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March 18, 2020 
 
Dear BHS Parents, 
I wanted to reach out to you to provide you with an idea of what is going on concerning the rest of the 2019-2020 
school year. 
 
First of all, I wanted to let you know that based on Governor Lujan-Grisham’s speech today, the district has made 
the decision to close public access to all district sites. This decision does not affect the picking up of the grab and 
go breakfasts and lunches at the school sites. This does mean that all other business will need to be handled via 
the phone. We are open Monday-Thursday from 8-3 every day. The governor has also extended the school 
closures through April 10th.  
 
Next, I wanted to discuss how we are handling academics. With everything that is going on concerning the COVID-
19 virus and the need to be flexible, we wanted to make sure that if the school year was to end today that we are 
providing students with an opportunity to earn all credits for the classes in which they are enrolled. We have 
developed a plan of action that we hope will meet this need. 
  
Our top priority is the senior class. Ensuring that the Class of 2020 is on track to graduate is very important to us 
all.  With the help of Ms. Robin Phillips, we are taking this opportunity to review the status of each senior to 
determine the extent to which the student has met graduation requirements for the Class of 2020. There is 
flexibility in the graduation requirements for the Class of 2020. It is important that we all understand the needs of 
each of the students and have, to the extent possible, a plan to help each student complete these requirements 
during the remainder of the school year, both during the closure period (as practicable) and at such time as school 
may resume. We are also concerned about providing the same opportunity to our juniors, sophomores and 
freshmen. We want to make sure that we provide ALL students with the chance to earn the necessary credits. 
  
The plan for BHS students is as follows. Teachers are required to create weekly lessons for ALL classes. If students 
complete these lessons, they will be graded in a timely manner and entered into PowerSchool in a timely manner. 
We are asking that students send completed work to their teacher via email. The grade the student receives on the 
lesson will count as extra credit. This means that failure to do the assignment or earn a high grade on the 
assignment cannot lower a student’s current grade. Because the assignment is classified as extra credit, the grade 
earned on an assignment can only help the student’s grade. 
  
By treating assignments in this manner for the time being, students will have the opportunity to bring up a failing 
grade and in turn be able to earn credit for the class if the school year was not to resume. This will also provide 
students with the opportunity to raise a grade they are not satisfied with. 
  
We are currently working on distributing the lesson packets to students who do not have the ability to access them 
electronically. We plan to utilize the food delivery via our school buses to deliver the lessons. We will be calling 
those students who have been identified as needing the service to finalize the plan. Should the current situation 
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change, we will provide additional information. Our commitment is to provide reasonable flexibility in the interest 
of doing what is right for students.  
 
Our teachers are contacting students at least once a week. This is your student’s ESP teacher. It is not possible for 
our teachers to contact each and every one of their students, so we are having one of their teachers make contact. 
Any questions and concerns will then be sent to the appropriate person. All lessons developed by the teachers are 
being posted on the Belen High School website which can be found at the following address: 
https://www.beleneagles.org/o/bhs At this site you can access the lessons by accessing the menu. You will then 
select the documents option. You will then see a folder titled “School Closure Assignments”. Click on the folder and 
you will see various folders that you can access to find your student’s assignments. Teachers are working 
constantly to provide lessons for the students. As new work is generated, it will be posted. Please check the 
website often for updates.  
 
By using the Menu option, you can also access the list of staff members. This will allow you to find a staff 
member’s email address, so you can make contact directly with specific staff members.  
 
The closure of schools is also affecting many extracurricular activities. As of now all spring sports have been 
postponed. The New Mexico Activities Association is planning on meeting on April 1st to determine what the next 
steps for spring sports will be. All other activities have also been postponed or canceled. I know our seniors are 
concerned about the fate of the International Festival. The festival has been canceled. Students will receive credit 
for the assignments, but the festival will not take place. Prom has also been postponed for now. We do not know 
at this time if/when it will be held. It all depends on what protocols are put in place by the governor. This holds 
true for all other activities such as performances and field trips. I encourage you to reach out to the activity 
sponsor/director to find out information about specific events.  
 
Another question many senior parents have concerns graduation and all associated activities. As of now, the plan 
is to hold graduation as planned. There have not been any changes made as of this time. The same holds true with 
the Senior Banquet, Senior Recognition, and the robing ceremony. Please understand that graduation plans can 
change at any minute based on current events. We will do our best to keep you all informed.  
 
I hope that I have answered many of the questions you may have at this time. You can always reach out to us if any 
questions or concerns arise. Our goal is to continue to provide an education to your student until they are able to 
return to school. To those of you who are reading the Spanish version of this letter, I apologize for any mistakes. I 
wanted to get this information to you quickly, so I used a computer program to translate the letter. We will work 
to get a more concise Spanish version out tomorrow. 
 

 
Sincerely,  

Lawrence A. Sanchez 

Principal Belen High School 
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