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Course Overview 

 

Description 

Italian I  is offered to students at the novice low proficiency level. As defined by the American 

Council on the Teaching of Foreign Languages (ACTFL), a student functioning at the novice-low 

proficiency level exhibits the following characteristics: 

SPEAKING: 

Speakers at the Novice Low sublevel have no real functional ability and, because of their 

pronunciation, may be unintelligible. Given adequate time and familiar cues, they may be able to 

exchange greetings, give their identity, and name a number of familiar objects from their immediate 

environment. They are unable to perform functions or handle topics pertaining to the Intermediate 

level, and cannot therefore participate in a true conversational exchange. 

 

WRITING: 

Writers at the Novice Low sublevel are able to copy or transcribe familiar words or phrases, form 

letters in an alphabetic system, and copy and produce isolated, basic strokes in languages that use 

syllabaries or characters. Given adequate time and familiar cues, they can reproduce from memory 

a very limited number of isolated words or familiar phrases, but errors are to be expected. 

 

LISTENING: 

At the Novice Low sublevel, listeners are able occasionally to recognize isolated words or very 

high-frequency phrases when those are strongly supported by context. These listeners show 

virtually no comprehension of any kind of spoken message, not even within the most basic personal 

and social contexts. 

 

READING: 

At the Novice Low sublevel, readers are able to recognize a limited number of letters, symbols or 

characters. They are occasionally able to identify high-frequency words and/or phrases when 

strongly supported by context. 

 
The Italian I course emphasizes communication (understanding and being understood by others) by 

applying interpersonal, interpretive, and presentational skills in real-life, somewhat sheltered 

situations. This includes vocabulary usage, language control, communication strategies, and 

cultural awareness. The Italian I course strives not to overemphasize grammatical accuracy at the 

expense of communication. To best facilitate the study of language and culture, the course is taught 

almost exclusively in Italian.   Additionally, students will be expected to articulate and identify 

similarities and differences across cultural contexts. 

 

Goals 

Italian I aims to move students from the novice low proficiency level to the novice mid proficiency 

level across all four modalities, with an emphasis on oral communication.  As defined by the 

American Council on the Teaching of Foreign Languages (ACTFL), a student functioning at the 

novice-mid proficiency level exhibits the following characteristics: 



SPEAKING: 

Speakers at the Novice Mid sublevel communicate minimally by using a number of isolated words 

and memorized phrases limited by the particular context in which the language has been learned. 

When responding to direct questions, they may say only two or three words at a time or give an 

occasional stock answer. They pause frequently as they search for simple vocabulary or attempt to 

recycle their own and their interlocutor’s words. Novice Mid speakers may be understood with 

difficulty even by sympathetic interlocutors accustomed to dealing with non-natives. When called 

on to handle topics and perform functions associated with the Intermediate level, they frequently 

resort to repetition, words from their native language, or silence. 

 

WRITING: 

Writers at the Novice Mid sublevel can reproduce from memory a modest number of words and 

phrases in context. They can supply limited information on simple forms and documents, and other 

basic biographical information, such as names, numbers, and nationality. Novice Mid writers 

exhibit a high degree of accuracy when writing on well-practiced, familiar topics using limited 

formulaic language. With less familiar topics, there is a marked decrease in accuracy. Errors in 

spelling or in the representation of symbols may be frequent. There is little evidence of functional 

writing skills. At this level, the writing may be difficult to understand even by those accustomed to 

non-native writers. 

 

LISTENING: 

At the Novice Mid sublevel, listeners can recognize and begin to understand a number of 

high-frequency, highly contextualized words and phrases including aural cognates and borrowed 

words. Typically, they understand little more than one phrase at a time, and repetition may be 

required. 

 

READING: 

At the Novice Mid sublevel, readers are able to recognize the letters or symbols of an alphabetic or 

syllabic writing system or a limited number of characters in a character-based language. They can 

identify a number of highly contextualized words and phrases including cognates and borrowed 

words but rarely understand material that exceeds a single phrase. Rereading is often required. 

Materials 

Core:  

Cozzarelli, J. (2011).  Sentieri:  Attraverso L’Italia Contemporanea.  Boston: Vista Higher Learning. 

 

Supplemental: quizlet.com, youtube.com, kahoot.com, gimkit.com, quizizz.com 

Resources 

 

 

Suggested activities and resources page  

 

Benchmark Assessments 

http://www.actfl.org/publications/guidelines-and-manuals/actfl-proficiency-guidelines-2012/glossary/#interlocutors
http://www.actfl.org/publications/guidelines-and-manuals/actfl-proficiency-guidelines-2012/glossary/#formulaic
http://www.actfl.org/publications/guidelines-and-manuals/actfl-proficiency-guidelines-2012/glossary/#cognates
https://docs.google.com/document/d/16BuC3MWnX3r2EkCTENGwBG-Y1SdJ0Pp_xIKnuyfXMeM/edit


Benchmark assessments are given quarterly and focus on the main ideas and standards of the course.  

Modifications and Adaptations for Special Needs Learners 

(Gifted and Talented Students, English Language Learners, Students with  

Special Needs,  At-Risk Students, and Students with 504 Plans) 

 

Additional modifications and adaptations 

● Use of the projector allows students to read information as it is explained by the teacher. 

● Use of a website with calendar allows students to access and review information from home. 

 

 

  

https://docs.google.com/document/d/17jxXj8M6NY9FS5d7zD-8CizkgDHb253Q-pv3KmnC7Nc/edit?usp=sharing


 

Preliminary Unit  Overview 

Unit Title: Surviving the Total Immersion Classroom 

Unit Summary: 

This unit introduces students to the importance of language and its connection to culture and real 

world/professional applications.  Students will learn important phrases and digital tools for survival 

in the target language classroom.  Teacher and students engage in interpersonal communicative 

activities to build rapport and create positive classroom environment. 

Suggested Pacing: 3 lessons 

Learning Targets 

Unit Essential Questions: 

● Why is learning a language important? 

● How can I use Italian outside of the classroom? 

● How is language related to real world events? 

● How can I communicate when I don’t have all the tools I think I need? 

Unit Enduring Understandings: 

● A language learner has more tools at their disposal then they are aware of. 

● Language is deeply connected to personal identity, relationships and global citizenship 

● The study of language has tangible and measurable positive effects both socially, fiscally and 

biologically 

Evidence of Learning 

Formative Assessments: A variety of formative assessments will be used throughout the lesson, such as 

comprehension checks; participation throughout the lessons; completion of required activities. 

 

Summative Assessment: 

Students will be presented with an authentic article from an Italian newspaper.  They will be asked 

to come up with a general idea of what the article is about as well as how they arrived at their 

conclusion using skills acquired in the previous three lessons. 

 
 
  



 

Objectives 
(Students will be able to…) 

Essential 

Content/Skills 

Suggested 

Assessments 

Standards 
(NJCCCS CPIs, CCSS, NGSS) 

Pacing 

Students will describe the 

importance of language in 

their own lives and it’s 

importance to culture. 

 

Students will analyze 

authentic media to 

summarize what language 

says about a culture. 

 

Students will summarize 

and paraphrase scientific 

findings to support benefits 

of studying foreign 

languages. 

Content: 

Students will review and 

summarize current 

research articles on 

benefits of learning 

languages: 

 

The Atlantic 

The Telegraph 

Medical Daily 

Examined Existence 

Forbes 

The Guardian 

 

Skills: 

Summarize and paraphrase 

scientific information.  

 

Form an opinion and use 

supporting textual 

references. 

 

Articulate personal 

experiences and exchange 

personal information. 

 

Media References for 

Language/Culture link: 

Haagen Dazs Limoncello 

Haagen Dazs Straciatella 

Haagen Dazs Capuccino 

 

 

Students will share 

personal opinions and 

experiences relating to oral 

prompts. 

 

Students will physically 

demonstrate agreement or 

disagreement in an activity 

based on several important 

aspects of language 

learning. 

 

After jigsaw activity, 

students will record five 

things they had a strong 

reaction to. 

 

 

 

 

7.1.NM.A.1 

Recognize familiar written or spoken 

words contained in culturally authentic 

materials using electronic information and 

other sources related to targeted things. 

 

7.1.NM.A.3 

Recognize a few common gestures and 

cultural practices associated with the 

target culture(s). 

 

7.1.NM.C.5 

Name and label tangible cultural products 

and imitate cultural practices from the 

target culture(s). 

 

NJSLSA.SL1. Prepare for and participate 

effectively in a range of conversations and 

collaborations with diverse partners, 

building on others’ ideas and expressing 

their own clearly and persuasively.  

 

8.1.12.E.1  Produce a position statement 

about a real world problem by developing 

a systematic plan of investigation with 

peers and experts synthesizing 

information from multiple sources. 

 

NJSLSA.SL5. Make strategic use of digital 

media and visual displays of data to 

express information and enhance 

understanding of presentations. 

 

CRP1. Act as a responsible and 

contributing citizen and employee 

 

CRP4. Communicate clearly and 

effectively and with reason. 

 

9.3.12.ED.2 Demonstrate effective oral, 

written and multimedia communication in 

multiple formats and contexts. 

1 lesson 

Students will analyze 

culturally authentic 

materials to identify 

cognates and/or linguistic 

elements of English. 

 

Students will identify 

important vocabulary for 

survival in the immersion 

classroom. 

 

Students will 

collaboratively create a list 

of essential terms to clarify 

and understand 

information in the target 

language. 

 

Content: 

Target language vocabulary 

such as repeat, slow down, 

I don’t understand, yes, no, 

can I… 

 

Functional Cognates: 

Caos all'aeroporto 

Windows 10: L'evoluzione 

Cocodrillo 

 

Skills: 

Cooperative brainstorming 

to create list of functional 

words. 

 

Students will peer-review 

and re-evaluate the work of 

their classmates to 

On a closing card, identify 

three important phrases 

you remember from the 

class list. 

7.1.NM.A.1 

Recognize familiar spoken or written 

words and phrases contained in culturally 

authentic materials using electronic 

information and other sources related to 

targeted themes. 

 

7.1.NM.A.5  

Demonstrate comprehension of brief oral 

and written messages using age- and 

level-appropriate, culturally authentic 

materials on familiar topics. 

 

7.1.NM.B.5 

Exchange information using words, 

phrases, and short sentences practiced in 

class on familiar topics or on topics 

studied in other content areas. 

 

1 lesson 

http://www.theatlantic.com/health/archive/2014/10/more-languages-better-brain/381193/
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/education/educationopinion/10126883/Why-learn-a-foreign-language-Benefits-of-bilingualism.html
http://www.medicaldaily.com/bilingual-benefits-how-learning-another-language-keeps-your-mind-sharp-no-matter-your-310308
http://examinedexistence.com/12-benefits-of-learning-a-foreign-language-2/
http://www.forbes.com/sites/collegeprose/2012/08/27/americas-foreign-language-deficit/
http://www.theguardian.com/education/2014/sep/13/am-i-too-old-to-learn-a-language
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tqGwmq7dgXY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KZPzMx9Kjvs
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vimtWkTlegI
http://firenze.repubblica.it/cronaca/2015/07/28/news/l_odissea_del_volo_firenze-palermo_viaggiatori_in_bus_a_pisa_passano_li_la_notte_malori_e_proteste-119968055/?ref=HREC1-8#gallery-slider=119967720
http://www.repubblica.it/tecnologia/prodotti/2015/07/28/news/windows_10_l_evoluzione_di_microsoft_un_sistema_unico_per_pc_e_mobile-119230359/?ref=HREC1-22
http://www.nationalgeographic.it/scienza/2015/07/20/foto/coccodrillo_preistorico-2695931/1/?ref=HREN-1


determine final list of 

important words. 

7.1.NM.C.3 

Copy/write words, phrases, or simple 

guided texts on familiar topics. 

Students will identify 

important cultural 

elements of the Italian 

language via authentic 

American and Italian 

media. 

 

Students will 

compare/contrast elements 

of the Italian culture to 

American culture. 

 

Students will compare and 

contrast Italian stereotypes 

with cultural artifacts. 

 

 

Content: 

Authentic Italian Gestures 

 

The Importance of 

Gestures in Italian Culture 

 

La Bella Figura 

 

Territori, Regioni, Comuni 

 

Skills: 

Research La Bella Figura 

and explain how it relates 

to Italian culture. 

 

Students will compare and 

contrast Italian and 

American culture in terms 

of La Bella Figura. 

 

Students will compare and 

contrast Italian stereotypes 

through an internationally 

advertised product: 

Barilla Italy 

Barilla US 

 

Students will read the 

following article in Italian 

surrounding the Barilla 

scandal: 

 

Scandal Barilla 

 

Students will identify the 

major idea behind the 

article by applying skills 

acquired over the last two 

class periods. 

7.1.NM.A.1 

Recognize familiar spoken or written 

words and phrases contained in culturally 

authentic materials using electronic 

information and other sources related to 

targeted themes. 

 

7.1.NM.A.3 

Recognize a few common gestures and 

cultural practices associated with the 

target culture(s). 

 

7.1.NM.C.5 

Name and label tangible cultural products 

and imitate cultural practices from the 

target culture(s). 

1 lesson 

 

 

  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=aHZwYObN264
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DW91Ec4DYkU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DW91Ec4DYkU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RMhSMTZs6hg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cz1EkUdAbBU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vzOStt17V-g
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=O6Ujrz2Xe_A
http://parma.repubblica.it/cronaca/2013/09/26/news/dove_c_barilla_c_casa_ma_non_per_gli_omosessuali-67302356/


 

Unit 1 Overview 

Unit Title: Ciao, Come Va?  (Hey, how’s it going?) 

Unit Summary: 

This unit introduces students to basic elements of the Italian languages such as greetings, the 

Italian alphabet, and numbers.  Structurally, the unit introduces the concept of gender and 

agreement between nouns and articles.  Students will learn important phrases as well as their 

cultural associations, histories, and appropriateness.  In Unit 1, students will move beyond 

interpretative communication and incorporate both presentational and interpersonal 

communication in the target language. 

Suggested Pacing: 15 lessons/3 weeks 

Learning Targets 

Unit Essential Questions: 

● Where is La Bella Figura (making a good impression) reflected in the Italian language? 

● How are Italian greetings different from American greetings? 

● How do I introduce and explain myself? 

● How do I address individuals across a variety of contexts and settings? 

● How do I meet new friends and acquaintances in a foreign country? 

Unit Enduring Understandings: 

● Identifying contextual language ensures cultural sensitivity and appropriateness  

● Culture is connected to language in a tangible and measurable way  

● Cultural appropriateness varies significantly between cultures 

● Appropriate cultural greetings are essential in building connections between cultures 

Evidence of Learning 

Formative Assessments: A variety of formative assessments will be used throughout the lesson, such as 

comprehension checks; participation throughout the lessons; completion of required activities. 

 

Summative Assessment: 

 

Students will complete an interpersonal performance assessment.  In pairs, students will be 

assigned two specific identities including brief personal descriptions in the target language.  Based 

on the identities and the setting, students will have thirty minutes to create an original and 

culturally appropriate dialogue that demonstrates mastery of all major linguistic elements 

contained throughout the unit such as appropriate vocabulary and accurate grammatical structure. 

Students will rely solely on memory to complete the task.  Students will then have twenty minutes to 

record their dialogue on a device of their choice and email it to me.  Student performance will be 

assessed via the FLENJ Presentational Speaking Rubric at the novice level.  

 
 
  



 

Objectives 
(Students will be able to…) 

Essential 

Content/Skills 

Suggested 

Assessments 

Standards 
(NJCCCS CPIs, CCSS, NGSS) 

Pacing 

Students will recognize 

familiar individuals, 

greetings and places in the 

target language. 

 

Students will apply 

relevant vocabulary to 

particular settings based on 

cultural appropriateness. 

 

Students will role-play 

different scenarios at 

random to display 

language proficiency. 

 

 

 

 

Content: 

Nouns referring to people: 

signora, signore, ragazza, 

ragazzo, etc.  

 

Nouns referring to polite 

expressions: 

Grazie, per favore, etc. 

 

Nouns referring to 

salutations: 

Buongiorno, buona sera, 

buona notte, etc. 

 

Nouns referring to 

introductions: 

Ti presento, piacere, etc. 

 

Nouns referring to physical 

location: 

qua/qui, là/lì 

 

Baciami Ancora 

 

Social Etiquette of Kissing 

 

Skills: 

Asking questions in the 

target language. 

 

Responding in complete 

sentences.  

 

Selecting an appropriate 

cultural response based on 

the setting. 

 

Engaging in interpersonal 

oral communication at 

random. 

 

 

Students will share 

personal opinions and 

experiences relating to oral 

prompts. 

 

Students will physically 

demonstrate agreement or 

disagreement in an activity 

based on several important 

aspects of language 

learning. 

 

After jigsaw activity, 

students will record five 

things they had a strong 

reaction to. 

 

 

 

 

7.1.NM.A.1 

Recognize familiar written or spoken 

words contained in culturally authentic 

materials using electronic information and 

other sources related to targeted things. 

 

7.1.NM.A.3 

Recognize a few common gestures and 

cultural practices associated with the 

target culture(s). 

 

7.1.NM.C.5 

Name and label tangible cultural products 

and imitate cultural practices from the 

target culture(s). 

5  lessons 

Students will recognize the 

concept of gender and 

articles in Italian nouns. 

 

Students will compare 

definite and indefinite 

articles. 

 

Students will select 

appropriate articles for a 

corresponding noun. 

 

Students will reconstruct 

singular nouns as plural 

nouns and vice-versa. 

 

Students will compile a list 

of additional personal 

descriptions. 

 

Students will compare 

elements of Italian and 

Content: 

Female/male gender in 

Italian noun and 

irregularities in gender. 

 

Indefinite articles:  

un, uno, un’, una  

 

Singular definite articles: 

il, lo, l’, la 

 

Plural definite articles:  

i, gli, le 

 

Additional introductory 

vocabulary referring to 

people: 

student, teacher, 

classmate, brother, sister. 

 

Simple verbs for oral 

production: 

I am, I have 

Based on a photo prompt, 

students will list items they 

see, including the 

corresponding definite or 

indefinite article. 

 

Students will create a 

sketch of two high school 

students meeting for the 

first time.  They will turn in 

the dialogue for a written 

grade. 

 

 

7.1.NM.A.1 

Recognize familiar spoken or written 

words and phrases contained in culturally 

authentic materials using electronic 

information and other sources related to 

targeted themes. 

 

7.1.NM.B.2 

Ask and respond to simple questions, 

make requests, and express preferences 

using memorized words and phrases. 

 

7.1.NM.B.5 

Exchange information using words, 

phrases, and short sentences practiced in 

class on familiar topics or on topics 

studied in other areas. 

 

7.1.NM.C.3 

Copy/write words, phrases, or simple 

guided texts on familiar topics. 

 

5 lessons 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gx2qqYFhkjY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wXIAHhbdeQw


American culture via 

singular and plural nouns. 

 

Students will generate 

grammar and usage rules 

based on set of data. 

 

Skills: 

Describing yourself in a 

complete sentence. 

 

Exchanging and 

understanding 

information. 

 

Asking simple questions. 

 

Applying new vocabulary 

to existing structures. 

NJSLSA.SL1. Prepare for and participate 

effectively in a range of conversations and 

collaborations with diverse partners, 

building on others’ ideas and expressing 

their own clearly and persuasively.  

 

8.1.12.E.1  Produce a position statement 

about a real world problem by developing 

a systematic plan of investigation with 

peers and experts synthesizing 

information from multiple sources. 

 

NJSLSA.SL5. Make strategic use of digital 

media and visual displays of data to 

express information and enhance 

understanding of presentations. 

 

CRP1. Act as a responsible and 

contributing citizen and employee 

 

CRP4. Communicate clearly and 

effectively and with reason. 

 

9.3.12.ED.2 Demonstrate effective oral, 

written and multimedia communication in 

multiple formats and contexts. 

Students will ask for 

personal information using 

numbers. 

 

Students will describe 

themselves using 

numerical details. 

 

Students will calculate 

quantities of personal 

nouns. 

Content: 

Numbers 1 - 100 (zero - 

cento) 

 

Single/Plural nouns and 

articles 

 

Simple verbs - I am, I have, 

are you?, do you have? 

 

There is/there are - c’è/ci 

sono 

 

Skills: 

Asking simple questions. 

 

Using simple sentences to 

describe physical space. 

 

Applying correct form of 

nouns and corresponding 

numbers. 

Students will respond to a 

series of personal questions 

orally and will email final 

result for assessment. 

 

Students will listen to a 

conversation between two 

Italian students and be 

asked to summarize the 

information in a T-Chart. 

 

 

7.1.NM.B.4 

Ask and respond to simple questions, 

make requests, and express preferences 

using memorized words and phrases. 

 

7.1.NM.C.3 

Copy/write words, phrases, or simple 

guided texts on familiar topics. 

 

7.1.NM.C.4 

Present information from age- and level- 

appropriate, culturally authentic materials 

orally or in writing. 

 

 

3 lessons 

Students will restate 

personal responses in both 

positive and negative ways. 

 

Students will assemble a 

list of positive and negative 

responses to personal 

questions. 

Content: 

Negation - no, non… 

 

Skills: 

Responding to a statement 

or question by positively or 

negatively. 

Students will complete a 

“getting to know you” 

questionnaire in the target 

language, using formal 

negation to respond 

negatively to questions 

where appropriate. 

7.1.NM.A.5 

Demonstrate comprehension of brief oral 

and written messages using age- and level- 

appropriate, culturally authentic materials 

on familiar topics. 

 

7.1.NM.B.4 

Ask and respond to simple questions, 

make requests, and express preferences 

using memorized words and phrases. 

1 lesson 

Students will compile an 

original digital 

presentation to introduce 

themselves to an Italian 

student. 

 

Content: 

Unit 1 vocabulary 

 

Simple verbs: I am, I have, 

there is, there are 

 

Students will prepare a 

mini-presentation using 

digital tools where they will 

introduce themselves and 

provide information 

demonstrating mastery of 

7.1.NM.C.1 

Use basic information at the word and 

memorized-phrase level to create a 

multimedia-rich presentation on targeted 

themes to be shared virtually with a target 

language audience 

 

1 lesson  



Students will critique the 

project of a peer using a 

FLENJ presentational 

rubric. 

Appropriate nouns and 

articles 

 

Numbers 

 

Positive/negative 

statements 

 

major unit language 

functions. 

7.1.NM.C.4 

Present information from age- and level- 

appropriate culturally authentic materials 

orally or in writing 

 

 

  



 

Unit 2 Overview 

Unit Title: Alla Facoltà  (At School) 

Unit Summary: 

This unit introduces students to the concept of education in Italy beginning with the elementary 

level and ending with higher education.  Structurally, the unit introduces the first irregular verb 

ESSERE (to be), adjective/nouns agreement, and telling time.  Students will learn important 

colloquial phrases as well as their cultural implications.  In Unit 1B, students will begin to 

compare/contrast the different educational systems, as well as what that means for the respective 

cultural at large.  Additionally, they will learn to express preferences and support their ideas in the 

target language. 

 

Suggested Pacing: 15 lessons/3 weeks 

Learning Targets 

Unit Essential Questions: 

● Is school the same in every country? 

● What are some things I have in common with Italian students?  What are some differences? 

● How is school connected to the larger culture? 

● Which education system do I prefer? 

● What are some things I like/dislike about the American and Italian education system? 

Unit Enduring Understandings: 

● Education is inextricably linked to a culture and its ideology 

● Education systems vary in every aspect from culture to culture 

● Despite cultural differences, all students may share similar experiences 

● I may identify with another culture’s ideology/education system 

Evidence of Learning 

Formative Assessments: A variety of formative assessments will be used throughout the lesson, such as 

comprehension checks; participation throughout the lessons; completion of required activities. 

 

Summative Assessment: 

 

Over two class periods, students will design their ideal school, combining elements they identify 

with from both the American and Italian school system.  They will be asked to create a visual 

component as well as a written component describing various details of the school in terms of 

subjects studied, size, hours, and structure of the day.  Students will also supply a sample student 

schedule including courses studied, classroom locations and daily meeting schedules. 

 

Alternative Assessment: Panel discussion with peers 

 
 
  



 

Objectives 
(Students will be able to…) 

Essential 

Content/Skills 

Suggested 

Assessments 

Standards 
(NJCCCS CPIs, CCSS, NGSS) 

Pacing 

Students will label familiar 

classroom items and nouns 

in the target language. 

 

Students will describe the 

American school system 

using key vocabulary in the 

target language. 

 

Students will compare the 

Italian and American 

concepts of education. 

 

Students will evaluate both 

school systems and identify 

personal preferences. 

 

Students will contrast 

individual student 

schedules in the target 

language. 

 

 

 

 

Content: 

Nouns referring to people: 

l’insegnante, l’alunno, la 

classe , etc. 

 

Nouns referring to school 

subjects: 

l’arte, l’economia, la 

giurisprudenza, etc.  

 

Nouns referring to physical 

spaces within a school: 

l’aula, la biblioteca, la 

facoltà, il liceo, etc. 

 

Nouns referring the school 

experience: 

gli appunti, i compiti, 

l’esame, etc. 

Skills: 

Asking questions in the 

target language. 

 

Responding in complete 

sentences.  

 

Describing and defending 

personal statements using 

additional 

information/evidence. 

 

Engaging in interpersonal 

oral communication at 

random. 

 

 

Students will describe our 

physical classroom in the 

target language using key 

vocabulary. 

 

Students will major 

differences and similarities 

in the respective school 

systems by completing a 

graphic organizer in the 

target language. 

 

Students will compare and 

contrast the physical 

Italian and American 

classroom using a graphic 

organizer. 

 

 

 

 

7.1.NM.A.1 

Recognize familiar written or spoken 

words contained in culturally authentic 

materials using electronic information and 

other sources related to targeted things. 

 

7.1.NM.A.3 

Recognize a few common gestures and 

cultural practices associated with the 

target culture(s). 

 

7.1.NM.B.4 

Ask and respond to simple questions, 

make requests, and express preferences 

using memorized words and phrases. 

 

 

 

 

7.1.NM.C.5 

Name and label tangible cultural products 

and imitate cultural practices from the 

target culture(s). 

5  lessons 

Students will describe the 

ideal student to fit in both 

educational systems. 

 

Students will articulate 

what type of student they 

see themselves as. 

 

Students will identify and 

describe describe an ideal 

teacher. 

 

Students will explain ideal 

characteristics in a 

classmate or classmates. 

 

Students will defend 

positions by supplying 

concrete examples. 

Content: 

Irregular verb ESSERE and 

subject pronouns  

 

Adjectives referring to 

personality traits: 

contento, difficile, onesto, 

etc. 

 

Adjectives referring to 

nationality: 

americano, canadese, etc. 

 

Noun/adjective agreement 

across number and gender 

 

Liceo Scientifico 

Liceo Linguistico 

Liceo Classico 

Liceo Artistico 

Istituto Professionale 

 

Skills: 

Describing and clarifying 

personal information. 

 

Making observations in the 

target language. 

 

Students will be asked to 

describe their ideal best 

friend/boyfriend/girlfriend 

in several sentences. 

 

Students will respond to 

several personal questions 

in the target language 

regarding their 

personalities and school 

experience. 

 

Students will create an 

ideal teacher and class and 

present to their peers. 

 

Students will read an 

Italian students’ account of 

their school experience and 

summarize information via 

graphic organizer. 

7.1.NM.A.1 

Recognize familiar spoken or written 

words and phrases contained in culturally 

authentic materials using electronic 

information and other sources related to 

targeted themes. 

 

7.1.NM.A.4 

Identify familiar people, places and 

objects based on simple oral and/or 

written descriptions. 

 

7.1.NM.B.5 

Exchange information using words, 

phrases and short sentences practiced in 

class on familiar topics or on topics 

studied in other content areas. 

 

7.1.NM.C.1 

Use basic information at the word and 

memorized phrase level to create a 

multimedia rich presentation on targeted 

themes to be shared virtually with a target 

language audience. 

6 lessons  

http://www.liceodavinci.tv/sitoLiceo/
http://www.linguisticotrento.it/home/
http://www.liceoflacco.it/
http://www.liceoripetta.it/
http://www.ipsarvespucci.it/


Engaging in spontaneous 

interpersonal 

communication. 

 

Students will describe their 

daily schedule at school 

according to time-tables. 

 

Students will identify 

differences in schedules 

according to time-frames. 

 

Students will compile a 

schedule based on 

authentic oral descriptions. 

 

Students will compare and 

contrast the cultural 

concept of time. 

Content: 

Asking for the time: 

Che ora è/che ore sono? 

 

Time expressions: 

È.../sono le…al...alle 

 

Military Time 

 

Daily expressions 

regarding time: 

la mattina, il pomeriggio, la 

sera, la notte 

 

Days of the week: 

lunedì, martedì, mercoledì, 

giovedì, venerdì, sabato, 

domenica 

 

Skills: 

Distinguishing between the 

cultural concept of time. 

 

Listening comprehension. 

 

Application of oral 

information via graphic 

organizer. 

 

Forming complete 

sentences. 

 

Students will complete a 

graphic organizer via 

authentic oral prompts in 

target language. 

 

Students will explain their 

own schedules from 

memory, including 

time-tables, using an 

electronic device.  

 

 

7.1.NM.A.1 

Recognize familiar spoken or written 

words and phrases contained in culturally 

authentic materials using electronic 

information and other sources related to 

targeted themes. 

 

7.1.NM.B.5 

Exchange information using words, 

phrases and short sentences practiced in 

class on familiar topics or on topics 

studied in other content areas. 

3 lessons 

Students will summarize 

brief passages in the target 

language. 

 

Students will produce a 

small presentation derived 

from authentic articles. 

 

Students will rewrite 

presented information via 

graphic organizer. 

 

 

Content: 

Cultural information via 

several categories: 

 

Dove si parla italiano? 

(informazione statale) 

 

La Storia 

 

Le Tradizioni 

 

La Geografia 

 

Lo Sport 

 

The Extraordinary 

Commonplace 

 

Italia.it 

 

Le 20 Regioni 

 

Skills: 

Summarizing/paraphrasin

g in the target language. 

 

Presenting in the target 

language. 

 

Recording/organizing 

information in the target 

language. 

 

Students will submit 

collection of graphic 

organizers to demonstrate 

oral comprehension. 

7.1.NM.A.1 

Recognize familiar written or spoken 

words and phrases contained in culturally 

authentic materials using electronic 

information and other sources related to 

targeted themes. 

 

7.1.NM.A.5 

Demonstrate comprehension of brief oral 

and written messages using age- and 

level-appropriate, culturally authentic 

materials on familiar topics. 

 

7.1.NM.C.4 

Present information from age- and 

level-appropriate, culturally authentic 

materials orally or in writing.  

 

NJSLSA.SL1. Prepare for and participate 

effectively in a range of conversations and 

collaborations with diverse partners, 

building on others’ ideas and expressing 

their own clearly and persuasively.  

 

8.1.12.E.1  Produce a position statement 

about a real world problem by developing 

a systematic plan of investigation with 

peers and experts synthesizing 

information from multiple sources. 

 

NJSLSA.SL5. Make strategic use of digital 

media and visual displays of data to 

1 lesson 

http://www.italia.it/it/media/video/made-in-italy/italy-the-extraordinary-commonplace.html
http://www.italia.it/it/media/video/made-in-italy/italy-the-extraordinary-commonplace.html
http://www.italia.it/it/home.html
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZTnasuQwTtQ


express information and enhance 

understanding of presentations. 

 

CRP1. Act as a responsible and 

contributing citizen and employee 

 

CRP4. Communicate clearly and 

effectively and with reason. 

 

9.3.12.ED.2 Demonstrate effective oral, 

written and multimedia communication in 

multiple formats and contexts. 

 

Unit 3 Overview 

Unit Title: Il Tempo Libero  (Free Time) 

Unit Summary: 

This unit introduces students to the concept of “la dolce vita” and popular hobbies and pastimes in 

Italy.  Structurally, the unit introduces the regular present-tense -ARE verbs, irregular 

present-tense -ARE verbs, and colloquial expressions using irregular verbs.  Students will learn 

important vernacular phrases as well as their cultural implications.  In Unit 2A, students will begin 

to compare/contrast national hobbies and sports, as well as what that means for the respective 

cultural at large.  Additionally, they will learn to express preferences and support their ideas in the 

target language. 

 

Suggested Pacing: 16 lessons/3-4 weeks 

Learning Targets 

Unit Essential Questions: 

● Can a country have a national pastime or sport? 

● What does a national pastime say about the larger culture? 

● What is the concept of “la dolce vita?” 

● Is having a hobby important? 

● Does the US have anything in common with Italy regarding pastimes or sports? 

Unit Enduring Understandings: 

● A country’s national sport or pastime has deeper cultural links 

● Hobbies can offer important outlets, social relationships and personal expression 

● “La Dolce Vita” is a unique Italian concept with regard to Italy’s ideology 

● Globalization can increase cultural similarities with regard to pastimes and sports 

Evidence of Learning 

Formative Assessments: A variety of formative assessments will be used throughout the lesson, such as 

comprehension checks; participation throughout the lessons; completion of required activities. 

 

Summative Assessment: 

Using digital resources, students will prepare a presentation about American teenagers and popular 

pastimes to be shared with Italian students in Rome.  Presentations must include key vocabulary 



from the unit, both irregular and irregular ARE verbs, as well as key cultural insights and 

acknowledgements of Italian culture.  Students will be graded via the FLENJ novice presentational 

rubric. 

 
 
  



 

Objectives 
(Students will be able to…) 

Essential 

Content/Skills 

Suggested 

Assessments 

Standards 
(NJCCCS CPIs, CCSS, NGSS) 

Pacing 

Students will express their 

personal hobbies and 

preferred activities.. 

 

Students will discuss the 

concept of a national sport 

or hobby and attempt to 

identify this in both the US 

and Italy. 

 

Students will rewrite 

presented information via 

graphic organizer. 

 

Students will compare and 

contrast popular sports in 

Italy and the US. 

 

Students will create a 

mini-presentation on their 

favorite hobby and why 

they like it. 

 

 

 

Content: 

Vocabulary regarding 

expressions: 

Ti piace?/(non) mi piace 

 

Vocabulary regarding 

activities: 

andare a cavallo, andare al 

cinema, ballare, cantare, 

etc. 

 

Vocabulary regarding 

sports: 

l’atletica, l’automobilismo, 

il campeggio, etc. 

 

L'origine di calcio 

 

World Cup Profile 

 

Skills: 

Listening comprehension 

 

Forming questions 

 

Responding positively and 

negatively. 

 

Writing skills. 

 

Spontaneous interpersonal 

communication. 

Students will create a 

description of a 

photograph using key 

vocabulary. 

 

Students will create a 

dialogue and role-play the 

conversation via a digital 

recording device. 

 

Students will via an Italian 

commercial and identify 

relevant vocabulary on a 

graphic organizer. 

7.1.NM.A.1 

Recognize familiar written or spoken 

words and phrases contained in culturally 

authentic materials using electronic 

information and other sources related to 

targeted themes. 

 

7.1.NM.A.5 

Demonstrate comprehension of brief oral 

and written messages using age- and 

level-appropriate, culturally authentic 

materials on familiar topics. 

 

7.1.NM.C.4 

Present information from age- and 

level-appropriate, culturally authentic 

materials orally or in writing.  

 

NJSLSA.SL1. Prepare for and participate 

effectively in a range of conversations and 

collaborations with diverse partners, 

building on others’ ideas and expressing 

their own clearly and persuasively.  

 

8.1.12.E.1  Produce a position statement 

about a real world problem by developing 

a systematic plan of investigation with 

peers and experts synthesizing 

information from multiple sources. 

 

NJSLSA.SL5. Make strategic use of digital 

media and visual displays of data to 

express information and enhance 

understanding of presentations. 

 

CRP1. Act as a responsible and 

contributing citizen and employee 

 

CRP4. Communicate clearly and 

effectively and with reason. 

 

9.3.12.ED.2 Demonstrate effective oral, 

written and multimedia communication in 

multiple formats and contexts. 

5 lessons 

Students will expand their 

personal descriptions to 

include preferred activities. 

 

Students will compile a list 

of popular class activities. 

 

Students will construct  a 

short story about a fictional 

character. 

 

Students will select most 

frequently used verbs in 

their daily lives. 

 

Students will read a 

children’s book and 

Content: 

Subject pronouns (io, tu, 

lui, lei, noi, voi, loro) 

 

-ARE Verb conjugation 

(present tense) 

 

Frequently used -are verbs: 

mangiare, parlare, 

studiare, etc. 

 

 

 

Skills: 

Verb manipulation to 

reflect correct subject 

 

Students will write a 

children’s book in Italian, 

complete with illustrations. 

They will receive a 

presentational grade 

(FLENJ rubric). 

 

Students will prepare a 

short presentation on the 

main character of their 

children’s book using 

digital resources. 

 

Students will orally explain 

their weekly schedules 

using relevant -are verbs. 

They will receive an 

7.1.NM.A.1 

Recognize familiar spoken or written 

words and phrases contained in culturally 

authentic materials using electronic 

information and other sources related to 

targeted themes.  

 

7.1.NM.B.4 

Ask and respond to simple questions, 

make requests, and express preferences 

using memorized words and phrases.  

 

7.1.NM.C.4 

Present information from age- and 

level-appropriate, culturally authentic 

materials orally or in writing.  
 

5 lessons 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VVJEvtkFKBc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NofTWmHkDg8


summarize the 

information. 

Writing comprehension 

 

Reading comprehension 

 

Oral production 

 

Elaboration 

speaking grade (FLENJ 

rubric). 

 

Students will read an 

excerpt from a children’s 

book and summarize the 

information in pairs.  

7.1.NM.C.1 

Use basic information at the word and 

memorized-phrase level to create a 

multimedia-rich presentation on targeted 

themes to be shared virtually with a target 

language audience 

Students will expand their 

personal descriptions to 

include preferred activities 

and locations. 

 

Students will recognize 

colloquial phrases 

requiring irregular -are 

verbs. 

 

Students will construct a 

script based on the lives of 

typical American 

teenagers. 

 

Students will prepare a 

three-minute vlog on their 

daily routines including 

visual images. 

Content: 

Irregular -are verbs in the 

present tense (andare, 

dare, fare, stare) 

 

Colloquial expressions of 

irregular verbs: 

fare attenzione, fare il 

bagno, fare la doccia, etc. 

 

Subject pronouns 

 

Simple prepositions 

 

How to be a Vlogger 

 

Italian Teenagers 

 

Skills: 

Manipulating verbs to 

reflect subject 

 

Elaborating on information 

 

Presenting information in 

the target language 

 

Creating multi-media 

presenations 

Students will create a diary 

entry based on daily 

activities (including regular 

-are verbs and irregular 

-are verbs. 

 

Students will listen to a 

description of a teenager’s 

day and paraphrase 

information using relevant 

verbs. 

 

Students will construct a 

script based on the lives of 

typical American teenagers 

to be used in Unit 

Assessment. 

 

Students will prepare a 

three minute vlog on their 

daily routines including 

visual images. 

7.1.NM.A.1 

Recognize familiar spoken or written 

words and phrases contained in culturally 

authentic materials using electronic 

information and other sources related to 

targeted themes. 

 

7.1.NM.B.4 

Ask and respond to simple questions, 

make requests, and express preferences 

using memorized words and phrases.  

 

7.1.NM.C.4 

Present information from age- and 

level-appropriate, culturally authentic 

materials orally or in writing.  
 

7.1.NM.C.1 

Use basic information at the word and 

memorized-phrase level to create a 

multimedia-rich presentation on targeted 

themes to be shared virtually with a target 

language audience 

 

 

6  lessons 

 

 

  

http://www.wikihow.com/Be-a-Vlogger
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BZxlwRZZTeg


 

Unit 4 Overview 

Unit Title: Che Tempo Fa Oggi?  (What’s the weather like today?) 

Unit Summary:  

This unit introduces students to the concept of “l’ambiente” as well as climate/weather events and 

months of the year/seasons in Italy.  Students will also explore popular vacation spots and 

activities.  Structurally, the unit introduces the irregular present-tense irregular verb AVERE, 

colloquial expressions with AVERE, regular -ere verbs, the irregular verb PIACERE and numbers 

101 and higher.  Students will learn important vernacular phrases as well as their cultural 

implications.  In Unit 2B, students will begin to compare/contrast climate systems and seasons, as 

well as what that means for cultural activities.  Additionally, they will learn to express preferences 

and support their ideas in the target language. 

Suggested Pacing: 20 lessons/5 weeks 

Learning Targets 

Unit Essential Questions: 

● What is the climate like in Italy? 

● What bearing does the climate have on a culture and/or country? 

● Does the US and Italy share any similarities in terms of seasons/climates? 

● Where do Italians go on vacation nationally and internationally? 

● What does vacation say about the larger culture? 

● Do popular Italian destinations differ for Italian citizens and foreign tourists? 

Unit Enduring Understandings: 

● A country’s climate has larger implications with regard to country and culture 

● The US and Italy may share similar climates and cultural practices 

● Italians, like Americans, have popular vacation spots within Italy and internationally 

● Vacations can provide windows into a culture’s ideology 

● Not all popular Italian tourists destinations are popular for Italian citizens 

Evidence of Learning 

Formative Assessments: A variety of formative assessments will be used throughout the lesson, such as 

comprehension checks; participation throughout the lessons; completion of required activities. 

 

Summative Assessment: 

 

Using digital resources, students will plan a vacation to a popular vacation destination in Italy for 

either American citizens or Italian citizens.  They will research climate, fashion, activities and 

details such as hotel, restaurants, etc.  Students will present their vacation plan to an elected “guest” 

who will choose a vacation based on the quality of the materials prepared.  Students will be required 

to use multimedia and digital tools and will be assessed using the FLENJ novice-presentational 

rubric. 

 

Alternative Assessment: Students have freedom to choose their topic and what type of digital 

resources/platform for the project.  



 
 
  



 

Objectives 
(Students will be able to…) 

Essential 

Content/Skills 

Suggested 

Assessments 

Standards 
(NJCCCS CPIs, CCSS, NGSS) 

Pacing 

Students will name 

climactic events. 

 

Students will describe the 

climate in both the US and 

Italy. 

 

Students will compare and 

contrast similar American 

and Italian cities with 

regard to climate. 

 

Students will classify 

weather terms into the 

appropriate season. 

 

Students will identify the 

different between Celsius 

and Fahrenheit 

measurement systems. 

 

Content: 

Vocabulary relating to the 

weather forecast: 

che tempo fa?, fa bel 

tempo, etc. 

 

Vocabulary relating to 

weather events: 

la foschia, il fulmine, la 

grandine, etc. 

 

Vocabulary relating to 

describing the weather: 

coperto, piovoso, secco, etc. 

 

Vocabulary relating to the 

date: 

domani, l’anno, il 

compleanno, etc. 

 

Vocabulary relating to 

months: 

gennaio, febbraio, marzo, 

etc. 

 

Vocabulary relating to 

seasons: 

l’inverno, la primavera, 

l’autunno, l’estate 

 

Il Meteo della Repubblica 

 

Skills: 

Constructing an email 

 

Oral comprehension via 

authentic weather forecast 

 

Classifying information  

 

Modelling authentic 

weather forecast 

 

Summarizing information 

Students will construct an 

email to an Italian 

exchange student detailing 

seasonal information and 

local climate. 

 

Students will listen to an 

authentic weather forecast 

and classify information 

via a graphic organizer. 

 

Students will create a 

weather forecast via visual 

prompts associated with 

weather forecast. 

 

Students will order 

questions and responses  to 

reflect sequential flow of 

spontaneous conversation. 

 

Students will analyze a 

weather article and 

summarize main 

information. 

7.1.NM.A.1 

Recognize familiar spoken or written 

words and phrases contained in culturally 

authentic materials using electronic 

information and other sources related to 

targeted themes. 

 

7.1.NM.A.5 

Demonstrate comprehension of brief oral 

and written messages using age- and 

level-appropriate, culturally authentic 

materials on familiar topics. 

 

 

7.1.NM.C.2 

Imitate, recite, and/or dramatize simple 

poetry, rhymes, songs, and skits.  

 

7.1.NM.C.4 

Present information from age- and 

level-appropriate, culturally authentic 

materials orally or in writing.  
 

 

8  lessons 

Students will discuss 

physical states in each 

season. 

 

Students will compare how 

their physical states change 

according to the seasons. 

 

Students will role-play 

several dialogues that 

include colloquial 

expressions with AVERE. 

Content: 

Irregular, present-tense 

conjugation of AVERE 

 

Colloquial expressions with 

AVERE: 

avere bisogno di, avere 

caldo, avere freddo, etc. 

 

Skills: 

Memorization and 

recitation 

 

Associating information 

with a specific category 

 

Listening comprehension 

Students will provide 

physical descriptions for 

each of the four seasons in 

a graphic organizer. 

 

Students will memorize 

poetry and recite for the 

class. 

7.1.NM.B.5 

Exchange information using words, 

phrases, and short sentences practiced in 

class on familiar topics or on topics 

studied in other content areas. 

 

7.1.NM.C.2 

Imitate, recite, and/or dramatize simple 

poetry, rhymes, songs, and skits.  

 

7.1.NM.C.3 

Copy/write words, phrases, or simple 

guided texts on familiar topics.  

3 lessons 

Students will associate 

specific actions with a 

Content: 

Regular, present-tense 

conjugation of -ere verbs: 

Students will write a 

postcard from a dream 

7.1.NM.B.4 4 lessons  

http://meteo.repubblica.it/


particular season or 

climate. 

 

Students will discuss a 

vacation and provide 

personal experience. 

 

Students will interview a 

classmate for an article 

titled, “What Would You 

Do on a Perfect Day?” 

chiedere, chiudere, correre, 

etc. 

 

Subject  pronouns  

 

Irregular, present-tense 

conjugation of piacere 

 

Il Mio Giorno Perfetto 

 

Skills: 

Expressing likes and 

dislikes. 

 

Write a post-card. 

 

Oral comprehension. 

 

Reading comprehension. 

 

Asking questions in the 

target language. 

 

vacation detailing everyday 

activities. 

 

Students will interview 

classmates for an article to 

be shared with their Italian 

counterparts.  The article 

must be submitted both 

orally and in writing. 

Ask and respond to simple questions, 

make requests, and express preferences 

using memorized words and phrases.  

 

7.1.NM.B.5 

Exchange information using words, 

phrases, and short sentences practiced in 

class on familiar topics or on topics 

studied in other content areas. 

 

7.1.NM.C.1 

Use basic information at the word and 

memorized-phrase level to create a 

multimedia-rich presentation on targeted 

themes to be shared virtually with a target 

language audience.  

 

NJSLSA.SL1. Prepare for and participate 

effectively in a range of conversations and 

collaborations with diverse partners, 

building on others’ ideas and expressing 

their own clearly and persuasively.  

 

8.1.12.E.1  Produce a position statement 

about a real world problem by developing 

a systematic plan of investigation with 

peers and experts synthesizing 

information from multiple sources. 

 

NJSLSA.SL5. Make strategic use of digital 

media and visual displays of data to 

express information and enhance 

understanding of presentations. 

 

CRP1. Act as a responsible and 

contributing citizen and employee 

 

CRP4. Communicate clearly and 

effectively and with reason. 

 

9.3.12.ED.2 Demonstrate effective oral, 

written and multimedia communication in 

multiple formats and contexts. 

Students will conduct 

research for an Italian 

vacation in a particular 

season. 

 

Students will compare 

prices across seasons and 

present their findings to 

the class. 

Content: 

Numbers 101 and higher  

 

Simboli matematici:  

per, uguale, meno, diviso, 

etc. 

 

Dates (formulation) 

 

Colloquial expressions 

regarding time: 

Da quando?/Da quanto 

tempo? 

 

Al Italia 

Trenitalia 

 

Skills: 

Conducting research using 

digital resources 

 

Creating multi-media 

presentation 

 

Students will complete a 

graphic organizer 

comparing prices across 

seasons for various tickets 

and activities. 

 

Students will prepare a 

presentation based on their 

findings using digital tools 

and resources. 

7.1.NM.A.1 

Recognize familiar spoken or written 

words and phrases contained in culturally 

authentic materials using electronic 

information and other sources related to 

targeted themes.  

 

7.1.NM.C.1 

Use basic information at the word and 

memorized-phrase level to create a 

multimedia-rich presentation on targeted 

themes to be shared virtually with a target 

language audience.  

 

7.1.NM.C.4 

Present information from age- and 

level-appropriate, culturally authentic 

materials orally or in writing.  

3 lessons  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tcfB3r7GzFk
http://www.alitalia.com/it_it
http://www.trenitalia.com/


Reading comprehension 

 

Oral speaking practice 

Students will summarize 

written information in the 

target language. 

 

Students will present 

information using digital 

tools. 

 

Students will record 

information via graphic 

organizers.  

 

Students will identify key 

information via authentic 

advertisement. 

 

Students will create a 

personal advertisement to 

find an Italian pen-pal. 

Content: 

Political, geographical and 

historical presentation of 

Rome. 

 

Rome via six categories: 

Cifre, celebri, il cinema, la 

storia, le feste e il 

trasporto. 

 

Lettura: 

Advertisement Brochure 

for Parco Nazionale del 

Gran Sasso 

 

Ascolto: 

All’universita’ 

 

Skills: 

Listening comprehension 

 

Summarizing/paraphrasin

g information 

 

Presenting information 

 

Reading comprehension 

 

Writing comprehension 

Students will present 

information using digital 

resources to provide a 

categorical account of 

Rome. 

 

Students will answer 

questions based on a 

reading and submit their 

responses. 

 

Students will complete a 

graphic organizer during 

the Ascolto activity. 

 

Students will create a 

personal ad in writing. 

7.1.NM.A.5 

Demonstrate comprehension of brief oral 

and written messages using age- and 

level-appropriate, culturally authentic 

materials on familiar topics. 

 

7.1.NM.C.1 

Use basic information at the word and 

memorized-phrase level to create a 

multimedia-rich presentation on targeted 

themes to be shared virtually with a target 

language audience.  

 

7.1.NM.C.4 

Present information from age- and 

level-appropriate, culturally authentic 

materials orally or in writing.  

 

NJSLSA.SL1. Prepare for and participate 

effectively in a range of conversations and 

collaborations with diverse partners, 

building on others’ ideas and expressing 

their own clearly and persuasively.  

 

8.1.12.E.1  Produce a position statement 

about a real world problem by developing 

a systematic plan of investigation with 

peers and experts synthesizing 

information from multiple sources. 

 

NJSLSA.SL5. Make strategic use of digital 

media and visual displays of data to 

express information and enhance 

understanding of presentations. 

 

CRP1. Act as a responsible and 

contributing citizen and employee 

 

CRP4. Communicate clearly and 

effectively and with reason. 

 

9.3.12.ED.2 Demonstrate effective oral, 

written and multimedia communication in 

multiple formats and contexts. 

 

 

 

2 lessons 

 

  



 

Unit 5 Overview 

Unit Title: La Famiglia di Alessia Bianchi  (Alessia Bianchi’s Family) 

Unit Summary:  

This unit introduces students to the concept of “family” as well as marital status and the role of pets. 

Students will also explore how the Italian family has changed over time.  Structurally, the unit 

introduces possessives,  simple and articulated prepositions, and regular, present-tense conjugation 

of -ire verbs.  Students will learn important vernacular phrases as well as their cultural implications. 

In Unit 3A, students will begin to compare/contrast the concept of family and the family unit, as 

well as what that means for the culture at large.  Additionally, they will learn to express preferences 

and support their ideas in the target language. 

 

Suggested Pacing: 15 lessons/3 weeks 

Learning Targets 

Unit Essential Questions: 

● What does the concept of family mean in Italy? 

● What bearing does the family unit have on a culture and/or country? 

● Do the US and Italy share any similarities in terms of the family unit? 

● How has the concept of family and the family unit changed over time? 

● How is the concept of family reflected in popular culture? 

● What does family mean to me? 

Unit Enduring Understandings: 

● The family unit has larger implications with regard to country and culture 

● The US and Italy may share similar climates and cultural practices 

● Both the Italian and American traditional family unit has changed over time 

● Pop culture/media reflect cultural views regarding family consciously and subconsciously 

● Family and the family unit hold different meanings for different individuals 

Evidence of Learning 

Formative Assessments: A variety of formative assessments will be used throughout the lesson, such as 

comprehension checks; participation throughout the lessons; completion of required activities. 

 

Summative Assessment: 

 

Students will prepare a presentation detailing a famous historical Italian family.  Each family 

member will be presented from the student’s point of view and must include a detailed personal 

description of specific family member.  Students are required to submit a written, visual and oral 

component to their presentation using digital tools.  All students will be evaluated via the FLENJ 

novice presentational rubric. 

 
 
 
 



 

Objectives 
(Students will be able to…) 

Essential 

Content/Skills 

Suggested 

Assessments 

Standards 
(NJCCCS CPIs, CCSS, NGSS) 

Pacing 

Students will list and 

arrange members of a 

family into a family tree. 

 

Students will paraphrase 

information from authentic 

text. 

 

Students will compare and 

contrast the family unit 

over time and across 

cultural contexts. 

 

Students will evaluate data 

and relate it to the culture 

at large. 

 

Students will construct a 

family tree by 

manipulating props. 

Content: 

Vocabulary relating to 

marital status: 

celibe, divorziato, 

fidanzato, etc. 

 

Vocabulary relating to 

family: 

il bambino, il cognome, la 

coppia, etc. 

 

Vocabulary relating to the 

family relationships: 

madre, padre, zio, zia, etc. 

 

Vocabulary relating to 

in-laws: 

il/la cognato/a, il genero, la 

nuora 

 

Vocabulary relating to 

domestic pets: 

il canarino, il gatto, il pesce 

 

La Famiglia Italiana 

 

Back Seat Italians 

 

Skills: 

Reading comprehension 

 

Summarizing/paraphrasin

g 

 

Comparing contrasting and 

supporting conclusions 

 

Total Physical Response 

 

Oral comprehension 

Students will manipulate 

props into a family tree 

based on oral prompts. 

 

Students will record 

information in a graphic 

organizer via an oral 

conversation. 

 

Using a Venn Diagram, 

students will compare and 

contrast family units based 

on authentic articles. 

 

Students will analyze an 

authentic commercial and 

list cultural stereotypes 

relating to the italian 

culture and family unit. 

7.1.NM.A.1 

Recognize familiar spoken or written 

words and phrases contained in culturally 

authentic materials using electronic 

information and other sources related to 

targeted themes.  

 

7.1.NM.A.2 

Demonstrate comprehension of simple, 

oral and written directions, commands, 

and requests through appropriate physical 

response 

 

 

 

7.1.NM.A.3 

Recognize a few common gestures and 

cultural practices associated with the 

target culture(s). 

 

NJSLSA.SL1. Prepare for and participate 

effectively in a range of conversations and 

collaborations with diverse partners, 

building on others’ ideas and expressing 

their own clearly and persuasively.  

 

8.1.12.E.1  Produce a position statement 

about a real world problem by developing 

a systematic plan of investigation with 

peers and experts synthesizing 

information from multiple sources. 

 

NJSLSA.SL5. Make strategic use of digital 

media and visual displays of data to 

express information and enhance 

understanding of presentations. 

 

CRP1. Act as a responsible and 

contributing citizen and employee 

 

CRP4. Communicate clearly and 

effectively and with reason. 

 

9.3.12.ED.2 Demonstrate effective oral, 

written and multimedia communication in 

multiple formats and contexts. 

 

 

5  lessons 

Students will describe 

various family members 

including hobbies and 

activities. 

 

Students will prepare an 

interview with a classmate 

in their own class or 

another class and present 

their findings. 

 

Students will select an 

important person in their 

Content: 

Possessives 

il mio, la mia, i miei, le mie 

 

La Mia Famiglia 

 

Skills: 

Formulating questions and 

responses 

 

Oral practice 

 

Writing practice 

Students will prepare 

interview questions and 

submit in writing. 

 

Students will fill out a 

graphic organizer via a 

listening comprehension 

activity. 

 

Students will submit a 

detailed explanation of 

important people in their 

7.1.NM.A.1 

Recognize familiar spoken or written 

words and phrases contained in culturally 

authentic materials using electronic 

information and other sources related to 

targeted themes.  

 

7.1.NM.B.5 

Exchange information using words, 

phrases, and short sentences practiced in 

class on familiar topics or on topics 

studied in other content areas.   
 

3  lessons 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=voHrK-NvpMo
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1fBFm4OD2W0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=npyizO2_X5U


life and present that 

information in a format of 

their choosing. 

 

Answering open-ended 

questions 

life in a format of their 

choosing. 

7.1.NM.C.3 

Copy/write words, phrases, or simple 

guided texts on familiar topics.  

Students will describe daily 

habits and whereabouts of 

family members and close 

friends. 

 

Students will outline their 

daily whereabouts during 

the school week. 

 

Students will compare and 

contrast their weekly 

activities with an Italians 

students. 

 

Students will view short 

video clips and summarize 

major action sequences. 

 

Students will create short 

comic strips. 

Content: 

Preposizioni Semplici 

(Simple prepositions) 

a, con, da, di, in, per, 

tra/fra, su 

 

Preposizioni Articolate 

(Prepositional 

Contractions) 

al, allo, all’, alla, ai, agli, 

alle, etc. 

 

Skills: 

Writing skills 

Providing information in 

the target language 

Compare/contrast 

Summarize 

Creating original 

descriptions 

Students will submit their 

daily whereabouts in 

writing on a graphic 

organizer. 

 

Students will complete a 

Venn Diagram to compare 

their schedules with an 

Italian student’s. 

 

Students will submit 

groupwork summarizing 

important scenes in video 

clips. 

 

Students will submit comic 

strips. 

7.1.NM.A.5 

Demonstrate comprehension of brief oral 

and written messages using age- and 

level-appropriate, culturally authentic 

materials on familiar topics. 

 

7.1.NM.C.3 

Copy/write words, phrases, or simple 

guided texts on familiar topics. 

 

7.1.NM.C.4 

Present information from age- and 

level-appropriate, culturally authentic 

materials orally or in writing.  

5 lessons  

Students will associate 

verbs with appropriate 

items. 

 

Students will select one 

member of their family and 

apply all -ire verbs to their 

life in some way. 

 

Students will illustrate a 

children’s book based on 

authentic text. 

Content: 

Regular, present-tense -ire 

verbs: 

aprire, dormire, offrire, 

seguire, sentire, servire 

 

Regular present-tense -isco 

verbs: 

capire, preferire, finire, 

pulire, spedire 

 

Skills: 

Writing short, descriptive 

sentences. 

Verb association 

Oral practice 

Students will record 

information about a 

specific family member 

using -ire verbs using a 

digital device. 

 

In pairs, students will 

submit the illustrated 

children’s book. 

7.1.NM.A.1 

Recognize familiar spoken or written 

words and phrases contained in culturally 

authentic materials using electronic 

information and other sources related to 

targeted themes.  

 

7.1.NM.A.5 

Demonstrate comprehension of brief oral 

and written messages using age- and 

level-appropriate, culturally authentic 

materials on familiar topics. 

 

7.1.NM.C.3 

Copy/write words, phrases, or simple 

guided texts on familiar topics.  

2  lessons 

 

 

  



 

Unit 6 Overview 

Unit Title: Come sono?  (What are they like?) 

Unit Summary:  

This unit expands students’ ability to describe themselves and others in the target language both 

physically and mentally.  Students will also identify popular professions and titles of respect. 

Students will explore cultural nuances surrounding friendships, professions and dating/marriage in 

Italy.  Structurally, the unit introduces descriptive adjectives and interrogatives and demonstratives. 

Students will learn important vernacular phrases as well as their cultural implications.  In Unit 3B, 

students will begin to compare/contrast friendship, dating and marriage rituals, as well as what that 

means for the culture at large.  Additionally, they will learn to express preferences and support their 

ideas in the target language. 

 

Suggested Pacing: 16 lessons/4 weeks 

Learning Targets 

Unit Essential Questions: 

● What people like in Italy? 

● What bearing does dating and marriage rituals have on a culture and/or country? 

● Do the US and Italy share any similarities in terms of dating/marriage rituals? 

● What professions are popular in Italy?  Has this changed over time? 

● Is the definition of friendship the same in every country? 

● Can I identify any famous contemporary Italians? 

Unit Enduring Understandings: 

● A country’s dating/marriage rituals have larger implications with regard to country and 

culture 

● The US and Italy may share similar climates and cultural practices 

● Italians, like Americans, have popular professions and titles of respect 

● The definition of friendship and cultural rituals surrounding it differ in many countries 

● There are many famous contemporary Italians in a variety of fields  

Evidence of Learning 

Formative Assessments: A variety of formative assessments will be used throughout the lesson, such as 

comprehension checks; participation throughout the lessons; completion of required activities. 

 

Summative Assessment: 

 

Students will choose their best friend and present a presentation on this person in Italian using 

digital tools.  They will introduce the particular friend, provide a personal description.  In addition, 

students will be asked to identify career interests, romantic interests, etc.  They will provide a 

description of their friendship as well as activities they do together.  Students must demonstrate 

cultural and structural knowledge of the unit as well as creativity and mastery of digital tools. 

Students will be graded via the FLENJ novice presentational rubric. 

 



 

Objectives 
(Students will be able to…) 

Essential 

Content/Skills 

Suggested 

Assessments 

Standards 
(NJCCCS CPIs, CCSS, NGSS) 

Pacing 

Students will identify 

descriptive adjectives and 

popular professions. 

 

Students will summarize 

authentic accounts of 

marriage, dating and 

friendship rituals in Italy. 

 

Students will compare and 

contrast rituals in the US 

and Italy. 

 

Students will interview 

each other about their ideal 

boyfriend/girlfriend. 

 

Students will select ideal 

pairings based on personal 

descriptions and desires. 

 

Students will associate 

actions with particular 

personality traits. 

Content: 

Vocabulary relating to 

personal descriptions: 

amaro, attivo, atletico, 

avaro, brillante, convinto, 

etc. 

 

Vocabulary relating to 

professions: 

l’architetto, l’avvocato, il 

giornalista, etc. 

 

Skills: 

Compare/contrast 

 

Spontaneous interpersonal 

communication 

 

Summarize/rewrite 

 

Forming questions 

 

Selection based on written 

criteria 

 

Association 

 

 

Students will submit a 

Venn Diagram comparing 

rituals of friendship, dating 

and marriage in US and 

Italy. 

 

Students will interview 

each other and submit 

written and oral interview 

for assessment grade. 

 

Students will pair couples 

based on personal 

characteristics and desired 

characteristics. 

 

Students will write an 

individual account of 

themselves and what they 

are looking for in an ideal 

mate. 

7.1.NM.A.1 

Recognize familiar spoken or written 

words and phrases contained in culturally 

authentic materials using electronic 

information and other sources related to 

targeted themes.  

 

7.1.NM.A.2 

Demonstrate comprehension of simple, 

oral and written directions, commands, 

and requests through appropriate physical 

response 

 

7.1.NM.B.1 

Use digital tools to exchange basic 

information at the word and 

memorized-phrase level related to self and 

targeted themes. 

 

7.1.NM.C.3 

Copy/write words, phrases, or simple 

guided texts on familiar topics.  
 

10  lessons 

Students will associate 

interrogatives with 

statements. 

 

Students will discuss 

preferences using 

interrogatives. 

 

Students will select a 

particular individual based 

on the formulation of 

questions and responses. 

 

Students will role-play 

different identities in 

various situations. 

Content: 

Interrogatives: 

che cosa, chi, come, dove, 

perché, quale, quando, 

quanto 

 

Demonstratives: 

questo/quello 

 

Skills: 

Forming questions 

 

Expressing preferences 

 

Supporting ideas 

 

Oral production 

 

Association 

Students will record their 

spontaneous interpersonal 

conversation.  They will be 

assessed using the FLENJ 

novice speaking rubric. 

 

Students will associate 

interrogatives with 

statements via physical 

objects. 

 

Students will view a short 

video clip and respond in 

writing to several questions 

using interrogatives. 

7.1.NM.A.4 

Identify familiar people, places, and 

objects based on simple oral and/or 

written descriptions. 

 

7.1.NM.B.1 

Use digital tools to exchange basic 

information at the word and 

memorized-phrase level related to self and 

targeted themes. 

 

7.1.NM.C.3 

Copy/write words, phrases, or simple 

guided texts on familiar topics.  

3 lessons 

Students will rewrite 

cultural information from 

authentic passages. 

 

Students will present 

information using digital 

tools. 

 

Students will select 

information to record in a 

graphic organizer. 

Content: 

Data on Italians in the 

world via five major 

categories: 

demographics, history, 

holidays, people and 

gastronomy. 

Italians Working Abroad 

 

Skills: 

Summarizing, 

paraphrasing 

 

Presenting information in 

the target language 

 

Reading comprehension 

Students will record 

cultural information on a 

graphic organizer. 

 

Students will present 

information on a 

pre-selected topic in the 

target language. 

 

 

7.1.NM.A.1 

Recognize familiar spoken or written 

words and phrases contained in culturally 

authentic materials using electronic 

information and other sources related to 

targeted themes.  

 

7.1.NM.C.1 

Use basic information at the word and 

memorized-phrase level to create a 

multimedia-rich presentation on targeted 

themes to be shared virtually with a target 

language audience.  

 

7.1.NM.C.3 

Copy/write words, phrases, or simple 

guided texts on familiar topics.  

1 lesson 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1PVZRvTvSkM


Students will analyze 

authentic text and identify 

important information. 

 

Students will create idea 

maps in the target 

language. 

 

Students will classify 

information from authentic 

conversation. 

Content: 

Lettura:  Amici a quattro 

zampe 

 

Ascolto: Susanna e Diana 

 

Scrittura:  Scrivere una 

lettera 

 

Skills: 

Writing comprehension 

Writing a letter 

Oral comprehension 

Categorizing information 

Identifying main ideas 

Students will answer 

questions and identify 

main ideas in an authentic 

article. 

 

Students will submit idea 

map prior to composing a 

letter in the target 

language. 

 

Students will compose and 

submit a letter on the 

theme of family. 

 

Students will classify 

information from an 

authentic conversation on 

a graphic organizer. 

7.1.NM.A.1 

Recognize familiar spoken or written 

words and phrases contained in culturally 

authentic materials using electronic 

information and other sources related to 

targeted themes.  

 

7.1.NM.A.5 

Demonstrate comprehension of brief oral 

and written messages using age- and 

level-appropriate, culturally authentic 

materials on familiar topics. 

 

7.1.NM.C.4 

Present information from age- and 

level-appropriate, culturally authentic 

materials orally or in writing.  

 

NJSLSA.SL1. Prepare for and participate 

effectively in a range of conversations and 

collaborations with diverse partners, 

building on others’ ideas and expressing 

their own clearly and persuasively.  

 

8.1.12.E.1  Produce a position statement 

about a real world problem by developing 

a systematic plan of investigation with 

peers and experts synthesizing 

information from multiple sources. 

 

NJSLSA.SL5. Make strategic use of digital 

media and visual displays of data to 

express information and enhance 

understanding of presentations. 

 

CRP1. Act as a responsible and 

contributing citizen and employee 

 

CRP4. Communicate clearly and 

effectively and with reason. 

 

9.3.12.ED.2 Demonstrate effective oral, 

written and multimedia communication in 

multiple formats and contexts. 

1 lesson 

 


