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Dear Coyote Family, 

 

First and foremost, we hope you are staying healthy and safe during this unprecedented time -- following 

necessary protocols to protect yourselves from COVID-19 (staying home as much as possible, washing hands for 20 

seconds, maintaining 6 feet distance from others, etc.).  That is our collective number one priority right now.  

 

We also are concerned for people’s social/emotional well-being.  This type of isolation, coupled with so many 

unknown’s -- family financial considerations, educational considerations, future plans, graduation, etc. -- can begin 

to feel overwhelming.  We hope this communication and more frequent communications during this time will help 

ease your concerns. 

 

One way we are trying to help in this area is by asking our staff to make calls to our students to check in on them -- 

see how they are doing -- and remain connected during this time apart.  Since we are all out of the building, 

teachers are using their personal cell phones and may choose to block their number.  If you see “Restricted 

Number” come up on your caller ID, please know it is your AC teacher calling to check in on you, so please don’t 

screen the call -- answer it!  We want to know how you and your family are doing. 

 

A friendly reminder -- we will continue to deliver food/pick-up on Tuesdays and Fridays FOR ALL STUDENTS under 

the age of 18 on April 7th.  Even if you do not need the food, please pick some up and give it to someone who 

does!  We are here to help. When Coyotes help Coyotes, it’s a beautiful thing. 

 

Many questions have been brought forth to teachers who have spoken to students/parents, and we’d like to 

address them here.  Please know that some of these questions we are still unable to answer as we are waiting to 

hear from the state level. 

 

Is there going to be a graduation? 

As of today, RCAPS is postponing the graduation ceremony but have not cancelled it.  Ferris State University, 

where the ceremony was scheduled to be held, is currently closed, and more than likely will be for the foreseeable 

future.  We need to wait and see how long the stay at home order will be in place (it could be extended), as well 

we are waiting on guidance from the state as to how to award credits during this unprecedented time, should we 

not return this year.  Once these items become clearer, the administrative team, along with the senior class 

advisors, will make decisions and will communicate them  promptly through our website and social media. 

 

What is the status of the Seniors Jostens Orders?  Will there be refunds if graduation is cancelled? 

I have confirmed with Mrs. Lenahan that the Jostens orders have been delivered to the high school.  She has 

spoken with our Jostens representative and has a verbal agreement that should the district cancel the ceremony, a 

refund will be given, but we do not have that in writing yet.  Mrs. Lenahan is reaching out today (Friday, March 

27th) to receive this guarantee in writing. 

 

 



How will seniors receive their credits in order to graduate? 

This is an issue every high school in the state (if not the nation) is grappling with right now.  Unfortunately, we do 

not have an answer at this point, but based on Gov. Whitmer’s recent comments (I’m paraphrasing here --  “Don’t 

worry about SAT; don’t worry about graduation.”) the answer will need to come from the state in order for there 

to be consistency across all districts.  I believe we will get direction within the next week as to how schools will deal 

with issuing of credits toward graduation (not the ceremony). 

 

For non-seniors - will students need to come back and complete courses? Take distance learning? 

Again, this will need to come from the state as to how we move forward.  Once we get direction (hopefully, within 

the next week), we will communicate with you our plan moving forward. 

 

What if I need a work permit?  How do I get one? 

We are issuing work permits for essential jobs at this time.  Please email Mrs. Lenahan at 

tlenahan@reedcityschools.org, and she will arrange to get you one.  Once the stay at home order is lifted, we will 

issue work permits for non-essential jobs. 

 

What about the SAT?  Are we still taking it?  Will parents need to pay for it? 

As stated above (Gov. Whitmer: “Don’t worry about the SAT…”), the SAT has been postponed.  This is a state 

mandated test that is also required for college admission.  While the state has applied for a waiver for federal 

accountability testing, we await a plan from the state as to what they are willing to do for college bound families, 

as this is not just a Reed City issue, but a State of Michigan issue.  As soon as we know, we will let you know. 

Again, we hope to hear within the week. 

 

We know this doesn’t answer all of your questions.  Please know that we at RCHS are just as concerned as you 

during this time.  Please know that we want to be with the students -- celebrating their senior year, preparing 

them for state testing, getting all students through this last push at the end of the year.  As we know more, we will 

be updating our new website with information.  Until then, please feel free to email 

mhudson@reedcityschools.org with any questions you have.  We will update the website once we have answers to 

your questions. 

 

Stay Safe, 

 

Matt Hudson Stefanie Shoemaker 

Principal Assistant Principal 
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