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Madison High School 

 MHS honored Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. in a number of ways. Some highlights include Mrs. Fellows’ 

classes reading MLK’s speech (Common Core adaptations) and finding connections to themes from units 

of study including power and authority as well as questioning authority. Mrs. Hladky and Mr. 

Grundfest will be reading the text of MLK’s Nobel Peace Prize acceptance speech. The students will be 

identifying which concepts match the goals of the Enlightenment/Enlightenment worldview. 

 74 students in 11th and 12th grade took the Seal of Biliteracy Exam on 1/17. The Seal of Biliteracy is an 

award given by a school, district, or state in recognition of students who have studied and attained 

proficiency in two or more languages by high school graduation. The Seal is included on students’ 

transcripts. 

 On 1/8, MHS hosted its annual 8th Grade Parent Night. Parents had the opportunity to tour the building 

and hear about the various offerings for students from Administration and current students.  

 On 1/29, MHS, the MEA, and the Madison Alliance Addressing Substance Abuse (MAASA) will 

welcome motivational speaker Stephen Hill to speak. More information on the speaker can be found on 

his website: https://speaksobriety.com/ 

 The Board of Trustees for Kids2Kids Special Needs Mentoring Program is recognizing Lily Barisonek 

(10th grade), Kiley Selquist (11th Grade), and graduates Ryan Selquist and Alex Jacqmin for receiving 

the prestigious President’s Volunteer Service Award. Kids2Kids is a Non Profit community based 

program where teen mentors teach kids with special needs basic skills in a variety of different activities 

such as swimming, golf, Tae Kwan Do, yoga, theater/drama, and running. The Award enables community 

organizations–as Certifying and Leadership Organizations–to amplify their gratitude by joining with the 

President of the United States to thank their most dedicated volunteers. In 2003, the President’s Council 

on Service and Civic Participation launched the President’s Volunteer Service Award to recognize the 

importance of volunteers to America’s strength and national identity, and furthermore, to honor the 

deeply invested volunteers whose service is multiplied through the inspiration they give others. 

 The Key Club wrapped up a successful food drive for Students Change Hunger! Students and staff 

donated 2,493 pounds of food and $1916 in monetary donations. A special thank you to Chef Loryn, 

Chatham-Madison Kiwanis and Coldwell Banker Madison, as well as Mrs. Rawding and Ms. Carputo’s 

classes for their generous donations. MHS won the awards for their efforts including Most Pounds 

Donated in Division 4 and 2nd Most Pounds Donated across all divisions. 

 The Red Cross Club and Key Club cohosted a blood drive on 12/6. The drive resulted in 26 productive 

donations, which can potentially save 78 lives. Thank you to all the donors and volunteers. 

 MHS had 7 overall qualifiers in the Regional DECA competition that took place January 8th at Ramapo 

College. They are all invited to participate in the State Competition. The finalists include Tina Munter, 

Jordyn Sterkel, Danielle Cenicola, Henry Ticknor, Anna Preston, Brendan Durkin and Nick Walsh.  

 Congratulations to the following students who earned High Score Awards at the DECA Regional 

Competition that took place on January 8th. 

o Tina Munter, 1st Place Role Play for Business Services Marketing Series 

o Brendan Durkin, 1st Place Role Play for Principles of Business Management 

o Alex Johnson, 2nd Place Individual Exam for Buying and Merchandising Management 

o Lila Murcott and Carla Perett, 3rd Place Role Play for Buying and Merchandising Management 

 MHS Social Studies staff will be participating in their second Gilder Lehrman PD where they will be 

examining the origins of slavery. 

 The MAD Robotics team has performed well at the two events attended thus far in this year’s season. 

The next event is mid-February on the road to the state championships. 

 Tyler Bradshaw (11th grade) auditioned and was accepted into the Bass Drum line of the 2019 

Tournament of Bands All Stars. The All Star Band was the featured Band at the 100th anniversary of the 
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Philadelphia Thanksgiving Day Parade. The Band was made up of All Star musicians from 26 bands in 

the 9 state T.O.B circuit. The parade was featured on channel 6 WABC and its affiliate stations across the 

United States.  

 The Winter Band Concert will be held on 1/23 at 7:30 pm. 

 In coordination with the Chamber of Commerce, MHS students painted storefront windows in preparation 

for the holiday season. MHS artists contacted and worked with the store owners to come up with a design. 

Students then worked to paint the design on the windows and create a festive feeling in downtown 

Madison! MHS has been working with the Chamber of Commerce for several years to create these hand 

painted storefronts. It adds to the charm and personality of Madison, especially during the holidays! 

 The District Chorus Festival will be held on 2/5 at MJS and will feature 500 singers in grades 4-12 from 

all five schools! A clinician will come in to work with the students who will rehearse together and 

perform in a concert for the community. 

 On 1/19 the Boys and Girls Basketball teams hosted “Believe in the Cure Showcase” at FDU-Florham 

Park. The event helps raise funds for the Children’s Brain Tumor Foundation. Their mission is to improve 

the treatment, quality of life and the long term outlook for children and families affected by brain or 

spinal cord tumors. 

 MHS Guidance 

o On 1/21 at 7:00 p.m. in the Auditorium, Ms. Gloria Derteano from Saint Elizabeth’s will be 

presenting in Spanish on the topic of Financial Aid. Ms. Derteano will discuss how financial aid 

can help, what documents are needed, and how to work through the application process.  

o On 1/25 at 8:30 a.m, Guidance will be hosting a practice SAT/ACT offered by the Princeton 

Review to junior students on a first-come first-serve basis.  

o On 1/30 at 7:00 p.m. in the Auditorium, counselors will be hosting the annual Junior Parent 

Night. Some key items that will be discussed are the scheduling process, testing options, and 

letters of recommendation. We hope to see you there!  

o Guidance is happy to announce that college acceptance letters have been rolling in for the Class 

of 2020. The list of schools include: Boston College, Catholic, College of Charleston, Cornell, 

Duke, Elon, Franklin & Marshall, Hobart & William Smith, Johns Hopkins, Princeton, Villanova, 

and William & Mary, among others.  

 MHS Athletics 

o Boys Basketball had a strong showing in the Chatham Holiday tournament with a win over New 

Providence and two close losses. On 1/3, the team defeated Parsippany, 61-43. Andrew Stack 

finished with 14 points and Daniel Oyediran scored 12.  

o MHS hosted a Girls Basketball Holiday Tournament 12/27-28, where the team won three games. 

On 1/4, the team beat Millburn 51-13. Tess Callaghan scored 19 and had 6 steals, Julia Olesen 

added 10 points and 3 steals, and Vivian Summerlin had 6 points and 2 steals.  

o The Wrestling season is underway and at the Pioneer Classic in New Providence on 1/4 

Anthony Collins, Steven Herrera, Julian Moszcynski earned 4th place finishes. 

o In the annual indoor track Cliff Back Invitational, Aidan Bergin captured his first individual 

varsity medal in the 300 meter race while Sophia Crucs received 6th place.  

o The inaugural Girls Ice Hockey season began strong with a 10-3 win over Randolph. The Lady 

Dodgers were led by Maya Tahl and Josie Piacente who combined for all 10 goals, including 

one on a penalty shot. Julianna DiPaolo held Randolph to 3 goals in her first game ever in goal.  

o Boys Ice Hockey finished the Holiday tournament 2-1. Goalie Keaton Tom made 28 saves in a 

shutout against Scotch Plains. During the three games, Jacob Erickson tallied 2 goals and 5 

assists and Cormac McNamara scored 5 goals and 1 assist. Aidan Niceberg, Matty Gero, 

Tyler Shannon, and Liam O’Hearen also scored.  

o A new Bowling season has dawned and the Dodger Bowlers are striving to accomplish new goals 

with a strong set of new and returning bowlers. High games for season include Jackie Sheppard 

(208), Marc Torres (204), and Brendan Cobb (208).  

o The Boys/Girls Swim team enjoyed an early start to the winter season with wins against Hanover 

Park and Morristown Beard. The teams hosted Mendham High School on 1/8 at Drew University 

for their Senior Day. 
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Madison Junior School 

 MJS celebrated MLK through an advisory lesson where students learned about the importance of listening 

to others, compassion and empathy. A school wide announcement reinforcing the lessons of MLK was 

also made. Students in 6th grade are currently engaged in a student led Civil Rights Inquiry project in their 

Social Studies classes. Lessons have focused on the following topics: 

o How the Constitution evolved from the end of the Civil War 

o Key Supreme Court ruling such as Plessy v Fergusson and Brown v Board of Education 

o The impact of Jim Crow Laws 

o Completing an activity titled “What do you know about MLK?”  

o MLK’s connection to Madison (1964 speech)  

o Analyzing MLK’s “I Have a Dream” speech  

o Analyzing the significance of his final speech from Memphis 

 Thank you to the MJS PTO, Madison Education Foundation, and the Madison Music & Arts Association 

for facilitating the MJS Mural Project. Caren Frost-Olmsted is currently working with parents, students 

and staff to complete the Mural Project. There will be a ribbon cutting February 4th at 6:30 pm. All are 

welcome to attend.  

 Congratulations to Mr. Sabatino and Mr. Rossi on leading a successful Winter Band Concert. Students 

did a wonderful job performing within the various ensembles. 

 Dr. Caruso organized and led a Diversity Forum on 1/9 for students, staff members and parents to 

engage in conversations about diversity. During the night, participants responded to various prompts to 

brainstorm ideas on how we can further reinforce diversity at MJS. 

 

Central Avenue School 

 CAS held a schoolwide assembly on Hip Hop Fundamentals MLK, which is a groundbreaking program 

that focuses on student involvement in the American Civil Rights movement through dance, audience 

participation, and a variety of interactive activities. The assembly tackles racism, segregation, and the 

struggle for freedom in a safe, fun, family-friendly atmosphere of Hip Hop. Teachers engaged students in 

books via readalouds, mentor texts, and cool YouTube videos on MLK.  

 Family Bingo Night will be held on 1/31. 

 An assembly on Hip Hop Fundamentals was held on 1/17. 

 In conjunction with MHS, the Big Brothers/Big Sisters program continues this year, taking place every 

other Wednesday after school.  

 The Rainbows Program is running every other Tuesday after school. Rainbows for All Children is 

dedicated to providing support for all youth as they navigate grief and heal from loss, whether from death, 

divorce/separation, deployment, deportation, incarceration or other trauma. 

 

Kings Road School 

 KRS held a schoolwide activity in which students collected and assembled toiletry kits to be donated to 

the non-profit organization Bridges in honor of Martin Luther King’s message of unity and love. Each 

grade level also read about MLK and engaged in discussions about the meaning of his messages.  

 On 12/10, the 5th grade chorus, band, and orchestra musicians presented two fabulous concerts. The 

ensembles were directed by band director Mr. Rossi, chorus director Ms. Ward, and orchestra director 

Mr. Malishchak.  

 Parents, students, and staff convened together during two assemblies on 12/17 for the annual KRS Sing-

A-Longs.  

 Under the direction of director Mr. Malloy, the Madison High School Jazz Chorus performed for the K-5 

students. We are so proud of the high school students!  

 The week before break concluded the community service project of collecting coats and diapers for those 

in need. Thank you to the KRS PTO for the great idea and to the many KRS families that donated. KRS 

parent Mrs. Toto and Guidance Counselor Mr. Levine worked to pack and transport the donated items.  

 The first KRS International Parents night was held at KRS on 1/14. ESL Teacher Ms. Bihuniak and 

Principal Dr. Koop facilitated this exciting introductory meeting.  
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Torey J. Sabatini 

 At TJS, with the support of our gracious PTO, students will have the opportunity to participate in a day of 

service honoring Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.’s legacy. “TJS Gives Back”. The event will take place on 

1/21 and students have raised over $290 and donated hundreds of boxes of food and water containers. 

Additionally, fifth grade students worked through an activity with Guidance Counselor Ms. Bletcher 

titled, “The Cards We’re Dealt,” which helped frame discussions about identity, bias and perception.  

 New TJS Principal Ilana Sing visited the school and met with students and staff. She has also set up 

meetings with teachers and engaged with the PTO to discuss her exiting transition to the school. A “Meet 

and Greet” is scheduled for 1/28, 9am-10am or 7pm-8pm in the Jaguar Jungle. 

 1/21 is the “TJS Gives Back” Day of Service 

 On 1/22, TJS kicks off the Souper Bowl Kickoff Spirit Day. Students and staff will get decked out in 

green and white or TJS gear to show their spirit as part of TEAM TJS working together to fight hunger! 


