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Summer Updates and Back to School 
 

Curriculum Writing Update 

o Curriculum work has been ongoing throughout the summer with the oversight of content 

supervisors and building level administrators. Updates will be presented for approval at the 9/25 

Board meeting.  

 

English Language Arts 

o Grades 6-8 

o AP English Language 

Social Studies 

o AP Government  

Music 

o K-5 General Music 

o Instrumental Music, 

Grades 4-5  

o Chorus, Grades 7-8 

o Band, Grades 7-8 

Mathematics 

o Grades K-8 

o AP Calculus BC 

Science 

o Grades K-5 

World Language/ESL 

o Spanish, Grades 3-5 

o French 2 

o AP Italian 

o Chinese 2 

o ESL K-12 

Practical Arts 

o K-5 STEAM 

o Intro Computer Science 

o REACH, Grades 3-5 

Visual Arts 

o Art, Grades K-5 

o Art, Grade 8 

o Fine Art Dig. Imaging 

o Alt Imaging Techniques 

o AP Studio Art  

 

Summer Activities Update 

• Throughout July and August 2018, the district hosted a number of amazing programs that 

provided meaningful opportunities for both students and staff. The work accomplished this 

summer will serve as the foundation for the school year and will be used as a model for continued 

or new programming during summer 2019. 

o Madison STEAM Academy 

o ESY Program 

o Summer Music Program 

o Academic Support Programs at MJS 

o Academic Bridge Support Programs for Entering 9th grade students 

o ESL Summer Program 

o Madison High School Athletics practices 

o Various teacher workshops on software, teacher evaluation, pedagogy, and curriculum 

o Administrative retreats on a variety of topics 

 

School Open Houses 

• Each building will be open to school visitors on Thursday, August 30th. Families are welcome to 

attend to walk around and see the facilities!  

o CAS and TJS: 2-3 pm 

o KRS: 1:30-2:30 pm 

o MHS 9th grade orientation: 1-3 pm 

o MJS open house was held today 

 

Back to School Night Dates 

• Back to School Night will be held throughout the first few weeks of school as follows: 

o TJS: Wednesday, 9/12 

o CAS and KRS: Thursday, 9/13 

o MJS: Thursday, 9/20 

o MHS: Thursday, 10/4 
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MPS Back to School Teacher Days 

• New Teacher Orientation (8/27 and 8/28) 

o District values and relationships 

o MEF welcome and introduction 

o Technology 

o Building-based tours and sessions 

o Hallmarks of professionalism 

o Lesson planning 

o Mentoring 

o Bus tour 

• Preservice Days (8/29 and 8/30) 

o Convocation (day 1) 

▪ Celebrations 

▪ Teacher-leadership 

▪ MEF grant recipients 

o Keynote speaker (day 2): Dr. Robert Brooks “The Power of Mindsets: Nurturing 

Motivation, Learning, and Resilience in Students” 

▪ Breakout sessions with administration and with the Board 

o Building-based training, meetings, and setup time 

o Content department meetings and conversations 

o Special education department staff trainings 

o MEA meeting time 

 

Teacher-Leadership Initiatives 

• Formal Positions and Roles 

o K-12 STEAM Coordinator/K-12 Science Coordinator 

▪ The content area support positions will empower staff members to help with data, 

budgeting, supplies ordering, and other needs as appropriate. These positions 

assist supervisors and building administration by providing specific content 

knowledge with which to help inform decision making. 

o Elementary Instructional Coaches 

▪ Two coaching support positions will help align and support teaching practices, 

articulation across buildings, sequencing, and other areas of need. They will also 

serve as informal mentors to new staff members to the district. 

• NJ Teacher Leader Network (NJTLN) 

o MPS was invited to participate in the next cohort of the NJTLN, which was established 

by the NJDOE to collaborate around a shared mission of developing teacher leaders to 

positively impact student outcomes. The NJTLN exchanges ideas, shares materials, and 

provides support to schools across New Jersey invested in developing teacher leadership. 

o Four district members served as representatives this past year (Stephen Finkelstein, Kathy 

Koop, Gina Sloginski, and Dan Ross) and the district will add a fifth member this year. 

• MPS Teaching and Learning Framework (TLF) 

o The TLF is in its final stage of review at the NJDOE and will be presented at the first 

preservice day on Wednesday, 8/29. The model was collaboratively developed by 25 staff 

members, of whom were 15 teachers in the district. 

• Mentoring 

o Many of the district mentors attended New Teacher Orientation today to meet with their 

mentees and to discuss the year ahead. The district mentors are highly respected staff 

members in the district and will support the new staff members throughout the year. 

 

Congrats to Mr. Liss! 

• Tom Liss was awarded the honor of Safety Champion by TransOptions, which delivers programs 

and services that improve mobility, the environment, and overall quality of life in northwestern 

New Jersey. He will be recognized at the 2018 New Jersey Smart Workplaces event on 9/13. 


