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Madison High School 

 MHS celebrated Veteran’s Day by having students wear red, white, and blue and American flag pins 

were distributed. Student Council also made a special announcement and led a moment of silence, and 

handwritten notes were created for Veterans.  

 A total of 74 juniors and seniors will be inducted into the National Honor Society on Monday, 

November 25th @ 7:00 pm in the MHS Auditorium.  

 12th grade student Lautaro Soler was recognized for his participation in the 2019 Waksman Institute 

Summer Experience (WISE) at Rutgers University this past summer. The 10-day program brought 36 HS 

students from across New Jersey together to develop an authentic research project in molecular biology 

and bioinformatics. The analyses conducted by Lautaro resulted in a publication, which can now be used 

by practicing scientists worldwide. Here is his recognition letter. 

 Mayor Conley and members from Interact Club and Project Aware discussed the collaborative work 

done by the Madison Environmental Commission (MEC) and the Association of NJ Environmental 

Commissions (ANJEC) to reduce one-time-use plastic bags. Madison is one of 30 towns in NJ with this 

type of ban and MHS students will help distribute reusable grocery bags at local grocery stores through a 

“Say no to the plastic bag” campaign. Mayor Conley also described other environmental actions being 

taken by the town such as the purchase of two new hybrid vehicles for the Madison Police Department. 

 A new club, Parceros Pa’lante, has been formed to promote the Spanish-speaking culture in the 

community by hosting various activities throughout the year. This Spanish/Bilingual Association will 

celebrate important holidays with food, music, and dance and serves as a great opportunity for members 

to meet new friends, practice Spanish, learn more about Hispanic culture, and go on field trips. The 

kickoff meeting was held on 10/24 as a monthly Karaoke Lunch. 

 Mrs. Gentile led a field trip to Novartis to help students realize the variety of career possibilities 

available to them and to reinforce the message that they have valuable contributions to make to an 

inclusive workforce. The keynote speaker was Nickelodeon and Disney artist/cartoonist Josh Leonard, 

who created a group of superheroes who each have a disability and a “superpower.” The students loved 

the program and were truly inspired by it. Thank you to Novartis for hosting the wonderful day! 

 Officers from DECA attended the NJ DECA Leadership Training at Kean University on 10/17. The 

training welcomed leaders from DECA chapters throughout the state and students networked, 

brainstormed ideas, and planned for the upcoming year. 12th grade students Tina Munter, Jordyn 

Sterkel, Nicole Codarlupo, Steven Herrera, and Lily Wynne represented the MHS chapter.  

 Biology students visited the Turtle Back Zoo on 10/17. Prior to the trip all 223 students met in the 

auditorium to learn about the savanna and temperate deciduous forest biomes, as well as animal behavior. 

While at the zoo, students worked to collect data and research topics such as animal behavior, 

survivorship, reproductive strategies, biomes, habitats, and energy flow through ecosystems. Zoo 

educators supported during the day and students debriefed data and research after arrival back at MHS.  

 The Physics & Engineering Team placed 3rd in the Pumpkin Chucking Competition at Rowan on 10/26. 

 The Marching Dodgers have had a record-breaking year. In 6 weeks of competitions, the Marching 

Dodgers have won 5 first place trophies, 3 best music awards, and awards for best percussion, best color 

guard, and best drum majors. The Dodgers also won the Mayor’s Cup in Sayreville and earned the 

Highest score award in Governor Livingston. Last week in the TOB Chapter 10 Championships the 

Dodgers brought home the coveted Group 3 Open Championship for the third straight year. In Hershey, 

PA, the Dodgers scored a 92.65, which earned them 8th place out of 26 bands. The Dodgers also took 

home 3rd place Percussion honors and 6th place Woodwind Honors. This year’s show, “The Pack,” 

explores teamwork, individual responsibility, and strength of a pack. “The Pack” has brought audiences 

and the judging community a dynamic entertaining experience that has been a “howl” to watch! 

 The CAS chorus and MHS jazz chorus will perform at the Madison Holiday Arts festival on 11/29. 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/17MEDOlkxrbK3o3fxup50PUdsTp9QfKwZ/view?usp=sharing
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 MHS Guidance 

o Guidance is happy to share that 60% of MHS students have applied to at least one college and are 

still in the process of sending out applications this month. This month there have been 

informative college visits from Marist, Bates, University of Rochester, Monmouth, NJIT, 

Emerson, Kenyon, and Pace University, just to name a few.  

o Student Assistance Counselor, Ms. Morgenthaler, held a very successful “Meet the SAC” night 

on Thursday, 10/17. About 30 parents were in attendance to discuss vaping, marijuana, stress, 

anxiety, and social media. 

o Guidance Counselor Ms. O’Brien hosted the 9th Grade Exploration parent presentation, sharing 

information about high school, how to read a transcript, what to expect throughout the years, how 

to understand GPA, and other related topics.  

o On 10/29, the MHS Guidance Team hosted the annual Financial Aid Night. They reviewed the 

FAFSA process and applying for state aid funding for college. 

 MHS Athletics 

o Athletics held an early National Signing Day on 11/13 for students signing on to play at a 

Division I program, and two student athletes, Chase Cmaylo (Field Hockey - Colgate) and Clare 

Culligan (Lacrosse - Lafayette) signed their National Letters of Intent. An additional signing day 

for students playing at any level in college will be held on 2/5.  

o Girls Volleyball Finished the season 14-11 after falling in the 2nd round of the state tournament 

to Barnegat High School 

o Boys Cross Country defeated Whippany Park 25-30 to complete its NJAC conference dual meet 

season 3-1 and finished in a 3-way tie for the Liberty Division Conference Championship. On 

10/11, the team competed in the 6-team Lancer Invitational and finished in 2nd behind Morris 

Knolls. On 10/15, the Dodgers competed in the NJAC small schools championship and finished 

5th out of 23 teams. On 11/9, the boys finished in 2nd at the North 2 Group 2 State Championships. 

Adam Angelone (10th grade) won the section with a time of 16:25 and competed well in the 

Group State Finals on 11/16.  

o Girls Cross Country defeated Whippany Park 21-40 and Parsippany 21-38 on 9/24 to complete its 

NJAC conference dual meet season 4-1. On 10/5, the girls placed 3rd in the Shore Coaches 

Invitational Varsity E Race behind Union Catholic and Robbinsville. On 10/11, the Dodgers won 

their 4th consecutive Lancer Invitational, finishing ahead of Parsippany, Kearny, Morris Knolls, 

Livingston, and Parsippany Hills. On 10/15, the girls won the NJAC small schools championship 

ahead of perennially strong schools Mountain Lakes and Villa Walsh. This was the Dodgers' first 

ever NJAC championship plaque which consists of 23 teams from 4 divisions of the NJAC 

conference. On November 9th, the girls finished in 2nd place at the North 2 Group 2 State 

Championships. Jamie Habib (11th grade) won the section with a time of 19:31. At the Group 

State Finals on 11/16, Habib finished 18th out of 147 competitors. 

o Girls Varsity Tennis finished the year 5-10. They entered the state tournament as the 12th seed in 

North Jersey Section II Group II and made it to the state sectional semifinal beating the #5 seed 

Hanover Park and the #4 seed Caldwell before falling to the #1 seed Summit. The team won its 

last match against Randolph 3-2 with Allison Nevias (12th grade) securing the win at 1st singles.  

o Football finished 2-7 after defeating Newark Central in their final game of the season 28-26.  

o Field Hockey finished its season with a 14-4-1 record after falling to Rumson Fair Haven in the 

North 2 Group 2 Section Final. With a win over Parsippany on 10/21, the girls claimed the 

Liberty Division Championship, finishing the regular season with a perfect 8-0 conference record. 

o The Varsity Boys soccer team finished the year with a record of 11-5 after falling in the second 

round of the state tournament to Bernards. JV Finished the season 10-2-1 with a 9-0 conference 

record and the freshmen team finished their season 8-6-2 this year.  

o Girls Soccer finished its season with a record of 9-7-1 after falling to Hanover Park in the second 

round of the state tournament. 
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Madison Junior School 

 Veterans Day activities were held throughout the school with social studies teachers remembering and 

honoring Veterans Day during their lessons. An advisory lesson was also implemented to honor and 

remember those who served. 

 Sixth grade students participated in the Jets Play 60 flag football tournament. Play 60 encourages healthy 

activity habits within our students. Thanks to Ms. Tyburczy and the PE Department for coordinating.  

 Madison Fire Department Captain Nunn visited MJS to talk to students in grade-level assemblies. In the 

assembly, Captain Nunn highlighted the theme of “knowing two ways out.”  

 Mrs. Marotta and Mrs. Siso worked with the Madison Health Department to implement activities for 

Red Ribbon Week. Representatives from the Department visited to culminate our activities and theme. 

 MJS students participated in Restorative Practice Circles in Advisory during the week of November 4th. 

Restorative Practice Circles are a great way to have students engage in authentic conversations about their 

daily lives. Special thanks for Asst. Principal Ms. Phillips for training the MJS staff on the practice.  

 Dr. Caruso held his Coffee with the Principal session on November 12th. The session served as an 

opportunity to talk about school initiatives, celebrate successes, and share ideas.  

 The MJS Robotics team will be competing in the northern New Jersey regional First Lego League 

tournament at Mt. Olive high school on 11/24. 

 

Central Avenue School 

 On Veteran’s Day, students made cards for veterans and teachers taught lessons in the classrooms. In 

addition, our Media Specialist completed Read Alouds and shared the importance of this day.  

 Captain Nunn from the Madison Fire Department presented to K-5 students about fire safety.  

 The International Families group hosted its inaugural event on the evening of 10/18. 

 Family Reading Night was held on 10/24. Staff created book themes hallways and Central & Main 

hosted our garden tasting for parents.  

 The Story Pirates visited CAS to help creating interactive plays with our students on Halloween. 

 Kindness Week was held 11/11 to 11/15 and World Kindness day was 11/13. The school kicked the 

week off with a schoolwide assembly focused on kindness and gratitude.  

 TransOptions visited the school to teach the 1st grade students about pedestrian safety.  

 On 11/27, 4th grade students will learn about biking and walking safely to school through Safety Town.  

 Young Athletes, a foundational sports play program for children ages 2-7 and gives families of children 

with disabilities the opportunity to celebrate their children's accomplishments and see their potential will 

train staff in grades Pre-K-1 on physical activities for disabled students.  

 CAS students will have an Up and Away assembly that will combine the natural wonder of the hot air 

balloon with a wealth of teaching knowledge to educate and inspire. Actual balloons will be on site.  

 

Kings Road School 

 David Harrell, an award-winning actor, speaker, and disability advocate, presented two assemblies to 

students. He presented a play entitled The Boy Who Would Be Captain Hook to students in grades K-2 

and the play A Little Potato and Hard to Peel for students in grades 3-5. He was an engaging and special 

performer. More information about Harrell can be found at http://www.yanjep.org/artist/david-harrell/ 

 KRS father and Madison FD Captain Nunn presented to all students on the importance of fire safety.  

 Officers from the Madison Police Department conducted assemblies about Halloween safety. Madison 

School Resource Officers Mr. Downs and Mr. Galgano presented with Officer Riley to all of the 

students! We thank them for their partnership!  

 Mr. Levine organized a special physical activity event, “Step, Minute, Mile Day,” in which students 

committed to walking, running, skipping, or swimming either 6000 steps, 60 minutes, or 3 miles. A 

running “track” was set up outside during recess to help students get their steps/time/mileage in. Students 

received a tracking log to track their steps. 

 KRS parent and dermatologist Dr. Haliasos presented to the students about keeping their skin safe in the 

sun. Thank you so much Dr. Haliasos for sharing your knowledge with the students!  

 Mediation Minutes - Healthy Minds and Bodies - Twice in October, there were morning mediation 

announcements about keeping our minds and bodies healthy.  

http://www.yanjep.org/artist/david-harrell/
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 October 23rd and 24th were the classroom visitation days. Every class had a designated day/time for 

parents to visit.  

 Art teacher Mr. Thompson and guidance counselor Mr. Levine worked with all the KRS fourth graders 

on posters to enter in a contest sponsored by Drug Free New Jersey.  

 Mr. Levine taught third graders Second Step (our character education program) lessons about the topic of 

empathy.  

 Mrs. McCauley and Mr. Levine facilitated another “Mix-It-Up” day in the lunchroom.  

 The fifth grade Student Council met in October with Mr. Levine.  

 

Torey J. Sabatini 

 “Safe Schools” week was successful. 

 The TJS PTO sponsored our first Read-a-Thon.  

 Students enjoyed “A Journey Through Mexico,” a performance by Young Audiences Arts for Learning. 

 International families sponsored a dinner on 10/25. 

 Halloween parade, 10/31, thanks to the MHS Marching Dodgers for leading. 

 Veterans Day Assembly (organized by the teachers), 11/6 - students presented, sang patriotic songs, read 

poetry, and participated in a flag folding ceremony. We were joined by parents/relatives of TJS that have 

served in the military. 

 “Mayhem Poets” to visit TJS on 11/12 

 Grades 2, 3, and 5 will participate in educational enrichment sessions run by the Liberty Science Center 

and sponsored by the PTO. 

 Parent/Teacher conferences 11/20-11/21. 

 Book Fair, 11/20 - 11/23. Family fun event on Saturday, November 23rd will start with a fun run/walk at 

9:00 A.M. at TJS. 


