
  
 

 

March 25, 2020 
 
Dear CCS Family Members, 
 
It’s been a few days since I last wrote, and while there’s not much in the way of new news, I can update you on some 
important school business related to the COVID-19 closure, but also the regular District business we continue to 
do.  We are regularly hearing excellent questions from more and more parents and caregivers related to instruction 
and child care.  Teachers are doing some excellent work to connect with students, and we will be rolling out a plan 
for continued supplemental instruction should school closure be extended past April 13. 
 
Extended school closure past April 13 
While this is a possibility we are awaiting any further change in order from Governor Cuomo ordering schools to 
do so.  Currently, the Governor has ordered schools to be out of session between March 18 and ending April 1.  
CCS and many other regional schools closed March 16 through April 13.  We don’t yet know how our closure will 
affect vacation days, but we know that we will apply our unused school emergency days (“snow days”) to cover 
March 16, 17, and April 2. 
 
Academic Continuity Plan 
We are currently collaborating with teachers and administration to build an academic plan that would address any 
extended school closure past April 13 – perhaps earlier.  Many factors to consider as we build our plan involve 
consideration for the ways in which we can deliver instruction and just what the realistic expectations can be.  We 
are exploring the usefulness of paper learning packets, online learning through Google Classroom, phone 
conferencing, etc.   
 
We must address the realities of realistic access for students, given internet capabilities, family dynamics, 
developmental levels of students, and the ability of our own teachers to deliver instruction effectively.  We know 
there are possibilities because we know that many of our teachers are reaching out through various means to reach 
their students.  Flexibility, understanding, and patience are important in our current situation, and we thank you all 
for that.  In fact, we understand that family dynamics are quite different for each household, which we must also 
consider. 
 
Meal Planning 
Our kitchen staff, under the direction of Mrs. Melissa Rathbun continue to do a wonderful job helping to provide 
meals to our students and families.  More than 800 meals are provided, picked up, and delivered each week, and as 
the number of those taking full advantage of this wonderful service rises, we rise to the occasion. 
 
Child Care Planning 
Many essential workers must report to work, and Governor Cuomo has issued an order that schools become 
helpful conduits to make childcare available to those parents and caregivers who need it.  I hope we can be prepared 
to help parents and caregivers within the week.  Mr. Bertram has been given the responsibility of arranging child 
care for the District at this time. 
 
Special Education Phone Conferencing 
We have now set up most all CSE/504 meetings for students through the CSE Office.  Mrs. Pat Hogan and Mr. 
Kevin Kelly have done an amazing job on that front! 
 

Evening Update 



Board of Education Meetings 
We continue to meet on a regular schedule.  We are moving forward with some capital improvement work, 
continue to work in the unknown world of budgeting for 2020-2021 in this climate, and are choosing, at this point, 
to meet in open sessions, proper social-distancing guidance utilized according to our regular meeting schedule.  
 
Please continue to use the webpage and contact emails to communicate with us along the way.  We are working to 
navigate at a time when there are many unknowns; we know you all are, as well.  We continue to miss seeing our 
students and faculty together, but will continue to think of ways to connect in meaningful ways in the days to come.  
I hope that you are staying safe and remember that we are in this together.  We can do this, and there will be a time 
– hopefully soon – that we can return to a sense of normal.  
 
Until that time, I hope that you are finding ways to enjoy each other and learning ways to try and cope with a very, 
very stressful time.  You are not alone.  We can do this!  We are strong, we are hopeful, and we are Hawkeyes! 
 
Yours Very Truly, 
 
 
Dr. C 

 

 
 


