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Madison Named a “Best Community for Music Education”  

For the fourth consecutive year, Madison has been named a national “Best Community for Music Education” 

by the NAMM Foundation (National Association of Music Merchants). The designation is awarded to districts 

that demonstrate outstanding achievement in efforts to provide music access and education to all students. 

Districts that have been recognized by the NAMM Foundation are often held up as models for other educators 

looking to boost their own music education programs. 

To qualify for the designation, districts must provide information about funding, graduation requirements, 

music class participation, instruction time, facilities, support for the music program, and community music-

making programs. Responses were then reviewed by The Music Research Institute at the University of Kansas. 

This award recognizes that Madison is leading the way with learning opportunities as outlined in the new 

federal education legislation, the Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA). The legislation, signed into law in 

December 2015, replaces the No Child Left Behind Act (NCLB). ESSA recommends music and the arts as 

important elements of a well-rounded education for all children. 

Out of 14,000 eligible districts, we join 583 districts across the country in receiving the prestigious award in 

2018. The complete list of districts can be found here: https://www.nammfoundation.org/articles/2018districts 

Congratulations to our outstanding music department on this achievement! 

 

Mitra Sharif Awarded NJPSA Scholarship 

• Mitra Sharif was one of 25 students to receive the Student Leadership Scholarship from NJPSA (New 

Jersey Principals and Supervisors Association). Each scholarship is based on the recipient’s demonstrated 

leadership in school activities and participation in co-curricular activities other than athletics and carries a 

$2,000 award. Winners are selected from across the state’s three regions. 

 

Kathy Koop Gets Published 

• Kathy Koop’s article about leader professional development is published in the Spring 2018 edition of 

NJPSA Educational Viewpoints.  

 

Madison STEAM Academy Update 

• Over 120 registrations have been completed online for the program, which runs 7/9 to 8/3 with classes 

including Lego Robotics; STEAM Challenges; Technology, Engineering, Design; and Graphic Design.  

 

Teacher Evaluation Vision Committee (TEVC) 

• The second meeting of the TEVC occurred on April 30th with the purpose of helping to provide a 

roadmap for the district’s new evaluation system. The TEVC comprises 25 staff members (15 teachers, 10 

administrators) and is tasked with articulating the district’s vision for high quality teaching and learning. 

Information about the Committee’s findings are planned to be released later this month. 

 

Madison Environmental Commission Green Vision Forum Event Held 

• All five district schools were represented at the event, which was held on April 19th at Drew. The schools 

presented on two questions: (1) What actions can Madison take to be a greener town? (2) How can your 

school contribute to this change? Thank you to those who participated in or prepared for the event! 

 

Madison May Day/Arbor Day Ceremony 

• Elementary students and principals attended the Arbor Day ceremony on May 5th at Dodge Hall. Student 

musicians in the band and chorus from KRS and CAS performed as well as second grade poets from TJS.   

https://www.nammfoundation.org/articles/2018districts
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School Updates 
 

Central Avenue School 

• Project Fit America Grant: The groundbreaking ceremony for the Project Fit America Grant is May 

14th. The grant of $30,000 will be put towards wellness initiatives and equipment. 

• Junior Achievement BizTown: On May 15th, 5th grade students will be completing in Junior 

Achievement BizTown, a standards-based 21st Century experiential learning curriculum designed for 5th 

and 6th grade students to learn the importance of work readiness, entrepreneurship, and financial literacy. 

• International Day will be held on May 11th with over 20 different countries represented. 

• The CAS musical, The Lion King, was performed on May 4th 

• On May 18th and 21st, 5th grade students will be competing in the Battle of the Books against Livingston 

• On April 23rd and 24th parent/teacher conferences were conducted with great success.  

 

Kings Road School 

• Sustainable Jersey for Schools Grant: KRS received a $2000 dollar grant from Sustainable Jersey for 

Schools to provide educational signage for the grounds and garden kits for every student. Principal Kathy 

Koop attended an awards ceremony on April 25th.  

• Green Video Presentation: On April 23rd, KRS students were invited by the mayor to present the Green 

Vision video at the Madison Town Council meeting  

• Success/Curriculum night will take place on May 15th.  

• KRS teachers participated in STAR assessment training on May 6th.  

• 5th grade students, teachers, and parent assistants attended the Junior Achievement BizTown where 

students assumed community roles to create a mock town structure for a day.  

• On April 23rd and 24th parent/teacher conferences were conducted with great success.  

• The KRS PTO held a Spring Book Fair during conference days.  

 

Torey J. Sabatini 

• Field Trips: A number of field trips have been held for students across different grade levels 

• On April 23rd and 24th parent/teacher conferences were conducted with great success.  

• Educational enrichment grade 5 

• The band, chorus, and orchestra concert will be held on May 22nd  

• The 5th grade orientation will be held at MJS on May 22nd  

• Field Day is scheduled for May 25th 

 

Madison Junior School 

• MJS Robotics Tournament: The first MJS Robotics Tournament will be held during the week of May 

14th. Students will create their own teams of two to four students. In the first three days students will 

compete in various challenges that require students to collaborate and problem solve as they program an 

EV3 Lego robot to complete various tasks autonomously. The final day will be an awards ceremony, and 

the MJS PTO has generously provided funds for prizes for all teams that compete. 

• Life Skills Yoga instructors visiting 8th Grade classes (4 weeks) - funded by MAASA and the Madison Y 

• Girls on the Run - Girl Empowerment in full swing 

• Harding ELA Articulation May 3rd 

• Rutgers Science Bus (7th Grade) May 1-3 

• Kickball Tournament May 11th 

• PLAY60 Kickoff held with the 6th Grade 
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Madison High School 

• Counseling: Katherine Kern, senior, has been awarded the Morris County Caring Student Award from 

Madison High School. 

• MHS Shakesperience Club: Congratulations to the club, supervised by MHS English Teacher Doug 

Oswin, which performed its original mash-up script, Pick Your Poison at the annual Shakespeare Festival 

on May 2nd. The event was held at the Shakespeare Theatre of New Jersey at Drew University and the 

company received a number of awards, including: 

o Special Recognition to Jack Davidson, Sara Massey, and Vincent Spina for their outstanding 

acting, portraying characters from Hamlet and King Lear, and 

o Special Recognition to Molly McCarthy, Max Haupt, Suzette Olesen, and Maggie Salko for 

writing and directing the production. 

• Student Council will be hosting a Leadership Conference on May 23rd. Joining us will be representatives 

from Pequannock, Parsippany, Hanover Park, Whippany Park, Montville, Newton, Delbarton, and others. 

• The Day of Service is scheduled for Thursday, May 24th 

• The kickoff to senior activities is the Senior Prom, which is scheduled for Thursday, May 31st  

 

Academic Department Updates 
 

Art 

• Four amazing MHS artists were featured in the 2018 Congressional Arts Competition: Kierran Matos, 

Julia Ferrante, Loryn Camp, and Rachael Cenicola. With students from 23 schools in the 11th 

Congressional District represented, Rachael was recognized as a standout among her peers, with her 

photograph The Feelings We Wear awarded 3rd place overall. 

 

Business 

• On April 20th, high school senior, Sam Kirby attended the awards ceremony for the 2018 NJ Business 

Idea Competition, where he was named a semi-finalist for his business idea, EZ Guard. This contest is 

sponsored by the Rothman Institute of Innovation and Entrepreneurship at Fairleigh Dickinson 

University. Sam developed this idea after the recent school shooting in Parkland, Florida. The EZ-Guard 

is a safe and easy to use security system which serves as a bulletproof classroom door casing that would 

be latched to classroom door frames. 

 

Humanities 

• Junior Jessie Kessler has won the annual Madison Historical Society award for her research and 

presentation on Post-Traumatic Stress Disorder. Jessie will receive a certificate and check for $500 from 

the historical society at the annual dinner to be held on May 17th. 

• The 6-8 ELA Program Evaluation Committee concluded held its final meeting on April 25th with robust 

conversation about vocabulary instruction, text selection and curriculum writing. The teachers are looking 

forward to the summer writing process. 

• The annual junior class trip to the NJ Vietnam Veterans Memorial will take place on May 22nd. This is a 

great opportunity for students to enhance their understanding of the Vietnam era and speak first hand with 

veterans of America’s most controversial war. 

 

Mathematics 

• “Two hundred popsicle sticks, one bottle of Elmer's glue, and a positive attitude” was the challenge in our 

Applied Mathematics class last month as the students formed teams to complete in the Popsicle Bridge 

Contest. Each team was tasked with constructing a bridge using only the sticks and glue that would span 

at least fourteen inches and support at least fifty pounds. Bridges would also be judged based on standards 

of durability and aesthetics. A top prize would then be awarded to the team that was rated highest by 

classmates after the contest concluded.  
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o The winners were Brian Bradley, James D'Attilo, and Trevor Jasen, who earned a top score for 

presenting a bridge style that was the most aesthetically pleasing.  

o Tyler Graham is to be congratulated for a beam style bridge that earned top honors for supporting 

125 pounds! Michelle Ramirez, Jill Cervone, and Casey Carr built a beam bridge with flex 

design that was able to support 120 pounds. Valentina Giordano, Santi Lopez, and AJ Salmon 

constructed an arch style bridge that stood the test of durability beyond expectation! 

 

Music 

• Liam Flanagan, an 11th grader, was accepted to the 2018 NJ All State Honors Chorus. He will perform 

with the group at Convention Hall in Atlantic City during the 2018 Teachers Convention and then again 

at the highly esteemed NJPAC.   

• The Madison High School music ensembles had an amazing showing at “Music in the Parks” music 

festival in Williamsburg, Virginia. With a total of 23 performing ensembles in attendance, results include: 

o Concert Choir finished 2nd, with a rating of excellent  

o Symphonic Band finished 2nd, with a rating of Excellent 

o Orchestra finished 1st, with a rating of Superior and a best overall Trophy 

o Jazz Ensemble finished 1st, with a rating of Superior 

 

Science 

• First Grade students at CAS, KRS. and TJS have some visitors in their classrooms … hermit crabs! As 

part of their life science unit, students will be observing the behavior hermit crabs in their classroom 

environments. 

• HS Astronomy students of Mr. Braine and Ms. Tamkutonis have been working with their students on 

studying telescopes. Based on this knowledge, students have been working on designing their own 

working telescopes. 

• HS students have completed their final test for New Jersey Science League on April 19. Eagerly awaiting 

school, team, and individual results. 

 

World Language 

• MHS student award winners from the national language exams will be recognized in a ceremony on May 

30. 


