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Administrators Presenting! 

 Supervisors Kelly Bosworth and Stacy Snider will be presenting at the FEA/NJPSA/ASCD Fall 

Conference in Long Branch on October 18th. Their session will focus on identifying and 

challenging gender biases in schools and on recognizing forms of sexism and how to address 

them in the workplace and in the classroom.  

 

ESL Parent Night 

 The district will host its first ESL Parent Night on October 10th at MJS. The event will connect 

parents to their children’s educators and will also feature the Zufall Health Center and the 

Madison Area YMCA, whose representatives will discuss resources available to the families. 

 

Back to School Night 

 Back to School Night was held during the last few weeks at CAS, KRS, TJS, and MJS. Madison 

High School will be holding its Back to School Night event on Thursday, October 4th.  

 

Teacher-Leadership Initiatives  

 K-12 STEAM Coordinator (Jason Erdreich, MJS) 

o The first department meetings were held yesterday and Jason Erdreich helped facilitate 

both agendas. Attention was focused on course sequencing and curriculum development, 

resource allocation, and external resources available to staff. The K-5 staff members plan 

to coordinate their conference attendance to ensure coherence between the schools. 

 K-12 Science Coordinator (Carolyn Lieu, MHS) 

o Carolyn Lieu has been working with Kelly Bosworth on a number of items, such as 

budgeting, purchasing, and content articulation. She will be attending the New Jersey 

Science Convention with select K-12 teachers to begin discussions on district needs and 

will also be attending a meeting on September 28th regarding the elementary gardens. 

 Elementary Instructional Coaches (Shelly Emann and Kathleen Wallace) 

o Shelly Emann and Kathleen Wallace have had a successful few weeks visiting classes, 

working with principals, and discussing department needs with administration. Their 

future work is currently being planned to ensure continuity and impact across all schools. 

 MPS Teaching and Learning Framework (TLF) 

o The TLF was approved by the NJDOE and initial training sessions were held in August. 

Full trainings will be provided to staff on October 8th and coordinated administrative 

trainings will be planned to ensure fidelity in implementation.  

 NJ Teacher Leader Network (NJTLN) 

o The first NJTLN convening is scheduled for October 23rd and the administration is in the 

process of adding another staff member to the team. The NJTLN is run through the 

NJDOE and aims to develop teacher leadership initiatives across the state. 

 

“Teaching Literacy Through History” Workshops Grant 

 For the fourth year in a row, the F.M. Kirby Foundation has approved a professional development 

grant for three “Teaching Literacy Through History” workshops for the 2018-19 school year. The 

workshops, administered by the Gilder Lehrman Institute of American History, provide full-day 

sessions with leading academics on topics selected by MHS and MJS Humanities staff. Following 

a three-hour morning seminar on the topic, staff engage with hands on work with primary and 

secondary source materials, which are shared with teachers for classroom use, along with 

pedagogical support on how they can be used to promote key literacy skills. 
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Madison Young Playwrights Program 

 The Madison Young Playwrights Program continues this year for students in grades K-8. The 

Program, which is taught by professional playwrights and theatre artists, runs for 10 weeks after 

school and culminates with performances given at each school in the spring. 

 

Elementary Gardens are Growing! 

 At CAS, the fall planting season has begun and all classes across the district are being given the 

opportunity to plant and learn about the crops.  

 At KRS, a large bulletin board display and outdoor structure was erected to highlight student 

work from the garden lessons. The funding was provided by a grant from the Sustainable Jersey 

for Schools, which KRS received in the spring of 2018.  

 At TJS, the Learning Garden is complete thanks to the amazing work of the students and parent 

volunteers. Students were given an introduction to the garden and participated in fall plantings. 

 

MHS STEM Lab Update 

 The MHS STEM Lab project is nearing completion, with much of the machinery and workspaces 

set up. Among its many features, the Lab has separate work and instructional areas and also has a 

shared makerspace that connects the STEM and Materials Processing areas.  

 

Elementary School 3D Printers  

 Thanks to funding provided by the Madison Education Foundation, a set of 3D printers has been 

delivered to all K-5 schools. Students will soon be able to design and print their own 3D objects 

and staff members will receive training on the devices as the program develops. 

 

Data and Student Progress 

 The K-5 schools will be investing time on October 8th to analyze assessment data in order to 

improve outcomes for all students. Principals and their building data teams will be analyzing data 

from PARCC and the first administration of Star, along with running records and other metrics.  

 

School Updates 
 

Madison High School 

 Senior Emma Andersson has been named a National Merit Semifinalist. Congrats Emma! 

 Senior Co-Presidents of the Special Olympics Club, Natalie Olivieri & Lauren DiRienzo have 

started a Safe Space Lunch Program for students with special needs who are not comfortable 

eating lunch in the cafeteria. Students meet weekly in Room A3 during lunch and are encouraged 

to socialize and promote an inclusive environment. 

 “Clue” has been selected as the fall drama production this year. The show will take place on 

November 15th, 16th, and 17th. 

 The Fall Activity Fair will be held on Monday, October 1st during Common Lunch in the Media 

Center. Representatives from 30 of the school’s clubs and activities will be on hand to discuss the 

many options available to the student body. 

 Room G53 has been converted to a “Quiet/Stress-Free” area during common lunch. This space 

allows students to relax, regroup, and get some work done during their 45-minute lunch period 

without any distractions or noise. 

 NJIT professor Lori Watrous-deVersterre will be visiting students in Mr. Garrera’s Introduction 

to Computer Science class on November 6th to provide students with information about careers 

and professional pathways in technology and computer science.  

 The MHS VPA department received a grant from the MMA (Madison Music & Arts) for an 

Artist in Residence to work with dance students throughout the fall semester 

 The Marching Dodgers will host the Tournament of Bands at MHS on Sunday, September 30th.  
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Madison Junior School 

 Advisory Introduces #MJSLeads: Students participated in several advisory lessons that were 

geared to introducing the values encompassed by #MJSLeads, such as being a lifelong learner, 

setting goals, and building trust within the community.  

 How We Roll: During morning announcements, the MJS administration has been acknowledging 

students’ acts of kindness through a program called How We Roll, which allows the school 

leaders a daily opportunity to affirm positive behavior.  

 Jared Campbell, a musician who spreads positivity through his music, will be visiting MJS on 

October 15th. Campbell will discuss how middle schools have the ability to make a difference in 

the world. 

 Through the work of the MJS Health and PE department, students in 6th grade received jerseys 

from the Jets as part of an initiative related to maintaining an active lifestyle. 

 

Central Avenue School 

 New Hashtag! CAS has adopted the hashtag #casrocks for all Twitter posts related to the school 

 Project Fit America: The kick-off for students is November 7th with Danone and Shoprite. A 

PFA instructor visited the district on September 21st and worked with the 5th grade students who 

will showcase how to properly utilize the equipment for the rest of the school. 

 Principal Tom Liss received the NJ Safety Champion Award from the Commissioner of 

Transportation and also received a citation from the NJ General Assembly and Senate. 

 CAS received the highest ranking for Safe Routes to School (Gold Level) due to the programs 

offered to students and families. 

 

Kings Road School 

 Special Olympics New Jersey Play Unified Grant: KRS received a 2018-19 Play Unified grant 

in the amount of $7,000. The grant also includes admission to the 2018 Change the Game 

Conference on October 24th and additional professional development webinars aimed at helping 

schools implement the Inclusive Youth Leadership, Unified Sports, and Whole School 

engagement activities and to encourage collaboration to share best practices and develop 

partnerships among schools and youth leaders. 

 Summer Reading Assembly: The first week of school concluded with an energy-filled 

celebration for the students’ summer reading accomplishments. Reading specialist Joanne Sims 

was the emcee of an assembly that celebrated reading. 

 Principal Kathy Koop received a visit from Tim Matheney, an advisor from the NJDOE Principal 

Learning Network. Kathy is a member of the first cohort of the Network, which is focused on 

supporting principals’ work and growth.  

 The KRS students are very happy with the new look of the playground. The grass is growing on 

the field and the removal of the two trees has provided students with more room to play.  

 

Torey J. Sabatini 

 After School Enrichment: TJS is proud to be offering number of new after school enrichment 

opportunities, such as a 90’s Craft Class for students in grades 2-3 and a Rugby Club for students 

in grades 2-3 and 4-5.  


