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Minutes of the School Committee Budget Workshop – February 27, 2020 

 

Gina Bae called the meeting to order at 7:02 pm. 

 

Present at the workshop were Gina Bae, Megan Douglas, Erika Sevetson, Patrick Clancy, 

Michael Messore, Douglas Fiore, Paula Dillon, and Kristen Matthis; school principals Joe 

Hurley, Andy Anderson, Jim Callahan, Tracey Learned and Pat Tolento and assistant school 

principal Gino Sangiuliano.  

 

Gina Bae led everyone in the Pledge of Allegiance. 

 

Megan Douglas moved and Erika Sevetson seconded a motion to move the School 

Committee business section to after the Social Emotional Well-being Work Shops. The 

motion passed 4-0 with Ms. Bae, Dr. Douglas, Ms. Sevetson, and Mr. McCrann voting in 

the affirmative.  

 

Those present broke into small groups with the K-3 principals at one table and the 4-5 assistant 

principal and BMS and BHS principals at the other table.  

 

The principals presented their school goals related to the Social Emotional Well-being pillar of 

the strategic plan, including progress with RULER, responsive classroom in the elementary 

schools, and efforts to communicate RULER to families. 

 

Members of the public asked clarifying questions of the administrators related to communication 

and consistency of roll-out of RULER. Some suggestions were made regarding improved 

communication techniques. 

 

School Committee Business 

 

Mr. Fiore briefly presented the updated FY21 budget, although no changes had been made since 

the 2/20/20 workshop. There were some clarifying questions from the committee members.  

 

Ms. Bae asked for a motion to approve the FY21 Budget for submission to the Committee 

on Appropriations. Dr. Douglas moved and Ms. Sevetson seconded. The motion passed 4-0 

with Ms. Bae, Dr. Douglas, Ms. Sevetson, and Mr. McCrann voting in the affirmative.  

 



Mr. Messore provided a brief update regarding the school calendar, with a note that the move 

from the Friday before Labor Day to the Wednesday before Thanksgiving has not been 

confirmed by the NEA-B so he adjusted it to represent the current calendar. The committee 

reviewed some recent attendance data from early February 2017-2020 and the week of February 

17-21, 2020. The vote regarding the calendar is scheduled for the next business meeting on 

March 5, 2020. 

 

There was no public comment. 

 

Discussion items: A request for communication regarding coronavirus and potential plans for 

management; our next meeting is a business meeting on March 5, 2020; no additional topics 

were added. 

 

At 9:56 PM, Dr. Douglas moved and Ms. Sevetson seconded a motion to convene in 

executive session under R.I. General Laws 42-46-5(a)(2) to discuss “collective bargaining or 

litigation” and R.I. General Laws 42-46-5(a)(1) to discuss “the job performance, character, 

or physical or mental health of a person.” The motion carried 4-0 with Ms. Bae, Dr. 

Douglas, Ms. Sevetson, and Mr. McCrann voting in the affirmative.  

 

At 10:34 PM, Dr. Douglas moved and Ms. Sevetson seconded a motion to adjourn from 

executive session. The motion carried 4-0 with Ms. Bae, Dr. Douglas, Ms. Sevetson, and Mr. 

McCrann voting in the affirmative. 

 

Ms. Bae announced that no votes were taken and the minutes are sealed. 

 

At 10:34 PM, Dr. Douglas moved and Mr. McCrann seconded a motion to adjourn from 

the regular meeting. The motion carried 4-0 with Ms. Bae, Dr. Douglas, Ms. Sevetson, and 

Mr. McCrann voting in the affirmative. 


