
MINUTES OF SCHOOL BOARD MEETING 
Tuesday, March 24, 2020 

 
 

A regular meeting of the Fairmont Area Schools Board of Education was held on 
Tuesday, March 24, 2020 at 5:00 p.m. via a virtual session due to the COVID – 19 
social distancing mandate.  Members in attendance were Rufus Rodriguez, Nicole 
Green, Dan Brookens, Julie Laue, Mari Myren, and Mike Edman. 
 
A motion was offered by Julie Laue, seconded by Mari Myren, and carried to 
unanimously approve the March 10, 2020 school board meeting minutes. 
 
A motion was offered by Mike Edman, seconded by Mari Myren and carried to 
unanimously approve the March 24, 2020 school board meeting agenda. 
 
Elementary co-principals Michelle Rosen & Andy Traetow provided an update on the 
planning and preparation that’s taking place to prepare for distance learning, which will 
begin on March 30. Much of this week has focused on developing appropriate learning 
standards for this type of education.  Next week’s main focus will be developing the best 
platform for distributing lessons to parents and students while keeping the assignments 
age appropriate.  A board member asked about schools working to maintain a balance 
between lessons that will need to be completed and parental time available to help 
complete lessons.  Principals indicated that teachers will be in touch with students on a 
weekly basis and this is one item that will be discussed. 
 
High School co-principals Tietje and Schmidt indicated they’ve been working with their 
staff to determine how professional development strategies can best be incorporated 
into an e-learning format.  They shared a hyperdoc that will be available electronically to 
all students.  The hyperdoc will detail a variety of information, including complete lesson 
instructions for specific courses and details about how to get individual help if needed.  
The principals addressed the issue of students having Internet access at home.  At this 
point there is a very small percentage of students who will need paper/pencil lessons 
due to lack of Internet, and principals are hoping that situation may be remedied for 
those few students. 
 
Director of Curriculum, Instruction and Research Kim Niss indicated she’s also been 
working closely with teachers to provide them the best curriculum resources / tools to be 
used for distance learning. 
 
All principals applauded teachers for their outstanding effort to ensure a successful 
distance learning plan is in place on March 30. 
 
Superintendent’s Report 
 

 Superintendent Brown shared student enrollment data, indicating we are down 1 at 
the elementary and 3 at the high school since last month.   In light of the COVID-19 
school closure, Mr. Brown expects enrollment to remain steady from now until the 
end of the year.  

 



A resolution was introduced by Dan Brookens, seconded by Julie Laue, and adopted on 
a unanimous roll call vote to accept a $5,000 donation from CHS for the district’s food 
service Angel Fund Account. 
 
Business Manager Chris Muhvich presented the financial reports. 
 
A motion was offered by Julie Laue, seconded by Mari Myren and carried to 
unanimously approve the wire transfers for 2/21/20 – 3/19/20, payment of the March 24, 
2020 bills and the February, 2020 budget model. 
 
A motion was offered by Dan Brookens, seconded by Nicole Green, and carried to 
unanimously approve the bid from WTI for completion of the 2020 partial roof 
restoration at Fairmont High School at a base bid of $253,129. 
 
A motion was offered by Julie Laue, seconded by Nicole Green and carried to 
unanimously approve an employee medical leave beginning March 23, 2020 and 
extending through May 4, 2020 or per medical recommendation. 
 
Board members reported on the following:  Board / HS Staff meetings of 3/11 & 3/12;  
Operations Committee Meeting of 3/20. 
 
A motion was offered by Dan Brookens, seconded by Mike Edman and carried to 
unanimously approve adjourning the school board meeting at 6:05 p.m. 
 
 
 

___________________________________________ 
Dan Brookens, Clerk 


