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National Honor Society Induction 

• On November 19th, MHS inducted over 70 students into the National Honor Society. NHS co-advisors 

Mr. Levine and Mr. DeBiasse emceed the event, which focused on themes of empathy and kindness. The 

keynote address, “Superman Does Good, You Can Do Great” was provided by MHS graduate Cari 

Hanrahan (class of 2008), who currently serves as the Director Public Interest Fellowship and Non-Profit 

Initiatives at Colorado College. Student representatives Emma Andersson, Miles Bird, Aiden Fetterly, 

and Sara Massey spoke alongside Mr. Schwarz and Mr. Robertson during the event. 

 

School Boards Association Presentation 

• KRS Principal Ms. Koop presented “Turning the Key: Unlocking the Potential of Children” at the New 

Jersey School Boards Association convention in October. Ms. Koop serves as the President of the BOE in 

Washington Twp. and presented alongside the district’s superintendent Jeff Mohre.  

 

Parent/Teacher Conferences  

• Parent/teacher conferences were held on November 19th and 20th for students in grades K-8. Among the 

many items discussed, district teachers shared information and documentation about the STAR 

Assessment, which is a new tool being used to monitor student progress.  

 

Clue is a Hit at MHS! 

• The MHS drama department presented Clue: On Stage on November 16th and 17th to packed houses, 

despite the season's first snow fall. Directed by English teachers Doug Oswin and Megan Holzer and 

featured over 30 MHS students on stage and behind the scenes, Clue is a madcap comedy based on the 

cult film and popular board game. Congratulations to the entire cast and crew! 

 

Teacher-Leadership Updates 

● K-12 STEAM Coordinator (Jason Erdreich, MJS) 

o Jason assisted the K-12 technology teachers with a number of innovative MEF grant proposals for 

the Fall cycle and is working with Matt Garrera and Jeff Coviello on a new scope and sequence 

for practical arts courses at MHS, which will be introduced to the Board in December. 

● K-12 Science Coordinator (Carolyn Lieu, MHS) 

o Carolyn continues her curriculum alignment for the elementary gardens and met with a professor 

from Drew University to discuss instructional supports for K-5 science. Carolyn is also assisting 

Kelly Bosworth to discuss new courses for next year, such as Human Anatomy and Physiology. 

● Elementary Instructional Coaches (Shelly Emann and Kathleen Wallace) 

o Shelly and Kathleen continue to provide substantive assistance to K-5 staff and administration. 

Among other initiatives, the coaches are working on course articulation and programming to meet 

the needs of struggling learners and those performing well above their grade level peers. 

● MPS Teaching and Learning Framework (TLF) 

o Teachers and administrators have been implementing the TLF since October and the focus on 

engagement, focus, and the culture of learning have helped highlight excellent practices and areas 

where continued improvements are needed.  

● NJ Teacher Leader Network (NJTLN) 

o The first NJTLN meeting was held October 30th and representatives Caitie Young (MJS English), 

Priscilla Sanches (MHS Spanish), Kathy Koop, and Dan Ross attended. The team shared the great 

work done to this point and will meet with the Network again in February.  
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School Updates 
 

Madison High School 

• MHS Key Club has joined Students Change Hunger and is sponsoring a food drive through December 

10th. All food will be donated to the Community Food Bank in Hillside. 

• Project Aware ran a clothing drive and held a used clothing sale with all proceeds being donated to Life 

Straw which helps provide clean water to people around the world.  

• The MHS Physics Team placed 2nd in the annual pumpkin sling held at Picatinny Arsenal with a launch of 

134.5 meters. The objective of the competition was to construct a trebuchet, or catapult, and hurl a 

pumpkin as far as possible. 

• Student Council has adopted a unit of 170 marines currently serving overseas until June 2019 as a part of 

our Support Our Troops campaign. Care packages will be sent until the unit arrives safely home. 

• Student Council is hosting their annual Faculty Night Live on December 6th.  

  

Madison Junior School 

• Jared Campbell visited MJS to discuss positivity, kindness, and leaning on others, which reinforced and 

supported the mission of #MJSLeads 

• MJS is proud to announce the addition of a mural to be completed October, 2019. Caren Frost Olmsted of 

Morris Arts will be completing the mural. Our PTO will begin fundraising efforts this winter. 

• The Rutgers Science Bus visited MJS. Seventh grade students completed hands on activities that 

reinforced the water cycle. 

• John Marshall will be visiting MJS to show how weather and climate impacts weather forecasts. He will 

demonstrate the responsibilities of a meteorologist. 

• All students attended a Fire Prevention assembly. 

• Spike for the Cure raised money to Donate to the American Cancer Society. 
 

Central Avenue School 

• CAS held the 5th annual Family Reading Night, which featured support from Central and Main on a 

Garden Tasting, live music from “What’s What”, and a ton of guest readers! 

• November 7th was the Project Fit America Ceremony. Representative from Shoprite, Danone, The NJ 

Devils Mascot, and our Mayor were present!  

• CAS completed the two week Look for the Good Campaign! 

• A number of other great events occurred, including the Fire Prevention Assemblies, a lesson on teeth 

cleaning from Carter Dental, parent visitation day. 

• The Rotary joined CAS and met with 3rd graders and gave each student a dictionary. 

• TransOptions will be completing lesson on traffic safety with 1st graders.  

• Behaviorist Alexandra Dougherty completed an ABA training for parents. 

• The Rainbows program for students experiencing grief has begun after school and features three trained 

staff members leading the program!  

• Big Brothers/Big Sisters also began this week after school in conjunction with MHS students.  

• Poetry Friday continues to prosper, as many students, from different classes, each week learn and practice 

poetry which are read on the morning announcements each Friday! #casrocks 

 

Kings Road School 

• Kings Road School, a No Place for Hate school, was mentioned in the No Place for Hate newsletter for 

the following activity, entitled “I AM…” Discussion and Self Portrait Collage. 

o Students participated in an icebreaker activity where they passed around a small classroom object 

and, if they felt comfortable sharing, said something about themselves that most people in the 

class did not know. This led to a discussion about students’ similarities and differences and the 

importance of respecting people’s unique qualities.  
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o Students were then asked to draw a self-portrait that represented aspects of their identities (e.g., 

physical traits, talents, hobbies, etc.). The artwork was then collected and combined to make one 

giant collage for the hallways titled “Diversity = Strength.” 

• KRS parent Dr. Paul Sirna spoke to the KRS students about helmet safety. 

• KRS parent Dr. Haliasos spoke to the students about sun/skin safety.  

• The KRS PTO organized a festive and engaging Fall Fair for the students. Principal Kathy Koop was 

happily dunked a number of times by enthusiastic students.  

• The KRS data team convened to analyze assessment data to inform targeted interventions for students. 

The team will continue to meet throughout the school year.  

• The Madison Police Department presented to the students about Halloween safety and cyberbullying.  

• The Madison Fire Department presented to the students about fire safety.  

• The KRS Safety team convened for the first time to discuss school climate. 

 

Torey J. Sabatini 

• The Garden Ribbon Cutting Ceremony took place in November. Special thanks given to the Kest, 

Philipps, and Dunn Families and to Jaeger Lumber, Drew Landscaping, and J. Kest & Co. who were in 

attendance. A plaque will be hung on the shed and a fall harvest was enjoyed during the Book Fair Family 

Event. 

• Cultural Enrichment program was held for students in grades K-5 

• Native American Dancing/Ed enrichment was held for students in grades 2,3,5 at Liberty Science Center 

• Awesome Art, Grade 1 

• The Book Fair was held from 11/17-11/20 with a family kick-off event held on 11/17.  

• Parent/Teacher Conferences 11/19-11/20.  

 

Academic Department Updates 
 

Athletics 

• Volleyball Coach Steve Fenton was recognized by the NJSIAA Legends of Volleyball Committee for 

being an outstanding Coach. Coach Fenton earned his 500th win this past year. 

• Six seniors signed National Letters of Intent to play Division I athletics: 
o Laurel Carey: Bryant University (Swimming) 

o Will Hart: USMA West Point (Baseball) 

o Kerri Anne McClay: University of Delaware (Field Hockey) 

o Bella Fragomini: Old Dominion University (Field Hockey) 

o Leah Rutland: Bucknell University (Lacrosse) 

o Lauren Kaye: Boston University (Lacrosse) 

 

Guidance 

• Thursday, November 15th was designated as Grief Awareness Day. The goal for this day is to remind 

students that grief comes in many different forms (death, divorce, even getting cut from a sports team). It 

is also to remind students that grief is normal and an emotional, physical and spiritual necessity-the price 

you pay for loving someone or something. In order to recognize this, the Guidance Department organized 

all students, staff, and faculty to write the name of the person, event, or thing they might be grieving 

about on leaves outside the Guidance Office and place those leaves on the tree mural. The hope is that 

having this tree full of leaves will show our students, who are grieving, that they are not alone. 

• All 9th and 10th grade students will be having check-in meetings with their school counselors before the 

December break. 10th grade students will also be receiving their Naviance Student (formerly Family 

Connection) log on information. 

• The Guidance Department will be hosting a Financial Aid night on Wednesday, December 5th. The 

featured speaker will be Colby McCarthy from the Drew University office of Financial Aid.  
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• The Guidance Department in KRS has recently completed 2 projects from their No Place for Hate 

Campaign.  

• The Guidance Department at TJS has been keeping busy with (among other things) running the AAA 

Safety Patrol program, organizing the National Mix it up at Lunch Day, and incorporating lessons from 

#sandyhook promise and The Tyler Clementi Foundation.  
 

Humanities 

• The Humanities Department is pleased to announce the acquisition of a traveling museum exhibition to 

aid the study of American immigration. This is a grant-funded program (Kirby Foundation) that features 

documents and material artifacts from the collection of the Gilder Lehrman Institute of American History. 

The exhibit will be shared between three school districts (Madison, Morristown and Dover). Details about 

the exhibit and when it will arrive in the district will be forthcoming. 

 

Special Services 

• Student mentors from K2K (Kids to Kids) have started running adapted golf lessons in the APE classes at 

MHS. The student mentors are hoping to expand this program by recruiting and training additional 

student mentors and growing it into an after school club. 

• Members of the Special Olympics club hosted an inclusive Halloween party at MHS 

 

Visual and Performing Arts 

• The MHS Marching Dodgers finished in 6th place at the Atlantic Coast Championships with an amazing 

overall score of 93.4. 

• The MJS Fall Play production of The Snow White Variety Show will occur November 30 and Dec 1. 

• This year’s MHS Spring Musical is Bright Star 
 


