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Part I: Policy/Plan Development Criterion 
 

A.  Process 
 
Policy Development Process 
 
Nye County School District’s (NCSD’s) English Learner (EL) Plan is developed using NCSD 
Policy 5339 and its current plan and supporting documents as a foundation. A committee was 
formed to review/edit and revise the current policy, regulation and plan in order to meet the new 
requirements. The policy is provided in Part II Vision/Purpose/Philosophy Statement of the EL 
Plan which promotes and supports academic language learning for our EL students. The EL 
committee was comprised of EL teachers, an Associate Superintendent, a Principal, an Instructional 
Coach, and a parent. We met several times and followed the process outlined by the English 
Mastery Council. 
Policy 5339R states: 
On an annual basis, prior to June 30, a review and summary of relevant research will be 
completed by the Superintendent/Designee. A committee composed of teachers from all four 
school levels (Pre-Kindergarten, Elementary, Middle and High School), as well as at least two 
administrators and at least one parent of an EL student attending our school district will be 
consulted. Recommended changes to the policy will be forwarded to the Board of Trustees, and 
recommended changes to the regulations will be forwarded to the Superintendent. 
 
NCSD's EL Plan is aligned with the District Performance Plan (DPP). The DPP Team meets 
periodically and is made up of a diverse population of vested stakeholders including: the 
superintendent, a board representative, district leaders, teachers, parents and community 
members. The NCSD DPP addresses the needs of all students enrolled in NCSD and focuses on 
the key areas of: curriculum/instruction, assessment/accountability, and leadership. 
 

Part II: Minimum Component Criteria 
 

A. Vision/Purpose/Philosophy Statement 
B. Statements of Desired Outcomes/Expectations 
C. Definitions of Terms and Acronyms 
D. Associated Documents 

 
 
 
Nye County School District recognizes a significant and dynamic English Learner (EL) population. 
Included in the District’s Basic Philosophy is the commitment to “…meet the specific needs of the 
entire community in relation to the economic and cultural environment…” and to “…provide the 
materials, equipment and instruction of such quality and diversity as to assure each child’s safe 
attainment of the student’s maximum potential…” In keeping with this commitment, the following 
goals and plan have been developed by the District to provide educational services for EL students. 
 
Purpose 
 
The Nye County School District Board of Trustees is committed to ensuring excellence in 
instruction with high expectations for all students, through the implantation of a rigorous and 
relevant curriculum and use of assessments to monitor and measure growth and achievement. 
Further, the Board of Trustees is committed to the maintenance of a positive climate and culture 
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that provides for safe, secure, and nurturing learning environments, the incorporation of parent and 
community partnerships to maximize student success, and to be fiscally responsible in all matters 
in an attempt to maximize each dollar for student success. The following policy, regulation, and 
practices support these commitments. 
 
The Board of Trustees, consistent with the District Performance Plan emphasizes meeting the 
needs to every student. It is vital for English Learner students to receive rigorous, explicit, high- 
quality language instruction while being held to high expectations and standards in order to access 
content areas. 
 
It is the intent of Nye County School District to provide explicit, high-quality language and literacy 
instruction to pupils who are Limited English Proficient. Effective instruction is essential in 
engaging students in both linguistic and academic learning to accomplish the goal of providing 
quality programs for EL students, resulting in increased academic achievement. 
 
NCSD Policy 5339– Limited English Proficiency-English Learners 
 
Vision: The Nye County School District is committed to provide equal educational opportunities to 
students who are designated as English Learners (ELs) by providing an EL program that is aligned 
and integrated within each of the District’s priority goals. Consistent with Nevada and Federal law, 
the District takes action to overcome language barriers that impede equal participation by EL 
students in all of the District’s instructional programs. 
 
Expectations: The Board of Trustees recognizes that explicit emphasis on language and literacy 
instruction is an integral part of effective teaching and learning for EL students and that their 
academic success is a responsibility shared by students, educators, the family and the community. 
It is vital for ELs to receive rigorous, explicit, high-quality language instruction while being held 
to high expectations and standards in order to access content area curriculum, attain proficiency in 
the English language and improve their overall academic achievement and proficiency. 
 
Outcomes: The desired outcomes of the EL program are that every EL student: 
 
• Will graduate from high school college and/or career ready 
• Will acquire full proficiency in English as rapidly and effectively as possible 
• Will meet State standards for academic and language achievement. 
 
Family Outreach: The District will provide opportunities for parents or legal guardians of pupils 
who are limited English proficient to participate in the program [NRS 388.407(2) (d)] and ensure 
proper communication of required information (NCLB 3302). Parents and legal guardians of 
pupils who are limited English proficient will be provided with information regarding other 
programs that are designed to improve the language acquisition and academic achievement and 
proficiency of pupils who are limited English proficient and assist those parents and legal 
guardians in enrolling those pupils in such programs [NRS 388.407(2) (e)]. 
 
Definitions: 
1. EL – This term is used to refer to a student enrolled in school, who is identified and does 

not meet proficiency on a State‐approved language proficiency assessment in accordance with 
Title III of the Elementary and Secondary Education Act (ESEA). 

2. EL Program – The term refers to the District’s method of providing language acquisition 
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services to all of the District’s EL students. 
3. ELPA (English Language Proficiency Assessment) – Nevada’s approved language 

proficiency assessment for students, developed by a State‐approved vendor. 
4. ELD (English Language Development Standards) – Nevada’s State‐approved standards for 

ELs, i.e., World‐class Instructional Design and Assessment (WIDA) standards. 
5. ELAD or TESL Endorsement (English Language Acquisition and Development or 

Teaching English as a Second Language) – refers to an endorsement issued by the State of 
Nevada to certify a teacher is highly qualified to teach ELs. 

6. Monitor Status – The first four years of exit 
 
Reviewed: October 27, 2015 
Adopted: October 13, 1998 
Revised: December 8, 2015 NEPN/NSBA Classification: IHBEA 
Legal Reference: NAC 388.405, NRS 388.405 & 389.011 
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Associated Documents: 
5339R English Language Learners 
 
The Board, under the general direction of the Superintendent/Designee will guide schools in 
implementing and monitoring programs and instruction for ELs. The District will implement and 
monitor programs aligned with the District EL Service Delivery Plan, offering targeted guidance 
and technical assistance, providing staff development opportunities and evaluating programs. 
The Superintendent/Designee will implement reasonable program requirements, including work 
performance standards and workload assignments. 
 
The District will develop an EL Guide for implementing the policy. The EL program provided 
by the District will be: 
 

• Based on sound educational theory; 
• Implemented effectively with sufficient resources; 
• Reviewed and evaluated  annually to  ascertain program efficacy in in  helping  students 

overcome  language barriers; 
• Designed to eliminate gaps in academic achievement and graduation rates; 
• Informed by data in program design, resource allocation and instructional practice annually; and 
• Encouraging to Parent Participation.  

 
Sound Educational Theory 
The EL program will be founded on these sound theoretical and pragmatic principles: 
 

• Language development is a natural progression. 
• Language is viewed as an integrated whole, rather than as a separate skill. 
• Social interactions support and enhance complex language development. 
• Instruction in language takes into account students’ learning styles, academic levels and linguistic 

growth. 
• Listening, speaking, reading, writing and comprehending are integrated. 
• Language learning comes best through a variety of meaningful and challenging activities. 
• Students’ experiential and educational backgrounds will serve as the entry points for learning to 

listen and speak, and to read and write. 
 
Implementation Practices 
The EL program will ensure the proper identification, placement and exit/reclassification of EL 
students through the use of an appropriate assessment so all students have access to effective 
programs and pathways to succeed academically. 
 
The EL program will comply with State policy and guidance for EL student identification, 
placement and exit/reclassification, including use of the Home Language Survey and the State 
designated ELPA screening/placement tests.  
 
Evaluation 
The EL program will provide for the periodic reassessment of each EL student. The EL program 
will comply with State policy and guidance for reassessing EL students, including annual 
reassessment using the ELPA, formative and summative proficiency assessments and evaluation, 
and classroom-based assessments. 
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• Students  who  have  been  identified  as  ELs  will  be  reassessed  annually by  a certified  test 
administrator, using the ELPA assessment instrument. 

• ELs will be evaluated using appropriate and valid data-driven assessments that are aligned with 
federal, State and local standards. 

• Teachers  will  use  a  balanced  assessment  system  using  diagnostic,  formative, interim  and  
summative language, literacy and content area assessments provided by the State and the District. 
 
Elimination of Gaps in Academic Achievement and Graduation Rates 
The EL program will be designed to eliminate any gaps in academic achievement and graduation 
rates between EL students and students who are proficient in English. Data will be properly 
collected and reported in accordance with State and federal guidelines. Teachers will use data 
to drive instruction, employ best teaching practices, use all available resources and continually 
evaluate program effectiveness. 
 
Training will be provided annually to school administrators to assist them in developing schedules 
for students and staff so as to provide equal access for students and effective use of staff resources. 
A culture of collaboration will be built, in which staff from different departments work together 
to meet the needs of EL students. 
 
ELs will have equal access to Advanced Placement classes, dual-credit classes, gifted and 
talented programs, special education programs, 21 Century program and any other programs 
offered by the District, including access to academic content instruction. The District will review 
criterion required for such programs to ensure equitable access   in consideration of individual 
proficiency level. 
 
The EL program will promote the simultaneous delivery of language and literacy development 
and academic content instruction to close the achievement and access gaps, build 21 Century 
skills and capabilities, and achieve parent satisfaction and support. EL students will be provided 
instruction that enables them to attain proficiency in the English language as soon as possible and 
improve their overall academic and linguistic achievement and proficiency. 
 
An effective language acquisition program has two components: (1) direct teaching of speaking, 
listening, reading and writing; and (2) assisting students to succeed within the general curriculum. 
Regular classroom or content area teachers will work cooperatively with a Learning Strategist to 
plan and deliver instruction through consultation, classroom support, or a combination of 
approaches, including sheltered instruction. Content, including texts, assignments and assessments, 
may be adapted to provide access to curriculum within the EL student’s proficiency level. 
 
The EL program will provide professional development at all levels in the District, giving teachers 
and leaders the skills and knowledge they need to support the language acquisition goals of EL 
students. 
 
Once a student has met the exit criterion for the EL program, the student’s progress will be 
monitored by the EL program for four years to ensure independent success. 
 
Analyze Data to Inform Program Design, Resource Allocation and Instructional Practice Annually 
The District will disaggregate the ELPA data for each site. The data will also reflect information 
about ELs with disabilities and ELs who have been identified as EL for five or more years. 
The Program Administrator will meet with the SPP team at each site to review the ELPA data 
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in conjunction with interim and classroom data to ensure that the needs of the EL students will be 
addressed in the SPP. 
 
Annual Review and Possible Revision of Policy and Regulation(s) 
 
On an annual basis, prior to June 30, a review and summary of relevant research will be completed 
by the Superintendent/Designee. A committee composed of teachers from all four school levels 
(Pre-Kindergarten, Elementary, Middle and High School), as well as at least two administrators and 
at least one parent of an EL student attending our school district will be consulted. 
Recommended changes to the policy will be forwarded to the Board of Trustees, and 
recommended changes to the regulations will be forwarded to the Superintendent. 
 
Parent Participation in the EL Program 
 
The District will provide opportunities for parents/legal guardians of EL students to participate 
in the program and will ensure that required information is properly communicated to those 
parents/legal guardians. 
 
Parents will receive notifications as required by federal law and State policy/guidance. Insofar as 
possible, communications will be provided in a language the parent can understand, using such 
tools as translations of important documents and interpreters for conferences and other meetings. 
The District will provide for meaningful community and parent engagement in our schools to 
provide communities and families with the tools to become advocates for their children’s 
educational rights. This includes asking parents of EL students to serve on committees and other 
working groups. 
 
On request, the District will provide parents/legal guardians of EL students with information 
regarding other programs that are designed to improve the language acquisition and academic 
achievement and proficiency of EL pupils and assist parents/legal guardians in enrolling their 
children in those programs. 
 
  References:  NRS 388.405 & 389.011 
  Castañeda v. Pickard 648 F.2d 989 (5th Cir. 1981) 
 
NRS 388.407 
Elementary and Secondary Education Act, Title III Equal Educational Opportunities Act of 1974 
NCSD EL Service Delivery Plan 
Revisions: January 29, 2015 
Effective Date: March 24, 2003 NEPN/NSBA 
Classification: IHBF 
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Part III: Minimum Content Criteria 
 

A. Provide for Identification of EL Student 
 
Identifying EL Students/Home Language Survey/Screening Instrument 
Home Language Survey will be completed and processed during initial registration. When possible, 
the school will provide an interpreter during the registration process. The survey will include the 
following questions: 
 
 What is your child’s first language? (English, Spanish, Other) 
 What language(s) is spoken in the home? (English, Spanish, Other) 
 What language(s) does your child speak with friends? (English, Spanish, Other) 
 I want information from school sent home in (English, Spanish, Both) 
 
If a form indicates a need for a student to be screened for English language proficiency, the school 
registrar will flag the student in the district’s student information system (SIS). The District 
Implementation Monitor will notify the schools Instructional Coach and they will administer the 
ACCESS Placement Test (W-APT) to the student. Initial placement testing will be completed within 
30 days of the start of the school year or within two weeks after enrollment if a student enters during 
the school year. A parent notification letter will go home within two weeks no later than two weeks of 
after the completion of the assessment. 
 
The Instructional Coach will use the W-APT Nevada EL Program Eligibility Guidelines in 
conjunction with the student’s W-APT results to determine if the student is to be classified as an 
English Learner (EL) (See Appendix C-1). The Instructional Coach will then send the results to the 
District Implementation Monitor. Additionally, with administrative approval and parental approval, 
the classroom teacher, qualified staff member or parent/guardian of the students may refer a student 
for testing as a potential EL. 
 
If the student is qualified as an EL through initial testing, the District Implementation Monitor will 
record the W-APT results in the SIS and create an EL folder to be placed in the student’s cumulative 
file at the qualifying student school. The District Implementation Monitor will enter the student into 
the SIS as an EL student with a program start date effective the date of testing. 
 
The Districts Implementation Monitor will send the Initial Placement Letter home to the student’s    
parents. (See also Appendix C-1). 
 
Students Not Qualified as EL 
When a student scores English proficient on the initial placement test, the student will not be 
qualified and identified as an EL student. An English proficient notification letter will go home 
within two weeks. (See Appendix C-2) 
 
A copy of the W-APT results will be placed in the student’s cumulative folder by the school registrar 
and a DNQ will be indicated in the SIS. 
 
Parents’ Right to Refuse Services 
The parent(s) of a student classified as EL may refuse EL services for the child. If a parent refuses 
services, this refusal must be documented on the Right to Refuse Service Form. The documentation 
of parent refusal for services and the scores obtained on the annual state English language 
proficiency assessment (ELPA) will be placed in the student’s cumulative folder. 
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Students that are qualified as an EL, yet whose parent(s) have refused services, will be annually 
assessed on the ELPA and classified as an EL until the student meets the EL exit requirements. 
 
EL Student Folder 
When a student is identified as an EL, the District Implementation Monitor will start an EL folder 
for the student. A copy of the registration form and initial EL placement test results will be placed in 
the folder. This folder will be placed in the student’s cumulative file at their school. 
 
Exit/Reclassification from EL Status 
In order for an EL student to exit the EL program and change in classification from EL to Former 
EL, the student must score a 4.5 or higher on the composite and literacy sections of the ELPA. Until 
this requirement is met, a student will remain EL regardless of a teacher’s and/or parent’s judgment 
indicating otherwise. (See Appendix C-4) 
 
The District Implementation Monitor will send a copy of the District EL Exit Letter home to notify 
parent(s)/guardian(s) that the student has exited the program which includes the criteria used to exit 
the student (See Appendix). When an EL student exits the program, the student will be reclassified 
from EL status to Former EL status. The student will maintain Former EL status indefinitely as long 
as continuously enrolled in the district. 
 
Exception: If a student meets the exiting criteria or is on monitor status, but the staff team and 
parent/guardian provides sufficient evidence for thecontinuation of services, the student may 
continue to receive services from the EL Program. All students shall be monitored for a minimum 
of four years after being exited from the EL Program. EL personnel will be responsible to maintain 
record of progress of all exiting LEP students in the student cumulative folder.  
 
EL Identification Procedures 
(See Appendix A-3) 
 

B. Periodic Reassessment of English Language and Academic Proficiency 
 
English Language Proficiency Examination (ELPA) 
All students identified as an EL will be assessed annually for English proficiency using the ELPA. 
Currently, Nevada utilizes the WIDA – ACCESS 2.0 as its ELPA exam. The ELPA must be 
administered by an employee of the district that has been properly trained in administration 
procedures. 
 
Each school must monitor EL student progress based on annual ELPA scores and Adequate Growth 
Percentile measure as part of the NSPF. If a student is meeting expected minimal annual growth, the 
classroom teacher will monitor academic and social growth and work with Instructional Coach and 
within their professional learning communities to address any concerns. 
 
If a student does not meet expected minimal progress, as measured by the ELPA examination, EL 
personnel, the classroom teacher, and site administration  will review all available multiple 
measurements to ensure the student is making consistent progress in acquiring  English-language 
skills. 
 
If a student is identified as an EL, and the student is on an Individualized Education Plan (IEP) that 
indicates that the student is to test with accommodations, school personnel will ensure that these 
accommodations are provided in alignment with the IEP plan. 
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If a student is identified as an EL, and the student is on an Individualized Education Plan (IEP) that 
indicates that the student is to test on alternate state assessments, the student will take the Alternate 
ACCESS test rather than the ACCESS test if appropriate. 
Records of student progress reviews and accommodations will be kept in students’ EL files, and 
shall be kept on file for a minimum of four years after students exit the EL Program. This will 
require cooperation of schools as students move from one school to another. 
 
The District’s designated EL Implementation Monitor will record information regarding every 
student’s status (EL or non-EL), Immigrant under Title III, or Migrant under Title I. They will 
submit this data to the school registrar as it is acquired to update the student information system. 
 
At the beginning of each school year, the designated district Instructional Coach will review the 
annual ELPA student report and school frequency reports with the school’s Instructional Coaches. 
They will be trained on how to interpret the results and replicate that training at their own school 
sites during grade level PLC’s or early release days. 
 
Formal Content Proficiency Assessment/Evaluation 
All EL students will participate in all applicable state and district mandated assessments. EL students 
must participate on the state and district assessments in one of the following two ways: under 
standard conditions using no designated supports or using designated supports that do not affect the 
validity of the assessment results. 
 
Decisions to use designated supports on the state academic content area assessments should be made 
collectively by the student, parent(s), teacher(s), and school administrator(s) most familiar with the 
student’s English language acquisition. 
 
Decisions regarding a student’s use of designated supports by the student on assessments will be 
documented on the Nevada Department of Education’s Designated Supports for Testing Students in 
English Learner (EL) Programs Form (See Appendix B-1).  
 
Nye County School District DPP team will evaluate and review Growth & Status Attainment, NSPF, 
and EL performance annually. They will share this disaggregated data with school sites. The district 
will help support schools’ use of the assessment results to inform instruction and provide language 
development services to English Learners. 
 
The District’s designated Implementation Monitor will ensure that each School Performance Plan 
(SPP) will address the needs of EL students according to the procedures outlined within the scope of 
this plan. 
 
School sites must review and update their SPP throughout the year. 
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Informal Interim and Classroom Assessment/Evaluation 
 
Each school site for grades K through 8, will disaggregate NWEA Map data three times a year and 
identify students who don’t make their Conditional Growth data goal. In grades 6 through 12, student 
growth will be transitioned to criterion referenced assessment using standards aligned grade level 
benchmark assessments to measure student growth toward mastery of the grade level content. Grade 
level teams along with the Instructional Coach will triangulate data from multiple data sources, including 
but not limited to: annual ELPA, NWEA Map, criterion referenced assessments, classroom formative 
assessments and anecdotal data during their grade level PLC’s.  
 
Instructional Coaches will receive training on how to administer the WIDA Model as an interim 
progress monitoring assessment. They will learn how to interpret the scores and share results at grade 
level PLC’s. 
 
Instructional Coaches will receive training throughout the school year on how to support language 
development within instruction. They will share these strategies and work collaboratively with the 
classroom teachers at their weekly grade level PLC meetings. They will work with teachers to use 
assessment results to inform classroom instruction. 
 
Instructional Coaches and classroom teachers will utilize the WIDA CAN-DO Descriptors and 
WIDA Performance Definitions as the foundation for differentiating instruction for ELs. 
 
At least quarterly, the Instructional Coaches and teachers will monitor the goals established for each 
EL student to ensure that adequate progress in English language development (ELD)  and academic 
content is achieved, establish new goals if appropriate, and address any  concerns if goals are not 
being adequately met. 
 

C. Design Services to Eliminate Achievement Gaps and Ensure Equitable Access to 
Educational 

 
Programs C-I: Use of Data 

 
District Uses Federal/State Accountability Data 
The district EL Implementation Monitor will ensure that all data maintained in the district student 
information system (SIS) accurately reflects EL program participation. For each state assessment 
administration, the district will provide this information to the state and/or test vendor so that 
assessment data can be calculated specific to the EL population. All state assessment data will be 
housed in the district SIS where it can be easily accessed and analyzed when needed. 
 
All assessment and accountability information applicable to the EL population will be monitored 
closely to ensure that adequate growth is gained not only in the academic content areas, but also in 
English language development.  This data will be used to determine effectiveness of instruction and 
program design and drive change and/or improvements as needed. The data will also be used to 
determine the most appropriate allocation of resources. 
 
Each year, the district will review the EL program’s performance for the year based upon the state 
Annual Measurable Achievement Objectives (AMAOs). The AMAOs will be used to determine 
effectiveness of the program using the AMAO criteria: progress, proficiency and adequate yearly 
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progress on state academic content assessments. 
 
If the district should fail to meet AMAOs for two consecutive years, action steps to improve the EL 
program will be implemented into the district’s EL Plan and parents of EL students will be notified. 
 
Program Participation 
EL students will have the same opportunity to access honor and/or AP classes offered at the high 
school and the district Gifted and Talented (GT) program as all students enrolled in the district. The 
Instructional Coach will be knowledgeable of each EL student's aptitude to achieve in an 
honor/AP/GT program. The district does not currently have in place a formal assessment that can be 
utilized to help make such determinations; therefore, these decisions will be made student by student 
and such determinations will be made collectively between the student, parent, Instructional Coach, 
content teacher and the counselor. Informal knowledge of what the student's most appropriate 
placement in honor/AP/GT programs, as well as objective ELD and academic performance data, will 
be utilized in these decisions. This process will ensure qualified ELs participate in honor/AP/GT 
programs when appropriate and is in alignment with, and equitable to, processes in place for all 
students. 
 
The district will research assessments that can be administered to students in his/her native language 
that could be used to assist in the placement into honors/AP/ GT programs. It is recognized that such 
assessments alone would not provide all the information necessary for proper placement of students 
in these programs, but that they could be used to support such decisions. 
 
Students that are certified for special education and as an EL will be provided services under both an 
IEP and through the district EL program. The Instructional Coach may support the IEP team on 
issues relevant to the language development needs that should be considered for an EL student. The 
Instructional Coach and the IEP case manager may work together to ensure that all needs of the 
student, both those identified through the special education process and t h os e  through the EL 
program, are addressed and integrated. 
 
NCSD utilizes the Instructional Consultation Assessment and Teaming (ICAT) model as its 
Response to Intervention (RTI) model. Instructional Coaches can offer support to the ICAT Team 
if an EL student is referred for ICAT. The Instructional Coach can offer insight to the IC Team 
regarding what typical ELD and academic achievement might look like for the EL student. 
 

C-II: Leadership and Staffing  
 

Leadership and Staffing (III-CII-1-3) 
District Leadership and the Instructional Coaches meet regularly to focus on district EL program 
implementation and engage in professional development specific to the needs of the school 
Instructional Coaches. The time i s  a lso used to collaborate professionally within the group 
regarding various pertinent EL topics. 
 
NCSD’s EL program model provides for literacy and academic content instruction in the classroom 
with the content area teacher. With this model, the Instructional Coaches focus predominately on 
coaching and collaborating with the content area teacher(s) to promote effective instruction for 
ELs in academics and language development in the classroom. 
 
NCSD currently has 6 Instructional Coaches that service the schools within the district. Depending 
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upon need, there may be one Instructional Coach assigned to a site, or a coach’s services may be 
split between several schools.
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NCSD provides for daily instructional collaboration time for each grade level/content areas during 
morning PLC’s. It is expected that this time will be used by Instructional Coaches, grade level and 
content area classroom teachers to effectively collaborate regarding issues pertinent to 
instruction and addressing the needs of  English Language Learners whenever necessary and 
possible. 
 
Regular classroom teachers will provide services for EL students in accordance with their 
intervention plan(s). The District’s designated EL Implementation Monitor will coordinate with 
Principals, Superintendents and the State Title III Coordinator to oversee EL services. 
Regular classroom teachers will be responsible to: 
 
• Provide content instruction appropriately aligned with the selected model(s) for EL students, which 

integrates cultural relevance, builds background knowledge, and facilitates the acquisition of 
academic l a n gu a ge . 

• Collaborate with school-designated Instructional Coach regarding EL students’ specific 
instructional needs as indicated in the students’ intervention plan(s); 
 Modify instruction to provide EL students comprehensible input of content material. 
 Prepare EL students for mandated tests and assessments. 
 Provide appropriate accommodations for linguistic support to help ELs access and meet 

rigorous, undiluted, grade level content standards. 
 Attend training and implement the 15 Key Essential Actions ( See Appendix B-3)  
 The following basic accommodations may be applied independently or in combination: 

o Extra Time – Arrange for EL students to have extra time for class work, projects, 
and classroom tests. 

o Open Notes/Book – Allow the EL student to use written materials during classroom 
tests and other closed book assignments. 

o Translation – Arrange for instruction and/or examination to be provided or clarified 
in the EL student’s native language. 

o Native Language Material – As appropriate and available, material in the EL 
student’s native language may be utilized. 

o Workload Expectations – Adjustments may be made according to the EL student’s 
level of academic English proficiency. 

o Evaluation Methods – Adjustments shall be made according to the EL student’s 
level of academic English proficiency. This may include alternative evaluation 
strategies (e.g. oral projects, native language testing) and grading modifications, i.e. 
Pass/Fail. 

o Tutoring – EL students may be tutored by instructional aides, teacher cadets, 
volunteers, other teachers or peers. 

o Any other best practice as agreed by classroom teacher and the school-designated 
Instructional Coach to meet the need of the student. 

 
School-designated Instructional Coach will be responsible to: 
 
• Arrange for initial and annual ELD testing. 
• Coordinate and collaborate with the regular classroom teacher to support EL students within the 

classroom. 
• When needed and in collaboration with the classroom teacher, provide appropriate instruction 

aligned with the selected model(s) for EL students. 
• Attend monthly district trainings that engage in professional development specific to the needs of 
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the school Instructional Coaches. 
 
District’s designated EL Implementation Monitor will be responsible to: 
 
• Oversee the administration of the ELPA and other high-stakes assessments throughout the district 

(involves  travel) 
• Prepare reports; 
• Maintain records; 
• Facilitate communication between the school and parents/guardians; 
• Oversee the implementation of this policy and state and federal mandates for Title III; 
• Coordinate and train personnel to administer the ELPA; 
• Prepare District, State, and Federal reports; 
• Oversee that accurate EL data is maintained on student information system and maintain a 

District’s database; 
• Insure that required EL information is communicated to parents; 
• Arrange for training of classroom teachers and school-designated Instructional Coaches as needed 

and staff development as requested; 
• Oversee professional development in English Language Development for all personnel; 
• Ensure that Nevada English Language Development standards and practices are infused into the 

professional learning of Nye County School District. 
 
 
 

C-III: Curriculum Research 
 
ELD Curriculum 
The NCSD EL Program utilizes the WIDA Standards Framework as its basis for curriculum. WIDA 
draws on multiple theories and approaches in an effort to describe language use in academic 
contexts; this is the language that language learners must acquire and negotiate to participate 
successfully in school. These multiple theories and approaches form a theoretical foundation that 
supports the WIDA standards framework. 
 
The standards framework consists of five components. Some of these components are expressions of 
a particular philosophy, while others are explicit representations of knowledge. The five components 
are: 

• Can Do Philosophy 
• Guiding Principles of Language Development 
• Age-appropriate Academic Language in Sociocultural Contexts 
• Performance Definitions 
• Strands of Model Performance Indicators 

(WIDA 2015) 
 
Content Curriculum 
NCSD embraces that Nevada Content and Performance Standards have been developed for core 
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Subjects in all grade levels that identify for students, parents/guardians, and staff what students are 
expected to know and be able to do. The standards describe core knowledge, strategies, and skills 
teachers are expected to teach and students are expected to learn in each subject area. The Board 
will direct staff to develop instructional level objectives that will be designed in a spiraling 
articulated curriculum K-12 based on Nevada State Standards. The standards, and assessments 
based on data will drive the delivery of instruction throughout the district. 
 
NCSD is currently piloting a new Mathematics program for middle and high school students. The 
materials being piloted have more defined supports for EL students and are better aligned to the 
ELD framework. This year the focus is on learning the program and making note of the program’s 
strengths and challenges; as well as determining the ongoing need for job embedded professional 
trainingto support teaching and learning.  At the elementary level, a systematic phonics program is 
being implemented to ensure that students are instructed in relationships between letters of written 
English and the sounds of the spoken language. This foundational reading skills is critical in 
building reading fluency and, along with vocabulary development, is necessary is building skills 
needed for reading comprehension and competencies with academic language. 
 
Curricula Designed to Integrate Cultural Relevance, Building Background Knowledge, 
Acquisition of Academic Language 
NCSD develops and implements curricula, while maintaining a focus on the integration of cultural 
relevance, building background knowledge, and the acquisition of academic language into all 
content areas. NCSD recently developed and is implementing its K-3 Literacy Plan which is 
aligned with the Nevada State Literacy Plan. The district plan contains a section entitled Improving 
Reading Proficiency of English Learners which was included to addresses needs specific to EL 
students (See Appendix). 
 

C-IV: Professional Development/Learning 
 
Professional Development/Learning 
The district is in the process of developing a professional learning plan to support teachers in their 
understanding of language acquisition and to promote effective instruction for ELs in academics 
and language development in the classroom. The district has formed a new EL committee 
composed of teachers from all four school levels (Pre-Kindergarten, Elementary, Middle and High 
School), as well as at least two administrators and at least one parent of an EL student attending 
our school district. This committee will help determine the professional development needs   for 
instructional leaders, as well as content staff. They will help develop the process to sustain 
systemic training throughout the district. They will work closely with the State Title III program 
managers to research and find all available resources to help implement NCSD’s EL plan. 
 
NCSD’s concluded the 2018-2019 school year with a 4 day learning institute entitled “Leaning Into 
Standard Based Instruction”. The focus of this 4-day institute was ground teachers and leaders in the 
importance of equitable instructional practices that are essential in closing the opportunity gap 
caused by systemic bias. This training was very successful in helping teachers learn strategies that 
structures the classroom environment to enable collaboration and participation for ALL students. 
Along with NCSD’s commitment to implementing extended academic discourse models into every lesson, 
every day, these opportunities for extended professional learningpromotes language development and 
increase opportunities for academic achievement for ALL NCSD students.. 
 
The EL professional development learning plan will also include the regular trainings for the 
Instructional
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Coaches. The trainings will focus on the district EL program implementation and engage in 
professional development specific to the needs of the school Instructional Coaches. The time is also 
used to collaborate professionally within the group regarding various pertinent EL topics. These 
training will help support the Instructional Coaches as they coach and collaborate with teachers and 
administrators at their school sites. 
 

C-V: Models of Instruction/Instructional Delivery Methods 
 
Program/Delivery Method Guidelines: 
 
The District’s plan, under Federal law, will provide for the education of children with limited 
English proficiency; recommended models of instruction must be consistent with accepted 
practices based on fundamental principles of language acquisition theory. 
 
Each school will develop and implement one or a combination of the following types of programs 
supported by the District’s EL curriculum based on factors such as demographics, personnel/staff 
resources, funding and community support: 
 
Differentiated Instruction: content teachers make academic instruction in English comprehensible 
to EL students by planning lessons that incorporate instructional strategies specifically designed to 
meet ELs’ linguistic needs. Content teachers must receive documented training designed by 
districts and approved by NDE. Instruction is focused on the teaching of academic content and 
the development of academic English to ensure equitable access for ELs. Content teachers 
concurrently develop student academic language and content mastery. The focus of instruction is 
structured student engagement through academic discourse with peers, teachers, texts, and other 
instructional materials using all four language-domains.  This is a student-centered approach 
corresponding to student proficiency levels and linguistic needs. It is designed to leverage native 
language and culture to promote conceptual understanding through analytical practices. 
 
Standards-Based Tier 1 Instruction: content teachers will design lessons aligned to the grade level 
Nevada Academic Content Standards that incorporate extended student academic discourse 
structures and support the Nevada Educator Performance Framework Standards 1 (Accessing Prior 
Knowledge), 2 (Multiple Representations of content and material), 3 (Discourse), 4 (Meta-
cognition), and 5 (Assessment). By creating lessons with these 3 components, teachers will deliver 
content that is not only on grade level, but has essential supports, scaffolds, and extensions 
necessary for English Language Learners to be successful. Content teachers make academic 
instruction in English comprehensible to EL students by planning lessons that incorporate 
instructional strategies specifically designed to meet ELs’ linguistic needs. Content teachers must 
receive documented training designed by 
 
Where resources are available, elements of other state-approved instructional models may be 
developed and utilized. 
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D. Provide Opportunity for Parents or Legal Guardians of ELs to Participate in the Program and 

Receive Required Communication 
 
Parent Notifications 
Parents of EL students enrolled in NCSD are provided the following parent notifications as applicable (See 
also Appendix C): 

• English Proficient Designation Letter-Informs parents that their child was screened for English language 
proficiency; however, the results of the W-APT indicated that the child does not qualify as an EL. 

• Initial Placement Letter-Informs parents that their child qualifies as an EL, provides the student’s EL  
proficiency level and method of language instruction to be utilized with the student, information about how  
to decline EL services, and contact information for the EL Specialist. 

• Program Placement Notification-Informs parents of their child’s language proficiency level and the method 
of language instruction to be utilized with the student. 

• Exit Form-Notifies parents that their child has qualified to exit the EL program. 
• Failure to Meet AMAO Letter- Informs parents that the district has failed to meet AMAO for at least two 

consecutive years. 
 
 
Parent Advisory Participation 
The annual NCSD school calendar includes two Parent/Teacher Conference days. While open ongoing 
communication is emphasized, all parents, including those parents of EL students, are encouraged to meet 
with teachers on these days. These days provide the content teacher, the Instructional Coach and parents of 
EL students the opportunity to meet and discuss how parents can help their child achieve in the acquisition of 
the English language and in the academic content areas. 
 
EL Family Engagement 
The Instructional Coaches work with their assigned school to promote and provide EL family engagement 
opportunities.  
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Appendix A 
1: Home Language Survey 
A-2: Program Eligibility Guidelines A-3: EL Identification Flow Chart 
 
A-1 
 
 
 

Paper Enrollment Form: 
 

 
 

 
 
Online Enrollment Form: 
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A-2 
 

 



 

 
Nye County School District EL Identification Procedures 
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Home Language Survey: 

If a parent marks another language other 
than English is spoken in the home, the 
registrar will flag or send an email to 
SDO. 

SDO will run a report and determine who 
to notify to have the screening 
completed within 30 days. 

Initial Screening: 

SDO will inform Instructional 
Coach or designated person to 
administer the Initial Screener. 

Test administrator will send 
screener to SDO attention 
Marissa Munger. 

 

Initial Notification: 

If a student qualifies for EL, SDO will produce an 
Initial Placement letter to parents. 

SDO will upload initial documentation and parent 
notification into IC. 

SDO will set up an initial EL folder and send it to 
the school to be filed inside student’s cumulative 
folder. 

SDO will input EL placement data into IC. 

 

Annual WIDA Access Assessment: 

Instructional Coach, School Testing 
Coordinator, and Administration will 
coordinate annual WIDA Access 2.0 
testing 

Annual Eligibility: 

Each School will file student’s annual EL 
Access 2.0 report in their EL folder. 

Copies of the annual letter and student 
Access 2.0 report will be made and sent 
to schools (to be filed in EL folders) and 
uploaded into IC. 

The annual letter, report and guidance 
document will be sent to parents. 

Exit/Monitor: 

SDO will disaggregate WIDA Access data 
to find out which students met the exit 
criteria. 

SDO will produce an exit letter and 
uploaded into IC 
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Appendix B 
1: EL Designated Support Form  
2: NCSD K-3 Literacy Plan – ELs 
 
Nevada Department of Education 
Designated Supports for Testing Students in English Learner (EL) Programs 
 
All EL Accommodations are included in Universal Tools and Designated Supports for testing. 
 

FirstName: LastName: MI: DOB: 

Student ID #: School: District: 

Student Grade: Other Program Eligibility(i.e. Migrant, IEP): 

Native Language: ELPLevel: Exit Date: 

Contact Person : Title: Date: 

 
Designated Supports are features permissible for use by any students for whom the need has been identified by an educator/team, and 
must be identified prior to test administration in the student information system. Use this form to document the need for Designated 
Supports when testing students identified as English Learners or Former English Learners in Monitor status (within two years of 
program exit). A copy of this form must be updated annually and retained in the student’s information file. Security procedures must be 
strictly adhered to in test administration for all students. Please indicate if this student will or will not receive Designated Supports. 
 

 

 
            NO DESIGNATED SUPPORTS: The assigned EL program specialist, in collaboration with the classroom teacher(s), has 
determined that no designated supports are needed for this student. The student will test using standard conditions. 
 

 

 
           DESIGNATED SUPPORTS: EL Designated Supports are linguistic based and specific for each EL student. Supports 
should not be selected for assessments if they have not been used during the regular instructional day in the classroom. Relevant 
information from this form must be provided to the appropriate test administrator(s). 
 
The assigned EL specialist, in collaboration with the classroom teacher(s), has determined this student will participate in state 
assessments except those noted below* with the Designated Supports selected on this form. (See the Nevada Departmentof 
Education(NDE) Test Security Procedures 2014-2015 for more information.) 
*College and Career Readiness accommodations must be requested in advancethrough the specific testing vendor. 
*National Assessment of Educational Progress (NAEP) accommodations are administered in accordance with federal guidelines. 
Schools selected forparticipationwill receive written procedures. 
*English Language Proficiency Assessment (ELPA) accommodations are administered for EL students with disabilities in 
accordance with their Individualized Educational Plan and vendor guidelines. 
 
This student will use the following Designated Supports (check all that apply): 
Embedded Designated Supports for SBAC, Grades 3-8 ONLY: (part of the technology platform for computer- based 
assessments) 
 
 

 Text-to-Speech: Text is read aloud via embedded technology (Math: all content; ELA: ITEMS ONLY) 

 Translated Glossaries for Math Items: translated glossaries provided for selected math terms 

 Translated Test Directions for Math Items: language supports available prior to beginningthe actual test items. Students 
can see test directions in another language. 

 Translations for Math Items (Stacked): full translation of each test item above the original item in English 
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Student Name: ID #: EL Designated Supports 2015-2016, p. 2 of 2 

 
 
Non-embedded Designated Supports for Grades 3-8 or HSPE/End-of-Course Examinations unless otherwise 
stated:   (Not part of a technology platform) 
 
 

 
X 

 
Designated Support 

 
SBAC 

 
End of Course 

 
High School Proficiency 

 Bilingual 
Dictionary/Content 
Specific Glossary: Word 
to Word 

 
Full write portion of an ELA 
performance task 

 
Math and ELA II (Writing) 

 
Math and Science 

  
Read Aloud: verbatim, 
per guidelines 

Math: all content ELA: 
items only 
Not allowed for Reading 
Passages 

Math: all content ELA: 
items only 
Not allowed for Reading 
Passages 

Math and Science: Words 
only; 
symbols and numbers are 
PROHIBITED 

 Separate Setting: small group small group small group 

  
 
Translated Test 
Directions: 
per specific guidelines 

PDF of directions in the 
supported languages 

From prepared text matching 
content and intent, without 
elaboration 

From prepared text matching 
content and intent, without 
elaboration 

Special note: Prior to test administration, interpreters may discuss test directions with 
students from the Test Administration Manual, matching content and intent, without 
elaboration. 

 
The identified Designated Supports on this form are indicated for ELs. Designated Supports are available for all 
students for whom the need has been identified prior to test administrations. Decisions to use designated supports 
should be made by professionals familiar with the student and the types of supports available for the specific 
assessment. Other optional Designated Supports not identified on this form include: 
 
Embedded Supports: Color Contrast, Masking, and Turn Off any Universal Tools 
 
Non-embedded Supports: Color Contrast, Magnification, Masks or Color Overlays, Scribe, and Noise Buffers.    For 
further information, refer to the Designated Supports Resource Documents found on the NDE Website at:  
www.doe.nv.gov//Assessments 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
  

Completed by (Name) Title Date 

Other Designated Support(s) selected for this student: 
1.    

2.       

3.       

http://www.doe.nv.gov/Assessments
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EL section of Nye County Literacy Plan 
 
Description of Primary Plans of Action 
 
Sufficient time for reading instruction is necessary for children to read at grade level.  “Of all the 
variables under a school’s control, the most important is making good use of time to maximize 
learning” (Diamond, 2006).  All children in K-3 will receive a minimum of 120 minutes of 
language arts instruction including both whole group and small group differentiation each day. 
Instruction will begin during the first week of school and will continue through the last week of 
school. “Additional time … is needed for special one-to-one or small-group intervention” 
(Diamond, 2006). Children not reading at grade level will receive an additional 30 minutes of 
intensive intervention at least four days a week, increasing their time beyond 120 minutes. 
Schools and teachers require high quality instructional programs and materials to provide high 
quality reading instruction to all children. A reading program aligned with the Nevada Academic 
Content Standards with strong instructional support will be used for K-3 children reading at or 
above grade level. For districts with more than a few English Learners, the program must also 
address their unique challenges with robust vocabulary instruction. Effective reading instruction 
for all children is achieved through differentiated instruction. 
For all children reading below grade level the core program will be supplemented with highly 
specific reading materials and intervention programs to remediate issues with phonological and 
phonemic awareness, decoding skills, reading fluency, and comprehension.  The combination of 
materials used will be based on data from diagnostic assessments of these students. All programs 
and materials will be built upon the principles of evidence-based reading research and, to the 
greatest degree possible, these programs and materials will be demonstrated to have been effective 
in rigorous scientific studies. The Lead Learning Strategist will create and curate a chart of 
effective interventions for teacher use.  New interventions will be vetted before they are added to 
the chart. The chart will be posted electronically so it is available to all teachers and schools in the 
consortium.   The beginnings of this chart can be viewed as Appendix H. 
Using a state approved assessment students who score below the 25th percentile will be identified 
as deficient in reading.  For each deficient student, an intensive intervention plan will be created 
within 30 days of identification and approved by the administrator and parent. 
Additional time beyond the 120 minutes is needed for special one-to-one or small-group 
intervention.  A 30-minute intervention block will be built into the daily schedule for every K-3 
classroom.  Students will receive regularly scheduled reading sessions in small groups at least four 
times a week with specific instruction in phonological and phonemic awareness, decoding skills, 
reading fluency, and comprehension based on need as identified through assessments. All the 
resources available, Title I staff, resource specialists, and regular teachers, will be utilized to 
provide effective small-group instruction. Progress toward proficiency will also be monitored 
weekly during grade-level PLC’s. With this progress monitoring, the composition of the groups 
will change frequently based on need. 
For English Learners it is critical that their individualized plan for achievement that takes into 
consideration native language literacy and fluency, English fluency, and the principles of second 
language acquisition to allow the child to use their strengths in their native language to bridge into 
English literacy proficiency.  These students often need additional support in phonological  
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processing and phonemic awareness as well as vocabulary development.  In addition to the principal and   
parent, these plans must be reviewed and approved by the consortium member’s designated English  
Learner  Advocate. Specific interventions for EL students are included in the Intervention Chart.  See  
 
Appendix C. 
All teachers will receive professional development from the Learning Strategist on best practices and 
strategies for EL students using Sheltered Instruction or Academic Language Acquisition Service models, as 
well as the WIDA Essential Actions. 
 
15 Key Actions Recommended in the WIDA Essential Actions Handbook 
 
ACTION 1 
Capitalize on the resources and experiences that 
ELLs bring to school to build and enrich their 
academic language. 

 
ACTION 2 
Analyze the academic language demands involved in 
grade-level teaching and learning. 

 
ACTION 3 
Apply the background knowledge of ELLs, 
including their language proficiency profiles, in 
planning differentiated language teaching. 

 
ACTION 4 
Connect language and content to make learning 
relevant and meaningful for ELLs. 

 
ACTION 5 
Focus on the developmental nature of language 
learning within grade- level curriculum. 

 
ACTION 6 
Reference content standards and language 
development standards in planning for language 
learning. 

 
ACTION 7 
Design language teaching and learning with attention 
to the sociocultural context. 

 
ACTION 8 
Provide opportunities for all ELLs to engage in 
higher-order thinking. 

 
ACTION 9 
Create language-rich classroom environments with 
ample time for language practice and use. 

 
ACTION 10 
Identify the language needed for functional use in 
teaching and learning. 

 
ACTION 11 
Plan for language teaching and learning around 
discipline-specific topics. 

 
ACTION 12 
Use instructional supports to help scaffold language 
learning. 

 
ACTION 13 
Integrate language domains to provide rich, authentic 
instruction. 

 
ACTION 14 
Coordinate and collaborate in planning for language 
and content teaching and learning. 

 
ACTION 15 
Share responsibility so that all teachers are language 
teachers and support one another within 
communities of practice. 
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Alignment to SB 391 
Intensive instruction for students who are deficient in reading will be provided in a small group, 
and focus on skills and strategies for phonological and phonemic awareness, decoding skills, 
reading fluency, and comprehension. See Appendix C. (NSLP-Section 5) 
Additional intensive instruction in vocabulary and phonological and phonemic awareness for 
English Learners will be built into their daily instructional program. See Appendix H. (NSLP-
Section 5) 
A progress monitoring plan will be created for K-3 students who are identified as deficient in 
reading, within 30 days of notification to parents/legal guardians. See Appendix D. (NSLP- 
Section 9) 
Principals and parents/legal guardians will review and approve all intervention and progress 
monitoring plans for students identified as deficient in reading, established by the classroom 
teachers and Learning Strategists, within 30 days of notification to parents. See Appendix C and 
D. (NSLP-Section 9) 
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Appendix C 
1: Initial Placement Letter 
C-2: English Proficient Designation Letter  
C-3: Program Placement Notification 
C-4: EL Program Exit Form 
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Nye County School District BOARD OF TRUSTEES 
Tracie Ward, President 

Mike Floyd, Vice-President 
Teresa Stoddard, Clerk 

Edna Jean Forsgren 
Pamela Hiler 

Tim Sutton 
Harold Tokerud 

Dale A. Norton 
Superintendent 

Evangelyn Visser 
Associate Superintendent 

Dennis Scherz 
Associate Superintendent 

 

 

 
 
Southern Administration Office 
484 S. West Street Pahrump, Nevada 89048 
Phone775-727-7743 
Fax775-727-7768 Every Student A Success 

 
Northern Administration Office 
P.O. Box 113 Tonopah, Nevada 89049 
Phone775-482-6258 Fax775-482-8573 

 
 
Date    
Re: Initial Parent Notification of Student’s Participation in Language Acquisition Program Student’s Name: 
School Name: 
 
This letter is to inform you that your student is eligible to participate in the district’s English Language Acquisition Program. The 
goal of this program is to help your student learn English so that he/she will be successful in meeting age appropriate standards 
for grade promotion and graduation. When you registered your student for school, your Home Language Survey identified a 
language other than English as the primary language of your student. On that basis, your student was tested for English language 
proficiency using the WiDA ACCESS Placement Test (W-APT). 
 
Your student’s score was as follows: NEP (Non-English Proficient) LEP (Limited English Proficient) 
 
The method of language instruction used in your student’s program is collaboration with the designated Instructional Coach. The 
program has activities that teach listening, speaking, reading, and writing in English, promote a positive self-image, and are 
designed to meet the educational strengths and needs of the students. The goal of this program is to prepare students to succeed in 
general education classes and meet Common Core Standards. 
 
Based on the WiDA ACCESS for ELLs Proficiency Test, your student will exit the program when his/her proficiency reaches a 
Level 4.5 or higher Overall score. 
 
The expected amount of time that your student will spend in this program is three - five (3-5) years, but the actual amount of time 
will depend on the individual learning style of your student. When your student reaches the exit point, you will be notified of the 
possible transition; and you will have the opportunity to discuss decisions related to your student’s future education plans. After 
your student exits the program, we will continue to track progress of your student for four (4) years after he/she leaves the program 
to ensure that he/she is successful in the English-only classes. 
 
We look forward to enrolling your student in the English Acquisition Program. However, if you choose not to have your student 
participate in the program, you have the right to refuse services and to look into other educational methods. Please contact your 
student’s school if you have any questions. 
Sincerely, Evangelyn Visser 
Associate Superintendent 
          I accept my student’s placement in the ESL program. 
          I refuse to accept services within the ESL program. 
 
 

  

Parent/Guardian’s Signature Date 
 

 



Nye County School District BOARD OF TRUSTEES 
Tracie Ward, President 

Mike Floyd, Vice-President 
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Superintendent 
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Associate Superintendent 
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Associate Superintendent 
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Southern Administration Office 
484 S. West Street Pahrump, Nevada 89048 
Phone775-727-7743 
Fax775-727-7768 Every Student A Success 

Northern Administration Office 
P.O. Box 113 Tonopah, Nevada 89049 
Phone775-482-6258 Fax775-482-8573 

 
 
Fecha    
Notificacion inicial a los padres sobre la participacion de su estudiante en el programa de Adquisicion del idioma Ingles 
Nombre del estudiante: 
Nombre de la escuela: 
 
Esta carta es para informarle que su estudiante es elegible para participar en el programa de Adquisicion del idioma 
Ingles. La meta de este programa es para ayudar a su estudiante a aprender el idioma Ingles para que el/ella tenga exito 
en cumplir con las normas apropiadas para la promocion de grado y graduacion. Cuando usted registro a su estudiante 
para la escuela, su encuesta de lenguaje indico otro idioma aparte del Ingles en su hogar como idioma principal de su 
estudiante. Basado en eso su estudiante fue evaluado sobre el idioma Ingles usando el examen de WiDA ACCESS 
Placement Test (W-APT). 
 
El resultado de su estudiante es lo siguiente:  NEP (No es Competente en Ingles)  LEP (Dominio 
Limitado del Ingles) 
 
El sistema de enseñanza del idioma utilizado en el programa de su estudiante es la colaboracion con el representante 
desginado de EL. El programa consiste de actividades que enseñan a escuchar, hablar, leer, y escribir en Ingles, 
promover una imagen positiva  de si mismo, y esta diseñado para cumplir con las necesidades educativas de los 
estudiantes. La meta de este programa es preparar a los estudiantes para que puedan tener exito en las clases de 
educacion general y cumplir con las normas de Common Core. 
 
Basado en el examen de WiDA ACCESS para ELLs Proficiency, su estudiante saldra del programa cuando su dominio 
llege a un nivel de 4.5 o mas, Puntuaje Total. 
 
El tiempo aproximado que su estudiante pasara en este programa es de tres – cinco (3-5) años, pero el tiempo dependera 
del estilo individual de aprendizaje de su estudiante. Cuando el estudiante alcanze la salida del programa, usted sera 
notificado de la transicion, y usted tendra la oportunidad de hablar sobre las decisiones relacionadas con los planes 
futuros de educacion de su estudiante. Despues de que el estudiante salga del programa, seguiremos vigilando su 
progreso por 4 años despues del programa para asegurar que el/ella tengan exito en las clases de Ingles solamente. 
 
Esperamos inscribir a su estudiante en el programa de Adquisicion del idioma Ingles. Sin embargo si usted decide 
que no participe su estudiante en el programa, usted tiene el derecho de rechazar los servicios y buscar otros 
metodos educativos. Por favor pongase en contacto con la escuela de su estudiante si usted tiene cualquier pregunta. 
 
Sinceramente, 



Nye County School District BOARD OF TRUSTEES 
Tracie Ward, President 

Mike Floyd, Vice-President 
Teresa Stoddard, Clerk 

Edna Jean Forsgren 
Pamela Hiler 

Tim Sutton 
Harold Tokerud 

Dale A. Norton 
Superintendent 

Evangelyn Visser 
Associate Superintendent 

Dennis Scherz 
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Evangelyn Visser Superintendente  Asociada 
  Yo acepto que mi estudiante participle en el programa de ESL. 
  Yo rechazo los servicios del programa de ESL. 
 
 
 

  

Firma de Padre/Tutor Fecha 
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C-2 
 
 
 
 
 
 
English Proficient Designation 
 
 
 
Date: 
 
To the parents of: 
 
This letter is to inform you that your student is proficient in the use of English and therefore, not eligible to 
participate in the district’s English language development program. This determination was made based on the 
scores achieved by your student on the ACCESS Placement Test (W-APT). 
 
If you have questions about your student’s scores, please contact me for additional information. Sincerely, 
 
 
 

  

LEP Teacher Phone Number 
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C-3 
 
Notification of English Language Program Placement or Continuation 
 
Student:     Grade  
Level:    

School:     LEP  Status:    

 
 
Our school district provides a program of language instruction for English Language Learners (ELLs) to attain 
English proficiency, and meet the same challenging academic content and student achievement standards 
expected of all students. 
 
Upon enrollment, a language other than English was noted on your child’s Home Language Survey. According to 
state and federal law, our school district is required to assess the English language proficiency of your child in 
listening, speaking, reading, and writing. Based on the results of the ACCESS for ELLs 2.0, a state-approved 
assessment for measuring English language proficiency, we are pleased to inform you that your child is eligible 
for services for English Language Learners. Below, please find results that have informed our decision, 
information about our language programs, and your rights as a parent. 
 
<Student.name> took the ACCESS for ELLs 2.0 and their results are listed below: 
 

 

Listening Writing Reading Speaking LiteracyComposite 
 

 

The ACCESS for ELLs test results are ranked into the following categories: 
 
# - Proficiency Level - Description 
1 - Entering - Knows and uses minimal social language and minimal academic language with visual support 2 - 
Emerging - Knows and uses some social English and general academic language with visual support 
3 - Developing - Knows and uses social English and some specific academic language with visual support 4 - 
Expanding - Knows and uses social English and some technical academic language 
- Bridging - Knows and uses social and academic language working with grade level material 
- Reaching - Knows and uses social and academic language at the highest level measured by this test 
 
Teachers of English Language Learners provide a variety of specialized services until students demonstrate skills 
in English sufficient for them to succeed academically in the regular classroom. 
 
Your child receives the following English language development instruction: 
 
EnglishLanguageMainstream: 
English Language Mainstream: Students are instructed in English at all times with grade-level curriculum and 
materials. Students continue to receive additional and appropriate instruction in order to meet the requirements to 
be reclassified as proficient in English language. 
 
While the rate of English language development (ELD) varies between students, many exit the ELD program in 
6-8 years. 
 
All children, regardless of English proficiency, are eligible to participate in all school-wide programs. If your 
child has an Individualized Education Plan (IEP), or a 504 plan, the language instruction educational 
program will be utilized in coordination with your child’s existing plan. 
 
As a parent, you have the right to decline enrollment in a program or type of service, withdraw your child from 
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the program at any time, or choose another program if available. If you have any questions about your child’s 
placement or the type of program options available to you, please contact Marissa Munger at 775-727-7743. 
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Notificación de asignación a programa de idioma inglés o continuación en programa 
 

Nombre:     Grado: 
  

Escuela: 
Tipo de Servicio LEP:    

 
 
Nuestro distrito escolar ofrece un programa de enseñanza de idioma para que los estudiantes que aprenden inglés 
(ELL, por sus siglas en inglés) adquieran competencia en idioma inglés y logren manejar los mismos contenidos 
académicos y los mismos estándares de rendimiento exigentes aplicados a todos los estudiantes. 
 
En el momento de la inscripción, se completó una encuesta para identificar el idioma hablado en el hogar, y en la 
encuesta de su hijo/a se introdujo un idioma que no es inglés. En virtud de la legislación estatal y federal, nuestro 
distrito escolar debe evaluar la competencia de su hijo/a en el idioma inglés a través de exámenes de comprensión 
oral, expresión oral, lectura y escritura. En basado en los resultados del examen ACCESS for ELLs 2.0, una 
evaluación aprobada por el estado para medir la competencia en el idioma inglés, nos complace informarle que su 
hijo/a reúne los requisitos para recibir servicios para estudiantes que aprenden inglés. Más abajo encontrará los 
resultados en los que basamos nuestra decisión, información sobre nuestros programas de idiomas e información 
sobre los derechos de los padres. 
 
<Student.Name> tomó el examen ACCESS for ELLs 2.0 y sus resultados de la evaluación de ELP se muestran 
a continuación: 
 

 

Escuchar Escribir Leer Hablar Lectoescritura Combinado 
 

 

 

Los resultados de la prueba ACCESS for ELLs se clasifican en las siguientes categorías: 
 
# - Nivel de Proficiencia - Descripción 
- Preprincipiante - Conoce y usa un mínimo de lenguaje social y un mínimo de lenguaje académico con ayuda 
visual 
- Emergente - Conoce y usa un poco de inglés social y lenguaje académico general con ayuda visual 3 - En 
desarrollo - Conoce y usa inglés social y cierto lenguaje académico específico con ayuda visual 4 
- En expansión - Conoce y usa inglés social y cierto lenguaje académico técnico 
5 - Enlace - Conoce y usa lenguaje social y académico trabajando con material modificado del nivel de grado 6 - 
Completo - Conoce y usa lenguaje social y académico al nivel más alto medido por esta prueba 
 
Los maestros de estudiantes que aprenden inglés proporcionan una variedad de servicios especializados hasta 
que los estudiantes demuestran haber adquirido habilidades en el idioma inglés que resulten suficientes para 
alcanzar el rendimiento académico requerido en sus clases regulares. 
 
Su hijo/a recibe la siguiente instrucción para desarrollo en idioma inglés: 
 
EnglishLanguageMainstream: 
Enseñanza Regular en Inglés: Los estudiantes reciben educación en idioma inglés en todo momento usando el 
plan de estudios y los materiales correspondientes a cada grado. Además, los estudiantes continúan recibiendo la 
educación adicional necesaria para reunir los requisitos para ser reclasificados como estudiantes competentes en el 
idioma inglés (ELP). 
 
Aunque el índice de desarrollo en idioma inglés (ELD, por sus siglas en inglés) varía entre los estudiantes, muchos 
salen del programa de ELD en 6-8 años. 
 
Todos los niños, independientemente de su competencia en el idioma inglés, son elegibles para participar en los 
programas escolares. Si su hijo/a tiene un Plan de Educación Personalizada (IEP, por sus siglas en inglés) o un 
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plan 504, el programa de enseñanza de idioma se implementará en forma coordinada con el plan preexistente de 
su hijo/a. 
 
Los padres tienen derecho a rechazar la inscripción de su hijo/a en cualquier programa o tipo de servicio, retirar a 
su hijo/a del programa en cualquier momento o elegir otro programa que se encuentre disponible. Si tiene 
preguntas sobre la asignación de su hijo/a o las opciones de programas disponibles, por favor contáctese con 
Marissa Munger llamando al 775-727-7743. 
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PARENT NOTIFICATION OF A STUDENT’S EXIT/MONITOR-STATUS FROM A 
LANGUAGEACQUISITIONPROGRAM 
 

Date    
 

Student’s Name    
 

School Name:     
 

This letter is to inform you that your student has participated in the district’s English 
Language Acquisition Program. The goal of this program was to help your student learn 
English so that he/she will be successful in meeting Common Core Standards for grade 
promotion and graduation. Your student has recently been assessed. 
 
Your student’s score on the WiDA ACCESS for ELLs Proficiency Test were as follows: 
 

   
   
   
   
   
   
   
 
 
 
The Nevada Department of Education recently changed the proficiency scores necessary to 
achieve English proficiency on the WiDA ACCESS for ELLs. Your student has exited the 
program because his/her English language proficiency has reached 4.5 or higher as an Overall 
score. 
 
Your student will be monitored for four (4) years to continue to track progress and ensure 
that he/she is successful in the English-only classes. If it is observed that your student is not 
making adequate progress, their teacher or other staff may administer the WiDA ACCESS 
Placement Test (W-APT). Your student may re-enter the district’s ELL program if a satisfactory 
score on the W-APT is not achieved. 
 
Please contact your student’s language arts teacher if you would like to discuss your student’s 
transition and/or if you have any questions. 
Sincerely, Evangelyn Visser 
AssociateSuperintendent 
 
 
          I agree with this decision. 
 

  I disagree with this decision. 
 
 
 
Parent/Guardian’s Signature  Date    

Listening: 
Speaking: 
Reading: 
Writing: 
Oral Language: 

Level 
Level 
Level 
Level 
Level 

Literacy: 
Comprehension: 

Level 
Level 

Overall Score: Level 
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NOTIFICACION PARA LOS PADRES SOBRE 
EL ESTATUS O SALIDA DEL PROGRAMA DE ADQUISICION PARA LENGUAJE DEL 
ESTUDIANTE 
 

Fecha:    
 

Nombre del Estudiante    
 

Nombre de la Escuela :      
 

Esta carta es para notificarle que su estudiante a participado en el programa de Adquisición para el 
lenguaje Inglés del distrito escolar.  El objetivo de este programa era para ayudar a su estudiante a 
obtener el conocimiento del idioma al nivel apropriado con su edad, para promoción del año 
escolar y graduación. Recientemente su estudiante fue evaluado. 
 
Los resultados de su estudiante del examen de WiDA ACCESS para ELLs del lenguaje Ingles son 
los siguientes: 
 
Escuchar: Nivel    
Hablar: Nivel    
Lectura: Nivel    
Escribir: Nivel    
Lenguaje oral: Nivel    
Lenguaje escrito: Nivel 
Comprensión: Nivel    
Puntuajetotal: Nivel 
 
Su estudiante ya no necesita el programa de adquisición del lenguaje Ingles porque su nivel de 
conocimiento llega al nivel de 5.0 o más en Lectura y Puntaje total. 
 
Su estudiante sera observado por cuatro (4) años para ver su progreso y asegurar éxito en las clases 
generales. Si su estudiante no hace progreso durante el año en las clases generales su maestro (a) o 
otro personal de la escuela podra administrar el examen de Colocacion WiDA ACCESS (W-
APT). Su estudiante podría entrar otra vez al programa de ESL si no recibe por lo menos un nivel 
de 5.0 o más. 
 
Por favor comuníquese con el maestro (a) de lenguaje, si le gustaría conversar mas sobre esta 
trancisión o si tiene preguntas. 
 
Atentamente, 
 
 
 
Evangelyn Visser AssociateSuperintendent 
 
 
 
 

  Estoy de acuerdo con esta decision. 
 

  No estoy de acuerdo con esta decision. 
 
 
Firma del Padre/Tutor  Fecha    
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Appendix D 
D-1: Terms 
D-2: Acronyms 
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D-1 
 
 
TERMS 
 
Caseload: Caseloads are the total number of EL students being provided services by a single licensed 
EL Specialist. 
 
EL (English Learner): A student age 3 - 21 enrolled in school whose primary or home language is 
not English and  who does not meet proficiency on a state approved language proficiency assessment. 
 
ELD - Small Group Instruction: English as a Second Language (ESL) certified teacher provides 
explicit English  Language Development (ELD) instruction to EL students, including: grammar, 
vocabulary, cultural orientation, and  communication skills in all language domains. Pull-out means 
that children are separated from mainstream  classroom when needed for a limited time period to 
receive ELD instruction. 
 
General Education: Content teachers make academic instruction in English understandable to EL 
students by  planning lessons that incorporate instructional strategies specifically designed to meet 
ELs' linguistic needs. 
Instruction is focused on the teaching of academic content and the development of academic English 
to ensure  equitable access for ELs. 
 
Inclusion: Inclusion is when an EL Specialist teams with a general education teacher in order to 
meet the needs of  the ELs in the classroom. The team teaching can take place for a limited time 
during the day, for example, during a  specific content time like ELA. Or, it can be a team teaching 
situation where the general education teacher and the  EL Specialist each take full responsibility for 
the students in the classroom and follow one or more team teaching  models 
 
Incoming (EL): An out of state student transferring into the district as an EL. It may also be a student 
incoming to  middle school from elementary school or incoming to high school from middle school. 
 
Long-term ELs: Students who have had five years or more of formal education in the U.S. Students 
approach oral  fluency criteria in English, but they are not yet proficient in all four domains (reading, 
writing, speaking, and  listening). There may be several factors that may influence an EL student in 
becoming a Long-term EL (transiency,  interruption in schooling, ineffective teachers). As a result, 
Long-term ELs generally have low academic skills  resulting in poor academic performance. For 
many Long-term ELs, English is the dominant language. 
 
Mid-term ELs: Elementary students in grades 4-5 who began their formal education in a U.S. 
school and have not  exited the EL program. 
 
Newcomer (EL): A new arrival to the country whose primary or home language is not English and 
who does not  meet proficiency criteria on a state approved language proficiency assessment. 
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Short-term ELs: Students that are new to the country or have attended U.S. schools for four 
years or less. Short-  term ELLs are typically Limited English Proficient in 
comprehension/speaking as well as in reading/writing. 
 
 
Instructional Coach: 
School-designated person who will be responsible to: 
 
Arrange for initial and annual ELD testing. 
Coordinate and collaborate with the regular classroom teacher to support EL students within the 
classroom. 
When needed and in collaboration with the classroom teacher, provide appropriate instruction 
aligned with  the selected model(s) for EL students. 
Attend weekly district trainings that engage in professional development specific to the needs of 
the school  Instructional Coaches. 
 
 
District Implementation Monitor: 
 
District designated person who will be responsible to: 
 
Oversee the administration of the ELPA and other high-stakes assessments throughout the 
district (involves  travel) 
Prepare reports; 
Maintain records; 
Facilitate communication between the school and parents/guardians; 
Oversee the implementation of this policy and state and federal mandates for Title III; 
Coordinate and train personnel to administer the ELPA; 
Prepare District, State, and Federal reports; 
Oversee that accurate EL data is maintained on student information system and maintain a 
District’s  database; 
Insure that required EL information is communicated to parents; 
Arrange for training of classroom teachers and school-designated Instructional Coaches as 
needed and staff  development as requested; 
Oversee professional development in English Language Development for all personnel; 
Ensure that Nevada English Language Development standards and practices are infused into the  
professional learning of Nye County School District. 
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D-2 
 
ACRONYMS 
 
AMAOs-Annual Measurable Achievement Objectives 
AMAOs are the state achievement objectives that all EL students must make on an annual basis in 
language  acquisition. 
District CRT-Criterion Reference Test 
The state mandated assessments administered in grades 3-8. 
 
DOE-Department of Education 
DPP-District Performance Plan EL-English Learner 
English Learner instruction is designed for students whose primary language is other than English. 
The instructional   techniques, assessments, materials and approaches are directed toward 
communicative competence and academic  achievement in listening, speaking, reading and writing in 
the core and elective curricula. 
ELPA-English Language Proficiency Assessment 
A state mandated assessment that must be administered to each EL student in the district annually. 
Results are used  to determine the student’s proficiency in English and if the district is meeting the 
state Annual Measurable  Achievement Objectives. Nevada currently uses the WIDA ACCESSS 2.0 
as its ELPA. 
FEP-Fully English Proficient 
ICAT-Instructional Consultation Assessment and Teaming 
The Response to Intervention program adopted by the district to identify and address needs of 
students performing at  the tier two or three level. 
IEP-Individualized Education Plan 
The plan developed by a team to address the individualized needs of a student qualified for special 
education. 
SIOP-Sheltered Instruction Observation Protocol 
An instructional model based on current knowledge and research-based practices for promoting 
learning with LEP  students. Critical features of high quality instruction for LEP students are 
embedded within the SIOP Model. The  SIOP Model can be viewed as an umbrella under which 
other programs developed for improving instruction can  reside. 
W-APT-WIDA-ACCESS Placement Test 
The assessment that is to be administered to students in grades K-12 to determine English language 
proficiency if the registration form/home language survey indicates that English language proficiency 
may be a barrier in a child’s  learning. 
 
WIDA-World-Class Instructional Design and Assessment 
The consortium that designed the standards and assessments Nevada has adopted for the state wide 
English Learner  program. 


