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Wednesday, March 25, 2020 
 
Dear Falcon Nation, 
 
By now families in our district have begun to feel the impacts of the COVID-19 pandemic as it sweeps across 
our nation.  Our school system has felt the direct impacts of this pandemic from the very early stages. Two 
weeks ago today was the last time we had students in our buildings.  The administrative team has stayed 
up-to-date with information from local health departments, ESU 11, NDE, and the Federal Government. We 
have used that information to help drive our decisions during this pandemic.  As of Monday, March 23, 2020, 
the Commissioner of Education is recommending that school districts continue with closing their buildings to 
students.  Two Rivers Health Department is also making a similar recommendation.  Following these 
recommendations, Wilcox-Hildreth Public Schools will continue having its doors closed through Thursday, April 
30 with the understanding that it is highly unlikely at this point in time that our doors will reopen for “business 
as usual” during this academic school year. However, we want to emphasize that even though our building is 
closed, school is still in session.  We are planning on continuing your students' education for the remainder 
of our academic calendar.  School activities will be cancelled through April as the NSAA announced today that 
all spring activities will be cancelled through May 1.  
 
When faced with such unprecedented challenges, our district chose to focus on the basic needs of our 
students first before we developed our educational plan.  Thank you for your patience and understanding 
during these difficult times.  We did our best to ensure that our student body was safe by closing our buildings 
during a planned break. Then we focused on providing food services to the students of our district.  Both of 
these measures have been successful.  Our next priority has been developing educational plans for our 
students. 
 
Wilcox-Hildreth Public Schools understand the challenges that come with educating our students outside of the 
traditional brick and mortar setting.  We understand that this change also places more responsibility on our 
parents and students to keep educational careers moving forward.  Our teachers are busy working on plans for 
your students.  Plans will include enrichment activities to start, followed by a shortened and graded 4th quarter 
school work.  We will be sharing those plans with you very soon. 
 
We are also currently working on getting families materials that students either still have in the building or will 
need in order to complete future assignments. 7-12 students will have their school computers to use during this 
time. We are planning on having all materials ready to be picked up on Monday and Tuesday (March 30 and 
31) next week at each building.  We are asking that parents make arrangements to have materials picked up 
from either building between 8:00 and 4:00 on those days. Please call the office when you arrive at the school, 
and someone will bring your materials out to you.  If you are unable to pick up during those times, please 
contact either school office to make other arrangements.  
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Situations continue to develop rapidly.  Please be assured that school administrators and board members are 
closely monitoring official guidelines and recommendations from the Nebraska Department of Education, the 
governor's office, and state health officials.  We will continue to re-evaluate our building’s closure as the 
situation continues to evolve and will continue to make changes to our educational plans accordingly. If you 
have any questions, please do not hesitate to call and talk to an administrator. 
 
 
Respectfully, 
 
 
 
Justin Patterson 
Superintendent  
 
 


