
Reader’s Notebook 
Draw a picture of yourself reading below and write your name on the line. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Name:_____________________________________ 



Reader’s Notebook Guidelines 
 

1. Read books you love.  

2. Think about your books. 

3. Talk about your thinking with someone in your family. 

4. Draw and write about your thinking. 

5. Do your best work! 

 
 
 



Discussion Points Before Your Child Reads 
Before your child starts reading/listening to each book, consider discussing the genre or 

classification of the text.  By identifying key characteristics, this helps young children set their 
intention/purpose of their reading.   

Fiction  Nonfiction 
 
Discuss Elements of Fiction/Literature Text: 
*The author tells you a story. 
*Is pretend,  “fake”, and often has illustrations. 
*Sometimes teaches you a lesson. 
 
 
Think: What is going to happen? 
 
Think: What KIND of fiction is this?  (Ex: Fairy Tale, 
Fantasy, Realistic, Folk Tale, Mystery) How do you 
know? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Discuss Elements of Nonfiction/Informational Text: 
*The author teaches you facts about a particular topic. 
*Has real content and often photographs. 
*Often includes features of text to highlight main ideas, 
important vocabulary & key facts. 
 
Think: What am I going to learn? 
 
Think: What KIND of nonfiction is this? (Ex: Biography, 
Autobiography, Persuasive, How To, Narrative, 
Expository, etc.) How do you know? 
 
 
What features of text can you find? 
-Table of Contents       -Photographs 
-Captions                      -Glossary 
-Index         -Label        -Diagrams         -Maps 

 
Format: You can also discuss what format the text is written in.  Is it a picture book, chapter book or graphic novel?  It is a 
poem? Is it a short story or article? 



 
Discussion Points After Your Child Reads 

After your child finishes reading /listening to each book, consider discussing the questions below. 
This will help enhance your child’s comprehension of the text, and clarify his/her thinking. 

Fiction  Nonfiction 
 
Discuss Elements of Fiction/Literature Text: 
 
Using the text for support, encourage your child to 
retell the story using character names and story 
vocabulary.  Make sure to include the title of the 
story, the beginning, the middle and the end. 
 
 
 
 

 
Discuss Elements of Nonfiction/Informational Text: 
 
Using the text for support, encourage your child to 
recall the important facts in the story.  Encourage 
her/him to notice how the headings establish main 
topics, the bolded words and glossary identify the key 
vocabulary, and the maps/diagrams/photographs 
often highlight the key facts.  

 
 

Author’s Purpose 
With all texts, you can discuss the Author’s Purpose, or WHY the author wrote this story.  There are 3 main 

purposes: Persuade, Inform or Entertain (or PIE for short!) 
 

-PERSUADE- The author wants you to do something, change your mind, or make you believe something. 
-INFORM-Give you facts or teach you something. 
-ENTERTAIN-Make you enjoy what you are reading. 
 



Writing Options After Reading Fiction 
(After your child reads or you read a Fiction text to him/her, pick the category that best fits your reader.) 

For Emerging Readers 
(This reader is working on recognizing sight 
words, learning decoding strategies, and 
working on understanding stories.) 

For Growing Readers 
(This reader is able to use multiple decoding 
strategies, can explain simple stories, and 
knows many words automatically.) 

For Fluent Readers 
(This reader can fluently read and 
understand complex stories, and 
knows most words automatically.) 

*Draw and label the main 
characters. 
*Draw and label the setting, (ie: 
where & when the story takes 
place). 
*Draw and label the problem. 
*Draw and label the solution. 
*Draw the beginning, the middle 
and the end of the story. 
*Redesign the front cover. 
*Write and draw about your 
favorite part. 
*Write and draw a new ending. 
*Write and draw any connections 
you made while reading, (ex: 
another book, something about 
you.) 
*Or, if you don’t feel like writing, can 
you act out this story? 
 
*YOU PICK! (aka Design your own!) 

*Write 3-5 sentences about what 
happened in the story.  Draw a 
picture to go with it. 
*Draw a portrait of your favorite 
character.  Label it with character 
traits (adjectives describing 
appearance, behavior, action, etc), 
supported by this text. 
*Write what happens after the story 
ends. 
*Design a cover for the next book of 
this series. 
*Draw three pictures of the main 
character- one for beginning, one for 
middle and one for end.  Write how 
s/he changed during the plot. 
*Or, if you don’t feel like writing, can 
you act out this story? Can you use 
different voices for different 
characters, emotions or moods? 
 
*YOU PICK! 
 

*Compare this book to 
another book in the same 
genre.  Write how they are 
similar and how they are 
different. 
*Create a one page 
advertisement, 
encouraging people to 
read this text.   
*Write a 3 paragraph 
summary of this book. 
*Create a poem describing 
the story, main character, 
setting, etc.. 
*Write a prequel or sequel. 
 
*YOU PICK! 



 
Writing Options After Reading Nonfiction 

(After your child reads or you read a nonfiction text to him/her, pick the category that best fits your reader.) 

 
For Emerging Readers 

(This reader is working on recognizing 
sight words, learning decoding 
strategies, and working on 
understanding stories.) 

For Growing Readers 
(This reader is able to use multiple 
decoding strategies, can explain simple 
stories, and knows many words 
automatically.) 

For Fluent Readers 
(This reader can fluently read and 
understand complex stories, and 
knows most words automatically.) 

*Pick 2 facts you learned and 
draw them.  Label them with 
any story vocabulary you 
learned. 
 
*Go on a “Scavenger Hunt” for 
Features of Text, such as any 
labels, index, photographs, 
glossary, maps or captions in 
the text.  Draw your own 
feature of text based on the 
same topic. 
 
*Draw three vocabulary key 
words and label them. 
 
*YOU PICK! 
 
 

*Draw a schematic web with the 
main topic in the middle.  Find 3 
or 4 key facts/topics and label 
them in the smaller circles.  Ex: 

 
 
*Build a T chart with 2 columns. 
On one side, write “Important 
Facts” as the title and on the 
other, write “Interesting Facts” 
as the title.  Fill in, using the text 
to support. 
 
*YOU PICK! 

*Create a graphic organizer 
with the main idea, 3-4 key 
topics and important facts to 
support each topic.  Ex: 

 
*Write a paragraph 
discussing the author’s 
purpose of the text.  (Refer 
back 2 pages for the 
definition.)  Do you think this 
information is important? 
Why or why not? 
 
*YOU PICK! 



Other Ways to Respond to Text  
Here are other options, besides writing, of responding to a text.  These could work for most genres. 

Dress Up 
 

Embody the main character. 
Act out his/her characteristics, 
what his/her voice might sound 
like, and any dialogue from the 
book.  If possible, add/make a 
few accessories and dress up 

like the character! 

Build the Setting 
 

Using Legos, clay, Model Magic, 
recyclables or any other 

material you can find, build a 
small scale model of the 

setting, or a diarama! 

Sing A Song 
 

Using a familiar tune (such as 
Twinkle, Twinkle), change the 
lyrics so it matches the story 

plotline, one of the characters, 
or explains some of the key 

facts you learned. 

Game Time! 
 

Using a familiar board game as 
the basis, create new cards with 
either questions about the book 
or key vocabulary words.  If it is 

a beginning text, write down 
words from the text 2 times 

each and play Memory. 

You Pick!  
 

Kids are so creative. 
Encourage them to generate 

their own idea. 

Act it Out 
 

Like the theater?  Pretend you 
are one of the characters and a 
family member is another.  Can 

you act out the story? 

Research 
If you found something really 
interesting about the topic, or 
like the author or genre, look it 
up on the web or visit a library 
to learn more!  Remember to 

search online with an adult so it 
is safe.  

Flashlight Reading 
Turn off the lights and read the 

story in the dark, with only a 
flashlight to see.  For extra fun, 
make a tent out of sheets and 

read the book in a spooky 
voice! 

Paper Airplane 
On one side of a piece of 

paper, write down either what 
you liked about the story or 
what you learned from the 

story.  Fold it up into a paper 
airplane and let it fly! 



 
Title:__________________________________________________ 

 
Genre:____________________________  Author:___________________________ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Title:__________________________________________________ 

 
Genre: _______________________________Author:____________________ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


