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MINUTES OF SCHOOL COMMITTEE - March 12, 2020 

 

Present at the meeting were Gina Bae, Megan Douglas, Anna Clancy, Patrick McCrann, 

Michael Messore, Paula Dillon, and Douglas Fiore. Absent was Erika Sevetson. 

 

Ms. Bae called the meeting to order at 9:00 am.  

 

Ms. Bae lead the group in the Pledge of Allegiance  

 

Ms. Bae asked for a motion requesting to add an agenda item which has become 

relevant since the publication of the agenda: COVID 19 update. Dr. Douglas moved and 

Ms. Clancy seconded the motion. The motion passed 4-0 with Ms. Bae, Dr. Douglas, Ms. 

Clancy, and Mr. McCrann voting in the affirmative. 

 

FY21 Budget Update 

 

Mr. Fiore provided the Committee an update of the FY21 Budget regarding the Capital budget. 

When the Town presented their budget to the COA (Committee on Appropriations) the capital 

budget for the Schools was not included. Mr. Fiore explained one of the options would be for 

the District to include the Capital Budget into their budget. He explained that if the District were 

to include the capital budget it would not exceed the 4% cap as long as the baseline budget is 

inclusive of the operating budget and capital budget from last year. 

 

Mr. Fiore also discussed the pending transportation contract. He shared with the Committee 

that the transportation cost for the District has been the lowest cost in the State and even 

though we are expecting an increase the cost should still be lower than the state average. 

 

The Committee discussed the implications of adding the capital back into the School’s budget. 

The Committee discussed getting a clarification from legal counsel and if it is necessary to do 

so now or wait until the COA has made their decision on how they will be presenting the budget 

to the public. Also, the Committee would like clarification on the Town Charter. The Committee 

came to a consensus that Ms. Bae would write a letter to the Town Council asking for 

clarification. 

 

The next meeting of the COA for the School’s budget is March 24, 2020. 

 

COVID 19 

 

Ms. Bae thanked Mr. Messore for all the notifications and updates that he has been sending to 

the staff and community keeping everyone updated regarding COVID-19. 

 

Mr. Messore stated that he had a conference call yesterday afternoon with RIDE (RI 

Department of Education) and other School leadership, as well as listening to a press 



conference with Governor Raimondo and the Department of Health (DOH). The 

recommendation at this time is to not close schools. There will be a meeting tomorrow between 

the Town and School Leadership to discuss how to proceed with the daily operations. The 

District will also be meeting today to develop a plan for the staff and students if any schools 

need to close. Mr. Messore also stated that Denise Flores, Department Head for the School 

Nurse-Teachers, is in constant contact with the Department of Health. 

 

Public Comment 

 

Lisa Daft, 5 Robbins Drive - Ms. Daft is on the Committee on Appropriations. She expressed 

her personal concerns with timing of the removal of the capital budget from the Town budget 

and read from the minutes of a previous COA meeting (in 2015) during which it was discussed 

to include the School’s capital budget with the Town’s, including the rationale. 

 

At 9:50 am. Ms. Bae asked for a motion to adjourn the meeting. Dr. Douglas moved and 

Mr. McCrann seconded the motion. The motion carried 4-0 with Ms. Bae, Dr. Douglas, 

Ms. Clancy, and Mr. McCrann voting in the affirmative. 


