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Course Overview 

 

Description 

Grade 8 Chinese continues to develop the four skills of language learning - listening, speaking, 

reading, and writing. Students acquire and demonstrate competence in these skills using 

Interpretive, Interpersonal, and Presentational modes of communication.  Grade 8 Chinese offers 

opportunities for students to use 21st Century Skills to enhance their own learning of the language, 

and to promote awareness of the positive impact that learning a language can offer them. Each unit 

presents a new linguistic and cultural context that students will learn to navigate with increasing 

independence and creativity.  The major themes in Grade 8 Chinese relate to the students’ lives as 

they discuss shopping, school life, environment and health, fashion and entertainment, media, 

travel and customs. 

Goals 

Our World Language Curricula are guided by the American Council on the Teaching of Foreign 

Languages (ACTFL) and the New Jersey Core Curriculum Content Standards (NJCCCS). This Grade 

8 Chinese curriculum incorporates the New Jersey World Language Standards as revised in 2014. 

According to the NJCCCS all students will be able to use a world language in addition to English to 

engage in meaningful conversation, to understand and interpret spoken and written language, and 

to present information, concepts, and ideas, while also gaining an understanding of the perspectives 

of other cultures. Through language study, they will make connections with other content areas, 

compare the language and culture studied with their own, and participate in home and global 

communities. 

 

The Interpretive Mode: 

The Interpretive Mode is the manner of communication in which students demonstrate 

understanding of spoken and written communication within the appropriate cultural context. 

Examples of “one-way” reading or listening include cultural interpretations of print, video, and 

online texts, movies, radio and television broadcasts, and speeches. Interpretation beyond the 

Novice level differs from comprehension because it implies the ability to read or listen “between 

the lines.”  

 

The Interpersonal Mode: 

The Interpersonal Mode is the manner of communication in which students engage in direct oral 

and or written communication with others (e.g., Conversing face-to-face, participating in online 

discussions or videoconferences, instant messaging and text messaging, exchanging personal letters 

or email messages). 

 

The Presentational Mode: 

The Presentational Mode is the manner of communication in which students present, through 

oral and/or written communications, information, concepts and ideas to an audience of listeners or 

readers with whom there is no immediate interaction. Examples of this “one-to-many” mode of 

communication are making a presentation to a group, posting an online video or webpage, creating 

and posting a podcast or videocast, and writing an article for a newspaper.  

 

 



Resources 

 

Suggested activities and resources page  

 

Materials 

Core: There is no textbook used  for the course. Units are thematic.  
Supplemental: Resources are linked below throughout the curriculum maps 

Benchmark Assessments 

Benchmark assessments are given at the conclusion of each unit and focus on the main ideas and anchor 

standards of the course.  

 

Modifications and Adaptations for Special Needs Learners 

(Gifted and Talented Students, English Language Learners, Students with  

Special Needs,  At-Risk Students, and Students with 504 Plans) 

 

 

  

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1mAQN5Ws1aB28WbUYW2f9WupCLCZEVFagcgHFzAqZWy4/edit?copiedFromTrash
https://docs.google.com/document/d/17jxXj8M6NY9FS5d7zD-8CizkgDHb253Q-pv3KmnC7Nc/edit?usp=sharing


 

Unit 1 Overview 

Unit Title: 温故知新 Review of Chinese 7 

Unit Summary: 

In this unit, students will review the key points of 7th grade Chinese.  The students will practice and 

be assessed on the four skills of language learning.  

 

Suggested Pacing: 15 lessons 

Learning Targets 

Unit Essential Questions: 

 

● How can you describe yourself using the words and structures learned in 7th grade? 

● How do you use different expressions to tell time? 

● How do you give directions and make travel plans? 

● How can you be a more effective language learner? 

● In real life, how can you communicate if you don’t have precise vocabulary? 

Unit Enduring Understandings: 

 

● I can categorize Chinese characters by their radicals and tell their general meanings 

● There are many authentic resources available to allow me to read and listen independently.  

Evidence of Learning 

Formative Assessments: A variety of formative assessments will be used throughout the lesson, such as 

exit tickets, Flipgrid, Edpuzzle, Quizlet, turn and talk, and dramatic interpretation. 

 

Summative Assessment: 

At the end of this unit, the students will complete a listening quiz and the writing test 

 

Objectives 
(Students will be able to…) 

Essential 

Content/Skills 

Suggested 

Assessments 
Standards Pacing 

Talk about oneself and 

other people including 

their jobs, hobbies, school 

life and etc. 

Content: 

Key words and structures 

in Chinese 7 

 

Skills: 

Use different ways to talk 

about time 

 

Describe one’s school life 

including school schedule, 

classes and campus 

facilities 

 

Talk about different 

weather conditions and 

obtain information from 

weather forecast 

Interpersonal: 

Oral practice-Find your 

shadow 

 

Interpretative: 

Reading comprehension 

quiz 

 

Listening comprehension 

quiz 

 

Presentational: 

Small project-All about me 

 

7.1.IL.A.2 

Demonstrate comprehension of oral and 

written instructions connected to daily 

activities through appropriate responses. 

 

7.1.IL.A.4 

Use the target language to describe 

people, places, objects, and daily activities 

learned about through oral or written 

descriptions. 

 

7.1.IL.A.5 

Demonstrate comprehension of 

conversations and written information on 

a variety of topics. 

 

7.1.IL.B.2 

10 lessons 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1_BX8vhU2Q8p1bRVHm_QE7szGqMwL5Z-oq5nJJra-qQ4/edit


 

Discuss people’s 

occupations and hobbies 

 

Give directions to places 

and make a simple travel 

plan 

Give and follow a series of oral and written 

directions, commands, and requests for 

participating in age- and level-appropriate 

classroom and cultural activities.  

 

7.1.IL.C.3 

Use language creatively to respond in 

writing to a variety of oral or visual 

prompts.  

Describe one’s appearance 

and make comparison to 

others 

Content: 

Adjective words about 

appearances 

高、矮、胖、瘦、老/大、
小、好看、难看、漂亮、帅 

 

Comparison words 

比、很多、一点儿 

 

Other words 

长得、怎么样 

 

 

Structures: 

他长得怎么样？ 

他比我高，也比我胖一点儿 

我的姐姐比我好看很多 

 

Skills: 

Compare age and 

appearance between two 

people or objective 

 

Properly use the structures 

starting with “怎么样“ 

今天天气怎么样？ 

他长得怎么样？ 

Interpersonal: 

Quick response practice 

 

 

Interpretative: 

Picture matching and 

describe them 

 

Presentational: 

Introduce a 

person-including his/her 

relation with you, age, 

grade, appearance 

comparing to you and 

other personal information 

7.1.IL.A.4 

Use the target language to describe 

people, places, objects, and daily activities 

learned about through oral or written 

descriptions. 

 

7.1.IL.A.5 

Demonstrate comprehension of 

conversations and written information on 

a variety of topics. 

 

7.1.IL.B.1 

Use digital tools to participate in short 

conversations and to exchange 

information related to targeted themes.  

 

7.1.IL.C.2 

Present student-created and/or authentic 

short plays, skits, poems, songs, stories, or 

reports.  

5 lessons 

 

Unit 2 Overview 

Unit Title: 我的家 My family 

Unit Summary: 

 

In this unit, the students will learn the rooms, furniture and other objects in a house and be able to 

give directions to different rooms. They will be able to use adjectives to describe or make 

compliments about a house.  

Suggested Pacing: 22 lessons 

Learning Targets 

Unit Essential Questions: 

 

● When comparing your house to the typical house in China, which one do you like better? 

Why?  

● In your opinion, what are the most essential parts of a house? 

● How do you introduce your room/house if you don’t have precise vocabulary? 

 

 



Unit Enduring Understandings: 

 

● There is no clear line between residential and business districts in urban areas in China. 

Younger generations sometimes look for vital functions and convenience over the quality of 

the neighborhood. On the other hand, for people with financial stability, privacy and safety 

are their priorities when looking for a house. 

Evidence of Learning 

Formative Assessments: A variety of formative assessments will be used throughout the lesson, such as 

exit tickets, Flipgrid, Edpuzzle, Quizlet, turn and talk, and dramatic interpretation. 

 

Summative Assessment: 

The students will take some photos of their room and house, give a short presentation to introduce 

them including the objects and possessions. They will then vote for the largest, smallest, prettiest, 

tidiest, and most special rooms. At the end of the unit, the students will become interior designers 

to create their dream houses and present their work with the posters. 

 

Objectives 
(Students will be able to…) 

Essential 

Content/Skills 

Suggested 

Assessments 
Standards Pacing 

Identify the spaces in a 

room 

 

Identify objects in living 

room and bedroom 

Content: 

Houses 

客厅、饭厅、厨房、厕所、
浴室、卫生间、房间、卧
室、车库、地下室、洗衣
间、院子、一楼、二楼、两
层楼 

 

Objects or furniture 

床、书桌、书架、衣柜、电
脑、台灯、地毯、桌子、椅
子、茶几、沙发、电视、柜
子 

 

Position words 

上、下、里、外、 

 

Structures 

你的卧室里有什么？ 

我的卧室里有床、书桌和电
脑 

衣柜里有什么？ 

衣柜里有很多衣服和鞋子 

你家有几层楼？ 

我家有两层楼，这儿是一楼
，那儿是地下室 

 

Skills: 

Give an introduction of 

one’s house 

 

Tell what furniture one has 

in his/her bedroom and 

living room 

 

 

Interpersonal: 

oral practice- exchange 

information about one’s 

house. 

 

Class survey- Who has the 

smallest/biggest house 

 

Interpretative: 

Listening quiz-circle the 

objects you hear 

 

Presentational: 

Write a short passage to 

describe pictures. 

Use the pictures that one 

just drew to make 

sentences. 

 

7.1.IL.A.4 

Use the target language to describe 

people, places, objects, and daily activities 

learned about through oral or written 

descriptions. 

 

 

7.1.IL.B.1 

Use digital tools to participate in short 

conversations and to exchange 

information related to targeted themes.  

 

7.1.IL.B.2 

Give and follow a series of oral and written 

directions, commands, and requests for 

participating in age- and level-appropriate 

classroom and cultural activities.  

 

7.1.IL.C.3 

Use language creatively to respond in 

writing to a variety of oral or visual 

prompts.  

 

7.1.IL.C.5 

Explain the cultural perspective associated 

with a few cultural products and cultural 

practices from the target culture (s) and 

one’s own culture.  

8 lessons 

Tell the locations and 

directions of different 

rooms and objects 

Content: 

Direction words 

东、西、南、北 

前、后、左、右 

Interpersonal: 

Make a Chinese fortune 

teller to tell your partner 

where to go to 

7.1.IL.A.1 

Identify the main idea and most 

supporting details contained in culturally 

authentic materials using electronic 

7 lessons 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1CNNPjGaG2hD8hzYxPZG_mlhrQUWMW0XHHHKPMuXR9Cs/edit


旁边、对面、上、下、里、
外 

 

Question words 

哪儿? 哪边？ 

这儿、那儿 

 

Structures 

书桌在哪儿？ 

书桌在床的下边 

床在书桌的上边 

卫生间在哪儿？ 

卫生间在饭厅旁边 

你哥哥的房间在哪儿？ 

我哥哥的房间在我的房间对
面 

 

Skills: 

Demonstrate 

understanding of different 

positions/locations 

through gestures and 

physical movement 

 

Ask and answer questions 

regarding the positions of 

different objects 

 

Interpretative: 

Listen to the description 

and roughly draw pictures 

that match the statements 

 

Presentational: 

Show pictures of one’s 

living room and bedroom. 

Introduce them to the class 

including the objects, 

furniture and positions 

information and other sources related to 

targeted themes. 
 

7.1.IL.A.4 

Use the target language to describe 

people, places, objects, and daily activities 

learned about through oral or written 

descriptions. 

 

7.1.IL.B.1 

Use digital tools to participate in short 

conversations and to exchange 

information related to targeted themes.  

 

7.1.IL.B.5 

Engage in short conversations about 

personal experiences or events and/or 

topics studied in other content areas.  

 

7.1.IL.C.3 

Use language creatively to respond in 

writing to a variety of oral or visual 

prompts.  

Describe one’s house and 

bedroom 

 

Make compliments about 

someone’s house, room or 

yard 

 

Content: 

Adjectives 

干净、整齐、漂亮、脏、
乱、明亮、 

 

Connection words 

又...又... 

可是/但是 

虽然 

 

 

Structures: 

你的房间大吗？ 

我的房间不大，可是很干净 

他家的花园怎么样？ 

你家的花园里有很多花和树
，真漂亮！ 

我家的客厅又整齐又明亮 

我家的厨房又小又乱 

虽然他不很好看，可是很聪
明 

 

 

Skills: 

Use appropriate adjectives 

to describe a place 

 

Use connection words to 

put two or more adjectives 

in one sentence 

Interpersonal: 

Create a dialogue to discuss 

one’s school life with 

his/her partner 

 

Interpretative: 

Pick three pictures online, 

write a passage to describe 

one of them. Let one’s 

partner guess which one 

matches the description 

 

Presentational: 

Project-design your dream 

house and present it 

 

7.1.IL.A.4 

Use the target language to describe 

people, places, objects, and daily activities 

learned about through oral or written 

descriptions. 

 

7.1.IL.A.8 

Compare and contrast unique linguistic 

elements in English and the target 

language. 

 

7.1.IL.B.5 

Engage in short conversations about 

personal experiences or events and/or 

topics studied in other content areas.  

 

7.1.IL.C.3 

Use language creatively to respond in 

writing to a variety of oral or visual 

prompts.  

 
NJSLSA.W4. Produce clear and coherent     

writing in which the development,     

organization, and style are appropriate to      

task, purpose, and audience. 

 

8.1.8.E.1 Effectively use a variety of search 

tools and filters in professional public 

databases to find information to solve a 

real world problem. 

 

CRP1. Act as a responsible and 

contributing citizen and employee 

 

CRP4. Communicate clearly and 

effectively and with reason. 

 

9.3.12.ED.2 Demonstrate effective oral, 

written and multimedia communication in 

multiple formats and contexts.  

7 lessons 



 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Unit 3 Overview 

Unit Title: 购物 Shopping 

Unit Summary: 

 

In Unit 3, the students will learn about buying items. First, they will practice using appropriate 

measure words for different products. Then, they will ask and respond to questions about prices. At 

the end of the unit, the students will be able to make comparisons among prices and styles, express 

personal preferences and desires about shopping. 

Suggested Pacing: 24 lessons 

Learning Targets 

Unit Essential Questions: 

  

● What American stores you can find in China? What are the most popular American brands in 

China? 

● Is it a stereotype that “made in China” equals cheap and low quality?  

● If you get the opportunity to visit China, what would you like to buy as souvenirs? 

● How do you make yourself understood in a shop if the shop owner can only speak Mandarin? 

Unit Enduring Understandings: 

 

● Most merchandise in China is bargainable; one must learn some bargaining skills in order to 

buy quality items with reasonable prices 

● Chinese people are usually very friendly to visitors. They will be patient if shoppers are polite 

and try their best to communicate in Chinese 

Evidence of Learning 

Formative Assessments: A variety of formative assessments will be used throughout the lesson, such as 

exit tickets, Flipgrid, Edpuzzle, Quizlet, turn and talk, and dramatic interpretation. 

 

Summative Assessment: 



During this unit, the students will complete two listening quizzes to obtain information from 

dialogues about shopping as well as a writing test at the end 

 

Objectives 
(Students will be able to…) 

Essential 

Content/Skills 

Suggested 

Assessments 
Standards Pacing 

Properly use measure 

words to express the 

quantities of products that 

one wants to purchase 

 

 

Content: 

Review food, fruit and 

drinks 

苹果、香蕉、樱桃、草莓、
鸡蛋、牛奶、牛肉、鸡、土
豆、胡萝卜 

 

Measure word 

袋、瓶、杯、斤、磅、个、
打 

 

Question and other words 

什么、多少、卖、买、还、
要 

 

Structures: 

请问，你要买什么？ 

我要买苹果 

你要买多少苹果？ 

我要买两磅苹果 

你还要什么？ 

我还要一瓶牛奶和一打鸡蛋 

请给我一袋草莓 

 

 

Skills: 

Be familiar with the usage 

of different measure words 

 

Clearly express what one 

wants to buy and how 

many/much one needs 

 

Politely ask and respond to 

questions about shopping 

 

Interpersonal: 

Sellers and buyers: Buyers 

walk around the classroom 

to buy stuff from sellers. 

One must use appropriate 

measure words in order to 

get the product 

 

Interpretative 

Match each product with 

all possible measure words 

 

 

7.1.IL.A.2 

Demonstrate comprehension of oral and 

written instructions connected to daily 

activities through appropriate responses. 

 

7.1.IL.A.4 

Use the target language to describe 

people, places, objects, and daily activities 

learned about through oral or written 

descriptions. 

 

7.1.IL.B.1 

Use digital tools to participate in short 

conversations and to exchange 

information related to targeted themes.  

 

7.1.IL.B.2 

Give and follow a series of oral and written 

directions, commands, and requests for 

participating in age- and level-appropriate 

classroom and cultural activities.  

 

7.1.IL.B.5 

Engage in short conversations about 

personal experiences or events and/or 

topics studied in other content areas.  

 

7.1.IL.C.2 

Present student-created and/or authentic 

short plays, skits, poems, songs, stories, or 

reports. 

 

 

8 lessons 

Tell prices of products 

 

Go to store or restaurant to 

buy stuff or make an order 

for taking out 

Content: 

Measure words for money  

钱、百、千、万、元、块、
毛、角、分、l 

 

Other words for prices 

一共、多少、几杯、大份、
小份 

 

Words for discount 

买一送一、打五折、打七折 

 

Structures: 

两万六千三百零九元 

十块九毛五 

一共多少钱？ 

一共十四块三毛八 

买一送一 

打五折是多少钱？ 

你要几杯饮料？ 

我要一杯大杯两杯小杯的饮
料 

 

Skills: 

Interpersonal: 

Make a dialogue about 

ordering food in a 

restaurant  

 

Interpretative: 

Listening quiz-write down 

the prices for each picture 

 

 

Presentational: 

Make a skit with one’s 

partner about buying stuff. 

The skit must include the 

product, quantity, product 

and promotion  

 

7.1.IL.A.1 

Identify the main idea and most 

supporting details contained in culturally 

authentic materials using electronic 

information and other sources related to 

targeted themes. 
 

7.1.IL.A.5 

Demonstrate comprehension of 

conversations and written information on 

a variety of topics. 

 

7.1.IL.B.3 

Use appropriate gestures, intonation, and 

common idiomatic expressions of the 

target culture(s)/language in familiar 

situations. 

 

7.1.IL.B.4 

Ask and respond to factual and 

interpretive questions of a personal nature 

or on school-related topics.  

 

7.1.IL.C.2 

8 lessons 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1jAmxDPtEOuEVaG-AmITqQqA7tePjhDGJE4D5RdZF-No/edit


Pick up correct amount of 

money when hear someone 

say it 

 

Make a skit between 

shopper and seller 

Present student-created and/or authentic 

short plays, skits, poems, songs, stories, or 

reports.  

Make comments about a 

product 

 

Make comparison on price 

and style between two 

objects 

 

Search for the American 

stores you can find in 

China 

 

 

Content: 

Words for products 

自行车、衣服、电脑游戏、
鞋子、篮球、棒球、球棒 

（辆、件、个、双） 

 

Adjectives 

贵、便宜、好看、好吃、好
玩、新、旧、时髦、流行 

 

Comparison words 

很多、一点儿、没有、比 

 

Structures: 

这件衣服多少钱? 

这件五十块，比那件贵一点
儿 

这件衣服没有那件漂亮 

这辆自行车比那辆新一点儿 

这双鞋子又时髦又便宜 

我的爱好和你的爱好不一样 

哥哥比他大一点儿 

 

 

Skills: 

Use proper adjectives to 

compare two people or 

products 

 

Ask and answer questions 

regarding the price, style, 

and personal preference 

about a product 

Interpersonal: 

Class survey-The things 

one’s classmates bought 

recently and the prices of 

them 

 

Interpretative: 

Describe and compare the 

picture prompts 

 

Presentational: 

Make comparison about 

one’s survey result. 

A的自行车比B的贵很多 

C的衣服比D的衣服便宜一
点儿 

7.1.IL.A.2 

Demonstrate comprehension of oral and 

written instructions connected to daily 

activities through appropriate responses. 

 

7.1.IL.A.5 

Demonstrate comprehension of 

conversations and written information on 

a variety of topics. 

 

7.1.IL.B.5 

Engage in short conversations about 

personal experiences or events and/or 

topics studied in other content areas.  

 

7.1.IL.C.2 

Present student-created and/or authentic 

short plays, skits, poems, songs, stories, or 

reports.  

 

7.1.IL.C.3 

Use language creatively to respond in 

writing to a variety of oral or visual 

prompts.  

 

NJSLSA.W4. Produce clear and coherent     

writing in which the development,     

organization, and style are appropriate to      

task, purpose, and audience. 

 

8.1.8.E.1 Effectively use a variety of search 

tools and filters in professional public 

databases to find information to solve a 

real world problem. 

 

CRP1. Act as a responsible and 

contributing citizen and employee 

 

CRP4. Communicate clearly and 

effectively and with reason. 

 

9.3.12.ED.2 Demonstrate effective oral, 

written and multimedia communication in 

multiple formats and contexts.  

8 lessons 

 

Unit 4 Overview 

Unit Title: 校园生活 School Life 

Unit Summary: 

 

Students will start with reviewing the academic subjects they learned in 7th grade at the beginning 

of this unit. Then they will learn more subjects and extracurricular activities for practicing the 

structures to express personal preferences about their classes and after school activities. 



Suggested Pacing: 15 lessons 

Learning Targets 

Unit Essential Questions: 

 

● Compared to middle schoolers in China, why do most people think students have happier 

school lives in America? 

● How do you describe your middle school life here in Chinese? 

● Why do we have to go to school? What are the benefits of studying in school? 

Unit Enduring Understandings: 

 

● Home schooling is more popular in America than in China 

● School systems in China are more academic or test-oriented in terms of the curriculum 

design and classroom atmosphere 

Evidence of Learning 

Formative Assessments: A variety of formative assessments will be used throughout the lesson, such as 

exit tickets, Flipgrid, Edpuzzle, Quizlet, turn and talk, and dramatic interpretation. 

 

Summative Assessment: 

Summative assessment Unit 4 

 

 
 
 

Objectives 
(Students will be able to…) 

Essential 

Content/Skills 

Suggested 

Assessments 
Standards Pacing 

Identify academic subjects 

 

Share class information 

 

Tell personal preference 

about different classes and 

give reasons 

Content: 

Subjects 

历史课、地理课、德语、意
大利语、日语、西班牙语、
汉语、数学、科学、体育、
音乐、考试、测验、作业、
功课 

 

 

Verbs 

上（了）、有、没有、几
节、觉得 

 

Adjective 

难、不难、容易、不容易、
有意思、没有意思ge 

 

Day or Time 

今天、明天、这个星期、下
个星期、这个学期、下个学
期 

 

Structures: 

你明天有什么课？ 

我明天又数学课 

你今天上了什么课？ 

Interpersonal: 

Class survey-your 

favorite/least favorite 

subjects 

 

Interpretative 

Speaking quiz about your 

class 

 

Presentational: 

Share personal opinions 

about different classes 

 

7.1.IL.A.2 

Demonstrate comprehension of oral and 

written instructions connected to daily 

activities through appropriate responses. 

 

7.1.IL.A.4 

Use the target language to describe 

people, places, objects, and daily activities 

learned about through oral or written 

descriptions. 

 

7.1.IL.B.1 

Use digital tools to participate in short 

conversations and to exchange 

information related to targeted themes.  

 

7.1.IL.B.2 

Give and follow a series of oral and written 

directions, commands, and requests for 

participating in age- and level-appropriate 

classroom and cultural activities.  

 

 

7.1.IL.C.2 

8 lessons 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1rD9q6JrFDuOVkEixqZYHdiqQ22NgMWFbdNTU0FXgKTg/edit


我今天上了汉语课 

你每天有几节课？ 

我每天有七节课 

数学课有意思吗？ 

数学课很有意思 

什么课有很多作业？ 

汉语课有很多作业 

我觉得英文课很难，因为英
文课有很多考试和作业 

 

 

Skills: 

Ask and respond to 

questions about one’s class 

schedule 

 

Ask and answer questions 

about how one feels about 

each class and why one 

likes or dislikes it 

 

Present student-created and/or authentic 

short plays, skits, poems, songs, stories, or 

reports. 

 

7.1.IL.C.3  

Use language creatively to respond in 

writing to a variety of oral or visual 

prompts.  

Identify extracurricular 

activities 

 

Invite someone to do 

something together 

Content: 

Activities 

球类运动、游泳、跑步、田
径、画画、音乐、书法、太
极拳、西洋棋 

 

Verbs 

学习、练习、踢、打、吹、
拉、写、来、去、会、教 

 

Other words 

一起、吧 

 

Structures: 

来打乒乓球吧！ 

一起去游泳吧！ 

我想学习写书法 

我天天练习画画 

你会什么球类运动？ 

你会踢足球吗？ 

我不很会踢足球 

可以教我谈钢琴吗？ 

好，我可以教你 

 

Skills: 

Use proper verbs for doing 

different activities 

 

Express one’s abilities of 

doing something 

 

Ask someone to do 

something together 

 

Ask someone to teach one 

some skills 

Interpersonal: 

Oral practice-discuss one 

activity you can do and one 

activity you would like to 

learn. Ask your partner to 

teach you. 

 

Interpretative: 

Brainstorm-make a list of 

after school activities as 

many as possible with 

partners 

 

Presentational: 

Write a passage to share 

one’s school life including 

class schedule, activities 

and personal opinions 

 

 

 

 

7.1.IL.A.2 

Demonstrate comprehension of oral and 

written instructions connected to daily 

activities through appropriate responses. 

 

7.1.IL.A.4 

Use the target language to describe 

people, places, objects, and daily activities 

learned about through oral or written 

descriptions. 

 

7.1.IL.B.4 

Ask and respond to factual and 

interpretive questions of a personal nature 

or on school-related topics.  

 

7.1.IL.B.5 

Engage in short conversations about 

personal experiences or events and/or 

topics studied in other content areas.  

 

7.1.IL.C.3 

Use language creatively to respond in 

writing to a variety of oral or visual 

prompts.  

 
NJSLSA.W4. Produce clear and coherent     

writing in which the development,     

organization, and style are appropriate to      

task, purpose, and audience. 

 

8.1.8.E.1 Effectively use a variety of search 

tools and filters in professional public 

databases to find information to solve a 

real world problem. 

 

CRP1. Act as a responsible and 

contributing citizen and employee 

 

CRP4. Communicate clearly and 

effectively and with reason. 

 

9.3.12.ED.2 Demonstrate effective oral, 

written and multimedia communication in 

multiple formats and contexts.  

7 lessons 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Unit 5 Overview 

Unit Title: 环境与健康 Environment and Health 

Unit Summary: 

 

In this Unit, students will learn more weather conditions to describe the four seasons in New Jersey 

and Beijing, and the activities people do in different seasons. Then, they will be introduced to the 

topic of health and will acquire words and expressions regarding the symptoms of a cold, injury, 

allergy, etc. They are expected to be able to describe how they feel in target language. 

Suggested Pacing: 24 lessons 

Learning Targets 



Unit Essential Questions: 

 

● What is the best season you would recommend to Chinese people to visit New Jersey? Why? 

● How do I pick up key words and understand the weather forecast in Chinese? 

● If you have to see a doctor in China, how do you make yourself understood when you don’t 

know the exact words or phrases of body parts and symptoms? 

Unit Enduring Understandings: 

 

● People prefer to stay indoors in China while Americans enjoy outdoor activities and love to 

go to the beach during the Summer. 

● Compared to the health care system in America, it is cheaper and more convenient to get 

health services in China. People are not required to make appointments to see doctors. 

 

Evidence of Learning 

Formative Assessments: A variety of formative assessments will be used throughout the lesson, such as 

exit tickets, Flipgrid, Edpuzzle, Quizlet, turn and talk, and dramatic interpretation. 

 

Summative Assessment: 

The students will complete a speaking quiz and a  writing test 

 

 
 
 
 
 

Objectives 
(Students will be able to…) 

Essential 

Content/Skills 

Suggested 

Assessments 
Standards Pacing 

Identify more weather 

conditions 

 

Demonstrate 

understanding of weather 

forecast  

 

Discuss one’s favorite and 

least favorite seasons 

Content: 

Date and time 

这几天、过几天、前几天、
这两天、过两天、前两天、
白天、夜间 

 

Weather 

有风、刮风、下雪天、下雨
天、晴天、出太阳、阴天、
多云、转 

 

Temperature 

高温、低温、左右、度、
在、零下 

 

Four seasons 

春天、夏天、秋天、冬天、
凉爽、暖和、舒适 

 

Structures 

这几天天气怎么样？ 

可以去游泳吗？ 

这几天很热，高温在一百度
左右 

可是会下雨，不适合游泳 

今天下午多云转有雨 

Interpersonal: 

Work with partners to 

discuss the weather for the 

current and coming weeks 

 

Interpretative 

Listen to audio recording 

of weather forecast and 

pick up correct description 

 

Presentational: 

Weather report project 

 

 

7.1.IL.A.4 

Use the target language to describe 

people, places, objects, and daily activities 

learned about through oral or written 

descriptions. 

 

7.1.IL.A.8 

Compare and contrast unique linguistic 

elements in English and the target 

language. 

 

7.1.IL.B.1 

Use digital tools to participate in short 

conversations and to exchange 

information related to targeted themes.  

 

7.1.IL.B.5 

Engage in short conversations about 

personal experiences or events and/or 

topics studied in other content areas.  

 

7.1.IL.C.2 

Present student-created and/or authentic 

short plays, skits, poems, songs, stories, or 

reports.  

8 lessons 

https://docs.google.com/forms/u/2/d/1cqvKlDZpMJ7AzfmCB1cKNHU5TjR76HfjGWg3hSgwcbU/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1TISVxV4LgjZNluCxhIy9C6oE_qd-EYkx_iRv5MjVO-Q/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1ojchEcUNljYYA94xW2u7yUXOpC_0r7qETE-TQMweE-g/edit


我每年夏天都去北京 

我每隔冬天都去滑雪 

 

 

Skills: 

Understand different 

weather condition acquired 

in 7th and 8th grades 

 

Can pick up keywords from 

weather forecast and tell 

the general idea about it 

 

Describe the four seasons 

including the general 

weather, average 

temperature and how it 

feels about a city 

 

 
NJSLSA.W4. Produce clear and coherent     

writing in which the development,     

organization, and style are appropriate to      

task, purpose, and audience. 

 

8.1.8.E.1 Effectively use a variety of search 

tools and filters in professional public 

databases to find information to solve a 

real world problem. 

 

CRP1. Act as a responsible and 

contributing citizen and employee 

 

CRP4. Communicate clearly and 

effectively and with reason. 

 

9.3.12.ED.2 Demonstrate effective oral, 

written and multimedia communication in 

multiple formats and contexts.  
 

Identify activities people 

do in different weather and 

seasons 

Content: 

Places 

公园、草地、湖边、游乐
场、足球场、篮球场、椅子
上、 

 

Activities 

跑步、散步、打球、玩球、
划船、野餐、荡秋千、吊担
杆、溜滑梯、跷跷板、打太
极拳、溜狗 

 

Structures: 

老爷爷在做什么？ 

老爷爷在打太极拳 

他在哪儿打太极拳？ 

他在湖边打太极拳 

孩子在公园里玩球 

他每天去公园跑步 

我常常去看人体足球，我也
想学习踢足球 

公园里有很多人，奶奶在公
园里散步 

冬天适合滑雪 

下雨天最适合在家看电视 

 

Skills: 

Ask and respond to 

questions regarding the 

pastime activities 

 

Interpersonal: 

Class survey-create one’s 

own questions to find out 

what people like to do in 

different seasons 

 

Interpretative: 

Reading comprehension 

from authentic materials 

 

Presentational: 

Write a passage to 

summarize one’s survey 

and share 

 

 

7.1.IL.A.2 

Demonstrate comprehension of oral and 

written instructions connected to daily 

activities through appropriate responses. 

 

7.1.IL.A.5 

Demonstrate comprehension of 

conversations and written information on 

a variety of topics. 

 

7.1.IL.B.4 

Ask and respond to factual and 

interpretive questions of a personal nature 

or on school-related topics.  

 

7.1.IL.C.2 

Present student-created and/or authentic 

short plays, skits, poems, songs, stories, or 

reports.  

6 lessons 

Learn more body parts 

 

Identify health problems 

and describe symptoms 

 

Understand doctor's advice 

and follow directions 

Content: 

Body parts 

脖子、手臂、手肘、手腕、
手掌、腰、背、肚子、胃、
心脏、 

 

Health problems 

感冒、发烧、受伤、喉咙
痛、头疼、过敏 

 

Symptoms 

摔伤、割伤、撞伤、扭伤、
断了、咳嗽、流鼻水、红、
肿、痒、、疼、拉肚子 

 

Interpersonal: 

Role play-create a dialogue 

between a doctor and a 

patient 

 

Interpretative: 

Reading comprehension 

practice 

 

Presentational: 

Make lists of health 

problem each body part 

could possible have. Write 

a passage about it and 

share 

7.1.IL.A.3 

Compare and contrast the use of verbal 

and non-verbal etiquette (i.e., the use of 

gestures, intonation, and cultural 

practices) in the target culture(s) and in 

one’s own culture. 

 

7.1.IL.A.7 

Infer the meaning of a few unfamiliar 

words in some new contexts. 

 

7.1.IL.B.2 

Give and follow a series of oral and written 

directions, commands, and requests for 

10 lessons 



Doctor’s advice 

休息、吃药、打针、擦药、
喝水 

 

Structures 

你怎么了？ 

我不舒服/我感冒了/我受伤
了 

我的眼睛又红又肿 

我不能吃花生，我对花生过
敏 

看医生、去医院、多休息、
打两针、吃药三天、一天四
次 

我该怎么办？ 

 

 

Skills: 

Clearly describe how one 

feels including where and 

how 

 

Make a list of problems 

each body parts can have 

 

Create interview style 

questions to find out one’s 

health problem and 

concern 

 

 

 

participating in age- and level-appropriate 

classroom and cultural activities.  

 

7.1.IL.B.4 

Ask and respond to factual and 

interpretive questions of a personal nature 

or on school-related topics.  

 

7.1.IL.C.2 

Present student-created and/or authentic 

short plays, skits, poems, songs, stories, or 

reports.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Unit 6 Overview 

Unit Title: 流行与娱乐 Fashion and Entertainment 

Unit Summary: 

 

This unit will focus on the pop culture among teenagers in China. From clothes, colors and style, to 

music and performance, to famous celebrities, the students will not only learn to share their 

personal preferences but also be able to compare the similarities and differences between Chinese 

and American pop culture. 

Suggested Pacing: 24 lessons 

Learning Targets 

Unit Essential Questions: 

 

● What is it like to be a teenager in China? 



● How did Chinese pop culture form? What are the origins? 

● What is something popular in America that was  influenced by or came from China? 

Unit Enduring Understandings: 

 

● Unlike people in Japan and other countries, the younger generation in China doesn’t wear 

traditional outfits, even on special occasions. 

● Chinese pop culture is greatly influenced by western and other Asian countries. Traditional 

fashion and entertainment activities are considered outdated. 

Evidence of Learning 

Formative Assessments: A variety of formative assessments will be used throughout the lesson, such as 

exit tickets, Flipgrid, Edpuzzle, Quizlet, turn and talk, and dramatic interpretation. 

 

Summative Assessment: 

 

At the end of the first topic, the students need to complete a project to design an outfit with Chinese 

elements and a reading comprehension quiz at the conclusion of the unit. 

 

Objectives 
(Students will be able to…) 

Essential 

Content/Skills 

Suggested 

Assessments 
Standards Pacing 

Identify different types of 

clothes and accessories 

 

Give compliments on one’s 

outfit and style 

 

Find out the fashion style 

with Chinese elements 

Content: 

Clothes and accessories 

衣服、上衣、大衣、毛衣、
衬衫、夹克衫、长裤、短
裤、裙子、牛仔裤、鞋子、
高跟鞋、运动鞋、凉鞋、拖
鞋、靴子 

帽子、眼镜、耳环、项链、
手链、手表、皮包 

 

Verbs and measure words 

穿、戴、系、围、件、双、
顶、条、副 

 

Compliment wors 

流行、颜色、款式、时髦、
酷、受欢迎、适合 

 

Structures: 

你穿什么？ 

我穿一件蓝色的裙子 

我越来越喜欢穿运动鞋 

黄色是今年最流行的颜色 

这顶帽子的款式很时髦 

我喜欢你衣服的颜色 

蓝色的衬衫很受学生欢迎 

这双白色的高跟鞋真好看！ 

这个颜色很适合你 

 

 

Skills: 

Use proper verb and 

measure word for wearing 

different clothes 

 

Discuss one’s favorite 

color, clothes and style 

with partners 

Interpersonal: 

Pair work-tell what you 

wear and comment on what 

your partner’s outfit 

 

Interpretative 

Picture prompt-Use 越来
越...to make sentences 

 

Presentational: 

Fashion designer project 

 

7.1.IL.A.1 

Identify the main idea and most 

supporting details contained in culturally 

authentic materials using electronic 

information and other sources related to 

targeted themes. 
 

7.1.IL.A.4 

Use the target language to describe 

people, places, objects, and daily activities 

learned about through oral or written 

descriptions. 

 

7.1.IL.B.1 

Use digital tools to participate in short 

conversations and to exchange 

information related to targeted themes.  

 

 

7.1.IL.B.2 

Give and follow a series of oral and 

written directions, commands, and 

requests for participating in age- and 

level-appropriate classroom and cultural 

activities.  

  

7.1.IL.C.2 

Present student-created and/or authentic 

short plays, skits, poems, songs, stories, or 

reports.  

10  lessons 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1-d6vrfXQa0knuNCN5GwdOmkfcsEq16svLf207kuxn88/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1Bex6NJ1EOO-qU3Ecb7DkIsmiuMIfsHzmB9BTPy6if2g/edit


Have a general idea about 

Beijing Opera 

 

Identify different types of 

performances and express 

personal preferences 

 

Content: 

Preferences 

表演、京剧、歌剧、音乐
剧、电影、演唱会、音乐
会、舞蹈、CD 唱片 

 

Adjectives 

新、旧、贵、便宜、好看、
好听、高兴、失望、生气、
期待 

 

Nouns 

年轻人、老年人、票、门
票、剧院、电影院、音乐厅 

 

Structures: 

我跟爸爸一样喜欢看京剧 

我们去剧院看音乐剧 

年轻人喜欢听流行音乐 

我有很多...的唱片 

这是一个新的电影 

你买票了吗？ 

你有票吗？ 

音乐剧不好看，我很失望 

 

Skills: 

Share personal opinion 

about a performance 

 

Tell what entertainment 

activities young and old 

people like to do 

Interpersonal: 

Oral practice-Create 

interview style questions 

and complete quick 

response with partners 

 

Interpretative: 

Reading comprehension 

quiz 

 

Presentational: 

Introduce your favorite 

singer, movie or 

performance 

 

 

 

 

7.1.IL.A.2 

Demonstrate comprehension of oral and 

written instructions connected to daily 

activities through  

 

7.1.IL.A.4 

Use the target language to describe 

people, places, objects, and daily activities 

learned about through oral or written 

descriptions. 

 

7.1.IL.B.5 

Engage in short conversations about 

personal experiences or events and/or 

topics studied in other content areas.  

 

7.1.IL.C.5 

Explain the cultural perspective 

associated with a few cultural products 

and cultural practices from the target 

culture (s) and one’s own culture.  

6 lessons 

Buy or book tickets for a 

performance 

 

Find out and discuss the 

schedule of a performance 

 

Understand what is 

famous and popular among 

teenagers in China 

 

 

Content: 

Words for booking tickets 

网路订票、电话订票、黄牛
票、靠、走道、窗（户）、
坐、张、来回票、单程票 

 

Words for concert schedule 

快要、开始、休息、 

 

Structures: 

音乐会快要开始了 

我们走吧！ 

每张唱片都很好听 

每个人都很喜欢中国音乐 

你们怎么订票？ 

你要几张票？ 

你要坐靠走道还是靠窗 

我要买两张来回票 

….很有名 

 

Skills: 

Imitating a phone call to 

book tickets 

 

Pick up keywords from 

authentic materials 

Interpersonal: 

Create a dialogue about 

making reservation to a 

performance 

 

Interpretative: 

Reading comprehension 

quiz 

 

Presentational: 

Search for famous Chinese 

music, movies, fashion 

style, etc. Give a brief show 

and tell presentation 

7.1.IL.A.1 

Identify the main idea and most 

supporting details contained in culturally 

authentic materials using electronic 

information and other sources related to 

targeted themes. 

 

7.1.IL.A.4 

Use the target language to describe 

people, places, objects, and daily activities 

learned about through oral or written 

descriptions. 

 

7.1.IL.B.3 

Use appropriate gestures, intonation, and 

common idiomatic expressions of the 

target culture(s)/language in familiar 

situations. 

 

7.1.IL.C.2 

Present student-created and/or authentic 

short plays, skits, poems, songs, stories, or 

reports.  

 

NJSLSA.W4. Produce clear and coherent     

writing in which the development,     

organization, and style are appropriate to      

task, purpose, and audience. 

 

8.1.8.E.1 Effectively use a variety of search 

tools and filters in professional public 

databases to find information to solve a 

real world problem. 

 

CRP1. Act as a responsible and 

contributing citizen and employee 

 

8 lessons 



CRP4. Communicate clearly and 

effectively and with reason. 

 

9.3.12.ED.2 Demonstrate effective oral, 

written and multimedia communication 

in multiple formats and contexts.  

 

Unit 7 Overview 

Unit Title: 媒体 Media 

Unit Summary:  

 

In this unit, the students will start with learning the types of television shows, movie styles and 

commercials in China. They will describe their favorite and least favorite ones. They will also 

practice using different conjunctions to make passages clearer and more fluent. 

Suggested Pacing: 22 lessons 

Learning Targets 

Unit Essential Questions: 

 

● Why do people rely on 3C products so much nowadays? 

● What are the factors you will consider when you choose to see a movie? 

● Will you buy a product by just watching its’ commercial? How much can you trust it? 

● What is the image of “Made in China”? 

Unit Enduring Understandings: 

 

● Electronic media is the most popular communication channel in modern society. It broadens 

our social network, changes our reading and consuming habits and brings great impact on 

our daily lives. 

● In China, people can easily watch TV shows and movies from other Asian countries  

● Cross-country production and casting has became a trend in the Chinese film industry 

Evidence of Learning 

Formative Assessments: A variety of formative assessments will be used throughout the lesson, such as 

exit tickets, Flipgrid, Edpuzzle, Quizlet, turn and talk, and dramatic interpretation. 

 

Summative Assessment: 

 

Interpretive Mode: 

1. Answer questions in writing showing the ability to talk about TV, movies and commercials. 

2. Express your preferences with regards to movies and programs. 

3. Demonstrate understanding of the cultural perspectives of media.  

Interpersonal mode: 

1. Ask and answer teacher-prepared questions on the unit’s topics with a partner 

2. Create questions to ask classmates about favorite programs and films and be able to describe 

why. 



 

Alternative Assessment: 

1. Create a poster with a favorite TV show or movie to describe the genre, the actors, the length, 

the target audience, and the time. 

2. Show a video of a commercial, give a general idea about it and tell why you like it  

3. Create a short soap opera, game show, news program, or an interview show to present to the 

class. 

 

Objectives 
(Students will be able to…) 

Essential 

Content/Skills 

Suggested 

Assessments 
Standards Pacing 

Identify types of TV 

programs 

 

Express personal 

preferences about TV 

shows and how often one 

watches them 

 

Invite someone to watch a 

TV show together 

Content: 

TV program 

新闻、体育、音乐、美食、
益智、卡通、戏剧、动物、
生态、教育、比赛节目、天
气预报 

 

Verbs 

一起、什么时候、什么时间 

 

Structures: 

我喜欢看电视节目 

我跟你一起看 

好，我们一起看 

体育节目什么时候开始？ 

我还喜欢看教育节目 

我最近常常看篮球比赛 

天气预报很没意思 

今天有什么电视节目？ 

我想看新闻，你想看吗？ 

我不想看，我想看卡通 

今天有美食节目吗？ 

 

Skills: 

Ask and answer questions 

regarding one’s habit of 

watching TV 

 

Discuss one’s favorite/least 

favorite TV programs with 

partners 

Interpersonal: 

Class survey-What is the 

most popular TV program 

in the class?  How much 

time on average do your 

classmates watch TV 

everyday? 

 

Interpretative 

Read a TV guide (authentic 

material) and figure out the 

type of TV program from 

the name of each show  

 

Presentational: 

Create a poster to 

introduce your favorite TV 

show including the cast, 

the length, the time and the 

target audience, etc. 

 

Group work-you are an 

actor/actress-create a TV 

show and present it 

 

7.1.IL.A.1 

Identify the main idea and most 

supporting details contained in culturally 

authentic materials using electronic 

information and other sources related to 

targeted themes. 
 

7.1.IL.A.2 

Demonstrate comprehension of oral and 

written instructions connected to daily 

activities through appropriate responses. 

 

7.1.IL.B.2 

Give and follow a series of oral and written 

directions, commands, and requests for 

participating in age- and level-appropriate 

classroom and cultural activities.  

 

7.1.IL.B.5 

Engage in short conversations about 

personal experiences or events and/or 

topics studied in other content areas.  

 

7.1.IL.C.2 

Present student-created and/or authentic 

short plays, skits, poems, songs, stories, or 

reports.  

8  lessons 

Identify types of movies 

 

Identify famous movie 

stars from different 

countries 

 

Convince someone to 

watch a movie together 

Content: 

Move style 

喜剧片、动作片、动画片、
纪录片、剧情片、恐怖片、
科幻片、爱情片 

 

Continents 

亚洲、欧洲、非洲、美洲、
大洋洲(澳大利亚、新西
兰）、国际 

 

occupations 

电影明星、电视演员、政治
人物、体育明星 

 

Conjunctions 

因为、所以、虽然、但是 

 

Structures: 

他的表演好极了！ 

他的电影好看极了! 

他是中国最有名的演员 

这个电影是欧洲的 

Interpersonal: 

Create a dialogue to 

convince one’s partner to 

go to the movies together 

 

Interpretative: 

Guess who?--Read the 

information about the 

actor/actress. Figure out 

who he/she is 

 

Presentational: 

Write a short passage 

about your favorite movie. 

Tell why you would 

recommend people to see 

it. 

 

 

 

 

7.1.IL.A.2 

Demonstrate comprehension of oral and 

written instructions connected to daily 

activities through appropriate responses. 

 

7.1.IL.A.4 

Use the target language to describe 

people, places, objects, and daily activities 

learned about through oral or written 

descriptions. 

 

7.1.IL.B.5 

Engage in short conversations about 

personal experiences or events and/or 

topics studied in other content areas.  

 

7.1.IL.C.3 

Use language creatively to respond in 

writing to a variety of oral or visual 

prompts.  

8 lessons 



因为今天要上课，所以我们
明天去看电影 

这是法国的电影吗？ 

中国电影好看吗？ 

大部分好看，可是有些不好
看 

成龙的喜剧片非常好看 

成龙都演动作片和喜剧片 

 

Skills: 

Properly use conjunction 

words to exchange 

personal opinions about 

one’s favorite movie style. 

Give reasons why one make 

a purchase decision 

 

Look for someone’s advice 

of buying something 

 

Discuss the content of a 

commercial 

 

 

 

Content: 

Words 

广告、广播、手机、手表、
汽车、玩具、电脑游戏、中
心、市中心、地铁站、功
能、颜色、款式、拍摄、杂
志、报纸 

 

Structures: 

我想买一个手机 

哪个好？ 

你看广告没有？ 

什么广告？ 

我没看手机的广告 

我看了手表的广告 

电视里有这个广告，地铁站
里也有 

每个广告都很有意思 

我很喜欢哪个汽车的广告，
拍得好极了! 

看这个广告，你会去买这只
手机吗？ 

 

Skills: 

Ask and respond to 

questions about a 

commercial. 

 

Roughly tell the pros and 

cons of a product according 

to the information from a 

commercial 

Interpersonal: 

You saw a commercial 

about a  cellphone and 

want it buy it. Discuss with 

your partner. Listen and 

respond to his/her 

opinions about why you 

should or should not do it.  

 

Interpretative: 

Watch commercials and 

tell what you saw 

 

Presentational: 

Introduce your favorite 

commercial. Show the 

video, tell what about it 

and why you like it. 

7.1.IL.A.1 

Identify the main idea and most 

supporting details contained in culturally 

authentic materials using electronic 

information and other sources related to 

targeted themes. 

 

7.1.IL.A.4 

Use the target language to describe 

people, places, objects, and daily activities 

learned about through oral or written 

descriptions. 

 

7.1.IL.B.3 

Use appropriate gestures, intonation, and 

common idiomatic expressions of the 

target culture(s)/language in familiar 

situations. 

 

7.1.IL.B.5 

Engage in short conversations about 

personal experiences or events and/or 

topics studied in other content areas.  

 

7.1.IL.C.2 

Present student-created and/or authentic 

short plays, skits, poems, songs, stories, or 

reports.  
 
NJSLSA.W4. Produce clear and coherent     

writing in which the development,     

organization, and style are appropriate to      

task, purpose, and audience. 

 

8.1.8.E.1 Effectively use a variety of search 

tools and filters in professional public 

databases to find information to solve a 

real world problem. 

 

CRP1. Act as a responsible and 

contributing citizen and employee 

 

CRP4. Communicate clearly and 

effectively and with reason. 

 

9.3.12.ED.2 Demonstrate effective oral, 

written and multimedia communication in 

multiple formats and contexts.  

6 lessons 

 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Unit 8 Overview 

Unit Title: 旅游与风俗 Travel and Customs 

Unit Summary:  

 

In this unit, the students will practice using past, present and future tenses to talk about their travel 

experiences and plans. They will also be able to compare the population, weather, distance, etc., 

between two cities or countries. The students will also explore the customs of important Chinese 

holidays including the Moon Festival, Dragon Boat Festival and Chinese New Year. They will read 

the stories, eat moon cakes and make handcraft as a perfect ending to the year. 

Suggested Pacing: 24 lessons 

Learning Targets 

Unit Essential Questions: 

 

● Why is China a popular travel destination in Asia? 

● How do the Chinese feel about tourists visiting their landmarks? 

● How do the Chinese keep their traditions and customs alive from generation to generation?  

Unit Enduring Understandings: 

 

● In China and other Chinese-speaking regions, tourism is a major source of revenue.  

● Chinese people are very proud of  their abundant historical, cultural, as well as natural, 

resources. The government has been consciously and carefully protecting them for 

sustainable development. 

Evidence of Learning 

Formative Assessments: A variety of formative assessments will be used throughout the lesson, such as 

exit tickets, Flipgrid, Edpuzzle, Quizlet, turn and talk, and dramatic interpretation. 

 

Summative Assessment: 

 

Interpretive Mode:Interpretive Mode: 

1. Answer questions in writing showing the ability to talk about travel experiences and plans. 

2. Express your preferences with regard to travel and give reasons. 

3. Demonstrate understanding of the cultural perspectives of traditional holidays and customs.  



Interpersonal mode: 

1. Ask and answer teacher-prepared questions on the unit’s topics with a partner. 

2. Create dialogues with partners to talk about travel experiences and plans. 

3. Create questions to ask classmates about favorite places to visit and be able to describe why. 

 

 

Alternative Assessment: 

1. Create slides about a place you have been to including when you visited it and with whom, 

location, population, weather, famous landmarks or activities. Present it to the class. 

2. Make a summer travel plan. Pick two cities you would like to visit. Compare the weather, 

distance and activities you can do there.  

3. Make a poster  about a holiday celebration party. Present it to the class. Then vote for the 

best one. 

 

Objectives 
(Students will be able to…) 

Essential 

Content/Skills 

Suggested 

Assessments 
Standards Pacing 

Identify more countries 

and cities 

 

Talk about one’s travel 

experience 

 

Make suggestions about 

the best things to do in a 

city 

Content: 

Cities and countries 

德国、埃及、土耳其、韩
国、泰国、巴厘岛、夏威
夷、迈阿密、加勒比海 

 

Tenses 

去过、去了、正要去、想要
去、要去 

 

Structures: 

你去过中国吗？ 

我暑假/寒假去过德国 

我每去过上海 

你去过中国的哪儿？ 

我去过北京的故宫，还去过
长城 

他暑假去了什么地方？ 

今年暑假她跟朋友一起去了
德国 

北京什么地方最有名？ 

日本什么地方最漂亮？ 

 

Skills: 

Ask and answer questions 

regarding a country or city 

that one had been to. 

 

Share the information 

about the things one can do 

in a place 

Interpersonal: 

Class survey-Interview 6 

people and find out the 

countries/cities they have 

/have not been to 

 

Interpretative 

Describe things you can do 

in different cities according 

to the picture prompts 

 

Presentational: 

Create slides about a place 

you had been to including 

when you visited it and 

with whom, population, 

weather, famous 

landmarks or activities. 

Present it to the class. 

 

 

7.1.IL.A.1 

Identify the main idea and most 

supporting details contained in culturally 

authentic materials using electronic 

information and other sources related to 

targeted themes. 
 

7.1.IL.A.4 

Use the target language to describe 

people, places, objects, and daily activities 

learned about through oral or written 

descriptions.  

 

7.1.IL.B.1 

Use digital tools to participate in short 

conversations and to exchange 

information related to targeted themes.  

 

7.1.IL.B.5 

Engage in short conversations about 

personal experiences or events and/or 

topics studied in other content areas.  

 

7.1.IL.C.2 

Present student-created and/or authentic 

short plays, skits, poems, songs, stories, or 

reports.  

8  lessons 

Talk about personal 

preferences of one’s travel 

plan 

 

Search for basic 

information about a city 

and describe it in target 

language 

 

Compare two cities that 

one would like to visit 

 

 

Content: 

Basic information 

地图、人口、距离、气候、
方向、好吃的、好玩的、好
看的 

 

Activities 

（看）风景、（去）沙滩/

海边、（看）古迹、（吃）
美食、逛街、买东西、购物 

 

Distance and weather 

远、近、冷、热（得）、差
不多 

Interpersonal: 

Create a dialogue to 

convince talk about one’s 

travel plan with partners 

 

Interpretative: 

Read a chart about two 

cities. Use complete 

sentences to compare 

them. 

 

Presentational: 

Make a summer travel 

plan. Pick two cities you 

7.1.IL.A.1 

Identify the main idea and most 

supporting details contained in culturally 

authentic materials using electronic 

information and other sources related to 

targeted themes. 
 

7.1.IL.A.3 

Compare and contrast the use of verbal 

and non-verbal etiquette (i.e., the use of 

gestures, intonation, and cultural 

practices) in the target culture(s) and in 

one’s own culture. 

 

8 lessons 



 

Structures: 

你看地图了吗？ 

我暑假去中国，我想去北京
和广州 

广州比北京热得多，夏天热
得不得了 

暑假你想去哪儿？ 

我想去上海，你呢？ 

纽约比上海冷得多 

台湾和上海差不多远 

我们在海滩散步、看风景 

 

Skills: 

Use proper verbs for doing 

each activity 

 

Demonstrate 

understanding of 

information in written 

forms and use one’s own 

words to explain it 

would like to visit. 

Compare the weather, 

distances and activities you 

can do there. 

 

 

 

 

7.1.IL.B.2 

Give and follow a series of oral and written 

directions, commands, and requests for 

participating in age- and level-appropriate 

classroom and cultural activities.  

 

7.1.IL.B.4 

Ask and respond to factual and 

interpretive questions of a personal nature 

or on school-related topics.  

 

7.1.IL.C.2 

Present student-created and/or authentic 

short plays, skits, poems, songs, stories, or 

reports.  

Understand the origins and 

customs of the three 

important Chinese holidays 

 

Compare the similarities 

and differences of holiday 

traditions between China 

and America 

 

 

 

Content: 

Holidays 

中秋节、嫦娥奔月、长生不
老、后羿、月亮、月饼、烤
肉、端午节、皇帝、屈原、
诗人、粽子、龙舟、新年、
年夜饭、红包、春联、鞭炮 

 

Conjunctions 

除了、还 

 

Structures: 

你去商店不去？ 

你不吃月饼吗？ 

粽子很好吃，你吃吃看吧？ 

中秋节中国人吃了吃月饼，
还吃水果 

端午节中国人要吃粽子 

我们一起看龙舟比赛吧！ 

要不要一起划龙舟？ 

 

Skills: 

Retell the stories of Moon 

festival and Dragon boat 

festival 

 

Be creative to plan a 

holiday party and explain it 

in target language 

Interpersonal: 

Oral practice-Talk about 

one’s favorite holidays and 

some interesting things to 

do during it with partners  

 

Interpretative: 

Watch videos of Moon 

festival and dragon boat 

festival. Retell the stories 

according to the picture 

prompts. 

 

Presentational: 

Make a poster  about an 

holiday celebration party. 

Present it to the class. Then 

vote for the best one. 

 

7.1.IL.A.1 

Identify the main idea and most 

supporting details contained in culturally 

authentic materials using electronic 

information and other sources related to 

targeted themes. 

 

7.1.IL.A.4 

Use the target language to describe 

people, places, objects, and daily activities 

learned about through oral or written 

descriptions. 

 

7.1.IL.A.7 

Infer the meaning of a few unfamiliar 

words in some new contexts. 

 

7.1.IL.B.3 

Use appropriate gestures, intonation, and 

common idiomatic expressions of the 

target culture(s)/language in familiar 

situations. 

 

7.1.IL.B.5 

Engage in short conversations about 

personal experiences or events and/or 

topics studied in other content areas.  

 

7.1.IL.C.2 

Present student-created and/or authentic 

short plays, skits, poems, songs, stories, or 

reports.  
 
NJSLSA.W4. Produce clear and coherent     

writing in which the development,     

organization, and style are appropriate to      

task, purpose, and audience. 

 

8.1.8.E.1 Effectively use a variety of search 

tools and filters in professional public 

databases to find information to solve a 

real world problem. 

 

CRP1. Act as a responsible and 

contributing citizen and employee 

 

8 lessons 



CRP4. Communicate clearly and 

effectively and with reason. 

 

9.3.12.ED.2 Demonstrate effective oral, 

written and multimedia communication in 

multiple formats and contexts.  

 
 
 


