
March 29, 2020                                           Saint Thomas the Apostle Church, Elkhart                                 Fifth Sunday of Lent           

There are many who join us each morning as we live stream the Mass on Face-

book.  Others go back to watch the Mass on our parish website or Facebook 

later in the day.  It brings me joy to know that we are connecting in this way, 

while we go through this period of social distancing and separation.  Several 

have expressed their gratitude to me, but please know I am only doing what I 

would normally do—celebrating Mass each day.  Our office staff and music ministers supported this 

idea and helped to make it quickly happen, especially Ann Britzke, Zach and Sara Balogh,                      

Annette Kaczanowski, Kathy Shetterly, and Deacon Jim and Kathy Fuchs.  Also our principal, Chris Ada-

mo,  and Clint McCall, our school technology specialist, have given us tremendous help with tech sup-

port.  They have sacrificially given their time and talent in order to provide this ministry for you.   

 Besides watching the Mass, please use this time for spiritual growth.  Use the resources listed in the 

bulletin the First Sunday of Lent and practice some of the ideas mentioned in last week’s bulletin.       

Being forced to change our routines is often very good because we can examine ourselves and see the 

opportunities we have each day to walk with God that we were missing.  I know that this time is    

providing me with new insights into my vocation and how I can best serve with the time I have        

available.   

 In the weeks ahead we will be reducing the hours that someone is in the church office.  Others are      

adjusting their hours of operation, and this seems to make the most sense.  Monday through Friday we 

will be open from 9am until noon.  Please call ahead if you have a question or need to speak with 

someone.  The person in the office will be responsible for answering the phone, and may not be able to 

answer the door unless they are alerted ahead of time of your arrival. 

 Please remember to support local restaurants and businesses as you are able during this time when 

they are getting fewer customers and sales.  And don’t forget the church has online giving (https://

www.osvonlinegiving.com/1612).   This is an option for those who prefer an alternative to mailing in 

offertory envelopes or bringing envelopes to the church office mailbox.    

 The families who have given us their email addresses will continue to receive weekly updates and       

information.  The weekday and Saturday morning Mass intentions are being offered and celebrated 

each day.  Each Sunday my first obligation is to celebrate the “Missa pro populo” (Latin translation of 

“Mass for the people”).  This is according to Canon 534, paragraph 1 in the Code of Canon Law.  This is 

why every Sunday throughout the year you will see listed in the bulletin and mentioned during the      

petitions at one of the weekend Masses a prayer for “Our Parish”.  As I am not celebrating multiple live 

stream Masses, if you had a Sunday Mass intention, we will work with you to reschedule that Mass to 

an available date according to your wishes.  

 Continued prayers for one another, and for those suffering and experiencing 

loss during this pandemic.        



Contributions from March 22nd, 2020 
  
   RECEIVED BUDGETED 
ADULT (55)    7,261.00    16,264.20 
ONLINE GIVING (83)  5,933.55 
CHILDREN                                         1.00   20.00 
OTHER         76.00      849.06 
  13,271.55    17,133.26 
 
BUILDING & MAINTENANCE                                                                  11.00 
SCHOOL TUITION ASSISTANCE               271.00  
SCHOOL COLLECTION ENV.                      69.00 
CAPITAL IMPROVEMENT                             31.00 

Sign up for online giving on our website: 
www.stthomaselkhart.com. It is so easy to have your dona-

tion automatically given to your parish.  
Please include your envelope number with your online 
giving registration to ensure proper assignment of your 

Prayer from Saint Alphonsus Liguori to 
make a “spiritual communion” 

 
My Jesus, I believe that you are present 
in the Most Holy Sacrament. I love you 
above all things and I desire to receive 
You into my soul. Since I cannot at this 

moment receive You 
sacramentally, come at least into my 

heart. I embrace You as if you were    al-
ready there and 

unite myself wholly to You. Never       
permit me to be separated from You. 

Amen. 

LENTEN RESOURCES 
https://dynamiccatholic.com/best-lent-ever    
https://formed.org/lent    
https://www.kofc.org/into-the-breach.html  
https://dailycatholicgospel.com/lent-reflections-

CHURCH APP 
St. Thomas the Apostle Church has its 
own app. This app provides quick and 
easy access to the information on our 
church website as well as to our bulle-
tins which are being published online. 
Search the app store for "St. Thomas 
Church and School, IN" and look for 
our burgundy and gold logo.  

ONE BREAD, ONE BODY BOOKLETS 
 

Booklets starting April 1st have arrived and are  
available in the church gathering space. 



March 29:  Ethan Bryant, Lynette Disberry, Emily Osowski 
March 30:  Lucille Izak, Kendall Kuehne, Kerry Lawson, Jayden Wingard 
March 31:  Kenneth Zmudzinski 
April 1:  Juan Pablo Betancourt Pacheco, Carol Freshour, Hannah Quinn, 
Urs Von Holzen, Brett Wilson 
April 2:  Jeanne Bowen, John Ciba, Molly Nickell, Angelica Torres 
April 3:  Abigail Burggraf, Yuliana Gonzalez Calderon, Terri Liponoga,  
Nathanial Romo, Isabella Spring 
April 4:  Concetta Eppers, Gary Jorgensen, Patricia Rivero, Kaden Schuetz 
April 5: 

 
 
 
 
Sunday, March 29th,   Fifth Sunday of Lent 
    9:00a.m. The Parish  
Monday, March  30th, Lenten Weekday 
    7:00a.m. Kassandra Hennessey by Lourdes Acciani  
Tuesday, March 31st,  Lenten Weekday  
 5:30p.m.           Sarah Alosaimi by Lourdes Acciani   
Wednesday, April 1st,  Lenten Weekday  
   8:15a.m.   Natalie Kluemper 
Thursday, April 2nd,  Saint Francis of Paola, Hermit 
   7:00a.m. Hilde Antonelli by Peter & Kathleen Dotlich  
Friday, April 3rd, Lenten Weekday  
  8:15a.m. Leonard Antonelli   
Saturday, April 4th, Saint Isidore 
   8:00a.m. Elaine & Nick Ambrose by Kay & Jack 
Sunday, April 5th, Palm Sunday of the Passion of the Lord 
 9:00a.m.           The Parish  

 
************************************************************ 
Readings for the Week of  March 22nd, 2020 

 
Sunday Ez 37:12-14; Ps 130:1-2, 3-4, 5-6, 7-8; 
 Rom 8:8-11; Jn 11:1-45 or Jn 11:3-7, 17,  
 20-27, 33b-45 
Monday Dn 13:1-9, 15-17, 19-30, 33-62 or  
 Dn 13:41c-62; Ps 23:1-3a, 3b-4, 5, 6; Jn 8:1-11 
Tuesday Nm 21:4-9; Ps 102:2-3, 16-18, 19-21;  
 Jn 8:21-30 
Wednesday Dn 3:14-20, 91-92. 95; Dn 3:52, 53, 54, 55, 56; 
 Jn 8:31-42 
Thursday Gn 17:3-9; Ps 105:4-5, 6-7, 8-9; Jn 8:51-59 
Friday Jer 20:10-13; Ps 18:2-3a, 3bc-4, 5-6, 7; 
 Jn 10:31-42 
Saturday Ez 37:21-28; Jer 31:10, 11-12abcd, 13; 
 Jn 11:45-56 
Sunday Mt 21:1-11; Is 50:4-7; Ps 22:8-9, 17-18, 19-20, 
 23-24; Phil 2:6-11; Mt 26:14—27:66 or 
 Mt 27:11-54 

Norma Royer 
Sandy Richardson 

Linda Hunt 
Shelley Eppers 

Cathy Lytell 
Philip Wiskotoni 
Lois Dusthimer 

Jim Weitz 
Charlie Sonneborn 

Gezo Shapo 
Monica Worthington 

Rosa Santos 
Katherine Pluas 
Elizabeth Rose 

Jerry Lockwood 
Peg Covert 
Lucille Izak 

Rick Newman 
Mary Pulley 

Rocky Freehart 
Matt Snyder 
Ann Brigant 

Max Rockrohr 
Teresa Schultz 

Pauline Williams 
Nancy Peterman  

Nancy Kay  
Charlotte Ronske  

Rick Reige 

Stephen & Steve 
Spretnjak 

Amanda Jasin-Foens 
Muff Klose 

Noreen Jankowski 
Murray & Martha 

McKay 
  Bev Johnson 
Phyllis Flamion 

Andy Pringle 
Karen Feltz 

John Schultz 
Mark Campbell 

Jay Arthur 
Jackie Schafer 
Sharon Long 

Matthew Marks  
Sharon Edsall 

Dorothy Feichtner 
John Sadowey, Sr. 
Camdon Pomson 

Mary Ellen Shamory  
Dana VanPaemel 
Elizabeth Lopez  

John DiPiro  
Carla Mikel  

 Sharon Van Paemel  
Therese Sailor  
Leslie Hicks  

Father Jacob Gall  
 

Please call the  
rectory to update: 

262-1505 
 

If you are home-
bound temporarily or 
long term,  you may 
call the rectory to 
arrange for Holy 

Communion to be 
brought to you. 

Remember in your prayers those parishioners or their family or 
friends who are sick, in the hospital, nursing home, homebound or 

in need of prayers especially:  MASS INTENTIONS 

Prayer for the Fifth Sunday in Lent 
 

Trust Him. Trust that He deeply loves you. 
Trust that He has a plan for you. Trust that 

He is always with you. Trust that His mercy is 
far greater than any sin. Accept His love. Ac-
cept His love that led Him to the Cross. Ac-
cept His love that went through immense 
suffering so that He wouldn’t have to live 

without you. Accept His love from His Sacred 
Heart that beats for you. Turn away from sin. 

Make a commitment today to continue to 
hold fast to your Lenten resolutions. Make a 
commitment to continue to seek Him even 

when it’s hard and when life is busy.  

INFORMATION EMAILS 
The church office is sending out informational emails 
regularly during this Covid-19 crisis. If you are not on 

our email list but would like to be included, call or 
email the office 262-1505 or 
office@stthomaselkhart.com 



 
Friday, April 3rd at 7:00pm Bishop Kevin C. Rhoades has expressed hope that as many 
Catholics as possible will join in meditating on the Stations of the Cross together, as a 
diocese, on the threshold of Holy Week. In this way, and together with all the priests 

and religious of the diocese, this great prayer will be offered for all those suffering dur-
ing the COVID-19 pandemic. Please join us by searching @dioceseFWSB on YouTube or 

watch on the diocesan Facebook page.  

DRIVE UP CONFESSIONS  
Father Jason will be available for "drive up" confession this   Saturday, March 28th, from 11am to 2pm. The 
weather is     expected to be rainy, so he'll be waiting in his garage for parishioners to pull up in their cars. 
Please pull into our "big lot" off Romain (the lot west of Romain) and form a line. When he is ready, Father or 
someone will signal the next in line to drive forward toward his garage door entrance. Please maintain at least a 
6 foot distance from Father, stay in your vehicle and roll down your window to start confession. Knowing this is 
the   sacrament of reconciliation, there should only be one individual per car.  

OFFICE HOURS  
Starting next week, March 30th, the church 
office will be open Monday through Friday 
from 9am to 12:00pm. Please, if at all possi-
ble, call or email the church office before 
coming over 262-1505 or 
office@stthomaselkhart.com. Most business 
can be handled over the phone or through 
email at this time. Offertory envelopes can 
safely be placed in the mailbox on the door or 
mailed from your home to the church. This 
change was made for the safety of our parish-
ioners and staff.  

MASS INTENTIONS 
As you know, Father Jason is saying Mass each day: Monday 

through Saturday at 8:15am and Sunday at 9:00am, live 
streamed on Facebook. The weekday and Saturday morning 
Mass intentions are being offered and celebrated on their 

scheduled day as planned. On Sundays, Father is required by 
Canon Law to say a "Mass for the people", so the Sunday 

Mass intentions will be for "The Parish" until the suspension 
of public Mass is lifted. Because Father is not celebrating 

multiple Masses, the Mass intentions for the Saturday 
4:30pm Mass and Sunday morning Masses will be resched-

uled to dates later in the year. It is difficult to know how long 
the suspension will last, so we will start rescheduling those 

Masses once Father is celebrating public Masses at the    
normally scheduled times.  



FORMED & LIGHTHOUSE KIOSK 
Many of us have some extra time at home right now. We encourage you to investigate Formed.org for some 

wonderful books, movies, and studies about our Catholic faith. In addition, the Lighthouse kiosk in the gathering 
space is fully stocked with books, information pamphlets and CDs for purchase. We hope you will use these won-

derful resources to enrich your faith during this Lenten season and beyond.  

FORMED RESOURCES FOR FAMILIES  

ACCIDENTAL ACTIVIST—MOVIE 
Ted and Lynn Murphy lead a simple suburban life. They have three 
wonderful children, their own small business, and good relationships 
with friends and neighbors. But that life is turned upside down when 
Ted signs a petition advocating traditional marriage. It is a small act 
of civic duty in his mind, but to others in their community it seems 
like an act of heartless bigotry. Ted and his wife become the focus of 
local protect that threatens not only to destroy their business but to 
suffocate their religious freedom as well. Is it enough for a Christian 
man to mind his own business and build his happy life, even when 
controversy is thrust upon him? The Murphy’s wrestle with that 
question as a firestorm threatens everything they’ve worked so hard 
to build.  

FREEDOM—MOVIE 
Two men separated by 100 years are united in their search for      
freedom. In 1856 a slave, Samuel Woodward, and his family escape 
from the Monroe Plantation near Richmond, Virginia. A secret net-
work of ordinary people known as the Underground Railroad guide 
the family on their journey north to Canada. They are relentlessly 
pursued by the notorious slave hunter Plimpton. Hunted like a dog 
and haunted by the unthinkable suffering he and his forbears have 
endured,    Samuel is forced to decide between revenge or freedom. 
A hundred years earlier in 1748, John Newton, the captain of a slave 
trader, sails from Africa with a cargo of slaves bound for America. On 
board is Samuel’s great grandfather, whose survival is tied to the 
fate of Captain Newton. The voyage changes Newton’s life forever 
and he creates a legacy that will inspire Samuel and the lives of mil-
lions for generations to come.  

THE BOOK OF SAINTS & HEROS—FOR KIDS & TEENS 
 

The first Christians to visit Europe and the British Isles met pagans who told tales of fairies, 
talking beasts, and other wonderful things. To these marvelous stories, they soon added new 
ones about the Christian saints. Some were true, others improbable, and many simply fan-
tastic. In the ones we include here, you'll meet the saint who spent seven Easters on a 
whale's back and the amiable lion who was St. Jerome's friend. You'll see St. George fight the 
dragon, and you'll read about the fierce wolf St. Francis of Assisi converted. But many of 
these stories have in them scarcely a wave of the fairy wand. So you'll also find here true 
tales of great saints such as St. Louis of France, St. Vincent de Paul, St. Francis Xavier, and St. 
Elizabeth of Hungary—souls marked by courage, kindness, and piety. These marvelous leg-
ends and exciting true stories of Christian saints and heroes will provide many hours of de-
lightful reading to believers and non-believers alike!  


