
 

 

 

 

Dear ECS Families; 

 

Good morning.  As we are midway through the second week of what is now a four-week school shutdown, I'm sure that 

you have many questions. 

 

• When will school restart?  Will we come back at all this year?  Will the school year be extended? 

• What about graduation? 

• Will students be asked to work from home? 

 

The ECS staff, and all districts throughout the State of Michigan, have many of the same questions.  Unfortunately as of 

this moment there are no answers.  As a local school district we are planning for many different possible scenarios, 

however without concrete answers from Lansing we are unable to effectively plan for the future. 

 

Pasted below this message is a copy of an open letter sent by the leaders of the Michigan Association of Superintendents 

& Administrators, the Michigan Association of Intermediate School Administrators, and the Michigan Association of 

School Boards.  It urges our elected officials in Lansing to move with the utmost urgency so that districts and families 

around Michigan can begin to plan for the short term future. 

 

I would like to encourage each and every one of our families to reach out to our leaders in Lansing.  As a local school 

leader I've been focusing on four main points. 

 

1. Make a decision sooner rather than later on the duration of the shutdown.  School districts and families cannot be 

asked to live in a continued period of uncertainty.  Within the next few days our leaders in Lansing must decide 

when, or if, we are coming back to school. 

2. Eliminate the face-to-face days and hours requirement for the 2019/20 school year.  Thereby allowing local 

school districts to determine what is in the best interest of their students and families. 

3. Allow for Michigan Merit Curriculum flexibility for the Class of 2020 allowing our seniors to graduate as 

expected. 

4. Grant local control over educational decisions for the remainder of the 2019/20 school year.  No one knows how 

best to educate the students of Ellsworth than the committed teachers and staff that work with them every day. 

The ECS staff cares deeply about the education of our students.  Please allow us the flexibility to continue our 

students' education in the most efficient manner possible. 

 

Please take a moment to contact your legislators and press them on making a decision.  Their contact information is 

included below. 

 

State Representative Triston Cole 

State Senator Wayne Schmidt 
Governor Gretchen Whitmer 

Michigan Department of Education 
 

Thank you for taking the time to help us push our leaders in Lansing to provide school districts across Michigan with 

guidance as we navigate this unprecedented national crisis. 

 

Stay healthy and stay safe, 

 
Aaron Gaffney, Superintendent 

http://gophouse.org/representatives/northernmi/cole/contact/
https://www.senatorwayneschmidt.com/contact/
https://www.michigan.gov/whitmer/0,9309,7-387-90498_90663---,00.html
https://www.michigan.gov/mde/0,4615,7-140-83834---,00.html


 

 

 

 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

 

Regarding COVID-19 School Closures and Certainty for Educators, Students, and Families 

 

Lansing, MI, March 26, 2020—The executive directors of the Michigan Association of Superintendents & 

Administrators, the Michigan Association of Intermediate School Administrators, and the Michigan Association 

of School Boards, today released the following statement regarding COVID-19 School Closures and Certainty 

for Educators, Students, and Families: 

 

“Today we call on state officials including Gov. Gretchen Whitmer, State Superintendent Dr. Michael Rice, the 

Legislative Quadrant, and state lawmakers to immediately provide clarity to Michiganders on what’s next for 

our children. Further delay creates uncertainty for countless communities across our state. 

 

We urge the state to immediately move to waive days of instruction that fell during the mandated period of 

closure from March 16 through April 13, 2020, and develop a clear framework and plan to guide districts in 

educating children through a statewide seat-time waiver going forward. This framework must acknowledge the 

incredible disparities that exist between communities related to technology, access to broadband, and other 

resources while clearly identifying methods in which districts will be able to provide quality instruction in a 

variety of ways, rather than a one-size-fits-all approach. 

 

We recognize that there are legitimate health and safety reasons why the Legislature is unable to meet, and to 

that end, encourage the Quadrant to work closely with the Executive Branch to address these concerns. 

We further urge Gov. Whitmer to, within the next week, determine whether a longer-term closure will be 

necessary so that district leaders and families may begin to prepare to implement plans for the long-term 

education of children away from the classroom. 

 

We stand ready to support our state leaders in any way possible to ensure every child continues to learn while 

our state faces this unprecedented challenge.” 

 


