
March 27, 2020 

Parents, Guardians and Community of Carlsbad,  

  

The Governor has made the decision to close school buildings to students for the remainder of 

the year.   We know that parents and guardians have many questions and concerns regarding this 

order and the impact on their children.  

 

First, we will continue to feed students and the current protocol will remain in place.  We may 

need to transition to the summer feeding program and will be determining that over the next 

week.   

 

We have to develop a Continuous Learning Plan for the remainder of the year and submit it to 

the Public Education Department by April 6, 2020.  We will share that plan with the community 

as soon as it is complete and we are ready to deploy it.  We began planning for the possibility of 

an extended school closure before Spring Break; however, there is still a lot of planning and 

heavy lifting to be done to develop and implement our plan. 

 

Our plan will prioritize seniors first as we have to ensure that they graduate in these most 

challenging times.  The week before Spring Break, I asked for a plan for an alternative 

graduation date.  Currently the plan is to hold a graduation in July with the prayer that we will 

not have to delay graduation even more.  I have fielded several questions about Prom and we will 

be exploring ways to hold that event when it is safe to do so.  We have reached out to the Class 

Act group in regards to this annual community celebration of graduation.  The group has every 

intention of holding Class Act when graduation occurs. 

 

The Governor’s school building closure announcement focuses strongly, but not entirely on 

transitioning to an online learning environment.  Work on a digital learning plan began before 

Spring Break and includes the process of issuing devices to students who need them.  You can 

expect an announcement of our device deployment protocol early next week.  We are reaching 

out to internet providers to determine what is available to staff and families who are not able to 

access the internet. We will provide that information to families and staff when it is available. 

We will also be providing training to staff on delivering instruction in a distance-learning 

environment over the next two weeks. 

 

Expect regular and frequent communication as we develop and implement our educational 

plan.  What will be required of us now is flexibility and adaptability at levels far beyond what is 

normal.  I have no doubt that collectively we will rise to this challenge and meet it with courage, 

empathy, persistence and a sense of humor.  Our children and our community need it and with 

God's help, we will meet those needs. 

 

Respectfully, 

Gerry Washburn 

Superintendent Carlsbad Municipal Schools 

  
 


