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MPS Wins 5th Consecutive “Best Communities for Music Education” Award 

 The “Best Communities for Music Education” designation is given to districts that demonstrate 

outstanding achievement in efforts to provide music access and education to all students. Districts that 

have been recognized by the NAMM Foundation are often held up as models for other educators looking 

to boost their own music education programs. To qualify for the “Best Communities” designation, 

information is provided about funding, graduation requirements, music class participation, instruction 

time, facilities, administrative support for the music program, and community music-making programs. 

Responses are then reviewed by The Music Research Institute at the University of Kansas. 

 Madison joins 623 districts across the country in receiving the prestigious award for 2019. The complete 

list of districts can be found here: https://www.nammfoundation.org/articles/bcme-2019-districts 

 

MHS Students Participate in “The Memory Project” 

 MHS advanced art students under the leadership of their teacher Mrs. Sokolowski participated in “The 

Memory Project” (www.memoryproject.org) - an initiative in which art students help cultivate global 

kindness by creating portraits for children around the world who have faced challenges such as violence, 

war, or extreme poverty.  

 This is the 6th consecutive year of participation for the district, which has completed works for children in 

Madagascar, India, Cambodia, and Syrian refugee children who fled to Jordan. 

 Participating students are: Alexandra Artigliere, James Ciriello, Samantha DeRosa, Julia Ferranti, 

Collin Flanagan, Lucciana Happe, Caleb Kosinksi, Chloe Mandala, Kelly Phillips, Giovanna 

Rafanello, Luke Raymaker, Amanda Smith, Rose (“Eden”) Summerlin, and Samantha Sullivan. 

 A powerful video of the Project can be seen at the link below:  

o https://drive.google.com/file/d/1xgoY5Wp8vtzN4HVL5ePL_711RRoQa4p1/view   

 

Madison STEAM Academy Continues 

 Registration continues for the newly revamped Madison STEAM Academy, which runs from July 8th to 

August 9th. More about the Academy, which has all new programming for 2019, can be found on the 

district web site at: https://www.madisonpublicschools.org/domain/703.  

 
Teacher-Leadership Updates 

● K-12 STEAM Coordinator (Mr. Erdreich, MJS) 

o Mr. Erdreich supported a STEM teacher at Watchung Borough School District who is currently 

working with her district to renovate the instructional space. She and two other teachers toured 

the MJS STEM space and gathered information that could be brought back to the district.  

o Mr. Erdreich ran a joint PD experience through NJTEEA and NJASCD on design-based thinking 

on April 11th. A large variety of teachers, administrators, and support staff worked through design 

challenge opportunities and it was a great PR event for both the organizations and for MPS.  

● K-12 Science Coordinator (Ms. Lieu, MHS) 

o Ms. Lieu took a lead role in supporting the elementary gardens during planting season and 

planning for harvest lessons.  

● Elementary Instructional Coaches (Ms. Emann and Ms. Wallace) 

o The two instructional coaches continue to provide training and assistance with staff in planning 

for next year. Ms. Emann recently facilitated a discussion about Schoolwide Fundamentals 

literacy materials for grades K-5 and Ms. Wallace supported LinkIt! online assessment training.  

● MPS Teaching and Learning Framework (TLF) 

o The district is wrapping up round 3 of staff evaluation and will be surveying teachers and 

administrators on the strengths of the TLF and areas that need additional support for 2019-20.  

https://www.nammfoundation.org/articles/bcme-2019-districts
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https://drive.google.com/file/d/1xgoY5Wp8vtzN4HVL5ePL_711RRoQa4p1/view
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● NJ Teacher Leader Network (NJTLN) 

o The NJTLN continues to work towards final recommendations regarding the new “Teacher 

Leader” endorsement. MPS is one of 8 districts assisting with the project, which promotes staff 

empowerment, distributive leadership, and positive school culture. 

 

School Updates 
 

Madison High School 

 MHS received the Students Change Hunger Division 5 Award from the Community Food Bank of NJ. 

Their efforts to collect over 2,954 pounds of food plus monetary donations will immediately benefit over 

7,000 people. Congrats to the Key Club and advisor Ms. Gabel! 

 Some of the activities conducted by the Key Club for the Students Change Hunger award included: 

o WDHA NJ 101.5 Radio kickoff event on 10/12 with DJ Jim Monaghan and the Morning Jolt: 

https://wdhafm.com/galleries/students-change-hunger-morning-jolt-pop-up-broadcast/ 

o An article in Madison Patch: https://patch.com/new-jersey/madison/madison-students-take-

holiday-hunger   

o A video created by the MHS TV production class and posted on YouTube and the district site: 

https://youtu.be/0OSxnRY9928 

o Articles in school newsletters and the MHS Times, written by Mary Beth Gabel: 

https://www.madisonpublicschools.org/cms/lib/NJ01000205/Centricity/Domain/75/MHSTimes_

v19_Oct29_2f.pdf 

o Social media postings on personal sites, Twitter, Madison Area Parents, and I Love Madison sites 

o Attendance at the Madison-Chatham Kiwanis Meeting 11/27, at which food donations and $300 

in Stop and Shop Gift Cards were received 

o Teacher Food Drive classroom competition in November 

o “Pass the Can” spare change collection event 11/30 during common lunch  

o Dodgeball Event 12/4 ($5/person and 2 food items entry fee) 

o https://www.icloud.com/photos/#0YoC9lTzrSpIVp66lUUrnLczQ 

o High School Bake Sale 12/6 

o Daily morning announcements to bring food to A-1 and regarding facts about hunger awareness,  

o Key Club Members attended a presentation from Community Food Bank rep Michelle Jansen.  

 The Interact Club sponsored the second “Sleep Out” at Madison High School to raise funds in support of 

the Covenant House, the largest privately funded agency in the Americas providing shelter, food, and 

other services to homeless and runaway youth. 22 students and 6 teachers (Mr. Bernich, Mr. Braine, 

Mr. Fennell, Mr. Largo, Mr. Lynott, and Mr. Oswin) slept out in the courtyard with only a piece of 

cardboard and sleeping bag and raised $15,400.  It was a great night and experience for all.  

 The MHS PGC members hosted a charity volleyball tournament for students on April 18th in support of 

St. Baldricks. 

 The Every 15 Minutes Program was held on March 25th and 26th to raise awareness about drunk driving 

and distracted driving. 

 MHS Guidance 

o Emma Anderson, 12th grade, was selected as a winner of a National Merit Scholarship.  This 

scholarship is underwritten by the National Merit Scholarship Corporation. 

o Katherine Antmann, 11th grade, was selected as a delegate to New Jersey Girl State Program.  

o William Johansen, 11th grade, was selected as a recipient for the Eisenhower Leadership Award 

sponsored by the Parents Club of West Point. William was recognized at an awards ceremony at 

West Point on April 6th.  

 In Memoriam: G. James Picozzi, President and benefactor of the Picozzi Family Foundation Scholarship 

passed away on March 2, 2019 at the age of 99. Mr. Picozzi’s Foundation has been sponsoring 

scholarships for Madison High School graduates since 2008. Mr. Picozzi’s sister, Adele, was a long time 

English teacher in Madison. Since 2008, Mr. Picozzi has awarded an estimated $200,000 to Madison 

High School students. 
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Madison Junior School 

 The 6th through 8th grade social was held March 8th. Hosted by the Student Council, Grade 6-8 students 

participated in games and activities during the social.  

 “Pi Day” raised $1050.00 for the American Heart Association on March 14th. Students had an opportunity 

to pie teachers in the face.  

 The Student Staff Basketball Game was held on March 22nd. Students played with faculty members in a 

great event that promoted teamwork.  

 The MJS Book Fair was held March 25th through 28th, sponsored by the MJS PTO and Media Specialist 

Mrs. Bessin. 

 The Madison Green Day will be held April 27th from 2-3 pm at the Madison Public Library. 7th grade 

students will bring their Infographic CERs to share on the Global Consequences of Increased Carbon 

Emissions. 

 

Central Avenue School 

 Author Dan Yaccarino visited CAS. 

 CAS presented their Green Forum Ideas to Town Council. 

 CAS 4th Graders completed their wax museum 

 CAS and MHS students completed the Monster Art Project on April 23rd. 

 

Kings Road School 

 On April 23rd, KRS held a ribbon-cutting ceremony for the new playground equipment funded by the 

KRS PTO and generous donors.  

 New garden signs were erected over the Spring break. The signs were purchased with funding provided 

by the grant awarded to KRS by Sustainable Jersey for Schools in the spring of 2018.  

 KRS teachers participated in the Harlem Wizards basketball game to benefit MHS Project Graduation.  

 Fourth graders researched selected famous people and presented to students, families, and staff during 

two wax museums.  

 Third grade students ventured to Waterloo Village for a field trip.  

 Second graders participated in a science enrichment experience provided by the Liberty Science Center.  

 KRS concluded the One School, One Book project in April.  

Torey J. Sabatini 

 The TJS May Day celebration will take place on May 4th in concert with beautification events all over 

town. At TJS general outdoor cleanup, weeding, mulching, and trimming of the garden spaces will take 

place from 8:30-11:00 am. 

 Fifth grade Peer Leaders will be visiting second grade classrooms to introduce the new Peer Mentoring 

program. Each student will receive an invitation to join the program, and every student who joins will be 

paired with a fifth grade mentor. Mentors have been busy planning ice breakers, games, lessons and 

projects to complete with their future mentees.  They are super excited to get started!  Mentoring will take 

place every Friday during the lunch period throughout the month of May.   

 The 15th annual TJS Book Swap will take place on April 29th and April 30th.  

 The TJS Jamboree 2019 will be held on June 7th at 3:30 pm. 
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Academic Department Updates 
 

Humanities 

 Two MHS seniors have been recognized by New Jersey Council of Teachers of English 2019 High 

School Writing Contest. Natalie Olivieri won a bronze medal for her personal essay, “New Home, New 

Adventure” and Aidan Fetterly won a silver medal for his short story, “The Duprees.” Both pieces were 

originally written for their respective AP English classes. Aidan’s teacher is Mr. Ellrott and Natalie’s 

teacher is Ms. Wessel Dwyer. 

 

Science 

 MHS science students, organized by Ms. Monkemeier, volunteered their time to judge the STEAM Fair 

Projects at Kings Road, Central Avenue, and Torey J Elementary Schools.   

 

Technology, Engineering, and Design 

 On March 28th, MHS hosted the inaugural TV & Video Teacher Convocation for teachers around the 

area. The event was organized by Mr. Coviello and had small group conversations about various topics in 

the field and a keynote by Dr. Tom Rondinella, Assistant Dean - College of Communications at Seton 

Hall University, who spoke about preparing students for production curriculum in college.  

 The MHS Robotics Team attended the STEAM Fairs at KRS, CAS, and TJS and showed off their robot 

that they have worked on this year. 

 

Visual and Performing Arts 

 The annual Dessert and Jazz celebration was held on March 30th and featured cabaret performances by 

many talented MHS students and showcases by the MHS jazz bands, the MHS jazz chorus, and the MJS 

jazz band. Dessert and Jazz is a fundraiser for Madison Music & Arts. 

 The All-City Band and Orchestra Concert, performed by the district’s top 5th and 6th grade 

instrumentalists, took place at MJS on April 3rd.  


