember anything else. Manny guesses he 
must have had an accident.

ReadWorks.org · © 2013 ReadWorks®, Inc. All rights reserved.



The Mountain

Maybe I hit my head and now I have amnesia! he thinks.

The snow is thick and cold. It gets in his mouth as he climbs. He must be hungry because it tastes 
sweet like sugar.

"Hello! Is anyone there?" Manny asks.

"Hello! Is anyone there?" he hears back. It's the sound of his own voice-an echo coming back at 
him.

"I love you! I'm waiting for you!" he hears. Now this, this is not his voice. This is the sound of his love 
calling for him.

He climbs higher and higher. Closer and closer. His arms ache from pulling. His tuxedo is covered in 
snow. Manny is soaking wet and exhausted. But he is also determined to get to the top.

"I love you! I'm coming!" he calls back.

He hears what he thinks is the faint sound of laughter. Deep and booming. The laughter of the gods?

Suddenly, the mountain is flooded with light. It's as if the sun were behind a door that was flung open 
suddenly.

The mountain begins to spin, and Manny hangs on with all his might.

"Why is this happening?" he cries. But no answer comes.

The mountain spins and spins. The room spins and spins. It's bright and then dark again. He sees 
trees and bright lights. Manny closes his eyes and falls off the mountain. He fears this could be the 
end.

When he lands, it is warm and soft. He feels himself lifted through the air. It is as if fate has saved 
him. The next words he hears are:

"Whoops, that was a close call. We almost lost our groom!"

"Good catch!" says another voice.

Manny opens his eyes and find himself on top of the mountain. Bella! The woman he loves! He rubs 
the snow from his eyes. The whirlwind had somehow picked him up and placed him right next to her.

Bella stands in a pile of white snow, wearing a beautiful wedding dress. Manny laughs because he's 
soaking wet and dirty, covered in sticky snow.

He kisses her and she giggles. "You taste like candy!" she says. "I'm so glad you're back! I thought 
you would miss the wedding!"

"Wedding?" Manny says. "I don't remember! Are we getting married?"

"Oh no! Not us," Bella says, laughing. "Them!"

She points to the sky, and for the first time he sees everything. There is a skylight and sunshine. 
ReadWorks.org · © 2013 ReadWorks®, Inc. All rights reserved.



The Mountain

There is music playing. And people. Giant people!

Manny screams and falls back into the snow. Giants! As tall as the mountain! Taller! They come by 
and put their faces, with huge eyeballs as big as Manny's head, right up to him.

He thinks back to the laughter he heard before and the sunlight, suddenly so bright. Gods! It's all the 
work of Gods.

Suddenly, he is lifted up into the air. A giant hand is coming for him. This is surely the end now. A giant 
eye, a giant mouth. He is about to be eaten!

And then he sees it, a giant... napkin?

He hears Bella laughing below him as the soft napkin cleans his ears, his face, and his suit. When he 
is completely clean, he is placed back on top of the mountain's snowy peak. He stands upright next to 
Bella, and she holds his hand. The giant walks away as if nothing unusual at all has happened.

"You look beautiful," Bella says. "All clean! Are you ready?"

Music starts to play. Manny hears a voice say: "Introducing the bride and groom!"

The mountain is moving through the air, soaring, rolling. Bella grabs his hand tightly and whispers, 
"Get ready."

One of the giants leans down and pats his head. He notices she looks just like Bella. She's dressed in 
a beautiful white gown. This giant is also a bride.

"You're beautiful, little man!" the giant says. At that, she takes out a giant knife.

The mountain tips slightly, as if a slice is being cut out of it. He sees the bride feeding cake to the 
groom. The groom takes a big bite, and she smears frosting all over his face.

That's why the snow tasted so sweet, Manny thinks. It's not snow at all. It's cake frosting!

The snowy mountain is wheeled back into the corner, and Bella and Manny are finally alone together.

"I love you!" Manny says, and he takes her hand and kisses her sweetly. The kiss is every bit as 
sweet as the cake they are standing on. Two wedding cake toppers in love.

ReadWorks.org · © 2013 ReadWorks®, Inc. All rights reserved.



The Mountain - Comprehension Questions

Name: ___________________________________ Date: _______________

1. What is "the mountain" in the story?

A. a wedding cake
B. a real mountain
C. a table
D. a cupcake

2. Where does the story take place?

A. on a mountain
B. in a bakery
C. at a wedding
D. on Mount Olympus

3. The "mountain" in the story is not a normal mountain. What evidence from the story 
supports this conclusion?

A. The "mountain" has four peaks.
B. The "snow" tastes sweet like sugar.
C. There are strong gusts of wind.
D. Manny is wearing a tuxedo.

4. Read the following sentences:

"Manny closes his eyes and falls off the mountain. He fears this could be the end.

"When he lands, it is warm and soft. He feels himself lifted through the air. It is as if fate 
has saved him. The next words he hears are:

"'Whoops, that was a close call. We almost lost our groom!'"

What inference can be made about what happens in these sentences?

A. Manny falls off the cake and lands on the floor.
B. Manny falls off the mountain and lands in the snow.
C. Manny falls off the mountain and has a hallucination.
D. Manny falls off the cake and is caught by a human.

ReadWorks.org · © 2020 ReadWorks®, Inc. All rights reserved.



The Mountain - Comprehension Questions

5. What is this story mostly about?

A. a dangerous, snowy mountain
B. Manny and Bella's wedding
C. the wedding of two gods
D. two wedding cake toppers in love

6. Read the following sentences:

"He remembers that she is waiting for him, but he doesn't remember anything else. 
Manny guesses he must have had an accident.

"Maybe I hit my head and now I have amnesia! he thinks."

What does "amnesia" mean as used in this sentence?

A. blood loss
B. an accident
C. memory loss
D. an injury

7. Choose the answer that best completes the sentence below.

At the beginning of the story, the setting appears to be on a mountain, _______ by the 
end of the story, this is not the case.

A. but
B. so
C. also
D. after

ReadWorks.org · © 2020 ReadWorks®, Inc. All rights reserved.



The Mountain - Comprehension Questions

8. Who is getting married in the story?

9. Why are Manny and Bella wearing wedding clothing?

10. In the story, all is not as it originally seems. As the story progresses, the author 
gradually gives the reader more details and reveals what the story is really about.

Identify and explain the key points in the story where the reader is given clues about 
what the story is really about.

ReadWorks.org · © 2020 ReadWorks®, Inc. All rights reserved.



Temporary Employment

Temporary Employment
by ReadWorks

What I speak is the truth-the whole truth and nothing but the truth. You can believe what you'd like.

I was working at a restaurant-a regular Italian restaurant, nothing too fancy. They hired me as a 
busboy, and I intended to work my way up. I had just set out on my own, and I was full of plans, big 
plans, plans that all ended up in the same place: a swimming pool full of money-metaphorically 
speaking, of course.

They had me doing all kinds of work, none of it pretty. There were the standard busboy duties: 
clearing plates off tables, taking out the trash, and hauling the dirty dishes back to be washed. But I 
think they noticed my zeal and desire to please and decided to take advantage of it. Because 
whenever a job popped up that was too difficult, too boring, too gross, or just "plain beneath the other 
employees," well, they gave it to me.

And you know what I said? "Yes, sir. Thank you, sir."

Franco was the manager. He was nice enough, but he was terrified of Debra, who owned the place. 
Debra only popped in once in a while, but when she was coming, we'd know. First Franco's eyes 
would get really wide. He'd start to tremble, and then he'd start yipping like a Chihuahua, except 
instead of barks he would yip orders. "Wash the bathroom!" he'd say, even though it was spotless. 
"Double-check the menus! Clean the sinks! Polish the table bases! Polish the silverware! Polish the 
countertops and the tabletops and the tops of the heads of the bald men!"

Maybe I made that last one up.

But the rest is true. He'd work himself up into a frenzy. Debra was intimidating, I give her that. Her 
eyes were like lasers, and her voice was sharp.

It was even worse when she didn't speak. Franco would say something dumb, and she'd just glare, 
which made him so nervous he'd say something even dumber, and the situation would continue like 
this until she spun around on her heels and strode through the double doors, pushing both open at 
once like some frontier desperado. She made people cower. Except for me, but as a busboy it wasn't 
hard to stay out of her path.

ReadWorks.org · © 2014 ReadWorks®, Inc. All rights reserved.



Temporary Employment

That is, except for this one time, the time I'm trying to tell you about. Like I said, I was the designated 
dirty work go-to guy. Someone threw up in the bathroom? I'm on it. Garbage is piling up in the 
basement? Boxes and boxes of inventory need counting and restocking? Those boxes are infested 
with spiders? I'm your man.

On the fateful afternoon in question, I was on something of a cleaning spree. Franco had asked me to 
clean the staff toilets, which were tucked away in a damp corner of the basement, out of the 
customers' sight, and for good reason. The situation called for a wagon full of cleaning supplies. I 
went to the supply closet only to find cleaning supplies so grimy and full of spider webs that they 
couldn't even be used without a good scour and scrub.

I needed cleaning supplies for my cleaning supplies.

I left the restaurant, just for a minute, to buy what I considered necessary. I was gung-ho about the 
whole cleaning enterprise. I was ready to give that basement the makeover of its long and foul-
smelling life. Was I overly enthusiastic? Was I overly passionate?

It wasn't as though I stormed wild-eyed through the doors, frothing at the mouth. I didn't yell out a war 
cry or start spraying all-purpose cleaner with bleach above my head like some sort of lunatic. There 
was no chanting, no war dance.

I filled a shopping cart with cleaning supplies. Thinking the lunch hour was over, I used that shopping 
cart to barrel through the doors, and that shopping cart crashed into someone eating lunch, and that 
person-seated with her back to me, whose face I couldn't see until she rose from the carpeted floor 
with penne a la vodka in her lap and a nightmare from the depths of the inferno in her eye-was 
Debra.

She said nothing at first, but rose with dignity and fury to her feet. She didn't wipe the pasta from her 
blouse, but let it fall of its own accord. It did, with a splatter. She stared into my eyes. I could feel my 
mouth opening and closing. I couldn't stop it-open, close, open, close. Without thinking I said 
something. I said, "How fortunate, I have cleaning supplies." And I whirled around and grabbed a 
spray-on fabric cleaner from the cart's heaping bounty and whirled back around to see Debra's 
shoulders rising as she inhaled, falling as she exhaled. She breathed heavily, and the rise and fall of 
her shoulders reminded me of the engine movements of an old-fashioned steam locomotive, one that 
would shortly flatten me.

Debra raised one trembling finger and pointed it between my eyes, looking as though she wished it 
were the barrel of a gun. She opened her mouth, but I cut her off with a raised finger of my own. "Hold 
that thought," I said. And without so much as a sidelong glance, I strode past her to Franco, who 
thought he could hide behind a large bushy ficus plant. I threw down my apron and simply said, in the 
angriest voice I could muster, "I quit."

ReadWorks.org · © 2014 ReadWorks®, Inc. All rights reserved.



Temporary Employment - Comprehension Questions

Name: ___________________________________ Date: _______________

1. Where does the narrator of the story work?

A. a supermarket
B. an office
C. an Italian restaurant
D. an ice cream parlor

2. After filling a shopping cart with cleaning supplies, the narrator barrels through the 
restaurant doors with the shopping cart. What is the result of the narrator's actions?

A. The narrator crashes into the restaurant owner, Debra.
B. The narrator is fired for making a mess.
C. The narrator breaks the doors down and gets in trouble.
D. The narrator is able to clean the basement.

3. The narrator's job is dirty and unpleasant. What evidence from the passage best 
supports this conclusion?

A. He counts and restocks boxes of inventory.
B. He cleans up vomit and takes out the trash.
C. He polishes silverware and countertops.
D. He is assigned the boring duties.

4. Read the following sentences: "I had just set out on my own and I was full of plans, 
big plans, plans that all ended up in the same place: a swimming pool full of money-
metaphorically speaking, of course."

Based on this information, what can you conclude about the narrator?

A. He is cheerful.
B. He is practical.
C. He is loyal.
D. He is ambitious.

ReadWorks.org · © 2020 ReadWorks®, Inc. All rights reserved.



Temporary Employment - Comprehension Questions

5. What is this story mostly about?

A. Debra, the owner of the Italian restaurant
B. the relationship between Debra and Franco
C. the life of a busboy at an Italian restaurant
D. how to get rich while working in a restaurant

6. Read the following sentences: "But I think they noticed my zeal and desire to please 
and decided to take advantage of it. Because whenever a job popped up that was too 
difficult, too boring, too gross, or just 'plain beneath the other employees,' well, they 
gave it me. And you know what I said? 'Yes, sir. Thank you, sir.'"

As used in this sentence, what does the word "zeal" most nearly mean?

A. hesitation
B. enthusiasm 
C. anger
D. laziness 

7. Choose the answer that best completes the sentence below.

__________ the narrator has to do the dirty work in the restaurant, he does his job with 
zeal.

A. Even though
B. Moreover
C. As a result
D. Particularly

8. What does the narrator tell his manager at the end of the story?

ReadWorks.org · © 2020 ReadWorks®, Inc. All rights reserved.
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Frank had surfed for as long as he could remember.

A tall and thin, but athletic guy, he grew up in the sleepy beach town of Montauk, New York, at the 
very tip of Long Island. His parents, who owned a popular seafood restaurant on Main Street, had first 
put him on a board at age three or four. Some of his first memories involved sliding down a wave in 
the sun, seated at the front of his dad's longboard.

During the winter, Montauk had great waves. In fact, they were considered some of the best on the 
East Coast of the United States. But the water was so cold, a wetsuit was required. And while the 
waves in the summer weren't too bad, either, they were nothing compared to the waves in Southern 
California.

As a boy, Frank and his friends subscribed to all the big surf magazines. They dreamed of surfing big 
waves on the North Shore of Oahu, Hawaii, or at Teahupoo on the island of Tahiti. Their pal Clay, 
who moved to Montauk from Santa Barbara, California in middle school, filled their heads with stories 
of surfing in his hometown.

"Sometimes the waves got as high as 20 feet!" he'd say, causing Frank and his surfing buddies to 
gasp. Clay, of course, had never actually surfed a 20-foot wave. But he had sat and watched as 
professional surfers paddled out, caught them, and rode them all the way to the shore.

At only 13, Frank saved up enough from his weekly allowance to buy a plane ticket to Los Angeles. 
His uncle, Jim, lived near Malibu, a small beach town north of L.A. He drove Frank out to a famous 
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surf break near his bungalow in the hills.

Used to the small, easy waves of Montauk, Frank was intimidated by the booming surf. Standing on 
the beach, he could feel the pounding of the waves vibrating under his feet. He paddled out anyway. 
After a struggle, he finally made it into the line-up. The other surfers in the water stared at him warily. 
They could tell he wasn't from California; his pale skin gave him away. But when Frank started 
paddling into a wave, they moved out of the way for him.

"Let's see what the kid can do," one of them said.

They all watched as Frank stood up. Almost as quickly, he was back in the water. The wave crashed 
over him, and sent Frank tumbling through the wake.  

Frank wasn't discouraged. In fact, he was filled with optimism. As he gasped for air after the wipeout, 
he resolved to attend college in California. That way, whenever he wasn't studying, he could drive out 
to the beach and surf waves like this.

Eventually, he thought, he'd be able to handle them like Kelly Slater, the 11-time World Surfing 
Champion. Like anything, he thought, all it takes is practice.

So when it came time to apply to college, Frank looked only at schools bordering the ocean on the 
West Coast. His parents, who didn't like the idea of their son moving so far away, tried to convince 
him to stay closer to home.

"Parts of southern New Jersey have great waves," his dad said over pasta dinner one night.

"And don't forget the swells at Rockaway Beach," his mom added. "Ever since Hurricane Sandy, 
they've been getting bigger and bigger. If you went to New York University, Rockaway Beach is only 
30 minutes away!"

But Frank had made up his mind. He applied to the University of California at Santa Cruz, the 
University of California at Santa Barbara, and Pepperdine University, which was located just a short 
drive from his uncle Jim's in Malibu. His grades and SAT scores were good enough that he was 
admitted to all three. He resorted to drawing straws.

"Pepperdine it is!" he shouted, as his mom and dad looked on from the couch. As much as they didn't 
want him to be so far from home, they understood his dedication to surfing.

"Just remember: Studying before surfing," his mom warned him. "Not everyone becomes a rich and 
famous professional surfer. You have to think about an actual career. After all, if you want to live near 
the beach when you're older, you're going to have to earn some money!"

"I know, Mom," Frank said, giving her a hug. He promised to surf only once he'd finished his 
homework.

This proved harder than he had imagined.

After growing up in the choppy, waist-high surf of Long Island, the curling blue barrels of Southern 
California were a big distraction from the hard, lonely work of studying Chemistry 101 and the history 
of the Civil War. His first month at Pepperdine, he spent every morning surfing at world-famous 
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beaches like Leo Carrillo and El Matador. Pretty soon, he was spending every late afternoon surfing 
there, too.

Due to the amount of time he spent in the ocean, he quickly befriended the local surfers from the 
area. A social, handsome guy as well as a talented surfer, Frank became popular in Malibu's surfing 
community. While his college roommate made friends with other students, Frank found himself 
hanging out with people from town instead.

Needless to say, his obsession with surfing didn't help his grades. When the waves were good, Frank 
would skip class to go out and ride them. And the better he got, the more he wanted to be out there.

"This is all I ever wanted out of life," he told his new friends one night, as they roasted marshmallows 
around a bonfire on the beach. They smiled and nodded. They knew exactly what he meant. Several 
of them had dropped out of college to become what they called "full-time surfers."

Then one day he got a call from his advisor, a professor of marine biology, whose class Frank had 
skipped on many occasions.

"I'm looking at your attendance record here, Frank, and it's not pretty," Professor Blankfein began. 
"Over the last month, you've missed more than half of your scheduled classes. From my 
conversations with your professors, you're in danger of failing three out of four of your classes. Is 
there a problem I should know about?"

Frank was silent on the other line. He didn't know what to say. He was fully aware that he hadn't been 
showing up to class. But the fact that he might flunk out of college in his first semester sent a chill 
through his body. It reminded him of the feeling of jumping into the sea in Montauk in mid-February. 
Having finally tasted the waves of Malibu, he certainly didn't want to return to those meager, freezing 
waves.

"I'm sorry, Professor Blankfein," Frank said, at last. "I don't know what's come over me. It's just, the 
waves out here...I think I've become obsessed with them."

Frank heard his marine biology professor laugh on the other line.

"I sympathize," he said. "I grew up surfing in New Jersey. Why do you think I work at Pepperdine, in 
the field of marine biology? I created a career that allows me to be in the water as much as I want. If 
you're serious about the ocean, you should start thinking about a career in marine biology."

Frank thanked his professor and hung up the phone. The thick marine biology textbook on his desk 
suddenly seemed full of possibility.
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Name: ___________________________________ Date: _______________

1. What does Frank like to do?

A. Frank likes to study.
B. Frank likes going to seafood restaurants.
C. Frank likes to surf.
D. Frank likes taking the SAT.

2. What is the conflict that Frank has to deal with in college?

A. going surfing versus going to class
B. studying chemistry versus studying history
C. hanging out with his roommate versus hanging out with his friends
D. talking to his advisor versus talking to his parents

3. Frank enjoys surfing.

What evidence from the passage supports this statement?

A. Frank's parents own a popular seafood restaurant in New York.
B. Frank has an uncle named Jim who lives in a town north of L.A.
C. Frank is worried that he might flunk out of college in his first semester.
D. In his first month of college, Frank goes surfing every morning.

4. Why does the marine biology textbook seem full of possibility to Frank at the end of 
the story?

A. He realizes that a career in marine biology may allow him to spend his life around the 
ocean.
B. He is easily distracted from the hard, lonely work of studying the history of the Civil 
War.
C. He is a social, handsome guy who becomes popular in Malibu's surfing community.
D. When applying to college, Frank looks only at schools bordering the ocean on the 

West Coast.
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5. What is this story mostly about?

A. what growing up in Montauk, New York is like
B. a trip a young man takes to California when he is 13
C. a young man who is obsessed with surfing
D. the steps involved in applying to college

6. Read the following sentence: "Needless to say, his obsession with surfing didn't help 
his grades."

What does the word obsession mean?

A. homework
B. weakness
C. a very strong interest in something
D. a very strong dislike of something

7. Choose the answer that best completes the sentence below.

Frank keeps skipping class; ______, Professor Blankfein gives him a call.

A. for example
B. as a result
C. namely
D. even though

8. What does Professor Blankfein tell Frank he should start thinking about?
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9. Why does Professor Blankfein tell Frank he should start thinking about a career in 
marine biology?

10. Should Frank drop out of college to become a full-time surfer or stay in college to 
study marine biology? Explain your answer with evidence from the passage.
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White Out
by Kirsten Weir

A strange fungus continues to attack the country's bat population.

Recently, bats with fuzzy white noses have popped up in Indiana, Ohio, Maine, North Carolina, and 
Kentucky. It's an ominous development. White-nose syndrome (WNS), a disease that kills hibernating 
bats, has officially spread into five more states.

The mysterious syndrome was first discovered in the state of New York in 2007. From there, it spread 
across the United States and Canada. Infected bats can now be found in 16 states and four Canadian 
provinces.

Courtesy Ryan von Linden/NY Department of Environmental Conservation

Scientists have learned a great deal about the disease since its discovery. There's much they don't 
understand, though, including how to stop it. "There's a lot of work still being done," says Tom Kunz, a 
bat expert at Boston University.

Time is of the essence. More than a million and perhaps as many as 2 million bats have died already, 
Kunz says. "We've got a disease that is causing one of the most precipitous declines of bats in 
American history," he says.

Skin and Bone

White-nose syndrome is named for the white fungus that typically appears on the muzzles and other 
body parts of infected bats. Initially, scientists weren't sure whether the fungus caused the disease. 
Many suspected it was an opportunistic infection-a secondary infection that gains a foothold in an 
animal already weakened by another illness.

Researchers haven't found any other infectious agents in the sickened bats. So most now agree that 
the fungus is the likely cause of WNS. The fungus is new to science, and researchers have named it 
Geomyces destructans.
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"We still haven't determined how the bats are actually dying from the fungal infection," says Jeremy 
Coleman, the national WNS coordinator for the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service. One clue: Infected 
bats seem to run out of fat in the middle of winter. Bats need that fat to nourish themselves until 
spring. Without it, they die.

Carol Uphoff Meteyer/USGS

This little brown bat is infected with white-nose syndrome. The arrows point to small patches where its wings have lost their elasticity, 
coloration, and surface sheen.

Normally, hibernating bats wake briefly once or twice a month, Kunz says. Infected bats arouse from 
hibernation every four or five days. They then expend valuable calories flying around. That activity 
probably explains why the bats are so skinny. "Every arousal burns up body fat," he says.

What makes infected bats wake up so often? Some scientists have proposed an "itch-and-scratch 
hypothesis." Just as people scratch their toes like crazy when they have athlete's foot, a common 
fungal infection, bats might feel a similar itch when the fungus invades their skin. The uncomfortable 
sensation could be rousing them from their winter naps.

Then again, the bats might just be thirsty. One of skin's many jobs is preventing water loss. In bats, 
healthy wing membranes help maintain a water balance in the body. The fungus damages bat wings, 
causing small holes and scar tissue to appear in the membranes. Bats could be losing excess water 
through their injured wings, some scientists propose. The animals might be waking up to find a drink 
and avoid dehydration (an excessive loss of fluid).

Fungus Among Us

The fungus G. destructans is itself puzzling. Hundreds of other species of Geomyces fungi live in U.S. 
caves but don't bother bats at all, says Coleman. And though G. destructans has been found in caves 
in Europe, bats there appear unaffected by it. Do European bats possess a gene that makes them 
resistant to infection? Is European G. destructans somehow different from the strain found in the 
U.S.? "We're trying to figure out why this fungus is so devastating for [North American] bats," 
Coleman says.
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Joe LeMonnier

Discovered in New York state in 2007, white-nose syndrome has since spread to 15 other states and killed more than a million bats.

Meantime, the best hope for North America's bats seems to be preventing any further spread of 
WNS. The disease is thought to spread from bat to bat, says Coleman, but researchers haven't ruled 
out the possibility that people are spreading it too. The Fish and Wildlife Service has played it safe 
and closed a number of caves to human visitors. "We're trying to prevent people from moving the 
fungus faster than the bats can," Coleman says.

So far, WNS has been found in nine bat species, including two endangered ones: the Indiana bat and 
the gray bat. As more states and more species are affected, the impact of WNS could snowball. Bats 
play an important role in their ecosystems. A bat can eat half its weight in insects every night. A 
female bat that's lactating (feeding her pups with milk) can gulp down twice that amount. Insect-eating 
bats in the U.S. save farmers at least $3 billion a year by swallowing bugs that would otherwise 
damage crops, according to an analysis in the journal Science. WNS is just beginning to move into 
the Midwest, the nation's agricultural heartland. "As it continues to spread, we could see an 
agricultural impact," Coleman says.
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AP Images

Scientist Britta Wood enters an abandoned limestone mine in Rosendale, N.Y., to collect bats infected with white-nose syndrome.

Scientists across the country are hard at work studying the bats, the fungus, and potential ways to 
manage the disease. "Bats provide a real value," Kunz says. "This is a massive loss."
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Name: ___________________________________ Date: _______________

1. What is white-nose syndrome?

A. a disease that kills hibernating bats
B. a disease that affects European bats
C. a disease that weakens small birds
D. a disease that kills one type of fungus

2. The fungus damages bat wings, causing small holes and scar tissue to appear in the 
membranes. What is a possible effect of this damage to bat wings?

A. The bats have to wake up to eat more food and avoid starving during the winter.
B. The bats have to wake up to find a drink and avoid dehydration.
C. The bats have to practice flying more often to become stronger.
D. The bats are no longer able to fly or hunt for food during the winter.

3. Read these sentences from the text:

"Infected bats seem to run out of fat in the middle of winter. Bats need that fat to nourish 
themselves until spring. Without it, they die. [...] Normally, hibernating bats wake briefly 
once or twice a month, Kunz says. Infected bats arouse from hibernation every four or 
five days. They then expend valuable calories flying around."

Based on this evidence, what conclusion can be drawn about the infection?

A. The infection is most likely an effect of bats flying around in the middle of winter.
B. The infection most likely causes bats to wake up during hibernation.
C. The infection is most likely found in bats with a lot of fat.
D. The infection is most likely found in bats that are already sick.

4. If more and more bats in the U.S. die of white-nose syndrome, how might the 
ecosystem be affected?

A. Crops and plantlife might grow more healthily.
B. The amount of water in the ecosystem might decrease.
C. The number of different kinds of fungus might increase.
D. The number of insects in the ecosystem might increase.
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5. What is the main idea of this text?

A. A strange fungal disease is affecting the bat populations in the United States and 
Europe differently.
B. Scientists are studying a strange fungal disease that is killing the bat population in the 
United States.
C. White-nose syndrome is named for the white fungus that appears on the muzzles and 

other body parts of infected bats.
D. Fungus can damage bat wings, causing small holes and scar tissue to appear in the 

membranes.

6. Read these sentences from the text:

"As more states and more species are affected, the impact of WNS could snowball. 
Bats play an important role in their ecosystems. [...] Insect-eating bats in the U.S. save 
farmers at least $3 billion a year by swallowing bugs that would otherwise damage 
crops, according to an analysis in the journal Science. WNS is just beginning to move 
into the Midwest, the nation's agricultural heartland. 'As it continues to spread, we could 
see an agricultural impact,' Coleman says."

What does the word "snowball" in the first sentence mean here?

A. grow or increase
B. shrink or decrease
C. stay the same
D. stop completely

7. Choose the answer that best completes the sentence.

Bats with WNS could be losing excess water through their wings _____ the fungus 
damages bat wings.

A. before
B. therefore
C. because
D. however
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8. According to the text, how do insect-eating bats in the U.S. save farmers money?

9. How does WNS negatively affect bats?

Support your answer with evidence from the text and images.

10. Why it is important to stop the spread of WNS?

Support your answer with evidence from the text and images.
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Wesley Harris: An Account of Escaping Slavery

Excerpt from The Underground Railroad: A Record of Facts, Authentic Narratives, Letters, &C. by 
William Still

A friend by the name of C. Matterson, told me that he was going off. Then I told him of my master's writing 
to Mrs. Carroll concerning selling, etc., and that I was going off too. We then concluded to go together. 
There were two others-brothers of Matterson-who were told of our plan to escape, and readily joined 
with us in the undertaking. So one Saturday night, at twelve o'clock, we set out for the North. After 
traveling upwards of two days and over sixty miles, we found ourselves unexpectedly in Terrytown [in the 
state of Maryland]. There we were informed by a friendly colored man of the danger we were in and of the 
bad character of the place towards colored people, especially those who were escaping to freedom; and 
he advised us to hide as quickly as we could. We at once went to the woods and hid. Soon after we had 
secreted ourselves a man came near by and commenced splitting wood, or rails, which alarmed us. We 
then moved to another hiding-place in a thicket near a farmer's barn, where we were soon startled again 
by a dog approaching and barking at us. The attention of the owner of the dog was drawn to his barking 
and to where we were. The owner of the dog was a farmer. He asked us where we were going. We replied 
to Gettysburg-to visit some relatives, etc. He told us that we were running off. He then offered friendly 
advice, talked like a Quaker, and urged us to go with him to his barn for protection. After much persuasion, 
we consented to go with him.

Soon after putting us in his barn, himself and daughter prepared us a nice breakfast, which cheered our 
spirits, as we were hungry. For this kindness we paid him one dollar. He next told us to hide on the mow till 
eve, when he would safely direct us on our road to Gettysburg. All, very much fatigued from traveling, fell 
asleep, excepting myself; I could not sleep; I felt as if all was not right.

About noon men were heard talking around the barn. I woke my companions up and told them that that 
man had betrayed us. At first they did not believe me. In a moment afterwards the barn door was opened, 
and in came the men, eight in number. One of the men asked the owner of the barn if he had any long 
straw. "Yes," was the answer. So up on the mow came three of the men, when, to their great surprise, as 
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they pretended, we were discovered. The question was then asked the owner of the barn by one of the 
men, if he harbored runaway negroes in his barn? He answered, "No," and pretended to be entirely 
ignorant of their being in his barn. One of the men replied that four negroes were on the mow, and he 
knew of it. The men then asked us where we were, going. We told them to Gettysburg, that we had aunts 
and a mother there. Also we spoke of a Mr. Houghman, a gentleman we happened to have some 
knowledge of, having seen him in Virginia. We were next asked for our passes. We told them that we 
hadn't any, that we had not been required to carry them where we came from. They then said that we 
would have to go before a magistrate, and if he allowed us to go on, well and good. The men all being 
armed and furnished with ropes, we were ordered to be tied. I told them if they took me they would have to 
take me dead or crippled. At that instant one of my friends cried out-"Where is the man that betrayed 
us?" Spying him at the same moment, he shot him (badly wounding him). Then the conflict fairly began.

The constable seized me by the collar, or rather behind my shoulder. I at once shot him with my pistol, but 
in consequence of his throwing up his arm, which hit mine as I fired, the effect of the load of my pistol was 
much turned aside; his face, however, was badly burned, besides his shoulder being wounded. I again 
fired on the pursuers, but do not know whether I hit anybody or not. I then drew a sword, I had brought 
with me, and was about cutting my way to the door, when I was shot by one of the men, receiving the 
entire contents of one load of a double barreled gun in my left arm, that being the arm with which I was 
defending myself. The load brought me to the ground, and I was unable to make further struggle for 
myself. I was then badly beaten with guns. . . In the meantime, my friend Craven, who was defending 
himself, was shot badly in the face, and most violently beaten until he was conquered and tied. The two 
young brothers of Craven stood still, without making the least resistance.

After we were fairly captured, we were taken to Terrytown, which was in sight of where we were betrayed. 
By this time I had lost so much blood from my wounds, that they concluded my situation was too 
dangerous to admit of being taken further; so I was made a prisoner at a tavern, kept by a man named 
Fisher. There my wounds were dressed, and thirty-two shot were taken from my arm. For three days I was 
crazy, and they thought I would die. During the first two weeks, while I was a prisoner at the tavern, I 
raised a great deal of blood, and was considered in a very dangerous condition-so much so that persons 
desiring to see me were not permitted. Afterwards I began to get better, and was then kept privately-was 
strictly watched day and night. Occasionally, however, the cook, a colored woman (Mrs. Smith), would 
manage to get to see me. Also James Matthews succeeded in getting to see me; consequently, as my 
wounds healed, and my senses came to me, I began to plan how to make another effort to escape. I 
asked one of the friends . . . to get me a rope. He got it. I kept it about me four days in my pocket; in the 
meantime I procured three nails.

On Friday night, October 14th, I fastened my nails in under the window sill; tied my rope to the nails, threw 
my shoes out of the window, put the rope in my mouth, then took hold of it with my well hand, clambered 
into the window, very weak, but I managed to let myself down to the ground. I was so weak, that I could 
scarcely walk, but I managed to hobble off to a place three quarters of a mile from the tavern, where a 
friend had fixed upon for me to go, if I succeeded in making my escape. There I was found by my friend, 
who kept me secure till Saturday eve, when a swift horse was furnished by James Rogers, and a colored 
man found to conduct me to Gettysburg. Instead of going direct to Gettysburg, we took a different road, in 
order to shun our pursuers, as the news of my escape had created general excitement. My three other 
companions, who were captured, were sent to Westminster jail, where they were kept three weeks, and 
afterwards sent to Baltimore and sold for twelve hundred dollars a piece, as I was informed while at the 
tavern in Terrytown.

ReadWorks.org



Wesley Harris: An Account of Escaping Slavery - Comprehension Questions

Name: ___________________________________ Date: _______________

1. What do Wesley Harris and C. Matterson decide to do?

A. run away to Terrytown
B. fight against each other
C. escape from slavery 
D. rebel against their masters

2. The cause of the slaves' discovery by the farmer is the dog barking at them. What is 
an effect of the slaves' discovery?

A. The farmer tells the slaves to hide in his barn.
B. Wesley Harris is mistrustful of the farmer.
C. The slaves are captured and arrested.
D. The slaves run away to the woods and hide.

3. Harris was not sent directly to Westminster jail because he was seriously injured. 
What evidence from the passage best supports this conclusion?

A. "After we were fairly captured, we were taken to Terrytown, which was in sight of 
where we were betrayed."
B. "I had lost so much blood from my wounds, that they concluded my situation was too 
dangerous to admit of being taken further."
C. "I was made a prisoner at a tavern, kept by a man named Fisher. There my wounds 

were dressed, and thirty-two shot were taken from my arm."
D. "Consequently, as my wounds healed, and my senses came to me, I began to plan 

how to make another effort to escape."

4. Why does the black man in Terrytown warn Harris and his companions about the 
danger of the town?

A. He thinks they don't know how to hide.
B. He wants to scare Harris and his companions.
C. He wants Harris's company to take him with them.
D. He doesn't want them to be caught.
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5. What is this passage mostly about?

A. how one man tries to escape from slavery
B. the history of Terrytown, Maryland
C. how four slaves successfully escaped slavery
D. the Underground Railroad in Maryland

6. Read the following sentences: "He then offered friendly advice, talked like a Quaker, 
and urged us to go with him to his barn for protection. After much persuasion, we 
consented to go with him. Soon after putting us in his barn, himself and daughter 
prepared us a nice breakfast."

As used in this sentence, what does "consented" mean?

A. argued 
B. declined
C. agreed
D. shouted

7. Choose the answer that best completes the sentence below.

Harris did not trust the farmer and felt that something was not right. ________, he could 
not fall asleep.

A. On the other hand
B. As a result
C. Finally
D. In particular

8. What happened to Harris's three companions who tried to escape with him?
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9. Explain what the farmer did after telling Harris and his companions to sleep in his 
barn. What is a likely reason why he did this?

10. When Harris and his companions arrive in Terrytown, a black man warns them of 
the "bad character of the place towards colored people, especially those who were 
escaping to freedom." Explain what this means and how Harris's account demonstrates 
the town's bad character.
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These tiny, plastic-munching caterpillars can
clean up our world – but there's a catch

Image 1. The waxworm, researchers discovered in 2017, eats through common types of plastic, including polyethylene, a non-
biodegradable type of plastic that is most commonly used worldwide. Photo: Sam Droege, United States Geological Survey/Wikimedia
Commons. Licensed under CC BY-SA 4.0

A species of caterpillar may provide answers on how to best eradicate plastic waste. Plastic waste is
currently a 300 million-tons-per-year problem.

Researchers discovered the waxworm in 2017. It is seemingly able to eat through common types of
plastic, including polyethylene. Polyethylene is a non-biodegradable type of plastic. It is the most
commonly used plastic worldwide.

"They are voracious feeders during these larval stages," Bryan Cassone told USA TODAY. Cassone
is an associate professor of biology at Brandon University.

Now researchers have offered an explanation. A study was published on March 3 in the open peer-
reviewed journal Proceedings of the Royal Society B. It found that the micro-organisms in the wax
worm's gut help them consume and metabolize plastics.

By Joshua Bote, USA Today, adapted by Newsela staff on 03.19.20
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Level MAX



This article is available at 5 reading levels at https://newsela.com.

Researchers at Brandon University in Manitoba,
Canada, found that waxworms are able to "ingest and
metabolize polyethylene at unprecedented rates." This
is thanks to the micro-organisms in their intestines.

"The caterpillar's gut microbiota seem to play a key
role in the polyethylene biodegradation process," the
researchers wrote.

Researchers found a greater amount of "microbial
abundance" in the caterpillars' guts when they were
ingesting plastic than when they ate a traditional diet
of honeycomb.

In waxworms, polyethylene metabolizes into a glycol. Glycol is biodegradable.

Waxworms are not an end-all solution to plastic waste, however. Wax larvae are pests for bees.
They naturally feed off honeycomb and run the risk of reducing their populations. In turn, they
risk reducing populations of plants and crops.

Further, it remains unclear how the plastic breakdown process works in the waxworm. It is also
unclear how its health is affected by its consumption.

The hope, Cassone said, is that researchers can harness what in the gut bacteria helps caterpillars
so easily break down plastic. That way it can be used to design better ways to eliminate plastic
from the environment.

"We envision harnessing the waxworm and its microbiome to develop approaches that do not
require whole organisms – rather the products or by-products produced from their interactions
that make their ability to break down plastic so efficient," Cassone said.



This article is available at 5 reading levels at https://newsela.com.

Quiz

1 Which sentence from the article would be MOST important to include in a summary of the article?

(A) Plastic waste is currently a 300 million-tons-per-year problem.

(B) Polyethylene is a non-biodegradable type of plastic.

(C) "They are voracious feeders during these larval stages," Bryan Cassone told USA TODAY.

(D) It found that the micro-organisms in the wax worm's gut help them consume and metabolize plastics.

2 Read the following sentence from the article.

"We envision harnessing the waxworm and its microbiome to develop approaches that do not
require whole organisms – rather the products or by-products produced from their interactions
that make their ability to break down plastic so efficient," Cassone said.

How does this detail develop the article’s CENTRAL idea?

(A) It explains what researchers hope to learn from waxworms in the future.

(B) It explains what researchers already know about the plastic breakdown process in waxworms.

(C) It shows that researchers are worried about how waxworms are affected by breaking down plastic.

(D) It shows that researchers are looking for organisms besides waxworms to break down plastic.

3 Which sentence from the article BEST introduces a problem caused by waxworms to the reader?

(A) A species of caterpillar may provide answers on how to best eradicate plastic waste.

(B) Plastic waste is currently a 300 million-tons-per-year problem.

(C) Wax larvae are pests for bees.

(D) It is also unclear how its health is affected by its consumption.

4 What is MOST likely the reason the author included the information about glycol?

(A) to show what makes plastic so hard to break down naturally

(B) to show what the polyethylene turns into once the waxworm digests it

(C) to illustrate how waxworms harm different animal and plant populations

(D) to illustrate the most common type of plastic that ends up as waste



Sailing Into History

Sailing Into History

A British teen becomes the youngest person to sail 
solo across the Atlantic Ocean.
Michael Perham's voyage across the Atlantic Ocean was full of surprises. His journey included shark 
sightings, equipment failure and flying fish that hopped into his boat.

Despite the unexpected events, the teen from Hertfordshire, England, achieved what he had set out 
to do. In January 2007, at age 14, Michael became the youngest person to cross the Atlantic Ocean 
solo, or alone, at the time.

"It feels absolutely fantastic being back on dry land," Michael told BBC News after his journey.

Michael set out on his record-breaking expedition, or trip, in November [2006]. He began his journey 
from Gibraltar, on the southern coast of Spain, aboard his sailboat Cheeky Monkey. With his dad 
following in another boat, Michael completed the 3,500-mile journey, arriving in Antigua, an island in 
the Caribbean Sea.

During his journey at sea, Michael documented, or recorded, his voyage on his blog. One evening he 
watched a school of dolphins leap through waves. His self-steering gear broke once, and on another 
morning a flying fish landed in his lap. "It's an amazingly good feeling when you are on the open sea 
and [there is] no land in sight," he wrote as he watched the sun set near the Cape Verde Islands.

When Michael arrived in Antigua, crowds gathered to congratulate him. "I was surrounded by loads of 
cameras, microphones, and people asking me questions, and, wow, it was unbelievable," he wrote.

ReadWorks.org
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Sailing Into History - Comprehension Questions

Name: ___________________________________ Date: _______________

1. What is the name of Michaels' sailboat?

A. Old Dog
B. Black Cat
C. Grizzly Bear
D. Cheeky Monkey

2. How does the last paragraph in the text support the readers understanding of 
Michael's achievement?

A. providing both the narrator's perspective and Michael's perspective clearly describes 
the importance of Michael's accomplishment
B. the quote from Michael communicates the difficulties he had on his voyage across the 
Atlantic Ocean
C. providing both the narrator's perspective and Michael's perspective allows the reader 

to understand the role Michael's father played in his accomplishment 
D. the quote from Michael communicates his joy in being back on land.

3. Why might the author have started the passage by describing the many surprises 
Michael had on his trip?

A. to make the reader excited to read more
B. because Michael told the author to start the story that way
C. to make sailing sound like a bad idea
D. because the surprises are the most important parts of the story

4. Read the following sentence:

"Despite the unexpected events, the teen from Hertfordshire, England, achieved what 
he had set out to do."

In this sentence the word despite means

A. during
B. even with
C. since
D. because of

ReadWorks.org · © 2020 ReadWorks®, Inc. All rights reserved.



Sailing Into History - Comprehension Questions

5. What is "Sailing Into History" mostly about?

A. Michael became the youngest person to sail across the Atlantic Ocean alone.
B. Michael's father followed him in another boat to help Michael achieve his goal.
C. Many unexpected things happened to Michael on his trip.
D. Michael wrote a blog to document his trip across the Atlantic Ocean.

6. What was Michael doing as he watched the sun set near the Cape Verde Islands?

7. After his journey, Michael told BBC News that it felt "absolutely fantastic to be back 
on dry land." Why might someone who loves to sail feel this way about being back on 
land?

8. The question below is an incomplete sentence. Choose the word that best completes 
the sentence.

________ his journey at sea, Michael documented, or recorded, his voyage on his blog.

A. In spite of
B. Before
C. After
D. During

ReadWorks.org · © 2020 ReadWorks®, Inc. All rights reserved.



Predicting the Future

Predicting the Future
by ReadWorks

Houston, Texas

Garry Golden sits in a small cafe in Brooklyn, New York. In front of him, sheets of paper with 
diagrams litter the table. He rapidly sketches trains, cars and highways as he explains his ideas. 
Garry Golden has one passion: transportation. The science of how to move people from place to 
place fascinates him. He spends his days studying the relationships between cars, subways, and 
trains. But he's most excited about imagining the way these relationships will change in the next 20 
years.

Golden is a futurist. Futurists are scientists who analyze the way the world is today and use that 
information to make predictions about what the world will be like in the future. In this way, they are the 
opposite of historians, who try to better understand the present through studying the past. Futurists 
hope that by making scientific predictions about the future, we can make better decisions today.

Some futurists study the environment. Some study human society. Golden focuses on the study of 
transportation. He earned his graduate degree in Future Studies from the University of Houston. 
Living in Houston for those two years changed the way he viewed transportation in the United States.

Many public transportation advocates dislike Houston. They argue the city is too sprawling (it can 
take more than three hours to drive from one side of the city to the other during rush hour) and that 
there aren't enough buses and subways. However, Houston was a source of inspiration for Golden.

"Houston is a really interesting place, and their transportation is a fascinating story-it's worth 
watching. When you think about it, what is the U.S. like? It's more like Houston. So you need to 
understand how Houston approaches things to understand the country as a whole. New York City is 
the exception," said Golden in an interview with The New York Times.
ReadWorks.org · © 2014 ReadWorks®, Inc. All rights reserved.



Predicting the Future

Golden points out that people in New York City own fewer cars and walk much more than anywhere 
else in the United States. "It's a unique environment," says Golden. "Very different from the rest of the 
country."

However, Golden believes American cities will become more similar to New York City in several ways 
over the next 20 years. He sees a trend toward fewer cars in the future. He explains, "Cities have a 
cost of car ownership that is a challenge. All these vehicles cost the city: in services, in having to 
repair roads and all of the other things." Cars also take up a lot of space. Houston, for example, has 
30 parking spaces for every resident. That's 64.8 million parking spaces in only one city.

Golden points out that having so many parking spaces is inefficient. Much of the time the parking 
spaces sit empty. At high-use times-for example, Saturday afternoon when everyone is running 
errands-every parking space at a shopping center is full. But at 3 a.m. on a Monday, no one is at the 
shopping center. What is the solution? "I think cities are going to start to legislate cars in very new 
ways," says Golden. He explains that cities will make new laws to limit the number of cars people can 
have within city limits. Instead, people will use taxis, subways and buses. New technology, like 
smartphones, can make these forms of public transportation even better.

Buses have the same problem of inefficiency as parking spaces, explains Golden. Sometimes they 
are full, and sometimes they are empty. But imagine if everyone had a smartphone and used them to 
signal when they wanted to ride the bus. Buses could change their route, depending on who wanted 
to ride.

How soon would these changes come? Golden admits that it will take several years. Cities can be 
slow to change. Also, new systems of transportation can be expensive. "But it's coming," he says. 
"The trend of the empowered city will be here soon."

The other trend that excites Golden is electric cars. "We need to reduce the amount of fuel we 
consume," says Golden. "Everyone agrees on this. The question is how to do it." Golden especially 
believes in the future of electric cars that have sensors to understand the world around them. "If we 
have cars that can communicate with one another, they can adjust speeds to eliminate traffic jams," 
he says. Rush hour in Houston would suddenly be much less painful.

One challenge related to the production of electric cars is that it is hard to cheaply produce batteries 
that are strong enough for these cars. This is partially because cars are so heavy. But Golden argues 
you could also make cars out of strong plastic composites. The cars would then be much lighter and 
much cheaper to make. "This could revolutionize the highways," he says. When could electric smart 
cars become the norm? Golden argues as soon as 2030.

As a futurist, Golden shares his predictions with other scholars at conferences across the country. He 
also provides advice to companies that want to know what the future will be like so that they can 
make better strategies. Golden remains optimistic about the future. "There are so many exciting 
developments," he says. "In thirty years we will live a very different world."

ReadWorks.org · © 2014 ReadWorks®, Inc. All rights reserved.



Predicting the Future - Comprehension Questions

Name: ___________________________________ Date: _______________

1. What is Gary Golden's one passion?

A. Houston, Texas
B. the environment
C. human society
D. transportation

2. One problem with electric cars is that they require very strong batteries. Part of the 
reason the batteries have to be so strong is that cars are so heavy. What solution does 
Golden propose for this problem?

A. build cars out of strong plastic composites so that they are lighter
B. find an easier and faster way to produce strong batteries for cars
C. build cars out of lighter weight metals so they don't need as many batteries
D. create a way for cars to communicate with each other and adjust their speeds

3. Cars require a lot of space in cities. What evidence from the passage best supports 
this conclusion?

A. Cities have to build parking spaces and repair roads for cars.
B. Cities may limit the number of cars people can have within the city.
C. In Houston, there are 30 parking spaces for every resident.
D. Parking lots at shopping centers are not full all of the time.

4. Based on Garry Golden's predictions, how can transportation systems of the future 
best be described?

A. expensive and complicated
B. high-tech and efficient
C. high-tech yet impractical
D. inexpensive yet outdated

ReadWorks.org · © 2020 ReadWorks®, Inc. All rights reserved.



Predicting the Future - Comprehension Questions

5. What is this passage mostly about?

A. how one futurist thinks transportation will change in the coming years
B. reasons why cars cost the city money and are an inefficient use of resources
C. how to improve electric cars so that they are more widely used and available
D. a comparison of public transportation systems across the United States

6. Read the following sentences: "Houston, for example, has 30 parking spaces for 
every resident. That's 64.8 million parking spaces in only one city. Golden points out 
that having so many parking spaces is inefficient. Much of the time the parking spaces 
sit empty. At high-use times-for example, Saturday afternoon when everyone is 
running errands-every parking space at a shopping center is full. But at 3 a.m. on a 
Monday, no one is at the shopping center."

As used in this sentence, what does the word "inefficient" most nearly mean?

A. productive without wasting time and materials
B. successful and effective
C. imaginative and creative
D. wasteful of space and materials

7. Choose the answer that best completes the sentence below.

Historians study the past in order to better understand the present. ___________, 
futurists analyze the present in order to make scientific predictions about the future.

A. In particular
B. Such as
C. In contrast
D. Ultimately

ReadWorks.org · © 2020 ReadWorks®, Inc. All rights reserved.



Predicting the Future - Comprehension Questions

8. What does Garry Golden spend most of his days studying?

9. Buses are currently inefficient. According to Golden, how could this type of 
transportation be improved?

10. Explain how communications technology (such as smartphones and sensors) could 
help improve transportation in the future. Support your answer using information from 
the passage.

ReadWorks.org · © 2020 ReadWorks®, Inc. All rights reserved.
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Name: ______________________  Class: _________________  Date: _________ ID: A

1

Math 7 - Fraction Review HW     (#0 a Review 2)

Short Answer

1. 
4
9

 × 3
2

2. 1 1
9

 × 3 2
3

3. 2 4
7

 × 4 1
3

4. 6 ÷ 
4
3

5. 
7
2

 ÷ 
1
7

6. 2 1
2

 ÷ 5 1
6

7. 4 5
9

 ÷ 3 3
8

8. 
3
4

 + 
3
4

9. 
2
3

 + 
1
6

10. 4
1
6

 − 3
3
8

11. 3
4
5

 − 2
1
5

12. 4
1
2

 + 2
1
2

13. 
6
7

 − 
1
2

14. 5
5
7

 + 3
1
7

15. 
9
13

 − 
2
13

16. 
1
9

 + 
3
7

17. 1
4
5

 + 1
1
4

18. 1
1
3

 + 2
5
6

19. Divide:    121.38 ÷ 1.4

20. Multiply:    42.9 × 80.9

21. Subtract:  129 − 17.88 =

22. Add:  456 + 7.43 =
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Name: ______________________  Class: _________________  Date: _________ ID: A

1

Math 7 - Decimal Review  HW    (#0 a Review 1)

1. Multiply:  85 × 11 =

2. Multiply:  24 × 11 =

3. Multiply:  85 × 85 =

4. Multiply:  43 × 47 =

5. Multiply:  121 × 11 =

6. Multiply:  49 × 11 =

7. Multiply:  56 × 54 =

8. Multiply:  1234 × 11 =

9. Multiply:  72 × 78 =

10. Multiply:  41 × 11 =

11. Add:  239 + 0.47 =

12. Divide:    187.6 ÷ 2

13. Subtract:  276 − 7.69 =

14. Subtract:  453 − 12.54 =

15. Multiply:    35.7 × 58.1

16. Divide:    112.1 ÷ 3.8

17. Add:  382 + 19.08 =

18. Divide:    23.04 ÷ 3.2

19. Multiply:    55.8 × 38.3

20. Multiply:    92.5 × 49.5

21. Subtract:  438 − 10.24 =

22. Add:  325 + 3.33 =

23. Subtract:  417 − 12.92 =

24. Multiply:    24.5 × 92.1

25. Add:  447 + 15.65 =

26. Divide:    388.52 ÷ 4.4

27. Divide:    74.46 ÷ 3.4

28. Multiply:    5.3 × 64.2

29. Subtract:  241 − 7.81 =

30. Add:  303 + 18.71 =
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Key Concepts:
� A statistical question is one that 

can be answered by collecting 
data and where there will be 
variability in that data.
¾ Example : How many minutes did 

6th grade math students spend on 
their homework last night?

� A question that is not statistical 
will anticipates a non variable 
answer. 
¾ Example : How long did Emma 

spend on her homework last night?

Identify each question as being statistical or not statistical.

1) Who in your class has the most pets? 5) Who is the tallest in your class? 

2) How many times did you eat a peanut 
butter and jelly sandwich last week? 

6) How many students passed the science 
test? 

3) How many siblings do you have? 7) How many 11th graders have a cell 
phone? 

4) How many siblings does the average 6th

grade student have?
8) How many hours did you sleep last night?



Directions: Identify whether or not each question is statistical. If a question is not statistical, re-write 
it so it becomes a statistical question.

1) How many cities in Maine had more than 30 
inches of snow this past winter?

6) What is your favorite color? 

2) How many vehicles did the nearest 
dealership sell last month?

7) What is the typical distance a student travels 
to get to school?

3) How old are you? 8) Write a statistical question about vehicle 
color. 

4) Write a statistical question about height. 9) What color is your school building?

5) How long did it take those in your class to get 
ready for school this morning?

10) Write a statistical question about sports. 



Directions: Identify and correct each error. 

1) Statistical or not? If not, re-write the question 
so it is statistical. What is the favorite ice 
cream flavor among 6th grade boys? 

2) Describe the error made in #1.
______________________________________________

______________________________________________

What is the correct answer? 

______________________________________________

______________________________________________

3) Statistical or not? If not, re-write the question 
so it is statistical. How tall is your math 
teacher? 

4)  Describe the error made in #3.
______________________________________________

______________________________________________

What is the correct answer? 

______________________________________________

______________________________________________

5) Write a statistical question about animals. 6)  Describe the error made in #5.
______________________________________________

______________________________________________

Write a statistical question about animals. 

______________________________________________

______________________________________________

7) Write a statistical question about children. 8)  Describe the error made in #7.
______________________________________________

______________________________________________

Write a statistical question about children. 

______________________________________________

______________________________________________

Not Statistical.  
“What is your favorite ice 

cream flavor?”

Statistical because we’d 
have to measure her 

height.

What is your favorite kind 
of dog?

How many children are in 
the world?



Key Concepts:
�Mean : The average. Found by 

dividing the sum of the data by 
the number of pieces of data in 
the set. 

�Median : The middle number 
when a set of data is arranged in 
order from least to greatest. 

�Mode : The number that occurs 
the most often in a set of data. 

�Range : The difference between 
the largest and smallest numbers 
in a set of data.

Find the mean, median, and mode of the ages of a the children 
in an after school program : 6, 5, 6, 11, 8, 9, 8, 7, 5, 6, 8

Mean : _________________________ Median : ________________________

Mode : _________________________ Range : _________________________ 



Directions: Find each measure of center.

Find the mean, median, and mode of the test scores : 
80, 65, 95, 80, 100, 50, 70, 90

Mean : _________________________ Median : ________________________

Mode : _________________________ Range : _________________________ 

Which measure of center above is the best representation of the data? Explain.

_______________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________

Find the mean, median, and mode of the temperatures : 
45o, 60o, 29o, 31o, 28o, 32o, 29o, 27o, 55o

Mean : _________________________ Median : ________________________

Mode : _________________________ Range : _________________________ 

Which measure of center above is the best representation of the data? Explain.

_______________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________



Directions: Identify and correct each error. 

Use this set of test scores to answer all questions on this page : 
80, 90, 45, 78, 65, 100, 98, 54, 70, 90

1) What is the mean test score? 2) Describe the error made in #1.
______________________________________________

______________________________________________

What is the correct answer? 

______________________________________________

______________________________________________

3) What is the median test score? 4)  Describe the error made in #3.
______________________________________________

______________________________________________

What is the correct answer? 

______________________________________________

______________________________________________

5) What is the mode and the range 
of the test scores? 

6)  Describe the error made in #5.
______________________________________________

______________________________________________

What is the correct answer? 

______________________________________________

______________________________________________

7) Which measure of central tendency is best 
for representing the test scores?

8)  Describe the error made in #7.
______________________________________________

______________________________________________

What is the correct answer? 

______________________________________________

______________________________________________

80 + 90 + 45 + 78 + 
65 + 100 + 98 + 
54 + 70 + 90 = 

770

65 + 100 = 165
165 ÷ 2 = 82.5

82.5%

Mode = No Mode
Range = 90 – 80 = 10

The range because it 
shows the scores are 

close.



Key Concepts:
� Dot plots are also called line 

plots.
� Dot Plots are graphs that 

show frequency of data on a 
number line.

� Dot Plots are used to 
represent a set of data in 
visual form.

� Number lines should be 
counted in single units.

This table displays the number of students in 20 different 6th grade math classes. 
Create a dot plot with the data. 

18
22
17
25
21

20
19
22
25
18

25
25
18
20
21

20
19
22
25
21



Directions: Use the given dot plots to answer the questions. 

The dot plot shows the results from a 
survey about the number of siblings 
had among a group of students. 
Use it to answer questions 1 – 4. 

1) How many students have 2 siblings? 2) How many students have 4 siblings? 

3) How many students have fewer than 3 
siblings? 

4) How many students have at least two 
siblings? 

The dot plot shows the ages of a 
group students in an art club.
Use it to answer questions 5 – 8. 

5) How many students are 9 years old? 6) How many students are younger than 15? 

7) What is the average age of students in the 
art club? 

8) What is the mode of the ages of students in 
the art club? 

0          1          2          3          4          5

9          10          11          12          13          14



The dot plot shows the results from a 
survey about the number of students
in each 6th grade math class in the 
district. Use it to answer questions 1 – 4. 

1) How many classes have more 
than 20 students?

______________________

2) Identify the error in #1. __________________________________

___________________________________________________________

What is the correct answer?________________________________

3) How many classes have no 
more than 19 students? 

______________________

4) Identify the error in #3. __________________________________

___________________________________________________________

What is the correct answer?________________________________

This table displays the quiz scores (1 – 10) of 16 different students. 
Create a dot plot to display the data. 

5) Were any errors made? Explain and correct if necessary. _____________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________

Directions: Identify and correct each error. 

17          18          19          20          21          22

6
7
8
5

5
6

10
3

9
5
3
7

7
7
5

10

3 5 6 7 9 10

14

4



Key Concepts:
� Histograms are often confused 

for bar graphs
� Histograms display the 

frequency of data in intervals.
� Histograms are used to 

represent a set of data in 
visual form.

� Number lines should be 
labeled in intervals, not single 
units.

This table displays the number of students in 20 different 6th grade math classes.
Create a histogram with the data from the table.

18
22
17
25
21
25
25
18
20
21

20
19
22
25
18
20
19
22
25
21



Directions: Read each problem carefully.

The histogram shows the results from a 
survey about the number of siblings 
had among a group of students. 
Use it to answer questions 1 – 4. 

1) Can you tell how many students have two 
siblings? Explain why or why not.

2) How many students have more than one 
sibling? 

3) What is the average number of siblings? 
Explain.

4) How many students have fewer than six 
siblings? 

Create a histogram with the 
data from the table. 

0 – 1          2 – 3         4 – 5           6+

5

4

3

2

1

Ages of children in a 
childcare center

6

5

3

7

8

5

7

3

3

10

4

6

8

9

11

8

9

3

5

6



Directions: Identify and correct each error. 
The histogram shows the results from a 
survey about the number of students
in each 6th grade math class in the 
district. Use it to answer questions 1 – 4. 

1) How many classes have more 
than 20 students?

______________________

2) Identify the error in #1. __________________________________

___________________________________________________________

What is the correct answer?________________________________

3) How many classes have no 
more than 19 students? 

______________________

4) Identify the error in #3. __________________________________

___________________________________________________________

What is the correct answer?________________________________

This table displays the quiz scores (1 – 10) of 16 different students. 
Create a histogram to display the data. 

5) Were any errors made? Explain and correct if necessary. _____________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________

10 – 14     15 – 19      20 – 24      25 +

25

20

15

10

5

25

10

31 – 40     51 – 60     61 – 70      71 – 80     81 – 90     91 – 100 

4

3

2

1

62
73
84
51

52
65
75
90

91
53
86
73

73
67
35

100



Key Concepts:
� Box plots are a visual way of 

displaying data and show the 
“four quarters” of a set of data. 

� Box plots show the minimum, 
medium and maximum – along 
with the first quartile and third 
quartiles.

� The first quartile is the median of 
the first half of data and the third 
quartile is the median of the 
second half of data.

This table displays the number of students in 20 different 6th grade math classes. 
Create a box plot with the data from the table. 

18
22
17
25
21

20
19
22
25
18

25
25
18
20
21

20
19
22
25
21



The box plot shows the ages of children in a soccer club. Use it to answer questions 1 – 4. 

1) Identify the :

• Minimum ______________

• Maximum ______________

• Median ______________

2) Identify the :

• 1st Quartile ______________

• 3rd Quartile  ______________

3) What is the average age? Explain.
______________________________________________

______________________________________________

______________________________________________

4) Are more students under 7 or over 9? 
Explain. 

______________________________________________

_____________________________________________

_____________________________________________

_____________________________________________

Create a box plot with the data from the table. 

3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16

Ages of children in a childcare center

6
5
3
7
8

5
7
3
3
10

4
6
8
9
11

8
9
3
5
6



Directions: Identify and correct each error. 
The box plot shows the results from a 
survey about the number of students
in each 6th grade math class in the 
district. Use it to answer questions 1 – 4. 

1) What is the median?

______________________
2) Identify the error in #1. __________________________________

___________________________________________________________

What is the correct answer?________________________________

3) What percent of students 
scored above a 90%? 

______________________

4) Identify the error in #3. __________________________________

___________________________________________________________

What is the correct answer?________________________________

This table displays the quiz scores (1 – 10) of 16 different students. 
Create a box plot to display the data. 

5) Were any errors made? Explain and correct if necessary. _____________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________

80 82 84 86 88 90 92 94 96 98 100

90

50%

60
75
85
60

60
65
75
90

90
70
80
70

70
70
65

100

50 55 60 65 70 75 80 85 90 85 100



Factors are : 
Whole numbers that are multiplied 

together to create a product. 

Greatest Common Factor : 
The greatest whole number that is a 

factor of each of the given 

numbers.

Find the GCF by :
• Making a factor tree

• Making a chart 

Directions: Find the greatest common factor among each pair of numbers. 

1)   2 and 4 5)   4 and 10

2)   10 and 15 6)   12 and 15

3)   7 and 14 7)   10 and 20

4)   3 and 15 8)   6 and 20

Key Concepts : 



Directions: Find the GCF of each pair of numbers.

1)   18 and 15 8)   14 and 2

2)   4 and 30 9)   6 and 2

3)   15 and 8 10)   4 and 15

4)   12 and 15 11)   4 and 5

5)   15 and 40 12)   30 and 6

6)   10 and 40 13)   36 and 48

7)   14 and 30 14)   12 and 22



Directions: Identify and correct each error. 

1)  The GCF of 8 and 16 is 2. 6)   The GCF of 2 and 40 is 40.

2)   The GCF of 4 and 3 is 12. 7)   The GCF of 10 and 30 is 3.

3)   The GCF of 5 and 8 is 40. 8)   The GCF of 4 and 2 is 4.

4)   The GCF of 10 and 15 is 5. 9)   The GCF of 12 and 2 is 6.

5)   The GCF of 25 and 40 is 1. 10)   The GCF of 14 and 15 is 2.



Multiples are : 
Numbers that are added to 

themselves.

Least Common Multiple : 
The lowest positive number among 

common multiples.

Find the LCM by :
• Listing out the multiples for each 

given number.

Key Concepts : 

Directions: Find the least common multiple among each pair of numbers. 

1)   5 and 24 5)   40 and 20 

2)   8 and 5 6)   15 and 2

3)   4 and 5 7)   2 and 14

4)  6 and 8 8)   2 and 12



Directions: Find the LCM of each pair of numbers.

1)   5 and 6 8)   2 and 8

2)   3 and 7 9)   11 and 5

3)   6 and 7 10)   11 and 12

4)   20 and 5 11)   10 and 7

5)   4 and 3 12)   9 and 15

6)   20 and 50 13)   6 and 16

7)   10 and 4 14)   15 and 20



Directions: Identify and correct each error. 

1)   The LCM of 8 and 5 is 20. 6)   The LCM of 10 and 20 is 10.

2)   The LCM of 14 and 16 is 4. 7)   The LCM of 4 and 3 is 1.

3)   The LCM of 15 and 8 is 40. 8)   The LCM of 4 and 2 is 2.

4)   The LCM of 2 and 15 is 60. 9)   The LCM of 6 and 2 is 12.

5)   The LCM of 15 and 30 is 45. 10)   The LCM of 4 and 15 is 120.



1) 1,520 ÷ 40 4) 174 ÷ 29

2) 1,268 ÷ 42 5) 512 ÷ 32

3) 355 ÷ 25 6) 1,567 ÷ 21

Dividing multi-digit whole numbers:

E Estimate 
Example:

D Divide

M Multiply 

S Subtract

B Bring Down

R Repeat or Remainder



Directions: Find each quotient. Show your work.

1)  76 ÷ 38 6) 2,374 ÷ 15

2) 1,140 ÷ 30 7) 888 ÷ 37

3) 637 ÷ 18 8) 2,000 ÷ 19 

4) 380 ÷ 40 9) 1,259 ÷ 35 

5) 462 ÷ 33 10) 3,842 ÷ 12 



Directions: Identify and correct each error. 

1) What should the correct answer be? _______________________________

Show your work :

2) What should the correct answer be? _______________________________

Show your work :

3) What should the correct answer be? _______________________________

Show your work :

4) What should the correct answer be? _______________________________

Show your work :

5) What should the correct answer be? _______________________________

Show your work :

15 165
- 15
1
- 0
15
- 15
0

103

32 992
- 64
322
- 320
2

310R2

11 528
- 44
68
- 66
2

46R2

16 304
- 16
14
- 0
144
- 144
0

109

35 850
- 70
15

2R15



1. Line up the decimals.

2. Add the columns from right to left. 

3. Drop the decimal point down into the 

answer.

Incorrect:                   Correct:

1)   46.38 + 43.5 5)   88.4 + 55.28

2)   23.503 + 42.7 6)   67.99 + 20.06

3)   81.81 + 9.72 7)   65.75 + 55.81

4)   20.43 + 9.454 8)   24.65 + 65.234

  

6.74
+3.9  

6.74
+ 3.9

Steps:



Directions: Find each sum. Show your work.

1)   0.543 + 0.454 8)   65.61 + 33.26   

2)   1.43 + 6.15 9)   5.8 + 3.432

3)   9.454 + 0.23 10)   51 + 38.75 

4)   0.745 + 34.2 11)   6.6 + 8.84

5)   3.45 + 9.84 12)   8.654 + 34.54

6)   8.343 + 1.39 13)   7.02 + 1.182

7)   37.59 + 8.88 14)   9.03 + 4.3



Directions: Identify and correct each error. 

1)   5.43 + 45.4 = 99.7 6)   83.04 + 1.539 = 98.43

2)   31.43 + 6.125 = 37.55 7)   43.5 + 4.18 = 4.768

3)   129.4 + 1.23 = 130.6 8)   5.61 + 303.2 = 359.3

4)   9.35 + 3.2 = 9.67 9)   15.8 + 31.2 = 46

5)   43.45 + 0.84 = 127.45 10)   5.1 + 8.72 = 9.23

5.43 

+ 45.4

99.7

83.04 

+ 1.539

98.43

31.43 

+ 6.1

37.55

43.5

+  4.18

4.768

129.4 

+ 1.2

130.6

5.61

+ 303.2

359.3

9.35 

+ 3.2

9.67

15.8

+ 31.2

46.0

43.45

+ 0.84

127.45

5.1

+ 8.72

9.23



1)   46.38 – 43.5 5)   88 – 55.28

2)   23.503 – 2.7 6)   67.99 – 20.6

3)   81.81 – 19.72 7)   65.7 – 55.81

4)   20.43 – 9.454 8)   24.65 – 5.9

1. Line up the decimals.

2. Subtract the columns from right to 

left. 

3. Drop the decimal point down into the 

answer.

Incorrect:                   Correct:

  

7.06
+2.2  

7.06
- 2.2

Steps:



Directions: Find each difference. Show your work.

1)   3.543 – 0.454 8)   65.61 – 33.26   

2)   11.43 – 6.15 9)   5.8 – 3.432

3)   9.454 – 1.23 10)   51 – 38.75 

4)   10.745 – 3.2 11)   9.6 – 8.84

5)   13.45 – 9.84 12)   86.94 – 34.54

6)   8.343 – 1.39 13)   7.02 – 1.182

7)   37.59 – 8.88 14)   9.03 – 4.3



Directions: Identify and correct each error. 

1)   35.43 – 0.454 = 34.984 6)   8.3 – 1.39 = 7.09

2)   10.43 – 0.5 = 5.43 7)   40.59 – 12 = 40.47

3)   45.4 – 8.2 = 53.6 8)   5.61 – 3.2 = 5.29  

4)   40.45 – 32 = 40.13 9)   15.8 – 0.43 = 11.5

5)   20.45 – 9.4 = 19.51 10)   30 – 3.83 = 27.83

35.43

– 0.454

34.984

8.3

– 1.39

7.09

10.43

– 0.5

5.43

40.59

– 12

40.47

45.4

+ 8.2

53.6

5.61

– 3.2

5.29

40.45

– 32

40.13

15.8

– 0.43

11.5

20.45

– 9.4

19.51

30.00

– 3.83

27.83



1. Re-write the problem without the 

decimals.

2. Multiply as you would a normal multi-

digit number. 

3. Count the number of decimal places 

for both factors. Add those numbers 

together and count that number of 

places from right to left in your answer 

to identify where the decimal belongs.

1)   4.8 • 3.5 5)   88 • 5.2

2)   23.5 • 0.7 6)   6.99 • 20.6

3)   8.81 • 1.2 7)   5.7 • 5.11

4)   2.43 • 5.6 8)   4.65 • 5.2

Steps:



Directions: Find each product. Show your work.

1)   3.53 • 0.4 8)   6.1 • 3.26   

2)   1.3 • 6.15 9)   5.8 • 3.4

3)   9.4 • 1.23 10)   51 • 3.5 

4)   10.7 • 3.2 11)   9.6 • 3.4

5)   13.4 • 2.4 12)   8.4 • 3.54

6)   8.34 • 1.3 13)   7.02 • 1.1

7)   3.5 • 8.22 14)   9.03 • 4.3



Directions: Identify and correct each error. 

1)   3.53 • 0.4 = 14.12 6)   8.34 • 1.3 = 108.42

2)   1.3 • 6.15 = 79.95 7)   3.5 • 8.22 = 2.877

3)   9.4 • 1.23 = 11.28 8)   6.1 • 3.26 = 198.86

4)   10.7 • 3.2 = 342.4 9)   5.8 • 3.4 = 1.972

5)   13.4 • 2.4 = 3.216 10)   4.1 • 2.5 = 10.25



Whole Number Divisor: 
• Divide without worrying about the decimal.

• Place the decimal point up in the answer 

lined up with the decimal point in the 

dividend. 

Decimal Divisor: 
• Make the divisor a whole number by moving 

the decimal point to the right. Move the 

decimal point in the dividend the same 

number of places right. 

• Divide without worrying about the decimal.

• Place the decimal point up in the answer 

lined up with the decimal point in the 

dividend. 

1)   15.84 ÷ 8 5)   9.13 ÷ 0.1

2)   83.1 ÷ 5 6)   1.92 ÷ 0.3

3)   21.28 ÷ 4 7)   6.9 ÷ 1.5

4)   58.4 ÷ 8 8)   4.26 ÷ 0.6

Key Concepts:



Directions: Find each quotient. Show your work.

1)   62.3 ÷ 7 8)   1.28 ÷ 0.4

2)   21.6 ÷ 6 9)   3.96 ÷ 0.9

3)   22.4 ÷ 7 10)   38.5 ÷ 0.5

4)   9.2 ÷ 4 11)   22.42 ÷ 0.2 

5)   23.5 ÷ 5 12)   42.24 ÷ 0.03

6)   3.6 ÷ 2 13)   3.67 ÷ 0.1

7)   41.6 ÷ 8 14)   9.205 ÷ 3.5



Directions: Identify and correct each error. 

1)   83.1 ÷ 5 = 166.2 6)   9.13 ÷ 0.1 = 913

2)   19.5 ÷ 3 = 65 7)   18.63 ÷ 0.3 = 6.21

3)   2.48 ÷ 4 = 6.2 8)   10.2 ÷ 0.05 = 20.4

4)   15.84 ÷ 6 = 26.4 9)   8.9 ÷ 1.4 = 6.38

5)   147.6 ÷ 2 = 738 10)   0.15 ÷ 1.5 = 10



• Read each problem carefully to 

determine which operation is 

needed. 

• Some Key Words : 

• Addition – total, sum, in all, 

combined, etc.

• Subtraction – fewer, how many 

more, left, less than, etc.

• Division – each, quotient, per, 

out of, into, etc.

• Multiplication – each, rate, 

product, area, of, etc.

Directions: Circle the word(s) in each problem that signals the operation. Solve.

1) Andrew is 12.8 years old. He is 1.2 

years older than Mia. How old is 

Mia?

4) CJ has $4.63 on his lunch account. 

He spends $1.97 today. How much 

does he have left? 

2) You buy 2.3 pounds of apples for 

$1.43 per pound. How much do 

you spend? 

5) Maria is cutting a 128.5 inch long 

piece of fabric into 4.5 inch 

sections. How many sections will 

she have? 

3) Meri paid $19.24 for 10.5 gallons of 

gas. What was the cost of one 

gallon?

6) You and four friends split the cost of 

an $80.20 dinner. How much did 

each person pay?

Tips and Tricks:



Directions: Read each problem carefully. Show your work.

1) Watermelons cost $1.23 per pound. You pick 

up a 4.3 pound watermelon. How much do 

you pay?

6) Jake runs 2.6 miles a day for 7 days. How 

many miles has he completed by the end of 

the week?

2) Nina is making curtains. She has 3.75 yards of 

fabric that needs to be cut into four equal 

sections. How long will one section be? 

7) A cookie recipe calls for 2.5 cups of sugar. 

You only have 1.8 cups. How much more 

sugar do you need?

3) Aaron finished a sprint in 28.5 seconds. Erik 

finished in 29.2 seconds. How much faster 

was Aaron?

8) Bernice made 5.01 pounds of mashed 

potatoes for a holiday. Her family ate 2.3 

pounds. The next day, they ate another 1.9 

pounds. How much is left? 

4) Hakeem bought 8 cans of corn for $0.85 

each. How much does he pay? 

9) Rachel is mixing up juice. She needs 1.6 tsps. 

of sugar for one serving. How much sugar is 

needed for 2.5 servings? 

5) Gabriella bought 12 feet of ribbon for $0.75 

per yard. How much did she pay? 

10) Four friends split the cost of a $45.84 trip to 

the movies. How much does each friend 

pay? 



Directions: Identify and correct each error. 

1) Rachelle is buying food for a party. She picks up strawberries for $4.99, a watermelon for $7.32 

and blueberries for $9. How much does she spend on fruit?                     

4.99 + 7.32 + 0.09 = Rachelle spends $12.40 on fruit.

2) Henry bought 8 DVDs for $19.99 each. How much does Henry spend on the DVDs?                  

8 + 19.99 = Henry spends $27.99

3) Brit ran 3.5 miles in 25.5 minutes. What was her average pace per mile?                                    

3.5 y 25.5 = 89.25 minutes

4) Naomi went shopping using a $50 gift card. She purchased a shirt for $14.76, a purse for $9.88 

and a book for $10.06. How much is left on her gift card?                                  

14.76 + 9.88 + 10.06 = $34.70




